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ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE

second edition:

At length Peregrine Pickle makes his appearance in a

new edition, in i'pite
of all the art and induftry that were

ufed to fliile him in the birth, by certain bookfellers and

others, who were at uncommon pains to mifreprefent the

work and calumniate the author.

The performance was decried as an immoral piece, and
a fcurrilous libel ; the author was charged with having
defamed the characters of particular perfons, to whom he

lay under confiderable obligations : And fome formidable

critics declared, that the book was void of humour, cha-

racter, and fentiment.

Thefe charges, had they been fupported by proof,
would have certainly damned the writer and all his

works ; and even, unfupported as they were, had an

unfavourable ciTVft with the public : But, luckily for him,
his u-al character was not unknown; and fome readers

were determined to judge for themfclves, rather than

truit implicitly to the allegations of his enemies. The
book was found not altogether unworthy of their recom-
mendation ; a very large impreilion has been fold in ling-
land

; another was bought up in a neighbouring kingdom j

the work has been tranilated into the French language ;

and the demand for the original lately incTeafed in ling-
land. It was the author'-; duty, therefore, as well as his

intcreft, to oblige the public wiih this edition, which he

lias endeavoured to render lets unworthy of their accep-

tance, by retrenching the fuperfluities of the lirlt, reform-
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ing its manners, and correcting its exprefhon. Divers

iminterelting incidents are wholly iupprefll'd : Some hu-

morous fcenes he has endeavoured to heighten, and he

flatters himfelf that he has expunged every adventure,

phrafe, and infinuation, that could be conftrued by the

moll delicate reader into a trefpafs upon the rules of

decorum.
He owns, with contrition, that, in one or two inftances,

he gave way too much to the fuggeflions of perfonal re-

fentment, and rcprefented characters as they appeared to

him at that time, through the exaggerating medium of

prejudice : But lie has in this impreflion endeavoured to

make atonement for thefe extravagancies. Howfoever he

may have erred in point of judgment or difcretion, he
defies the whole world to prove that he was ever guilty
of one at. of malice, ingratitude, or difhonour. This'

declaration he may be permitted to make, without incur-

ring the imputation of vanity or prefumption, confidering
the numerous {hafts of envy, rancour, and revenge, that

have lately, both in private and in public, been levelled at

his reputation.

Note. The tnvo Letters relating to the Memoirs of a Lady
of h!ality> inferted at the beginning of the next volume^

iverefent to the editor by a perfon of honour.



THE

ADVENTURES
OF

PEREGRINE PICKLE.

CHAPTER I.

An account of Mr. Gamaliel Pickle. The difpofition of his fifter de-

fcribed. He yields to her felicitations, and retires to the country.

J.N a certain county of England, bounded on one fide by
the fea, and at the diftance of one hundred miles from
the metropolis, lived Gamaliel Pickle, Efq. the father of

that hero whofe adventures we purpofe to record. He
was the fon of a merchant in London, who (like Rome),
from fmall beginnings, had raifed himfelf to the higheft
honours of the city, and acquired a plentiful fortune,

though, to his infinite regret, he died before it amounted
to a .plum, conjuring his fon, as he refpeled the lafl in-

junction of a parent, to imitate his induftry, and adhere

to his maxims, until he fhould have made up the defi-

ciency, which was a fum confiderably lefs than fifteen

thoufand pounds.
This pathetic remonftrance had the de fired effect upon

his reprefentative, who fpared no pains to fulfil the re-

queft of the deceafed, but exerted all the capacity with

which nature had endowed him, in a feries of efforts,

which, however, did not fucceed , for, by the time he

had been fifteen years in trade, he found himfelf five

thoufand pounds worfe than he was when he firft took

pofieflion of his father's effects ; a circumflance that af-

Vol. IT. A
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fe&ed him fo nearly, as to detach his inclinations from

bufmefs, and induce him to retire from the world, to*

foine place where he might at leifure deplore his misfor-

tunes, and, by frugality, fecure himfelf from want, and
the apprehenfions of a

jail,
with which his imagination

was inceffantly haunted. He was often heard to exprefs
his fears of coming upon the parifli,.

and to blefs God,
that, on account of his having been fo long a houfe-

keeper, he was entitled to that provifion. In fhort, his

talents were not naturally active, and there was a fort of

inconfiftency in his character j for, with all the defire of

amafling which any citizen could poffibly entertain, he

was encumbered by a certain indolence and fluggifhnefs
that prevailed over every interefted confideration, and
even hindered him from profiting by the finglenefs of ap-

prehenfion, and moderation of appetites, which have fo

frequently conduced to the acquisition of immenfe for-

tunes, qualities which he poflell'ed in a very remarkable

degree. Nature, in all probability, had mixed little or

nothing inflammable in his compofition ; or, whatever

feeds of excefs (he might have fown within him, were ef-

fectually ftifled and deftroyed by the aufterity of his edu-

cation.

The fallies of his youth, far from being inordinate or

criminal, never exceeded the bounds of that decent jol-

lity, which an extraordinary pot, on extraordinary occa-

fions, may be fuppofed to have produced in a club of fe-

date book-keepers, whofe imaginations were neither very
warm nor luxuriant. Little fubjedt to refined fenfations,

he was fcarce ever difturbed with violent emotions of any
kind. The paffion of love never interrupted his tranquil-

lity j and if, as Mr. Creech fays after Horace,
Not to admire is all the art I know,
To make men happy, and to keep them fo.

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly pofleffed of. that invaluable

fecret ; at leaft he was never known to betray the faintefi

fymptom of tranfport, except one evening at the club,
where he obferved, with ibme demonftrations of vivacity,
that he had dined upon a delicate loin of veal.

Notwithftanding this appearance of phlegm, he could,

not help feeling his disappointments in trade ; and, upon
the failure of a certain underwriter, by which he loft five
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hundred pounds, declared his defign of relinquifhing bu-

finefs, and retiring to the country. In this refolution he

was comforted and encouraged by his only filter Mrs.

Grizzle, who had managed his family fmce the death of

his father, and was now in the thirtieth year of her maid-

enhood, with a fortune of five thoufand pounds, and a

large ftock of economy and devotion.

Thefe qualifications, one would think, might have

been the means of abridging the term of her celibacy, as

fhe never expreffed any averfion to wedlock
;
but it feems

fhe was too delicate in her choice to find a mate to her

inclination in the city ; for I cannot fuppofe that fhe re-

mained fo long unfolicited, though the charms of her

perfon were not altogether enchanting, nor her manner
over and above agreeable. Exclufive of a very wan (not
to call it fallow) complexion, which perhaps was the ef-

fects of her virginity and mortification, liie had a caft in

her eyes that was not at all engaging, and fuch an extent

of mouth, as no art or affectation could contract into

any proportionable dimenfion : Then her piety was ra-

ther peevifh than refigned, and did not in the lead dimi-

nifh a certain ftatelinefs in her demeanour and converfa-

tion, that delighted in communicating the importance
and honour of her family, which, by the by, was not to

be traced two generations back, by all the power of he-

raldry or tradition.

She feemed to have renounced all the ideas fhe had

acquired before her father ferved the office of fheriff
;

and the era which regulated the dates of all her obfer-

vations, was the mayoralty of her papa. Nay, fo feli-

citous was this good lady for the fupport and propagation
of the family name, that, fuppreffing every felfifh mo-
tive, fhe actually prevailed upon her brother to combat
with his own difpofition, and even furmount it fo far, as

to declare a paffion for the perfon whom he afterwards

wedded, as we fhall fee in the fequel. Indeed fhe was
the fpur that inftigated him in all his extraordinary un-

dertakings ; and I queftion whether or not he would
have been able to difengage himfelf from that courfe of

life in which he had fo long mechanically moved, unlefs

he had been roufed and actuated by her inceffant exhor-

tations. London, fhe obferved, was a receptacle of ini-

Aij
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quity, where an honeft unfufpecling man was every day
in danger of falling a facrifice to craft ; where innocence

was expofed to continual temptations, and virtue eter-

nally perfecuted by malice and flander , where every

thing was ruled by caprice and corruption, and merit ut-

terly difcouraged and defpifed. This lad imputation lhe

pronounced with fuch emphafis and chagrin, as plainly
denoted how far fhe confuiered herfelf as an example of

what ihe advanced * and really the charge was juitified

by the conductions that were put upon her retreat by
her female friends, who, far from imputing it to the

laudable motives that induced her, infmuated, in farcaf-

tic commendations, that fhe had good reafon to be difla-

tisfied with a place where fhe had been fo long overlook-

ed ; and that it was certainly her wifeft courfe to make
her laft effort in the country, where, in all probability,
her talents would be lefs eclipfed, and her fortune more
attractive.

Be this as it will, her admonitions, though they were

powerful enough to convince, would have been infuffi-

cient to overcome the languor and vis inertia of her bro-

ther, had me not reinforced her arguments, by calling in

queftion the credit of two or three merchants, with whom
he was embarked in trade.

Alarmed at thefe hints of intelligence, he exerted him-
felf effectually ; he withdrew his money from trade, and

laying it out in bank Itock and India bonds, removed to

a houfe in the country, which his father had built near

the lea- fide, for the convenience of carrying on a certain

branch of traffic in which he had been deeply concerned.

Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for life, in

the lix-and-thirtieth year of his age ; and though the

pangs he felt at parting with his intimate companions,
and quitting all his former connections, were not quite
fo ki en as to produce any dangerous diforder in his con-

ititution, he did net fail to be extremely difconcerted at

his firft entrance into a fcene of life to which he was to-

tally a ftranger. Not but that he met with abundance

of people in the country, who, in confideration of his

fortune, courted his acquaintance, and breathed nothing
but friendfhip and holpitality : Yet even the trouble of

receiving and returning thefe civilities, was an intolerable
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fatigue to a man of his habits and difpofition. He there-

fore left the care of the ceremonial to his filler, who in-

dulged herfelf in all the pride of formality, while he

himfelf, having made a difcovery of a public houfe in

the neighbourhood, went thither every evening, and en-

joyed his pipe and cann ; being very well fatisfied with
the behaviour of the landlord, whofe communicative

temper was a great comfort to his own taciturnity ; for

he lhunned all fuperfluity of fpeech, as much as he
avoided any other unuecefiary expence.

CHAPTER II.

He is made acquainted with the characters of Commodore Trunnion
and his adherents ; meets with them by accident, and contracts an in-

timacy with that commander.

1 his loquacious publican foon gave him fketches of all

the characters in the county, and, among others, de-

scribed that of his next neighbour, Commodore Trun-

nion, which was altogether lingular and odd. " The
commodore and your worfhip (faid he) will in a fhort

time be hand and glove ; he has a power of money, and

fpends it like a prince that is in his own way for, to be

fure, he is a little humourfome, as the faying is, and

fwears woundily, though I'll be fworn he means no more
harm than a fucking babe. Lord help us ! it will do

your honour's heart good to hear him tell a (lory, as how
he lay alongfide of the French, yard-arm and yard-arm,
board and board, and of heaving grapplings, and ftink-

pots, and grapes, and round and double-headed partridges,
crows and carters Laud have mercy upon us ! he has

been a great warrior in his time, and lolt an eye and a

heel in the fervice Then he does not live like any other

Chriftian land-man ; but keeps garrifon in his houfe, as

if he were in the midft of his enemies, and makes his

fervants turn out in the night, watch and watch (as he

calls it) all the year round. His habitation is defended

by a ditch, over which he has laid a draw-bridge, and

planted his court-yard with patereroes continually load-

A
iij
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ed with (hot, under the direction of one Mr. Hatchway,
who had one of his legs fhot away, while he acted as

lieutenant on board the commodore's (hip ; and now

being on half pay, lives with him as his companion.
The lieutenant is a very brave man, a great joker, and,
as the faying is, h;uh got the length of his commander's

foot ; though he has another favourite in the houfe, call-

ed Tom Pipes, that was his boatfvvain's mate, and now

keeps the fervants in order. Tom is a man of few words,
but an excellent hand at a fong concerning the boat-

fwain's whiftle, hufsle-cap, and chuck-farthing there is

not fuch another pipe in the county. So that the com-
modore lives very happy in his own manner , thof he be

fometimes thrown into perilous paflions and quandaries,

by the application of his poor kinfmen, whom he can't

abide, becaufe as how fome of them were the firft occa-

fion of his going to fea. Then he fweats with agony at

the fight of an attorney ; juft for all the world, as fome

people have an antipathy to a cat ; for it feems he was once

at law for flriking one of his officers, and call in a fwing-

ing fum. He is moreover exceedingly afflicted with gob-
lins that dilturb his reft, and keep fuch a racket in his

houfe, that you would think (God blefs us) ! all the de-

viis in hell had broke loofe upon him. It was no longer

ago than laft year about this time, that he was tormented
the livelong night by two mifchievous fpirits that got into

his chamber, and played a thoufand pranks about his

hammock (for there is not one bed within his walls).

Well, Sir, he rung Ids bell, called up all his fervants,

got lights, and made a thorough fearch ; but the devil a

goblin was to be found. He had no fooner turned in

again, and the reft of the family gone to ileep, than the

foul fiends began their game anew. The commodore

got up in the dark, drew his cutlafs, and attacked them
both fo manfully, that, at five minutes, every thing in

the apartment went to pieces. The lieutenant, hearing
the noife, came to his affiftance. Tom Pipes, being told

what was the matter, lighted his match, and, going down
to the yard, fired all the patereroes as fignals of diftrels,

Well, to be fure, the whole parifh was in a pucker :

Some thought the French had landed ; others imagined
the commodore's houfe was befet by thieves j for my
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^swta part, I called up two dragoons that arc quartered

upon me ; and they fwore with deadly oaths, it was a

gang of fmugglers engaged with a party of their regi-
ment that lies in the next village ; and mounting their

horfes like lufty fellows, rode up into the country as faft

as their beafts could carry them. Ah, mailer ! thefe are

hard times, when an induftrious body cannot earn his

bread without fear of the gallows. Your worfhip's fa-

ther (God reft his foul) ! was a good gentleman, and as

well refpe&ed in this parifh as e'er a he that walks upon
neat's leather. And if your honour fhould want a fmall

parcel of fine tea, or a few ankers of right Nants, I'll be

bound you fhall be furnifhed to your heart's content.

But, as I was faying, the hubbub continued till morn-

ing, when the parfon being fent for, conjured the fpirits

into the Red Sea ; and the houfe has been pretty quiet
ever fince. True it is, Mr. Hatchway makes a mock of

the whole affair , and told his commander in this very
blefTed fpot, that the two goblins were no other than a

couple of jackdaws which had fallen down the chimney,
and made a flapping with their wings up and down the

apartment. But the commodore, who is very choleric,

and does not like to be jeered, fell into a main high paf-

iion, and ftormed like a perfect hurricane, fwearing that

he knew a devil from a jackdaw as well as e'er a man in

the three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that the birds

were found, but denied that they were the occafion of

the uproar. For my own part, mafter, I believe much

may be faid on both fides of the queftion, thof, to be

fure, the devil is always going about, as the faying is."

This circumftantial account, extraordinary as it was,
never altered one feature in the countenance of Mr. Pickle,

who, having heard it to an end, took the pipe from his

mouth, faying, with a look of infinite fagacity and deli-

beration,
" I do fuppofe he is of the Cornifh Trunnions.

What fort of a woman is his fpoufe ?" "
Spoufe ! cried

the other, odds heart ! I don't think he would marry the

Queen of Sheba. Lack-a-day ! Sir, he won't fuffer his

own maids to lie in the garrifon, but turns them into an
out-houfe every night before the watch is fet. Blefs your
honour's foul, he is, as it were, a very oddifh kind of a

gentleman. Your worfhip would have feen him before

A
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now ; for when he is well, he and my good mafter Hatch-

way come hither every evening, and drink a couple of canns

of rumbo apiece ; but he has been confined to his houfc

this fortnight by a plaguy fit of the gout, which, I'll aflure

your worfhip, is a good penny out of my pocket."
At that inftant, Mr. Pickle's ears were faluted with

fuch a ftrange noife, as even difcompofed the mufeles of

his face, which gave immediate indications of alarm.

This compofitron of notes at firft refembled the crying
of quails and croaking of bull-frogs ; but, as it approach-
ed nearer, he could diilinguifh articulate founds pro-
nounced with great violence, in fuch a cadence as one

would expect: to hear from a human creature fcolding

through the organs of an afs. It was neither fpeaking
nor braying, but a furprifmg mixture of both, employed
in the utterance of terms abfolutely unintelligible to our

wondering merchant, who had juft opened his mouth to

exprefs his curiofity, when the landlord, darting up at

the well-known found, cried,
" Odds niggers ! there is

the commodore with his company, as fure as I live ;"

and with his apron began to wipe the dull ofF an elbow
chair placed at one fide of the fire, and kept facred for

the eafe and convenience of this infirm commander.
"While he was thus occupied, a voice (till more uncouth
than the former, bauled aloud,

" Ho ! the houfe, a

hoy !" Upon which the publican, clapping a hand to

each fide of his head, with his thumbs fixed to his ears,
rebellowed in the fame tone, which he had learned to

imitate,
" Hilloah." The voice again exclaimed,

" Have

you got any attorneys aboard !" and when the landlord

replied,
" No, no ;" this man of ftrange expectation

came in, fupported by his two dependents, and difplay-
ed a figure every way anfwerable to the oddity of his

character. He was in ftature at leaft fix feet high,

though he had contracted an habit of (looping, by living
fo long on board : his complexion was tawny, and his

afpect rendered hideous by a large fear acrofs his nofe,
and a patch that covered the place of one eye. Being
feated in his chair with great formality, the landlord com-

plimented him upon his being able to come abroad again ;

and having, in -a whifper, communicated the name of his

fellow gueft, whom the commodore already knew by re-
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port, went to prepare, with all imaginable defpatch, the

fir ft allowance of his favourite liquor, in three feparate

canns (for each was accommodated with his own por-
tion apart), while the lieutenant fat down on the blind

fide of his commander ; and Tom Pipes, knowing his

diftance, with great modefty, took his ftation in the rear.

After a paufe of fome minutes, the converfation was be-

gun by this ferocious chief, who, fixing his eye upon the

lieutenant with a fternnefs of countenance not to be de-

fcribed, addreffed him in thefe words :
" Damn my eyes !

Hatchway, I always took you to be a better feaman than

to overfet our chaife in fuch fair weather. Blood ! did'nt

I tell you we were running bump afhore, and bid you fet

in the lee-brace, and haul upon a wind ?" "
Yes, repli-

ed the other, with an arch fneer, I do confefs as how

you did give fuch orders, after you had run us foul of a

poft, fo as that the carriage lay along, and could not

right herfelf." " I run you foul of a poft ! cried the

commander ; damn my heart ! you're a pretty dog, an'r,

you, to tell me fo aboveboard to my face ? Did I take

charge of the chaife ? Did I (land at the helm ?" " No,
anfwered Hatchway ,

I muft confefs you did not fteer j

but howfomever, you cunned all the way, and fo, as you
could not fee how the land lay, being blind of your lar-

board eye, we were fall afhore, before you knew any
thing of the matter. Pipes, who ftood abaft, can tefti-

fy the truth of what I fay."
" Damn my limbs ! re-

fumed the commodore, I don't value what you or Pipes

fay a rope yarn. You're a couple of mutinous I'll fay
no more ; but you fhan't run your rig upon me, damn

ye. I am the man that learnt you, Jack Hatchway, to

iplice a rope, and raife a perpendicular."
The lieutenant, who was perfectly well acquainted

with the trim of his captain, did not choofe to carry on
the altercation any farther 5 but, taking up his cann,
drank to the health of the flranger, who very courte-

oufly returned the compliment, without, however, pre-

fuming to join in the converfation, which fuffered a con-

fiderable paufe. 'During this interruption, Mr. Hatch-

way's wit difplayed itfelf in feveral practical jokes upon
the commodore, with whom, he knew, it was dangerous
to tamper in any other way. Being without the fpherc

?
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of his vifion, he fecurely pilfered his tobacco, drank his

rumbo, made wry faces, and (to ufe the vulgar phrafe)

cocked his eye at him, to the no fmall entertainment of

the fpe&ators, Mr. Pickle himfelf not excepted, who gave
evident tokens of uncommon Satisfaction at the dexterity
of this marine pantomime.

Meanwhile, the captain's choler gradually fubfided,

and he was pleafed to defire Hatchway, by the familiar

and friendly diminutive of Jack," to read a newfpaper
that lay on the table before him. This talk was accord-

ingly undertaken by the lame lieutenant, who, among
other paragraphs, read that which follows, with an ele-

vation of voice that feemed to prognofticate fomething

extraordinary :
" We are informed, that Admiral Bower

will very foon be created a Britifh Peer, for his eminent

fervices during the war, particularly in his late engage-
ment with the French fleet." Trunnion was thunder-

llruck at this piece of intelligence. The mug dropped
from his hand, and fhi.vered into a thoufand pieces ; his

eye gliftened like that of a rattlefnake, and fome mi-

nutes elapfed before he could pronounce,
" Avaft ! over-

haul that article again." It was no fooner read the fe-

cond time, than fmiting the table with his fid, he ftart-

ed up, and with the mod violent emphafis of rage and

indignation, exclaimed,
" Damn my heart and liver !

'tis a land lie, d'ye fee
j and I will maintain it to be a

lie, from the fprit-fail yard to the mizen-top-fail haul-

yards ! Blood and thunder ! Will. Bower a peer of this

realm ! a fellow of yefterday, that fcarce knows a maft

from a manger ; a fnotty nofe boy, whom I myfelf have

ordered to the gun, for dealing eggs out of the hen-

coops ! and I, Haufer Trunnion, who commanded a

{hip before he could keep a reckoning, am laid alide,

d'ye fee, and forgotten ! If fo be, as this be the cafe,

there is a rotten plank in our constitution, which ought
to be hove down and repaired, damn my eyes ! For

my own part, d'ye fee, I was none of your Guinea pigs ;

I did not rife in the fervice by parliamenteering interefl,

or a handfome bitch of a wife. I was not hoiited over

the bellies of better men, nor ftrutted athwart the quar-
ter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingumbobs at the wrifts.

Damn my limbs ! I have been a hard-working man, and

4
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ierved all offices on board from cook's fnlfter to the

command of a veflel. Hear, you Tunley, there's the

hand of a Teaman, you dog." So faying, he laid hold on
the landlord's fift, and honoured him with fuch a fqueeze,
as compelled him to roar with great vociferation, to the

infinite fatisfatYion of the commodore, whofe features

were a little unbended, by this acknowledgment of his

vigour ; and he thus proceeded in a lefs outrageous
ftrain :

"
They make a damned noife about this en-

gagement with the French , but, egad ! it was no more
than a bumboat battle, in comparifon with fome that I

have feen. There was old Rook and Jennings, and ano-

ther whom Til be damned before I name, that knew
what fighting was. As for my own (hare, d'ye fee, I

am none of thofe that hollow in their own commenda-
tion ; but if fo be that I were minded to ftand my own

trumpeter, fome of thofe little fellows that hold their

heads fo high, would be taken all aback, as the faying
is ; they would be afhamed to (how their colours, damn

my eyes ! I once lay eight glaffes along-fide of the Flour

de Loufe, a French man of war, though her metal was

heavier, and her complement larger by an hundred hands
than mine. You, Jack Hatchway, damn ye, what d'ye

grin at ? D'ye think I tell a (lory, becaufe you never

heard it before r"
"
Why, look ye, Sir, anfwered the lieutenant, I am

glad to find you can ftand your own trumpeter on occa-

sion ; thof I wifh you would change the tune ; for that

is the fame you have been piping every watch for thefe

ten months paft. Tunley himfelf will tell you, he has

heard it five hundred times." " God forgive you, Mr.

Hatchway, faid the landlord, interrupting him ; as I'm

an honeft man and a houfekeeper, I never heard a fyllab
of the matter."

This declaration, though not Uriel:! y true, was ex-

tremely agreeable to Mr. Trunnion, who, with an air of

triumph, obferved,
" Aha ! Jack, I thought I fhould

bring you up, with your jibes and your jokes ; but fup-

pofe you had heard it before, is that any reafon why it

fhould'nt be told to another perfon ? There's the Gran-

ger, belike he has heard it five hundred times too ; han't

you, brother ?" addreffing himfelf to Mr. Pickle
; who,
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replied, with a look expreffing curiofity,
" No, never,"

he thus went on :
"
Well, you feem to he an honed quiet

fort of a man ; and therefore you mud know, as I faid

before, I fell in with a French man of war, Cape Fini-

derre bearing about fix leagues on the weather bow,
and the chafe three leagues to leeward, going before the

wind j whereupon I fet my fiudding fails, and, coming
up with her, hoided my jack and enfign, and poured in

a whole broadfide, before you could count three rattlins,

in the mizen fhrouds
;

for I always keep a good look-

out, and love to have the fird fire." " That I'll be

fworn, faid Hatchway ; for the day we made the Tri-

umph, you ordered the men to fire when fhe was hull-

to, by the fame token we below pointed the guns at a

flight of gulls *,
and I won a cann of punch from the gun-

ner, by killing the fird bird." Exafperated at this far-

cafm, he replied with great vehemence,
" You lie, lub-

ber ! damn your bones ! what bufinefs have you to come

always athwart my haufe in this manner ? You, Pipes,
was upon deck, and can bear witnefs, whether or not I

fired too foon. Speak, you blood of a ,
and that upon

the word of a feaman j how did the chafe bear of us,

when I gave orders to fire ?"

Pipes, who had hitherto fat filent, being thus called

upon to give his evidence, after divers drange gefticu-

lations, opened his mouth like a gafping cod, and with

a cadence like that of the ead wind finging through a

cranny, pronounced,
" Half a quarter of a league right

upon our lee-beam." "
Nearer, you porpufs-fae'd fwab !

(cried the commodore), nearer by twelve fathom ; but

howfomever, that's enough to prove the falfehood of

Hatchway's jaw and fo, brother, d'ye fee (turning to

Mr. Pickle), I lay along-fide of the Flour de Loufe, yard-
arm and yard-arm, plying our great guns and fmall arms,
and heaving in dink-pots, powder-bottles, and hand-

grenades, till our fhot was all expended, double-headed,

partridge, and grape , then we loaded with iron crows,
marlin fpikes, and old nails , but finding the Frenchman
took a great deal of drubbing, and that he had fhot away
all our rigging, and killed and wounded a great number
of cur men, d'ye fee, I refolved to run him on board up-
on his quarter, and fo ordered our grapplings to be got
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ready, but Monfieur, perceiving what we were about,
filled his topfails and lheered off, leaving us like a log

upon the water, and our fcuppers running with blood."

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid fuch extraordina-

ry attention to the rehearfal of this exploit, that Trun-
nion was encouraged to entertain them with more (lories

of the fame nature ; after which he obferved, by way of

encomium on the government, that all he had gained
in, the fervice was a lame foot and the lofs of an eye.
/The lieutenant, who could not find in his heart to lofe

any opportunity of being witty at the expence of his

commander, gave a loofe to his fatirical talent once more,

faying,
" I have heard as how you came by your lame

foot, by having your upper decks overflowed with liquor,

whereby you became crank, and roli'd, d'ye fee, in fuch

a manner, that, by a pitch of the {hip, your ftarboard

heel was jammed in one of the fc uppers j and as for

the matter of your eye, that was knocked out by your
own crew when the Lightning was paid off: There's

poor Pipes, who was beaten into all the colours of the

rainbow for taking your part, and giving you time to

fheer off: and I don't find as how you have rewarded

him according as he deferves." ' As the commodore
could not deny the truth of thefe anecdotes, however

unfeafonably they were introduced, he affeled to re-

ceive them with good humour, as jokes of the flcuto

nant's own inventing ; and replied,
"

Ay, ay, Jack, eve-

ry body knows your tongue is no flander ; but, how-

fomever, I'll work you to an oil for this, you dog." So

faying, he lifted up one of his crutches, intending to lay
it gently acrofs Mr. Hatchway's pate ; but Jack, with

great agility, tilted up his wooden leg, with which he

warded off the blow, to the no fmall admiration of Mr.

Pickle, and utter altonifhment of the landlord, who, by
the by, had exprelTed the fame amazement, at the fame

feat, at the fame hour, every night for three months be-

fore. Trunnion then directing his eye to the boa tlwain's

mate,
" You, Pipes (faid he), do you go about and tell

people that I did not reward you for Handing by me,
when I was hufsled by thefe rebellious rapfcailions ;

damn you, han't you been rated on the books ever fince ?"

Tom, who indeed had no words to fpare, fat fmoking
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his pipe with great indifference, and never dreamed of

paying any regard to thefe interrogations ; which beiinr

repeated and reinforced with many oaths, that (however)

produced no efFecl, the commodore pulled out his purfe,

faying,
"

Here, you bitch's baby, here's fomething better

than a fmart ticket ;" and threw it at his filent deliverer,

who received and pocketed his bounty, without the leaft

demonilration of furprife or fatisfaclion , while the do-

nor turning to Mr. Pickle,
" You fee, brother (faid he),

I make good the old faying, we failors get money like

horfes, and fpend it like affes j come, Pipes, let's have

the boatfwain's whiftle, and be jovial." This mufician

accordingly applied to his mouth the filver inltrument

that hung at a button hole of his jacket, by a chain of

the fame metal, and, though not quite fo ravilhing as the

pipe of Hermes, produced a found fo loud and fhrill,

that the ftranger (as it were inftin&ively) flopped his

ears, to preferve his organs of hearing from fuch a dan-

gerous invafion. The prelude being thus executed, Pipes
fixed his eyes upon the egg of an oftrich that depended
from the ceiling, and without once moving them from
that object, performed the whole cantata in a tone of

voice that feemed to be the joint ifTue of an Irifh bagpipe
and a fow-gelder's horn ; the commodore, the lieutenant,

and landlord joined in the chorus, repeating this elegant

ftanza,

Buflle, buftle, brave boys I

Let us ling, let us toil,

And drink all the while,
Since labour's the price of our joys.

The third line was no fooner pronounced, than the

cann was lifted to every man's mouth with admirable uni-

formity ;
and the next word taken up at the end of their

draught with a twang equally expreflive and harmonious.

In fhort, the company began to underfland one another
;

Mr. Pickle feemed to relifh the entertainment, and a cor-

refpondence immediately commenced between him and

Trunnion, who fhook him by the hand, drank to further

acquaintance, and even invited him to a mefs of pork and

peafe in the garrifon. The compliment was returned,

good fellowfhip prevailed, and the night was pretty fax-

advanced when the merchant's man arrived with a lan~
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thorn to light his mafter home ; upon which the new-

friends parted, after a mutual promife of meeting next

evening in the fame place.

CHAPTER III.

Mrs. Grizzle exerts herfelf in finding a proper match for her brother;
who is accordingly introduced to the young lady, whom he marries in

due feai'on,

1 have been the more circumftantial in opening the cha-

racter of Trunnion, becaufe he bears a confiderable fhare

in the courfe of thefe memoirs ; but now it is high time

to refume the confideration of Mrs. Grizzle, who, fince

her arrival in the country, had been engrofied by a double

care, namely that of finding a fuitable match for her bro-

ther, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for herfelf.

Neither was this aim the refult of any finifter or frail

fuggeftion, but the pure dictates of that laudable ambi-

tion, which prompted her to the prefervation of the fa-

mily name. Nay, fo difinterefted was fhe in this purfuit,

that, postponing her neareft concern, or at leaft leaving
her own fate to the filent operation of her charms, fhe

laboured with fuch indefatigable zeal in behalf of her

brother, that, before they had been three months fettled

in the country, the general topic of converlation in the

neighbourhood, was an intended match between the rich

Mr. Pickle and the fair Mifs Appleby, daughter of a gen-
tleman who lived in the next pariih, and who, though
he had but little fortune to beftow upon his children, had

(to ufe his own phrafe) replenifhed their veins with fome
of the belt blood in the country.

This young lady, whofe character and difpofition Mrs.

Grizzle had investigated to her own Satisfaction, was def-

tined for the fpoufe of Mr. Pickle, and an overture ac-

cordingly made to her father, who being overjoyed at the

propofal, gave his confent without hesitation, and even

recommended the immediate execution of the project with

fuch eagernefs, as feemed to indicate either a fulpicion of

Mr. Pickle's conftancy, or a diffidence of his own daugh-
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ter's complexion, winch perhaps he thought too fanguinc
to keep much longer cool. The previous point being
thus fettled, our merchant, at the mitigation of Mrs.

Grizzle, went to vifit his future father-in-law, and was
introduced to the daughter, with whom he had, that fame

afternoon, an opportunity of being alone. What pafTed
in that interview, I never could learn, though, from the

chancier of the fuitor, the reader may juftiy conclude,
that (lie was not much teafed with the impertinence of

his addreffes. He was not, I believe, the lefs welcome
for that reafon ; certain it is, fhe made no objection
to his taciturnity, and when her father communicated
his refolution, acquiefced wirh the moft pious resigna-
tion. But Mrs. Grizzle, in order to give the lady a more
favourable idea of his intellects than what his converfa-

tion cculd poffib'y infpire, was refolved to dictate a let-

ter, which her brother fhould tranferibe and tranfmit to

his miltrefs, as the produce of his own understanding,
and had actually compofed a very tender billet for this

purpofe ; yet her intention was entirely fruitrated by the

mifapprehenfion of the lover himfelf, who, in confe-

quence of his fitter's repeated admonitions, anticipated
her fchemc, by writing for himfelf, and defpatching the

letter one afternoon, while Mrs. Grizzle was vifiting at

the parfon's.
Neither was this ftep the effet of his vanity or preci-

pitation ; but having been often aflured by his fifter, that

it was abfolutely neceilary for him to make a declaration

of his love in writing, he took this opportunity of acting
in conformity with her advice, when his imagination was

unengaged or undiltuvbed by any other fuggeftion, with-

out fufpecring the lean: that fhe intended to fave him the

trouble of exercifing his own genius. Left, therefore, as

he iir.agined, to his own inventions, he fat down and

produced the following morceau, which was tranfmitted

to Mifs Appleby, before his filter and counfellor had the

leaft intimation of the affair.

Mifs Sally Appleby.
" Madam,

" Understanding you have a parcel of heart, war-

ranted found, to be difpofed of, fhall be willing to treat
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for faid commodity, on reafonable terms ; doubt not (hall

agree for fame ; fhall wait of you for further information,
when and where you ihall appoint. This the needful

from

Yours, &c.

Gam. Pickle."

This laconic epiftle, fimple and unadorned as it was,
met with as cordial a reception from the perfon to whom
it was addrefled, as if it had been couched in the molt

elegant terms that delicacy of paffion and cultivated ge-
nius could fupply ; nay, I believe, was the more welcome,
on account of its mercantile plainnefs : Becaufe, when an

advantageous match is in view, a feniible woman often

confiders the flowery profeflions and rapturous exclama-

tions of love as enfnaring ambiguities, or at bell imper-
tinent preliminaries, that retard the treaty they are de-

signed to promote ; whereas Mr. Pickle removed all dis-

agreeable uncertainty, by defcehding at once to the mod
interefting particular.

She had no fooner, as a dutiful child, communicated
this billet doux to her father, than he, as a careful parent,
vifited Mr. Pickle, and, in prefence of Mrs. Grizzle, de-

manded a formal explanation of his fentiments with re-

gard to his daughter Sally. Mr. Gamaliel, without any
ceremony, allured him he had a refpect for the young
woman, and, with his good leave, would take her for

better for worfe. Mr. Appleby, after having exprefTed
his fatisfac~tion that he had fixed his affections in his fa-

mily, comforted the lover with the afTurance of his being

agreeable to the young lady, and they forthwith proceed-
ed to the articles of the marriage-fettlement, which being
difcufled and determined, a lawyer was ordered to en-

grofs them ; the wedding-clothes were bought, and, in

fhort, a day was appointed for the celebration of their

nuptials, to which every body of any faihion in the

neighbourhood was invited. Among thefe Commodore
Trunnion and Mr. Hatchway were not forgotten, being
the fole companions of the bridegroom, with whom, by
this time, they had contracted a fort of intimacy at their

nocturnal rendezvous.

Vol II. . B
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They had received a previous intimation of what was
on the anvil from the landlord, before Mr. Pickle thought
proper to declare himfelf

,
in confequence of which, the

topic of the one-eyed commander's difcourfe at their

meeting, for feveral evenings before had been the folly
and plague of matrimony, on which he held forth with

great vehemence of abufe, levelled at the fair fex, whom
he reprefented as devils incarnate, fent from hell to tor-

ment mankind ; and, in particular, inveighed againfl old

maids, for whom he feemed to entertain a fmgular aver-

sion ; while his friend Jack confirmed the truth of all

his allegations, and gratified his own malignant vein at

the fame time, by clenching every fentence with a
fly-

joke upon the married date, built upon fome allufion to

a fhip or fca-faring life. He compared a woman to a

great gun loaded with fire, brimftone, and noife, which,

being violently heated, will bounce and
fly,

and play the

devil, if you don't take fpecial care of her breechings.
He faid flie was like a hurricane, that never blows- from
one quarter, but veers about to all points of the compafs :

He likened her to a painted galley curioufly rigged, with

a leak in her hold, which her hufband would never be able

to flop. He obferved that her inclinations were like the

Bay of Bifcay ; for why ? becaufe you may heave your
deep fea lead long enough without ever reaching the bot-

tom. That he who comes to anchor on a wife, may
find himfelf moored in damned foul ground, and, after

all, can't for his blocd flip his cable ; and that, for his

own part, thof he might make fliort trips for paftiine,
he would never embark in woman on the voyage of life,

becaufe he was afraid of foundering in the firft foul

weather.

In all probability, thefe infmuations made fome im-

prefiion on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who was not very
much inclined to run great rifks of any kind ; but the in-

junctions and importunities of his filter, who was bent

upon the match, over balanced the opinion of his fea

friends, who, finding him determined to marry, notwith-

ftanding all the hints of caution they had thrown out, re-

ceived to accept his invitation, and honoured his nuptials
with their prefence accordingly.
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CHAPTER IV.

The behaviour of Mrs. Grizzle at the wedding, with sn account of the

guefts.

1 hope it will not be thought uncharitable, if I advance,

by way of conjecture, that Mrs. Grizzle, on this grand
occafion, fummoned her whole exertion, to play ofF the

artillery of her charms upon the fingle gentlemen who
were invited to the entertainment : Sure I am, ihe dis-

played to the bell advantage all the engaging qualities
Ihe poffeffed : Her affability at dinner was altogether un-

common ; her attention to the guefts was fuperfluoufly

hofpitable ; her tongue was fheathed with a moil agree-
able and infantine lifp ; her addrefs was perfectly obli-

ging.-,
and though, confcious of the extraordinary capacity

of her mouth, ihe would not venture to hazard a laugh ;

ihe modelled her lips into an enchanting fimper, which

played upon her countenance all day long ; nay, fne even

profited by that defect in her vifion we have already ob-

served, and fecurely contemplated thofe features which
were molt to her liking, while the reft of the company
believed her regards were difpofed in a quite contrary
direction. With what humility of complaifance did Ihe

receive the compliments of thofe who could not help

praifing the elegance of the banquet ! and how pioudy
did Ihe felze that opportunity of commemorating the ho-

nours of her fire, by obferving that it was no merit in

her to underftand fomething of entertainments, as ihe

had occafion to prefide at fo many, during the mayoralty
of her papa ! Far from discovering the leaft fymptom of

pride and exultation, when the opulence of her family
became the fubjett of converfation, ihe affirmed a fcverity
of countenance ; and, after having moralized on the va-

nity of riches, declared, that thofe who looked upon her

as a fortune were very much miftaken
;

for her father

had left her no more than poor five thoufand pounds,

which, with what little {lie had faved of the intertft fince

his death, was all fhe had to depend upon : Indeed, if (he

had placed her chief felicity in wealth, Ihe Ihould not

Bij
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have been fo forward in deftroying her own expectations,

by advifing and promoting the event at which they were
now fo happily affembled ; but fhe hoped fhe fhould al-

ways have virtue enough to poftpone any interefted con-

fideration, when it fhould happen to clafli with the hap-

pinefs of her friends. Finally, fuch was her modeity
and felf-denial, that fhe induftrioufly informed thofe

whom it might concern, that fhe was no lefs than three

years older than the bride ; though, had fhe added ten to

the reckoning, fhe would have committed no miftake in

point of computation.
To contribute as much as lay in her power to the fa-

tisfadtion of all prefent, fhe, in the afternoon, regaled
them with a tune on the harpfichord, accompanied with

her voice, which, though not the mod melodious in the

world, I dare fay, would have been equally at their fervice,

could fhe have vied with Philomel in fong , and as the

laft effort of her complaifance, when dancing was pro-

pofed, flie was prevailed upon, at the requeft of her new

fifler, to open the ball in perfon.
In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure in

this feftival, and almoft eclipfed the bride, who, far from

feeming to difpute the pre-eminence, very wifely allowed

her to make the beft of her talents ; contenting herfelf

with the lot to which fortune had already called her, and
which fhe imagined would not be the lefs defirable, if

her fifter-in-law were detached from the family.
I believe I need fcarce advertife the reader, that, dur-

ing this whole entertainment, the commodore and his

lieutenant were quite out of their element ; and this, in-

deed, was the cafe with the bridegroom himfelf, who, be-

ing utterly unacquainted with any fort of polite com-

merce, found himfelf under a very difagreeable reftraint

during the whole fcene.

Trunnion, who had fcarce ever been on fhore till he
was paid off, and never once in his whole life in the

company of any females above the rank of thofe who
herd upon the Point at Portfmouth, was more embar-
raffed about his behaviour, than if he had been furround-

ed at fea by the whole French navy. He had never

pronounced the word Madam fince he was born; fo
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that, far from entering into converfation with the ladies,

he would not even return the compliment, or give the

leaft nod of
civility

when they drank to his health ; and
J verily believe, would rather have fuffered fuifocation,

than allowed the fimple phrafe, your fervant, to proceed
from his mouth. He was altogether as inflexible with

refpecT: to the attitudes of his body ; for, either through

obftinacy or bafhfulnefs, he fat upright without motion,
infomuch that he provoked the mirth of a certain wag,
who, addreffing himfelf to the lieutenant, aflced whether

that was the commodore himfelf, or the wooden lion that

ufed to ftand at his gate ? An image to which, it muft

be owned, Mr. Trunnion's perfon bore no faint refem-

blance.

Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite fo unpolifhed as

the commodore, and had certain notions that feemed to

approach the ideas of common life, made a lefs uncouth

appearance ; but then he was a wit, and though of a very

peculiar genius, partook largely of that difpofition which
is common to all wits, who never enjoy themfelves, ex-

cept when their talents meet with thofe marks of diftinc-

tion and veneration, which (in their own opinion) they
deferve.

Thefe circumftances being premifed, it is not to be

wondered at if this triumvirate made no objections to

the propofal, when fome of the grave perfonages of the

company made a motion for adjourning into another

apartment, where they might enjoy their pipes and bot-

tles, while the young folks indulged themfelves in the

continuance of their own favourite diverfion. Thus re-

fcued, as it were, from a ftate of annihilation, the firft

ule the two lads of the caftle made of their exiftence,

was to ply the bridegroom fo hard with bumpers, that, in

lefs than an hour, he made divers efforts to fing, and foon

after was carried to bed, deprived of all manner of fen-

fation, to the utter difappointment of the bridemen and

maids, who, by this accident, were prevented from throw-

ing the (locking, and performing certain other ceremo-

nies pra&ifed on fuch occafions. As for the bride, me
bore this misfortune with great good humour j and in-

.deed, on all occasions, behaved like a diicreet woman,
Biii
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perfectly well acquainted with the nature of her own fi:

tuation.

CHAPTER V.

Mrs. Pickle affume the reins of government in her own family; \\?r

fifter-in-law undertakes an enterprife of great moment; but is for

iome time diverted from her purpsfe by a very intercfling conGdera-

tion.

Whatever deference, not to fay fubmiffion, (lie had

paid to Mrs. Grizzle before (lie was fo nearly allied to

her fam'lv, (lie no fooner became Mrs. Pickle, than fhe

thought it incumbent upon her to act up to the dignity
of the character j and the very day after the marriage,
ventured to difpute with her fifter-in-law on the fubjeci
of her own pedigree, which me affirmed to be more ho-

nourable in all refper.s than that of her hufband ;
ob-

ferving that feveral younger brothers of her houfe had

arrived at the ftation of Lord Mayor of London, which
was the higheft pitch of greatnefs that any of Mr. Pickle's

predeceitbrs had ever attained.

This prefumption was like a thunderbolt to Mrs.

Grizzle, who began to perceive that fhe had not fucceed-

ed quite fo well as flic imagined, in feleHng for her bro-

ther a gentle and obedient yoke-fellow, who would al-

ways treat her with that profound refpect which fhe

thought due to her fuperior genius, and be entirely re-

gulated by her advice and direction : However, fhe {till

continued to manage the reins of government in the

houfe, reprehending the fervants as ulual
; an office fhe

performed with great capacity, and in which fhe feemed
to take lingular delight, until Mrs. Pickle, on pretence of

confuting her eafe, told her one day Ihe would take that

trouble upon herfelf, and for the future affume the ma-

nagement of her own family. Nothing could be more

mortifying to Mrs. Grizzle than fuch a declaration, to

which, after a confiderable paufe, and ftrange diftortiou

of look, fhe replied,
" I fhall never refufe or repine at

any trouble that may conduce to my brother's advan-

tage."
" Dear Madam," anfwered the filter,

" I am.



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 23

infinitely obliged to your kind concern for Mr. Pickle's

intereft, which I confider as my own, but I cannot bear

to fee you a fufferer by your friendfhip ; and, therefore,

infift upon exempting you from the fatigue you have borne
fo long."

In vain did the other proteft that (he took pleafure in

the talk ; Mrs. Pickle afcribed the affurance to her excefs

of compiaifance, and exprefled fuch tendernefs of zeal for

her dear filler's health and tranquillity, that the reludtant

maiden found herfelf obliged to refign her authority, with-

out enjoying the leaft pretext for complaining of her be-

ing depofed.
This difgrace was attended by a fit of peevifh devotion

that lafted three or four weeks ; during which period,
{he had the additional chagrin of feeing the young lady

gain an afcendency over the mind of her brother, who
was perfuaded to fet up a gay equipage, and improve his

houfekeeping, by an augmentation in his expence, to

the amount of a thoufand a-year at leaft , though his al-

teration in the economy of his houfehold effected no

change in his own difpofition, or manner of life ; for as

foon as the painful ceremony of receiving and returning
vifits was performed, he had recourfe again to the com-

pany of his fea friends, with whom he fpent the belt part
of his time. But if he was fatisfied with his condition,
the cafe was otherwife with Mrs. Grizzle, who, finding
her importance in the family greatly diminifhed, her at-

tractions neglecled by all the male fex in the neighbour-
hood, and the withering hand of time hang threatening
over her head, began to feel the horror of eternal virginity,

and, in a fort of defperation, refolved at any rate to re-

fcue herfelf from that uncomfortable fituation. Thus
determined, fhe formed a plan, the execution of .which,
to a fpirit lefs enterprifing and fufricient than hers, would
have appeared altogether impracticable ; this was no o-

ther than to make a conqueft of the commodore's heart,

which the reader will eafily believe was not very fufcep-
tible of tender imprellions , but, on the contrary, fortified

with
infenfibility and prejudice againlt the charms of the

whole fex, and particularly prepoilefled to the prejudice
of that clafs diitinguiihed by the appellation of old maids,
in which Mrs. Grizzle was by this time unhappily rank-

E
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ed. She neverthelefs took the field, and, having invert-

ed this feemingly impregnable fortrefs, began to break

ground one day, when Trunnion dined at her brother's,

by fpringing certain enfnaring commendations on the

honefty and fincerity of fea-faring people, paying a parti-
cular attention to his plate, and affecting a fimper of ap-

probation at every thing he faid, which by any means (lie

could conftrue into a joke, or with modelty be fuppofed
to hear ; nay, even when he left decency on the left hand

(which was often the cafe), (he ventured to reprimand his

freedom of fpeech with a gracious grin, faying,
" Sure

you gentlemen belonging to the fea have fuch an odd.

way with you." But all this complacency was fo inef-

fectual, that, far from fufpe&ing the true caufe of it,

the commodore, that very evening, at the club, in pre-
fence of her brother, with whom by this time he could

take any manner of freedom, did not fcruple to damn her

for a fquinting, block-faced, chattering pifs-kitchen ; and

immediately after drank defpair to all old maids. The
toaft Mr. Pickle pledged without the leaft hefitation, and
next day intimated to his filler, who bore the indignity
with furprifing refignation, and did not therefore defift

from her fcheme, unpromifing as it feemed to be, until

her attention was called off", and engaged in another

care, which, for fome time, interrupted the progrefs of

this defign. Her filler had not been married many
months, when {he exhibited evident fymptoms of preg-

nancy, to the general fatisfaclion of all concerned, and
the inexpreflible joy of Mrs. Grizzle, who (as we have

already hinted) Mas more interefted in the prefervation of

the family name, than in any other confideration what-
ever. She therefore no fooner discovered appearances to

juftify and confirm her hopes, than poftponmg her own

purpofe, and laying afide that pique and refentment (he

had conceived from the behaviour of Mrs. Pickle, when
fhe fuperieded her authority, or perhaps confidering her

jn no other light than that of the vehicle which contain-

ed and was deftined to convey her brother's heir to light,
fhe determined to exert her uttermoft in nurfing, tend-

ing, and cherifhing her, during the term of her import-
ant charge. With this view ihe purchafed Culpepper's

Midwifery, which, with that fagacious performance dig.-
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nified with Ariftotle's name, fhe ftudied with indefati-

gable care, and diligently perufed the Complete Houfe-

wife, together with Quincy's Difpenfatory, culling every

jelly, marmalade, and conferve which thefe authors re-

commend as either falutary or toothfome, for the benefit

and comfort of her fifter-in-law, during her geftation.

She rettricted her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, and
all forts of vegetables ; and one day, when Mrs. Pickle

had plucked a peach with her own hand, and was in the

very at of putting it between her teeth, Mrs. Grizzle

perceived the rafh attempt, and running up to her, fell

upon her knees in the garden, entreating her, with tears

in her eyes, to refift fuch a pernicious appetite. Her re-

quefb was no fooner complied with, than, recollecting

that, if her filler's longing was baulked, the child might
be affected with fome difagreeable mark, or deplorable

difeafe, (he begged as earneftly that fhe would fwallow

the fruit, and, in the mean time, ran for fome cordial

water of her own compofing, which fhe forced upon her

filter, as an antidote to the poifon fhe had received.

This exceffive zeal and tendernefs did not fail to be

very troublefome to Mrs. Pickle, who having revolved

divers plans for the recovery of her own eafe, at length
determined to engage Mrs. Grizzle in fuch employment
as would interrupt that clofe attendance which fhe found

fo teafing and difagreeable. Neither did fhe wait long for

an opportunity of putting her refolution in practice. The

very next day, a gentleman happening to dine with Mr.

Pickle, unfortunately mentioned a pine-apple, part of

which he had eaten a week before at the houfe of a no-

bleman who lived in another part of the country, at the

diftance of an hundred miles at leaft.

The name of this fatal fruit was no fooner pronounced
than Mrs. Grizzle, who inceffantly watched her filter's

looks, took the alarm, becaufe fhe thought they gave cer-

tain indications of curiofity and defire ; and, after hav-

ing obferved that fhe herfelf could never eat pine-apples,
which were altogether unnatural productions, extorted

by the force of artificial fire out of filthy manure, afked

with a faultering voice, if Mrs. Pickle was not of her

way of thinking ? This young lady, who wanted neither

/lynefs nor penetration, at once divined her meaning,
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and replied' with feeming unconcern, that for her own

part, fhe fhould never repine, if there was not a pine-

apple in the univerfe, provided fhe could indulge herfelf

with the fruits of her own country.
This anfwer was calculated for the benefit of the

flranger, who would certainly have fuffered for his im-

prudence by the refentment of Mrs. Grizzle, had her

lifter exprefled the lead relith for the fruit in queftion.
It had the defired efFecl:, and re-cftablifhed the peace
of the company, which was not a little endangered by
the gentleman's want of confideration. Next morning,
however, after breakfaft, the pregnant lady, in purfuance
of her plan, yawned (as it were by accident) full in

the face of her maiden lifter, who being infinitely di-

fturbed by this convulfion, affirmed it was a fymptom of

longing, and infilled upon knowing the object in de-

fire, when Mrs. Pickle, afluming an affected fmile, told

her fhe had eaten a moft delicious pine-apple in her

fleep. This declaration was attended with an immedi-
ate fcream, uttered by Mrs. Grizzle, who inflantly per-

ceiving her filler furprifed at the exclamation, clafped
her in her arms, and aflured her,' with a fort of a hy-
flerical laugh, that fhe could not help fcreaming with

joy, becaufe fhe had it in her power to gratify her

dear filter's wifh
,
a lady in the neighbourhood having

promifed to fend her, in a prefent, a couple of deli-

cate pine-apples, which fhe would that very day go in

quell of.

Mrs. Pickle would by no means confent to this pro-

pofal, on pretence of fparing the other unneceffary fa-

tigue ; and aflured her, that if fhe had any defire to eat

a pine-apple, it was fo faint, that the difappointment
could produce no bad confequence. But this aflurance

was conveyed in a manner (which fhe knew very well

how to adopt) that, irdtead of difluading, rather Simu-
lated Mrs. Grizzle to fet out immediately, not on a

vint to that lady, whofe promife fhe herfelf had feign-

ed, with a view of consulting her filler's tranquilli-

ty, but on a random fearch through the whole coun-

try for this unlucky fruit, which was like to produce
fo much vexation and prejudice to her and her father'o.

houfe.
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During three whole days and nights, did fhe, attended

by a valet, ride from place to place without fcccefs, un-

mindful of her health, and carclefs of her reputation,
that began to fuffer from the nature of her inquiry, which
was purfued with fuch peculiar eagernefs and diftra&ion,

that every body with whom (lie converfed looked upon
her as an unhappy perfon, whofe intellects were not a

little difordered.

Baffled in all her refearches within the county, fhe at

length refolved to vifit that very nobleman, at whofe
houie the officious ftranger had been (for her) fo unfor-

tunately regaled, and actually arrived in a poft-chaife at

the place of his habitation, where {he introduced her bu-

finefs as an affair on which the happinefs of a whole fa-

mily depended. By virtue of a prefent to his Lordfhip's

gardener the procured the Hefperian fruit, with which
{he returned in triumph.

CHAPTER VI.

Mrs. Grizzle is indefatigable in gratifying her Sfter's longings. Pere-

grine is born, anil managed contrary to the directions and remon-

strances of his aimt, who is difgufted iroon that account, and relumes

the plan which Ihe had before reje&ed.

JL HE fuccefs of this device would have encouraged Mrs.

Pickle to practife more of the fame fort upon her fifter-

in-law, had {he not been deterred by a violent fever

which feized her zealous ally, in confequence of the fa-

tigue and uneafinefs {he had undergone ; which, while it

lafted, as effectually conduced to her repofe, as any
other ftratagem fhe could invent. But Mrs. Grizzle's

health was no fooner reftored, than the other, being as

much incommoded as ever, was obliged, in her own de-

fence, to have recourfe to fome other contrivance ;
and

managed her artifices in fuch a manner, as leaves it at

this day a doubt whether {he was really fo whimfical and

capricious in her appetites as fhe herfelf pretended to be ;

for her longings were not reftridted to the demands of

$he palate and ftomach, but aifo affected all the other or-
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gans of fenfe, and even invaded her imagination, which
at this period feemed to be flrangely difeafed.

One time fhe longed to pinch her hufband's ear ; and
it was with infinite difficulty that his fifter could prevail

upon him to undergo the operation. Yet this tafk was

eafy, in companion with another (he undertook for the

gratification of Mrs. Pickle's unaccountable defire ; which
was no other than to perfuade the commodore to fubmit

his chin to the mercy of the big-bellied lady, who ar-

dently wifhed for an opportunity of plucking three black

hairs from his beard. When this propofal was firft com-
municated to Mr. Trunnion by the hufband, his anfwer

was nothing but a dreadful effufion of oaths, accompa-
nied with fuch a ftare, and delivered in fuch a tone of

voice, as terrified the poor befeecher into immediate fi-

lence ; fo that Mrs. Grizzle was fain to take the whole

enterprife upon herfelf, and next day went to the garri-
fon accordingly, where, having obtained entrance by
means of the lieutenant, who, while his commander was

afleep, ordered her to be admitted for the joke's fake, fhe

waited patiently till he turned out, and then accofted him
in the yard, where he ufed to perform his morning walk.

He was thunderftruck at the appearance of a woman in

a place which he had hitherto kept facred from the whole

fex, and immediately began to utter an apoftrophe to

Tom Pipes, whofe turn it was then to watch j when Mrs.

Grizzle, falling on her knees before him, conjured him
with many pathetic fupplications, to hear and grant her

requeft, which was no fooner fignified, than he bellow-

ed in fuch an outrageous manner, that the whole court

re-echoed the opprobrious term bitchy and the word datn-

nation, which he repeated with furprifing volubility, with-

out any fort of propriety or connection ; and retreated

into his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee in the

humble pofture fhe had fo unfuccefsfully chofen to melt

his obdurate heart.

Mortifying as this repulfe mufl have been to a lady of

her (lately difpofition, fhe did not relinquifh her aim, but

endeavoured to intereft the commodore's counfellors and

adherents in her caufe. With this view fhe folicited the

intereft of Mr. Hatchway, who, being highly pleafed
with a circumftance fo productive of mirth and diverfion,,
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readily entered into her meafures, and promifed to em-

ploy his whole influence for her fatisfattion j and, as for

the boatfwain's mate, he was rendered propitious by the

prefent of a guinea, which (he flipped into his hand.

In fhort, Mrs. Grizzle was continually engaged in this

negotiation for the fpace of ten days, during which the

commodore was fo inceflantly peftered with her remon-

flrances, and the admonitions of his aflbciates, that he

fwore his people had a defign upon his life, which be-

coming a burden to him, he at laft complied, and was
conduced to the fcene like a victim to the altar, or ra-

ther like a reluctant bear, when he is led to the ftake

amidft the fhouts and cries of butchers and their dogs.
After all, this victory was not quite fo decifive as the

conquerors imagined ; for the patient being fet, and the

performer prepared with a pair of pincers, a fmall diffi-

culty occurred : She could not for fome time difcern one

black hair on the whole fuperficies of Mr. Trunnion's

face ; when Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and dif-

concerted, had recourfe to a magnifying glafs that flood

upon her toilet ; and, after a molt accurate examination,
difcovered a fibre of a dufky hue, to which the inflru-

ment being applied, Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by the roots,

to the no fmall difcompofure of the owner, who feeling
the fmart much more l'evere than he had expeled, flatt-

ed up, and fwore he would not part with another hair to

fave them all from damnation.

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and refigna-
tion ; Mrs. Grizzle repeated her entreaties with great

humility ; but finding him deaf to all her prayers, and

abfolutely bent upon leaving the houfe, fhe clafped his

knees, and begged for the love of God that he would
have compaffion upon a diflrefTed family, and endure a

little more for the fake of the poor infant, who would
otherwife be born with a gray beard upon its chin. Far
from being melted, he was rather exafperated by this

reflection ; to which he replied with great indignation," Damn you for a yaw-fighted bitch ! he'll be hanged
long enough before he has any beard at all :" So faying,
he difengaged himfelf from her embraces, flung out at

the door, and halted homewards with fuch furprifing

fpeed, that the lieutenant could not overtake him until
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he had arrived at his own gate ; and Mrs. Grizzle was
fo much afreled with his efcape, that her fifter, in pure
companion, defired ihe would not afriict herfelf, proteft-

ing that her own wiih was already gratified, for ihe had

plucked three hairs at once, having from the beginning
been dubious of the commodore's patience. But the la-

bours of this afiiduous kiniwoman did not end with the

achievment of this adventure ; her eloquence or induitry

was employed without cealing, in the performance of

other talks impofed by the ingenious craft of her fifter-

in-law, who, at another time, conceived an infuppreffible
affection for a fricaflee of frogs, which fliould be the ge-
nuine natives of France ; fo that there was a neceility
for defpatching a meffenger on purpofe to that kingdom :

But, as ihe could not depend upon the integrity of any
common fervant, Mrs. Grizzle undertook that province,
and actually fet fail in a cutter from Boulogne, from whence
ihe returned in eight-and-forty hours with a tub full of

thofe live animals, which, being drefied according to art,

her filler would not taite them, on pretence that her fit

of longing was pail ; but then her inclinations took a

different turn, and fixed themfelves upon a curious im-

plement belonging to a lady of quality in the neighbour-
hood, which was reported to be a very great curiofity ;

.this was no other than a porcelain chamber-pot of admi-

rable workmanihip, contrived by the honourable owner,
who kept it for her own private ufe, and cheriihed it as

an utenfil of ineftimable value.

Mrs. Grizzle ihuddered at the firft hint ihe received

of her fifter's defire to poffefs this piece of furniture, be-

caufe fhe knew it was not to be purchaied ; and the la-

dy's character, which was none of the molt amiable in

point of humanity and condefcenfion, forbade all hopes
of borrowing it for a feafon j fhe therefore attempted to

reafon down this capricious appetite, as an extravagance
of imagination which ought to be combated and repref-

(cd ; and Mrs. Pickle, to all appearance, was convinced

and finished by her arguments and advice ; but, never-

thelefs, could make ufe of no other convenience, and

was threatened with a very dangerous fuppvefnon. Rout-

ed at the peril in which fire iuppofed her to be, Mrs.

Grizzle flew to the lady's houfe, and, having obtained a
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private audience, difclofed the melancholy fituation of

her fifter, and implored the benevolence of her ladyfhip ;

who, contrary to expectation, received her very graci-

oufly, and confented to indulge Mrs. Pickle's longing.
Mr. Pickle began to be out of humour at the expence to

which he was expofed by the caprice of his wife, who
was herfelf alarmed at this laft accident, and, for the fu-

ture, kept her fancy within bounds ; infomuch, that,

without being fubject to any more extraordinary trouble,

Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long-wifhed-for fruits of her

deareft expectation in the birth of a fine boy, whom her

fifter in a few months brought into the world.

I (hall omit the defcription of the rejoicings, which
were infinite, on this important occafion, and only ob-

ferve, that Mrs. Pickle's mother and aunt flood godmo-
thers, and the commodore affifted at the ceremony as

godfather to the child, who was chriftened by the name
of Peregrine, in compliment to the memory of a deceaf-

ed uncle. While the mother was confined to her bed,
and incapable of maintaining her own authority, Mrs.

Grizzle took charge of the infant by a double claim ;

and fuperintended with furprifmg vigilance the nurfe and

midwife in all the particulars of their refpective offices,

which. were performed by her exprefs direction. But no

fooner was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to re-affutne the

management of her own affairs, than (lie thought proper
to alter certain regulations concerning the child, which
had obtained in confequcnce of her filler's orders, di-

recting, among other innovations, that the bandages
with which the infant had been fo neatly rolled up, like

an Egyptian nwmmy, fhould be loofened and laid afide,

in order to rid nature of all reitraint, and give the blood

free fcope to circulate ; and with her own hands (he

plunged him headlong every morning in a tub full of

cold water. This operation feemed io barbarous to the

tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that flic not only oppcfed
it with all her eloquence, fhedding abundance of tears

over the facrifice when it was made, but took horfe im-

mediately, and departed for the habitation of an eminent

country phyfician, whom fhe confulted in thefe words :

"
Pray, Doctor, is it not both dangerous and cruel to

be the means of letting a poor tender infant pcrifh, by
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foufing it in water as cold as ice ?" "
Yes," replied the

doctor,
u

downright murder, I affirm." " I fee you
are a perfon of great learning and fagacity," faid the

other ;
" and I mult beg you will be fo good as to figni-

fy your opinion in your own handwriting." The doctor

immediately complied with her requeft, and expreffed
himfelf upon a

flip
of paper to this purpofe

Thcfc are to
certify whom it may concern, that I firmly

believe, and it is my unalterable opinion, that luhofoever let-

teth an infant perjfb, by foufing it in cold water, even though
the faid neater Jhould not be fo cold as ice, is in

effect guilty

of the murder of the faid infant as ivitnefs my hand.

Comfit Colycynth.

Having obtained this certificate, for which the phy-
fician was immediately acknowledged, fhe returned exult-

ing, and hoping, with fuch authority, to overthrow all

oppofition. Accordingly, next morning, when her ne-

phew was about to undergo his diurnal baptifm, fhe pro-
duced the commiffion, whereby fhe conceived herfelf em-

powered to over-rule fuch inhuman proceedings. But
fhe was difappointed in her expectation, confident as it

was
*,
not that Mrs. Pickle pretended to differ in opinion

from Dr. Colycynth,
" for whofe character and fenti-

ments (faid fhe) I have fuch veneration, that I fhall care-

fully obferve the caution implied in this very certificate,

by which, far from condemning my method of practice,
he only afferts that killing is murder ; an affeveration, the

truth of which, it is to be hoped, I fhall never dilpute."
Mrs. Grizzle, who, footh 'to fay, had rather too fu-

perficially confidered the claufe by which fhe thought
herfelf authorifed, penned the paper with more accura-

cy, and was confounded at her own want of penetration.

Yet, though fhe was confuted, fhe was by no means con-

vinced that her objections to the cold bath were unrea-

sonable ;
on the contrary, after having beftowed fundry

opprobrious epithets on the phyfician, for his want of

knowledge and candour, fhe protefted in the molt earneft

and folemn manner againft the pernicious pratice of dip-

ping the child ; a piece of cruelty which, with God's af-

fiflance, fhe fhould never fuffer to be inflicled on her
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bwn ifiue ; and warning her hands of the melancholy
confequence that would certainly enfue, (hut herfdf up
in her clofet, to indulge her forrow and vexation. She
was deceived, however, in her prognostic : The boy, in-

itead of declining in point of health, feemed to acquire
frefh vigour from every plunge, as if he had been re-

folved to difcredit the wifdom and forefight of his aunt,

who, in all probability, could never forgive him for this

want of reverence and refpecl. This conjecture is

founded upon her behaviour to him in the fequel of his

infancy, during which (lie was known to torture him
more than once, when (he had opportunities of thrulting

pins into his flefh, without any clanger of being detected.

In a word, her affections were in a little time altogether
alienated from this hope of her family, whom lhe aban-

doned to the condut of his mother, whofe province it

undoubtedly was to manage the nurture of her own
child ; while fhe herfelf refumed her operations upon the

commodore, whom fhe was refolved at any rate to cap-
tivate and enflave. And it mult be owned, that Mrs.

Grizzle's knowledge of the human heart never fhone fo

confpicuous, as in the methods fhe purfued for the ac-

complifhment of this important aim.

Through the rough unpoliihed hufk that cafed the foul

of Trunnion, fhe could eafily diftinguiih a large fhare of

that vanity and felf-conceit that generally predominate
even in the moil favage breaft \ and to this fhe conftantly

appealed. In his prefence (he always exclaimed againlt
the craft and difhoneft diffimulation of the world, and
never failed of uttering particular invectives againft thofe

arts of chicanery in which the lawyers are fo converlant,
to the prejudice and ruin of their fellow-creatures ; ob-

serving, that, in a fea-faring life, fo far as (he had op-

portunities of judging or being informed, there was no-

thing but friendlhip, fincerifcy,
and a hearty contempt

for every thing that was mean or felfifh.

This kind of converfation, with the affi (lance of cer-

tain particular civilities, infenfibly made an impreffion on
the mind of the commodore, and that the more effectu-

ally, as his former prepoffeflions were built upon very
flender foundations : His antipathy to old maids, which
he had conceived upon hearfay, began gradually to di-

Vol. II. G
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minifh, when he found they were not quite fuch infernal

animals as they had been reprefented ; and it was not

long before he was heard to obferve at the club, that

Pickle's filler had not fo much of the core of bitch in her

as he had imagined. This negative compliment, by the

medium of her brother, foon reached the ears of Mrs.

Grizzle, who, thus encouraged, redoubled all her arts

and attention ; fo that, in lefs than three months after,

he in the fame place diftinguiihed her with the epithet of

a damned fenfible jade.

Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration, which
he feared foreboded fomething fatal to his intereft., told

his commander, with a fneer, that {he had fenfe enough
to bring him to under her item ; and he did not doubt

but that fuch an old crazy vefTel would be the better for

being taken in tow. "
But, howlbmever," added this

arch advifer,
" I'd have you take care of your upper

works ; for if once you are made faft to her poop, egad !

fhe'li fpank it away, and make every beam in your body
crack with draining." Our fhe-proje&or's whole plan
had like to have been ruined by the effect which this

malicious hint had upon Trunnion, whofe rage and fuf-

picion being wakened at once, his colour changed from

tawny to a cadaverous pale, and then fhifting to a deep
and dufky red, fuch as we fometimes obferve in the iky
when it is replete with thunder, he, after his ufual pre-
amble of unmeaning oaths, anfwered in thefe words:
<f Damn ye, you jury-legged dog, you would give all

the ftowage in your hold to be as found as I am ; and as

for being taken in tow, d'ye fee, I'm not fo difabled but

that I can lie my courfe, and perform my voyage without

any afTiftance ; and, egad ! no man fhall ever fee Hawfer
Trunnion lagging altera in the wake of e'er a bitch in

Chriftendom."

Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interrogated her

brother with regard to the fubject of his over-night's con-

verfation with his friends, foon received the unwelcome
news of the commodore's averfion to matrimony ; and,

juftly imputing the greatefl part of his difguft to the fa-

tirical infinuations of Mr. Hatchway, refolved to level

this obftruction to her fuccefs, and actually found means
to intereft him in her fcheme. She had indeed, on fome
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occafions a particular knack at making converts, being

probably not unacquainted with that grand fyftem of per-

fuafion, which is adopted by the greateft perfonages of

the age, as fraught with maxims much more effectual

than all the eloquence of Tully or Demofthenes, even

when fupported by the demonftrations of truth : Befides,
Mr. Hatchway's fidelity to his new ally was confirmed

by his forefeeing in his captain's marriage an infinite fund
of gratification for his own cynical difpofition. Thus,
therefore, converted and properly cautioned, he for the

future fuppreffed all the virulence of his wit againft the

matrimonial ftate ; and, as he knew not how to open his

mouth in the pofitive praife of any perfon whatever, took

all opportunities of excepting Mrs. Grizzle by name
from the cenfures he liberally beftowed upon the reft of

her fex. " She is not a drunkard, like Nan Caftick of

Deptford (he would fay) ; not a nincompoop, like Peg
Simper of Woolwich ;

not a brimftone, like Kate Coddie
of Chatham

;
nor a fhrew, like Nell GrilHn on the Point at

Portfmouth (ladies to whom, at different times, they had
both paid their addreffes) j but a tight, good-humoured,
fenfible wench, who knows very well how to box her

compafs ; well trimmed aloft, and well fheathed alow,
with a good cargo under her hatches." The commodore
at firft imagined this commendation was ironical, but

hearing it repeated again and again, was filled with afto-

nifhment at this furprifing change in the lieutenant's be-

haviour ; and, after a long fit of mufing, concluded that

Hatchway himfelf harboured a matrimonial defign on the

perfon of Mrs. Grizzle.

Pleafed with this conje&ure, he rallied Jack in his

turn, and one night toafted her health as a compliment
to his paffion ; a circurnftance which the lady learned

next day by the ufual canal of her intelligence, and in-

terpreting as the refult of his own tendernefs for her, fhe

congratulated herfelf upon the victory fhe had obtained ;

and, thinking it unneceffary to continue the referve (he

had hitherto induftrioufly affected, refolved from that

day to fweeten her behaviour towards him with fuch a

difh of affection, as could not fail to perfuade him that

he had infpired her with a reciprocal flame. In confe-

quence of this determination, he was invited to dinner,

Cij
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and, while he ftaid, treated with fuch cloying proofs of*

her regard, that not only the relt of the company, but

even Trunnion himfelf, perceived her drift ; and, taking
the alarm accordingly, could not help exclaiming,

" Oho !

I fee how the land lies, and, if I don't weather the point,
Til be damned." Having thus expreffed himfelf to his

afflicted inamorata, he made the belt of his way to the

garrifon, in which he ihut himfelf up for the fpace of

ten days, and had no communication with his friends and

domeftics but by looks, which were molt fignificantly

picturefque.

CHAPTER VII.

Divers irratagems are invented and put in practice, in order to overcome
the obftinacy of Trunnion, who at length is tcafcd and tortured into

the noofe of wedlock.

1 His abrubt departure and unkind declaration afFe&ed

Mrs. Grizzle fo much, that (he fell fick of forrow and
mortification , and, after having confined herfelf to her

bed for three days, fent for her brother, told him fhe

perceived her end drawing near, and defired that a law-

yer might be brought, in order to write her laft will.

Mr. Pickle, furprifed at her demand, began to at the

part of a comforter, alluring her that her diftemper was
not at all dangerous; and that he would inftantly fend

for a phyfician, who would convince her that me was in

no manner of jeopardy ; fo that there was no occafion at

prefent to employ an officious attorney in fuch a melan-

choly talk. Indeed, this afFe&ionate brother was of opi-

nion, that a will was altogether fuperfluous at any rate,

as he himfelf was heir at law to his filler's whole real

and perfonal eftate. But (he infilled upon his compliance
with fuch determined obftinacy, that he could no longer
refift her importunities ; and a fcriviner arriving, Ihe

dictated and executed her will, in which (lie bequeathed
to Commodore Trunnion one thoufand pounds, to pur-
chafe a mourning ring, which (he hoped he would wear
as a pledge of her friendfhip and affection. Her brother,

3
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though he did not much reliih this teftimony of her love,

neverthelefs that fame evening gave an account of this

particular to Mr. Hatchway, who was alfo, as Mr. Pickle

allured him, generouily remembered by the teftatrix.

The lieutenant, fraught with this pieee of intelligence,
watched for an opportunity, and as foon as he perceived
the commodore's features a little unbended from that fe-

rocious contraction they had retained fo long, ventured

to inform him that Pickle's lifter lay at the point of death,
and that fhe had left him a thouland pounds in her will.

This piece of news overwhelmed him with confufion, and
Mr. Hatchway imputing his filence to remorfe, refolved

to take advantage of that favourable moment, and coun-

selled him to go and vifit the poor young woman, who
was dying for love of him. But his admonition happened
to be fomewhat unfeafonable ; fpr Trunnion no fooner

heard him mention the caufe of her diforder, than, his

morofity recurring, he burft out into a violent fit of curf-

ing, and forthwith betook himfelf again to his hammock,
where he lay uttering, in a low growling tone of voice,

a repetition of oaths and imprecations, for the fpace of

four and twenty hours, without ceafing. This was a de-

licious meal to the lieutenant, who, eager to enhance the

pleafure of the entertainment, and, at the fame time,
conduce to the fuccefs of the caufe he had efpoufed, in-

vented a ftratagem, the execution of which had all the

effect he could defire. He prevailed upon Pipes, who was
devoted to his fervice, to get upon the top of the chim-

ney belonging to the commodore's chamber, at midnight,
and to lower down by a rope a bunch of ftinking whit-

ings ; which being performed, he put a fpeaking trum-

pet to his mouth, and hollowed down the vent, in a

voice like thunder,
" Trunnion ! Trunnion ! turn out

and be fpliced, or lie flill and be damned." This dread-

ful note, the terror of which was increafed by the filence

and darknefs of the night, as well as the echo of the paf-

fage through which it was conveyed, no fooner reached

the ears of the aftoniihed commodore, than turning his

eye towards the place from whence this folemn addrefs

itemed to procted, lie beheld a glittering object that va-

Iiiihed in an inftant. Juft as his fuperftitious fear had

improved the apparition into iome Supernatural meflenger
C

jij
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clothed in (hming array, his opinion was confirmed by a

fudden exploiion, which he took for thunder, though it

was no other than the noife of a piftol fired down the

chimney by the boatfwain's mate, according to the in-

ftrutlions he had received
-,
and he had time enough to

defcend before he was in any danger of being detected by
his commander, who could not for a whole hour recol-

lect himfelf from the amazement and conilernatien which
had overpowered his faculties.

At length, however, lie got up, and rung his bell with

great agitation. He repeated the fummons more than

once ; but no regard being paid to this alarm, his dread

returned with double terror ;
a cold fweat bedewed hi.->

limbs, his knees knocked together, his hair bridled up,
and the remains of his teeth were fluttered to pieces in

the convulsive vibrations of his jaws.
In the midft of this agony, he made one dcfperate ef-

fort, and, burfting open the door of his apartment, bolted

into Hatchway's chamber, which happened to be on the

fame floor. There he found the lieutenant in a counter-

feit fwoon, who pretended to wake from his trance in an

ejaculation of " Lord have mercy upon us !" And, be-

ing queftioned by the terrified commodore, with regard
to what had happened, allured him he had heard the lame
voice and clap of thunder by which Trunnion himfelf

had been difcompofed.

Pipes, whofe turn it was to watch, concurred in giving
evidence to the fame purpofe ; and the commodore not

only owned that he had heard the voice, but likewife

communicated his vifion, with all the aggravation which
his difturbed fancy fuggefted.
A confultation immediately enfued, in which Mr.

Hatchway very gravely obferved, that the finger of God
was plainly perceivable in thole fignals ; and that it would
be both fmful and foolifh to difregard his commands,

efpecially as the match propofed was, in all refpets, more

advantageous than any that one of his years and infirmi-

ties could reafonably cxpedr. -, declaring, that, for his own

part, he would not endanger his foul and body, by living
one day longer under the lame roof with a man who de-

fpifed the holy will of heaven ; and Tom Pipes adhered

to the fame pious refolution.
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Trunnion's perfeverance could not refift the number
and diverfity of confiderations that affaulted it

; he re-

volved in filence all the oppofite motives that occurred to

his reflection ; and after having been, to all appearance,
bewildered in the labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped
the fweat from his forehead, and, heaving a piteous groan,

yielded to their remonftrances, in thefe words :
"

Well,
iincc it mult be fo, I think we muft e'en grapple. But,
damn my eyes ! 'tis a damn'd hard cafe that a fellow of

my years mould be compelled, d'ye fee, to beat up to

windward all the reft of his life, againft the current of

his own inclination."

This important article being difcufled, Mr. Hatchway
fet out in the morning to vifit the defpairing fhepherdefs,
and was handfomely rewarded for the enlivening tidings
with which he blefled her ears.., Sick as fhe was, me
could not help laughing heartily at the contrivance, in

confequence of which her fwain's aflent had been ob-

tained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for Tom
Pipes, in confideration of the part he ated in the farce.

In the afternoon, the commodore fuffered himfelf to

be conveyed to her apartment, like a felon to execution,
and was received by her in a languifhing manner> and

genteel defhabille, accompanied by her fifter-in-law, who
was, for very obvious reafons, extremely felicitous about

her fuccefs. Though the lieutenant had tutored him,

touching his behaviour at this interview, he made a thou-

fand wry faces before he could pronounce the fimple fa-

lutation of How d'ye ? to his miftrefs ; and, after his

counfellor had urged him with twenty or thirty whifpers,
to each of which he had replied aloud,

" Damn your

eyes, I won't," he got up, and halting towards the couch

on which Mrs. Grizzle reclined in a ftate of ftrange ex-

pectation, he feized her hand, and prefled it to his lips ;

but this piece of gallantry he performed in fuch a re-

luctant, uncouth, indignant manner that the nymph had
need of all her refolution to endure the compliment with-

out fhrinking ; and he himfelf was fo difconcerted at

what he had done, that he inftantly retired to the other

end of the room, where he fat filent, broiling with fhame
and vexation. Mrs. Pickle, like a fenfible matron, quit-
ted the place, on pretence of going to the nurfery ; and

C
iiij
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Mr. Hatchway, taking the hint, recollected that he had
left his tobacco pouch in the parlour, whither he imme-

diately defcended, leaving the two lovers to their mutual

endearments. Never had the commodore found himlelf

in fuch a difagreeable dilemma before. He fat in an ago-

ny of fufpenfe, as if he every moment dreaded the dif-

folution of nature ;
and the imploring fighs of his future

bride added, if poffible, to the pangs of his diftrefs. Im-

patient of his fituation, he rolled his eye around in queit
of fome relief, and unable to contain himfelf, exclaimed,
" Damnation feize the fellow and his pouch too ! I be-

lieve he has fheered off, and left me here in the ftays."
Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help taking fome notice of

this manifeftation of chagrin, lamented her unhappy fate

in being fo difagreeable to him, that he could not put up
with her company for a few moments without repining j

and began in very tender terms to reproach him with his

inhumanity and indifference. To this expoftulation he

replied,
" Zounds ! what would the woman have ? Let

the parfon do his office when he wool ; here I am ready
to be reeved in the matrimonial block, d'ye fee, and damn
all nonfenfical palaver." So faying, he retreated, leaving
his miftrefs not' at all difobliged at his plain dealing.
That fame evening the treaty of marriage was brought

upon the carpet, and, by means of Mr. Pickle and the

lieutenant, fettled to the fatisfaclion of all parties, with-

out the intervention of lawyers, whom Mr. Trunnion

exprefsly excluded from all fhare in the bufinefs ; making
that condition the indifpenfable preliminary of the whole

agreement. Things being brought to this bearing, Mrs.

Grizzle's heart dilated with joy ; her health, which, by
the by, was never dangeroufly impaired, fhe recovered

as if by inchantment ; and a day being fixed for the nup-
tials, employed the fhort period of her celibacy in choofing
ornaments for the celebration of her entrance into the

married ftate.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Preparations are made for the commodore's wedding-, which is delayed

by an accident that hurried him the Lord knows whither.

X he fame of this extraordinary conjunction fpread all

over the county ; and on the day appointed for their

fpoufals, the church was furrounded by an inconceivable

multitude. The commodore, to give a fpccimen of his

gallantry, by the advice of his friend Hatchway, refolved

to appear on horfeback on the grand occafion, at the

head of all his male attendants, whom he had rigged with

the white fhirts and black caps formerly belonging to his

barge's crew ; and he bought' a couple of hunters for the

accommodation of himfelf and his lieutenant. With this

equipage then he fet out from the garrifon for the church,
after having defpatched a meflenger to apprife the bride

that he and his company were mounted. She got im-

mediately into the coach, accompanied by her brother

and his wife, and drove directly to the place of afligna-

tion, where feveral pews were demoliihed, and divers

perfons almoft prefled to death, by the eagernefs of the

crowd that broke in to fee the ceremony performed.
Thus arrived at the altar, and the prieit in attendance,

they waited a whole half hour for the commodore, at

whofe flownefs they began to be under fome apprehen-
fion, and accordingly difmiifed a fervant to quicken his

pace. The valet having rode fomething more than a

mile, efpied the whole troop difpofed in a long field,

crofTing the road obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom
and his friend Hatchway, who, finding himfelf hindered

by a hedge from proceeding farther in the fame direc-

tion, fired a piftol, and flood over to the other fide, mak-

ing an obtufe angle with the line of his former courfe ;

and the reft of the fquadron followed his example, keep-

ing always in the rear of each other like a flight of wild

geefe.

Surprifed at this ftrange method of journeying, the

mefTenger came up, and told the commodore that his

lady and her company expected him in the church, where

they had tarried a confiderable time, and were beginning

jp be very uneafy at his delay ; and therefore delired h.q
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would proceed with more expedition. To this meflage
Mr. Trunnion replied,

" Hark ye, brother, don't you
fee we make all poflible fpeed ? go back, and tell thofe

who fent you, that the wind has fhifted fince we weighed
anchor, and that we are obliged to make very fhort trips

in tacking, by reafon of the narrownefs of the channel ;

and that, as we lie within fix points of the wind, they
mud make fome allowance for variation and leeway."
**

Lord, fir ! faid the valet, what occafion have you
to go zig-zag in that manner ? Do but clap fpurs to your
horfes, and ride ftraight forward, and I'll engage you
fhall be at the church-porch in lefs than a quarter of an

hour." " "What ! right in the wind's eye ? (anfwered
the commander) ahey ! brother, where did you learn your

navigation ? Hawfer Trunnion is not to be taught at

this time of day how to lie his courfe, or keep his own

reckoning. And as for you, brother, you beft know the

trim of your own frigate." The courier finding he had
to do with people who would not be eafily perfuaded out

of their own opinions, returned to the temple, and made
a report of what he had feen and heard, to the no fmall

confolation of the bride, who had begun to difcover fome

iigns of difquiet. Compofed, however, by this piece of

intelligence, fhe exerted her patience for the fpace of ano-

ther half hour, during which period, feeing no bride-

groom arrive, fhe was exceedingly alarmed ; fo that all

the fpedlators could eafily perceive her perturbation, which
manifefted itfelf in frequent palpitations, heart-heavings,
and alterations of countenance, in fpite of the afliftance

of a fmelling-bottle, which fhe inceffantly applied to her

noftrils.

Various were the conjectures of the company on this

occafion : Some imagined he had mift?ken the place of

rendezvous, as he had never been at church fince he firft

fettled in that parifh ; others believed he had met with

fome accident, in confequence of which his attendants

had carried him back to his own houie , and a third fet,

in which the bride herfelf was thought to be compre-
hended, could not help fufpecling that the commodore
had changed his mind. But all thefe fuppofitions, inge-
nious as they were, happened to be wide of the true

caufe that detained him, which was no other than this :

2
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The commodore and his crew had, by dint of turning,
almoft weathered the parfon's houfe that flood to wind-
ward of the church, when the notes of a pack of hounds

unluckily reached the ears of the two hunters which Trun-
nion and the lieutenant beftrode. Thefe fleet animals no
fooner heard the enlivening found, than, eager for the

chafe, they fprung away all of a fudden, and drained

every nerve to partake of the fport, flew acrofs the fields

with incredible fpeed, overleaped hedges and ditches, and

every thing in their way, without the leaft regard to their

unfortunate riders. The lieutenant, whofe iteed had got
the heels of the other, finding it would be great folly and

prefumption in him to pretend to keep the faddle with
his wooden leg, very wifely took the opportunity of throw-

ing himfelf off in his pafiage through a field of rich clo-

ver, among which he lay at his eafe^ and feeing his cap-
tain advancing at full gallop, hailed him with the faluta-

tion of " What cheer ? ho !" The commodore, who was
in infinite diftrefs, eyeing him afkance, as he pafled, re-

plied with a faltering voice,
" O damn you ! you are fafe

at an anchor ; I wifh to God I were as fait moored."

Neverthelefs, confcious of his difabled heel, he would not

venture to try the experiment which had fucceeded fo

well with Hatchway, but refolved to ftick as clofe as pof-
fible to his horfe's back, until Providence lhould interpofe
in his behalf. With this view he dropped his whip, and
with his right hand laid fad hold on the pummel, con-

tracting every mufcle in his body to fecure himfelf in the

feat, and grinning moft formidably, in confequenee of

this exertion. In this attitude he was hurried on a con-

fiderable way, when all of a fudden his view was com-
forted by a five bar gate that appeared before him, as he

never doubted that there the career of his hunter muft

neceflarily end. But, alas ! he reckoned without his hoft :

Far from halting at this obftrution, the horfe fprung over

it with amazing agility, to the utter confufion and dif-

order of his owner, who loft his hat and periwig in the

leap, and now began to think in good earned that he

was actually mounted on the back of the devil. He re-

commended himfelf to God, his reflection forfook him,
his eyefight and all his other fenfes failed, he quitted the

reins, and, fattening by inftinft on the mane, was in this
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condition conveyed into the midft of the fportfmen, who
were aftonifhed at the fight of fuch an apparition. Nei-
ther was their furprife to be wondered at, if we reflect

on the figure that prefented itfelf to their view. The
commodore's perfon was at all times an objedr. of admi-
ration ; much more fo on this occafion, when every fin-

gularity was aggravated by the circumftances of his drefs

and difaftcr.

He had put on, in honour of his nuptials, his belt coat

of blue broad cloth, cut by a tailor of Ramfgate, and
trimmed with five dozen of brafs buttons, large and
fmall ; his breeches were of the fame piece, fattened at

the knees with large bunches of tape 5 his wailtcoat was
of red plufh, lapelled with green velvet, and garnifhed
with vellum holes ; his boots bore an infinite refemblance,
both in colour and fhape, to a pair of leather buckets ;

his fhoulder was graced with a broad buff belt, from
whence depended a huge hanger, with a hilt like that of

a backfword ; and on each fide of his pummel appeared
a rufty piftol, rammed in a cafe covered with a bear-

fkin. The lofs of his tie periwig and laced hat, which
were curiofities of the kind, did not at all contribute to the

improvement of the picture, but, on the contrary, by ex-

hibiting his bald pate, and the natural extenfion of his

lanthorn jaws, added to the peculiarity and extravagance
of the whole. Such a fpectacle could not have failed of

diverting the whole company from the chafe, had his

horfe thought proper to purfue a different route, but the

beaft was too keen a fporter to choofe any other way than

that which the flag followed ;
and therefore, without

flopping to gratify the curiofity of the fpeclators, he, in

a few minutes, outftripped every hunter in the field.

There being a deep hollow way betwixt him and the

hounds, rather than ride round about the length of a fur-

long to a path that crofied the lane, he tranfported him-

felf, at one jump, to the unfpeakable aftoniihment and

terror of a waggoner who chanced to be underneath, and

faw this phenomenon fly
over his carriage. This was not

the only adventure he achieved. The flag having taken

a deep river that lay in his way, every man directed his

courle to a bridge in the neighbourhood ; but our bride-

groom's courier, defpifing all fuch conveniences, plunged.
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into the ftream without hefitation, and fwam in a twink-

ling to the oppofite fhore. This fudden immerfion into

an element, of which Trunnion was properly a native, in

all probability helped to recruit the exhaufted fpirits of

his rider, who, at his landing on the other fide, gave
fome tokens of fenfation, by hollowing aloud for aflift-

ance, which he could not poffibly receive, becaufe his

horfe ftill maintained the advantage he had gained, and
would not allow himfelf to be overtaken.

In fhort, after a long chafe, that lafted feveral hours,
and extended to a dozen miles at leaft, he was the firir.

in at the death of the deer, being feconded by the lieu-

tenant's gelding, which, actuated by the fame fpirit, had,
without a rider, followed his companion's example.
Our bridegroom finding himfelf at lalt brought up,

or, in other words, at the end of his career, took the

opportunity of the firft paufe, to defire the huntfmen
would lend him a hand in difmounting ; and was by
their condefcenfion fafely placed on the grafs, where
he fat (taring at the company as they came in, with fuch

wildnefs of aftonifhment in his looks, as if he had been

a creature of another fpecies, dropt among them from the

clouds.

Before they had flefhed the hounds, however, he re-

collected himfelf, and feeing one of the fportfmen take

a fmall flalk out of his pocket and apply it to his mouth,

judged the cordial to be no other than neat Coniac,
which it really was ! and expreffing a defire of participa-

tion, was immediately accommodated with a moderate

dole, which perfectly completed his recovery.

By this time he and his two horfes had engrofTed the

attention of the whole crowd ; while fome admired the

elegant proportion and uncommon fpirit of the two ani-

mals, the reft contemplated the furprifing appearance
of their mailer, whom before they had only feen en paf-

fant ; and at length one of the gentlemen accofting him

very courteoufly, fignified his wonder at feeing him in

fuch an equipage, and afked him if he had not dropped his

companion by the way.
"
Why, look ye, brother (re-

plied the commodore), mayhap you think me an odd
fort of a fellow, feeing me in this trim, efpecially as I

have loft part of my rigging ; but this here is the cafe,
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d'ye fee : I weighed anchor from my own houfe this

morning at ten A. M. with fair weather and a favour-

able breeze at fouth-fouth-eaft, being bound to the next

church on the voyage of matrimony , but howfomever,
we had not run down a quarter of a league, when the

wind (hifting, blowed direcliy in our teeth j fo that we
were forced to tack all the way, d'ye fee, and had al-

moft beat up within fight of the port, when thefe fons

of bitches of horfes, which I had bought but two days
before (for my own part, I believe they are devils incar-

nate), luffed round in a trice, and then refuting the helm,
drove away like lightning with me and my lieutenant,
who foon came to anchor in an exceeding good birth.

As for my own part, I have been carried over rocks,
and flats, and quick-fands ; among which I have pitched

away a fpecial good tie periwig, and an iron bound hat ;

and at laft, thank God ! am got into fmooth water and
iafe riding ; but if ever I venture my carcafs upon fuch

a hare'um fcare'um blood of a bitch again, my name is

not Hawfer Trunnion, damn my eyes !"

One of the company, ftruck with this name, which
he had often heard, immediately laid hold on his decla-

ration at the clofe of this fingular account ; and obferv-

ing that his horfes were very vitious, afked how he in-

tended to return ?
" As for that matter (replied Mr.

Trunnion), I am refolved to hire a fledge or waggon,
or fuch a thing as a jack-afs 5

for I'll be damn'd if ever

I crofs the back of a horfe again."
" And what do you

propofe to do with thefe creatures ? (faid the other, point-

ing to the hunters) they feem to have fome mettle ; but

then they are mere colts, and will take the devil and all

of breaking. Methinks this hinder one is (boulder- flip-

ped."
" Damn them (cried the commodore), I wiih both

their necks were broke, thof the two cod me -forty good

yellow-boys."
"

Forty guineas ! (exclaimed the Itran-

ger, who was a 'fquire and a jockey, as well as owner of

the pack) Lord ! Lord ! how a man may be impofed up-
on ! Why, thefe cattle are clumfy enough to go to

plough ; mind what a flat counter ; do but obferve how

iharp this here one is in the withers ; then he's fired in

the further fetlock." In fhort, this connoiffcur in horfe-

fieih, having difcovered in them all the defects which
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can pofiibly be found in that fpecies of animals, offered

to give him ten guineas for the two, faying he would
convert them into beads of burden. The owner, who

(after what had happened) was very well difpofed to

liften to any thing that was faid to their prejudice,

implicitly believed the truth of the ftranger's affeverations,

difcharged a furious volley of oaths againft the rafcal who
had taken him in, and forthwith {truck a bargain with

the 'fquire, who paid him inftantly for his purchafe ; in

confequence of which he won the plate at the next Can-

terbury races.

This affair being tranfated to the mutual fatisfaction

of both parties, as well as to the general entertainment

of the company, who laughed in their fleeves at the

dexterity of their friend, Trunnion was fet upon the

'iquire's own horfe, and led by his fervant in the midfl

of this cavalcade, which proceeded to a neighbouring vil-

lage, where they had befpoke dinner, and where our

bridegroom found means to provide himfelf with another

hat and wig. With regard to his marriage, he bore hh

difappointment with the temper of a philofopher ; and
the exercife he had undergone having quickened his ap-

petite, fat down at table in the midft of his new acquaint-
ance, making a very hearty meal, and moiftening everv

morfel with a draught of the ale, which he found very
much to his fatisfadtion.

CHAPTER IX.

He is found by the lieutenant; reconducted to his own houfe; married
io Mrs. Grizzle, who meets with a fmall misfortune in the night, anJ

afferts her prerogative next morning ; in confequence of which, her

huiband's eye is endangered.

JVIeanwhile Lieutenant Hatchway made fhift to hobble

to the church, where he informed the company of what
had happened to the commodore ; and the bride behaved

with great decency on the occafion ; for, as foon as fhe

underitood the danger to which her future hufband was

expofed, (he fainted in the arms of her fifter-in-law, to
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the furprife of all the fpectators, who could not compre^
hend the caufe of her diforder ; and when fhe was reco-

vered by the application of fmelling bottles, earneftly beg-

ged that Mr. Hatchway and Tom Pipes would take her

brother's coach, and go in queft of their commander.
This talk they readily undertook, being efcorted by all

the reft of his adherents on horfeback ; while the bride

and her friends were invited to the parfon's houfe, and

the ceremony deferred till another occafion.

The lieutenant, fteering his courfe as near the line of

direction in which Trunnion went off, as the coach-

road would permit, got intelligence of his track from
one farm-houfe to another ; for fuch an apparition could

not fail of attracting particular notice ; and one of the

horfemen having picked up his hat and wig in a bye

path, the whole troop entered the village where he was

lodged, about four o'clock in the afternoon. When
they underitood he was fafely houfed at the George, they
rode up to the door in a body, and expreffed their fatis-

faction in three cheers ; which were returned by the

company within, as foon as they were inftruted in the

nature of the falute by Trunnion, who by this time had
entered into all the jollity of his new friends, and was
indeed more than half feas over. The lieutenant was
introduced to all prefent as his fworn brother, and had

fomething toffed up for his dinner. Tom Pipes and the

crew were regaled in another room ; and a frefh pair of

horfes being put to the coach, about fix in the evening
the commodore, with all his attendants, departed for the

garrifon, after having fhook hands with every individual

in the houfe.

Without any farther accident, he was conveyed in

fafety to his own gate, before nine, and committed to

the care of Pipes, who carried him inftantly to his ham-

mock, while the lieutenant was driven away to the place
where the bride and her friends remained in great anxi-

ety, which vanifhed when he affured them that his com-
modore was fafe, being fucceeded by abundance of mirth

and pleafantry at the account he gave of Trunnion's ad-

venture.

Another day was fixed for the nuptials; and, in or-

der to baulk the curiofity of idle people, which had giv-
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Cn great offence, the parfon was prevailed upon to per-
form the ceremony in the garriibn, which all that day
was adorned with flags and pendants difplayed, and at

night illuminated by the direction of Hatchway, who
alfo ordered the patereroes to be fired as foon as the mar-

riage knot was tied. Neither were the other parts of

the entertainment neglected by this ingenious contriver,

who produced undeniable proofs of his elegance and arc

in the wedding fupper, which had been committed to his

management and direction. This genial banquet was en-

tirely compofed of fea-difhes ; a huge pillaw, confiding
of a large piece of beef fliced, a couple of fowls, and

half a peck of rice, fmoked in the middle of the board ;

a difh of hard fifh fwimming in oil, appeared at each end,
the fides being furnifhed with a mef; of that favoury com-

pofition known by the name of lob's courfe, and a plate
of falmagundy. The fecond courfe difplayed a goofe of

a monftrous magnitude, flanked with two Guinea hens, a

pig barbecu'd, an hock of fait pork in the mid ft of a

peafe pudding, a leg of mutton roafted, with potatoes,
and another boiled with yams. The third fervice was
made up with a loin of frefh pork with apple faufe> a kid

fmothered with onions, and a terrapin baked in the (hell ;

and laft of all, a prodigious fea pye was prefented, with

an infinite volume of pancakes and fritters. That every

thing might be anfwerable to the magnificence of this

delicate feaft, he had provided vaft quantities of ftrong beer,

flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with plenty of Barbadoes

water, for the ladies ; and hired all the fiddles within fix

miles,who, with the addition of a drum, bagpipe, andWelch

harp, regaled the guefts with a molt melodious concert.

The company, who were not at all exceptious, feem-

ed extremely well pleafed with every particular of the en-

tertainment ; and the evening being fpent in the molt fo-

cial manner, the bride was by her fifter conducted to

her apartment, where, however, a trifling circumrtance

had like to have deftroyed the harmony which had been

hitherto maintained.

I have already obferved, that there was not one (land-

ing bed within the walls ; therefore the reader will not

wonder that Mrs. Trunnion was out of humour, when
fhe found herfelf under the neceffity of being confined

Vol. II. D
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with her fpoufe in a hammock, which, though enlarged
with a double portion of canvafs, and dilated with a yoke
for the occafion, was at beft but a difagreeable, not to

fay dangerous, fituation. She accordingly complained
with fome warmth of this inconvenience, which fhe im-

puted to difrefpeft, and at firft abfolurely refufed to put
up with the expedient ; but Mrs. Pickle foon brought
her to reafon and compliance, by obferving that one night
would foon be elapfed, and next day fhe might regulate
her own economy.

Thus perfuaded, fhe ventured into the vehicle, and
was vifited by her hufband in lefs than an hour, the

company being departed to their own homes, and the

garrifon left to the command of his lieutenant and mate.

But it feems the hooks that fupported this fwinging
couch were not calculated for the addition of weight
which they were now deftined to bear j and therefore

gave way in the middle of the night, to the no fmall ter-

ror of Mrs. Trunnion, who perceiving herfelf falling,
fcreamed aloud, and by that exclamation brought Hatch-

way, with a light, into the chamber. Though fhe had

received no injury by the fall, fhe was extremely dif-

compofed and incenfed at the accident, which fhe even

openly afcribed to the obftinacy and whimfical oddity of
the commodore, in fuch petulant terms as evidently de-

clared that fhe thought her great aim accomplifhed, and
her authority fecured againft all the fhocks of fortune.

Indeed her bedfellow feemed to'be of the fame opinion,

by his tacit refignation ; for he made no reply to her in-

finuations, but with a moft vinegar afpecl, crawled out of

his neft, and betook himfelf to reft in another apartment,
while his irritated fpoufe difmified the lieutenant, and

from the wreck of the hammock made an occafional bed

for herfelf on the floor, fully determined to provide bet-

ter accommodation for the next night's lodging.

Having no inclination to fleep, her thoughts, during
the remaining part of the night, were engrofled by a

fcheme of reformation {he was refolved to execute in the

family ; and no fooner did the firft lark bid falutation to

the morn, than, darting from her humble couch, and

huddling on her clothes, fhe fallied from her chamber,

explored her way through paths before unknown, an i
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in the coutfe of her refearches, perceived a large bell,

to which (lie made fuch effectual application, as alarmed

every foul in the family. In a moment fhe was furround-

ed by Hatchway, Pipes, and all the reft of the fervants,

half-drefled ; but feeing none of the feminine gender ap-

pear, fhe began to ftorm at the floth and lazinefs of the

maids, who, fhe obferved, ought to have been at work
an hour at leaft before fhe called ; and then, for the firft

time, underftood that no woman was permitted to fleep
within the walls.

She did not fail to exclaim againft this regulation ;

and being informed that the cook and chambermaid

lodged in a fmall office-houfe, that flood without, the

gate, ordered the draw-bridge to be let down, and in

perfon beat up their quarters, commanding them forth-

with to fet about fcouring the rooms, which had not

been hitherto kept in a very decent condition, while two
men were immediately employed to tranfport the bed on
which fhe ufed to lie, from her brother's houfe to her

new habitation ; fo that, in lefs than two hours, the

whole economy of the garrifon was turned topfy-tur-

vy, and every thing involved in tumult and noife.

Trunnion being difturbed and diftracled with the up-
roar, turned out in his fhirt like a maniac, and arming
himfelf with a cudgel of crab-tree, made an irruption
into his wife's apartment, where perceiving a couple of

carpenters at work, in joining a bedftead, he, with ma-

ny dreadful oaths and opprobrious inveclives, ordered

them to defift, fwearing, he would fuller no bulk-heads

nor hurricane houfes to fland where he was mailer
, but

finding his remonflrances difregarded by thefe mechanics,
who believed him to be fome madman belonging to the

family, who had broke from his confinement, he affaulted

them both with great fury and indignation, and was hand-
led fo roughly in the encounter, that, in a very fliort

time, he meafured his length on the floor, in confequence
of a hk)w that he received from a hammer, by which the

fight of his remaining eye was grievoufly endangered.

Having thus reduced him to a flate of fubjeclion, they
refolved to fecure him with cords, and were actually bu-

fy in adjufting his fetters, when he was exempted from

the difgrace, bv the accidental entrance of his fpoufe,

D
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who refcued him from the hands of his advcrfaries, and,
in the midft of her condolence, imputed his misfortune

to the inconfiderate roughnefs of his own difpofition.

He,breathed nothing but revenge, and made lbme ef-

forts to chaftife the infolence of the workmen, who, as

foon as they underltood his quality, aflced forgivenefs for

what they had done, with great humility, protecting that

they did not know he was matter of the houfe. But,
far from being fatisfied with this apology, he groped
about for the bell (the inflammation of his eye having ut-

terly deprived him of fight), and the rope being, by the

precaution of the delinquents, conveyed out of his reach,

began to ftorm with incredible vociferation, like a lion

roaring in the toil, pouring forth innumerable oaths and

execrations, and calling by name Hatchway and Pipes,

who, being within hearing, obeyed the extraordinary fum-

mons, and were ordered to put the carpenters in irons,

for having audacioufly afiaulted him in his own houfe.

His myrmidons feeing he had been evil-entreated, were

exafperated at the infult he had fuffered, which they con-

sidered as an affront upon the dignity of the garrifon :

the more fo, as the mutineers feemed to put themfelves

in a pofture of defence, and fet their authority at defi-

ance : They therefore unfheathed their cutlafles, which

they commonly wore as badges of their commimon ;
and

a defperate engagement, in all probability, would have

enfued, had not the lady of the caftle interpofed, and

prevented the efFe&s of their animofity, by alluring the lieu-

tenant that the commodore had been the aggreflbr, and

that the workmen finding themfelves attacked in fuch an

extraordinary manner, by a perlbn whom they did not

know, were obliged to adt in their own defence, by which
he had received that unlucky contufion.

Mr. Hatchway no fooner learnt the fentiments of Mrs.

Trunnion, than fheathing his indignation, he told the

commodore that he {hould always be ready to execute his

lawful commands, but that he could not in confeience be

concerned in opprefling poor people who had been guilty
of no offence.

This unexpected declaration, together with the beha-

viour of his wife, who in his hearing defired the carpen-
ters to refume their work, filled the breaft of Trunnion
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with rage and mortification. He pulled off his woollen

night-cap, pummell'd his bare pate, beat the floor alter-

nately with his feet, fwore his people had betrayed him,
and curfed himfelf to the lowed pit of hell, for having
admitted fuch a cockatrice into his family. But all thefe

exclamations did not avail ; they were amoHg the laft ef-

fays of his refiftance to the will of his wife, whofe in-

fluence among his adherents had already fwallowed up
his own, and who now peremptorily told him, that he
muft leave the management of every thing within doors

to her, who underftood bed what was for his honour and

advantage. She then ordered a poultice to be prepared
for his eye, which being applied, he was committed to

the care of Pipes, by whom he was led about the houfe

like a blind bear growling for prey, while his indufhrious

yoke-fellow executed every circumftance of the plan fhe

had projected ; fo that, when he recovered his vifion, he
was an utter ftranger in his own houfe.

CHAPTER X.

The commodore being in fome cafes reftive, his lady has recourfe to ar-

tifice in the eftablifhment of her throne. She exhibits fymptoms of

pregnancy, to the unfpeakable joy of Trunnion, who neverthelefs is

baulked in his expectation.

1 hese innovations were not effecTied without many loud

objections on his part ; and divers curious dialogues pafTed
between him and his yoke-fellow, who always came off

victorious from the difpute ; infomuch that his counte-

nance gradually fell ; he began to fupprefs, and at length

entirely devoured his chagrin ; the terrors of fuperior au-

thority were plainly perceivable in his features, and in lefs

than three months he became a thorough-paced hufband.

Not that his obftinacy was extinguifhed, though over-

come ; in fome things he was as inflexible and mulifh as

ever ; but then he durft not kick fo openly, and was re-

duced to the neceffity of being paffive in his relentments.

Mrs. Trunnion, for example, propofed that a coach and

fix fhould be purchafed, as fhe could not ride on horfe-

back, and the chaife was a fcandalous carriage for a per-
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fon of her condition ; the commodore, confcious of his

own inferior capacity in point of reafoning, did not think

proper to difpute the propofal, but lent a deaf ear to her

remonftrances, though they were enforced with every ar-

gument which (he thought could footh, terrify, ihame, or

decoy him into compliance : In vain did fhe urge the ex-

cefs of affection fhe had for him, as meriting fome return

of tendernefs and condefcenfion ; he was even proof a-

gainft certain menacing hints fhe gave, touching the re-

sentment of a flighted woman ; and he flood out again ft

all the confiderations of dignity or difgrace, like a bul-

wark of brafs. Neither was he moved to any indecent or

unkind expreffions of contradiction, even when ihe up-
braided him with his fordid difpofition, and put him in

mind of the fortune and honour he had acquired by his

marriage, but feemed to retire within himlelf, like a tor-

toife when attacked, that fhrinks within its fhell, and fi-

lently endured the fcourge of her reproaches, without

feeming fenfible of the fmart.

This, however, was the only point in which fhe had
been baffled fince her nuptials ; and as fhe could by no

means digeft the mifcarriage, fhe tortured her invention

for fome new plan, by which fhe might augment her in-

fluence and authority : What her genius refufed was fup-

plied by accident ; for fhe had not lived four months in

the garrifon, when fhe was feized with frequent qualms
and retchings, her breafts began to harden, and her fto-

mach to be remarkably prominent ; in a word, fhe con-

gratulated herfelf on the fymptoms of her own fertility,

and the commodore was tranfported with joy at the pro-

fpedt, of an heir of his own begetting.
She knew this was the proper feafon for vindicating her

own fovereignty, and accordingly employed the means
which nature had put in her power. There was not a

ra*re piece of furniture and apparel for which fhe did not

long ; and one day as fhe went to church, feeing Lady
Stately's equipage arrive, fhe fuddenly fainted away. Her

hufband, whofe vanity had never been fo perfectly grati-
fied as with this promifed harvefl of his own fowing, took

the alarm immediately, and in order to prevent relapfes
of that kind, which might be attended with fatal confe-

rences to his hope, gave her leave to befpeak a coach,
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horfes, and liveries, to her own liking. Thus authorifed,
ihe in a very little time exhibited fuch a fpecimen of her
own tafte and magnificence, as afforded fpeculation to the

whole country, and made Trunnion's heart quake within

him, becaufe he forefaw no limits to her extravagance,
which alfo manifested itfelf in the moft expenfive prepa-
rations for her lying-in.

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the reprefen-
tative of her father's houfe, feemed now to lofe all that

hereditary refpect, and prompt her to outfhine and un-

dervalue the elder branch of her family. She behaved to

Mrs. Pickle with a fort of civil referve that implied a con-

fcious fuperiority, and an emulation in point of grandeur

immediately commenced between the two fillers. She

every day communicated her importance to the whole

parifh, under pretence of taking the air in her coach, and
endeavoured to extend her acquaintance among people of

fafhion. Nor was this an undertaking attended with great

difficulty ; for all perfons whatever, capable of maintain-

ing a certain appearance, will always find admiffion into

what is called the belt company, and be rated in point of

character according to their own valuation, without fub-

jecling their pretentions to the fmalleft doubt or exami-

nation. In all her vifits and parties, ihe feized every op-

portunity of declaring her prefent condition, obferving
that fhe was forbid by herphyficians to tafte fuch a pickle,
and that fuch a difh was poifon to a woman in her way ;

nay, where fhe was on a footing of familiarity, fhe affect-

ed to make wry faces, and complained that the young
rogue began to be very unruly, writhing herfelf into di-

vers contortions, as if fhe had been grievoufly incommod-
ed by the metal of this future Trunnion. The hufband
himfelf did not behave with all the moderation that might
have been expeted : At the club he frequently mention-

ed this circumftance of his own vigour as a pretty fuccefs-

ful feat to be performed by an old fellow of fifty- five,
and

confirmed the opinion of his ftrength by redoubled Squeezes
of the landlord's hand, which never failed of extorting a

fatisfatory certificate of his might. When his compa-
nions drank to the Hans en kclder> or Jack in the low cel-

lar, he could not help difplaying an extraordinary com-

placence of countenance, and fignified his intention of
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fending the young dog to fea, as foon as lie fhould be able

to carry a cartridge, in hopes of feeing him an officer be-

fore hi i own death.

This hope helped to confole him under the extraordi-

nary expence to which he was expofed by the profufion
of his wife, efpeciallv when he considered that his com-

pliance with her prodigality would be limited to the ex-

piration of the nine months, of which the bed part was

by this time elapfed : Y?t, in fpite of all this philofophi-
cal refignation, her fancy fometimes foared to fuch a ri-

diculous and intolerable pitch of infolence and abfurdity,
that his temper forfook him, and he could not help wifh-

injr'in fecret, that her pride might be confounded in the

diffipation of her mod flattering hopes, even though he
himfeif fhould be a principal fufferer by the difappoint-
ment. Thefe, however, were no other than the iuggef-
tions of temporary difgufts, that commonly fubfided as

fuddenly as they arofe, and never gave the lean: dillurb-

ance to the perfon who infpired them, becaufe he took

care to conceal them carefully from her knowledge.
Meanwhile fhe happily advanced in her reckoning, with

the promife of a favourable iffue ; the term of her com-

putation expired, and in the middle of the night fhe was
vifited by certain warnings that feemed to befpeak the ap-

proach of the critical moment. The commodore got up
with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who had been
feveral days in the houfe ; the goffips were immediately
fummoned, and the moft interelting expectations prevail-
ed ; but the fymptoms of labour gradually vanifhed, and,
as the matrons fagely obferved, this was no more than a

falfe alarm.

Two nights after they received a fecond intimation ;

and as fhe was fenfibly diminifhed in the waift, every

thing was fuppofed to be in a fair way : Yet this vifita-

tion was not more conclusive than the former ; her pains
wore off in fpite of all her endeavours to encourage them,
and the good women betook themfelves to their refpec-
tive homes, in expectation of finding the third attack de-

cifive, alluding to the well known maxim, that number

three is alwaysfortunate. For once, however, this apo-

thegm failed ; the next call was altogether as ineffectual

.$ the former; and moreover attended with a phenome-
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Ron which to them was equally ftrange and inexplicable :

This was no other than fuch a reduction in the fize of

Mrs. Trunnion as might have been expeted after the

birth of a full-grown child. Startled at fuch an unac-

countable event, they fat in clofe divan j and, concluding
that the cafe was in all refpets unnatural and prodigious,
defired that a meflenger might be immediately defpatched
for fome male practitioner in the a"rt of midwifery.
The commodore, without gue fling the caufe of their

perplexity, ordered Pipes immediately on this piece of

duty ; and in lefs than two hours they were aflifted by
the advice of a furgeon of the neighbourhood, who bold-

ly affirmed that the patient had never been with child.

This afleveration was like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trun-

nion, who had been, during eight whole days and nights,
in continual expectation of being hailed with the appella-
tion of father.

After fome recollection, he fwore the furgeon was an

ignorant fellow, anjd that he would not take his word for

what he advanced, being comforted and confirmed in his

want of faith by the infinuations of the midwife, who ftill

perfifted to feed Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a fpeedy
and fafe delivery ; obferving, that (he had been concerned
in many a cafe of the fame nature, where a fine child

was found, even after all figns of the mother's pregnancy
had difappeared. Every twig of hope, how {lender fo-

ever it may be, is eagerly caught hold on by people who
find themfelves in danger of being difappointed. To eve-

ry queltion propofed by her to the lady with the pream-
bles of " Han't you ?" or " Don't you ?" an anfwer was
made in the affirmative, whether agreeable to truth or

not ; becaufe the refpondent could not find in her heart

to difown any fymptom that might favour the notion (he

had fo long indulged.
This experienced proficient in the obftetric art was

therefore kept in clofe attendance for the fpace of three

weeks, during which the patient had feveral returns of

what fhe pleafed herfelf with believing to be labour pains,
till at length fhe and her hufband became the ftanding

joke of the parifh ; and this infatuated couple could fcarce

be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even when fhe

appeared as lank as a greyhound, and they were furnifhed
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with other unqucflionable proofs of their having been de

ceived. But they could not for ever remain under the

influence of this fweet delufion, which at laft faded away,
and was fucceeded by a paroxyfm of (name and confu-

fion, that kept the hufband within doors for the fpace of

a whole fortnight, and confined his lady to her bed for a

feries of weeks, during which fhe fuffered all the anguifh
of the moft intenfe mortification ; yet even this was fub-

dued by the lenient hand of time.

The firft refpite from her chagrin was employed in the

ftrit, difcharge of what are called the duties of religion,
which fhe performed with the moft rancorous feverity,

fetting on foot a perfecution in her own family, that made
the houfe too hot for all the menial fervants, even ruffled

the almoft invincible indifference of Tom Pipes, harafled

the commodore himfelf out of all patience, and fpared no
individual but Lieutenant Hatchway, whom fhe never

ventured to difoblige.

CHAPTER XI.

Jklrs. Trunnion erects a tyranny in the garrifon, while her hufband con-

ceives an affection for his nephew Perry, who manifefts a peculiarity
of difpofition even in his tender years.

.Having exercifed herfelf three months in fuch pious
amufements, fhe appeared again in the world ; but her

misfortune had made fuch an impreflion on her mind,
that fhe could not bear the fight of a child, and trembled

whenever die converfation happened to turn upon a chrif-

tening. Her temper, which was naturally none of the

fweeteft, feemed to have imbibed a double proportion of

fouring from her difappointment ; of confequence her

company was not much coveted, and fhe found very few

people difpofed to treat her with thofe marks of confider-

ation which fhe looked upon as her due. This neglect
detached her from the fociety of an unmannerly world ;

fhe concentred the energy of all her talents in the govern-
ment of her own houfe, which groaned accordingly under

her arbitrary fway ; and, in the brandy bottle, found am-

ple confolation for all the affliction fhe had undergone.

3
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As for the commodore, he in a little time weathered

his difgrace, after having fuftained many fevere jokes from
the lieutenant : and now his chief aim being to be abfent

from his own houfe as much as poffible, he frequented
the public houfe more than ever, more affiduoufly culti-

vated the friendfhip of his brother-in-law Mr. Pickle ;

and, in the courfe of their intimacy, conceived an affec-

tion for his nephew Perry, which did not end but with

his life. Indeed it muft be owned that Trunnion was not

naturally deficient in the focial paffions of the foul, which,

though they were ftrangely warped, difguiled, and over-

borne, by the circumftance of his boifterous life and edu-

cation, did not fail to manifeft themfelves occafionally

through the whole courfe of his behaviour.

As all the hopes of propagating his own name had pe-

rifhed, and his relations lay under the interdiction of his

hate, it is no wonder that, through the familiarity and

friendly intercourfe fubfiiting between him and Mr. Ga-

maliel, he contracted a liking for the boy, who by this

time entered the third year of his age, and was indeed a

very handfome, healthy, and promifing child ; and what
feemed to ingratiate him ftill more with his uncle, was a

certain oddity of difpofition, for which he had been re-

markable, even from his cradle, (it is reported of him,

that, before the firft year of his infancy was elapfed, he
ufed very often, immediately after being dreffed, in the

midft of the careffes which were beftowed upon him by
his mother, while fhe indulged herfelf in the contempla-
tion of her own happinefs, all of a fudden, to alarm her

with a fit of fhrieks and cries, which continued with great
violence till he was ftripped to the fkin with the utmoft

expedition, by order of his affrighted parent, who thought
his tender body was tortured by the misapplication of fome

unlucky pin , and when he had given them all this dif-

turbance and unneceffary trouble, he would lie iprawling
and laughing in their faces, as if he ridiculed the imper-
tinence of their concern^ Nay, it is affirmed, that one

day, when an old woman, who attended in the nurfery,
had by ftealth conveyed a bottle of cordial waters to her

rnouth, he pulled his nurfe by the fleeve, and, by a flight

glance detecting the theft, tipt her the wink with a par-
ticular flynefs of countenance, as if he had faid with a
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fneer,
"

Ay, ay, that is what you mud all come to." But
thefe inilances of reflection in a babe nine months old

are fo incredible, that I look upon them as ex po/i faflo

obfervations, founded upon imaginary recollection, when
he was in a move advanced age, and his peculiarities of

temper became much more remarkable of a piece with

the ingenious discoveries of thofe fagacious obfervers who
can difccrn fomething evidently characteriftic in the fea-

tures of any noted perfonage, whofe character they have

previoufly heard explained j yet, without pretending to

fpecify at what period of his childhood this fingularity firft

appeared, I can with great truth declare, that, when he

firft attracted the notice and affection of his "uncle, it was

plainly perceivable.
/One would imagine he had marked out the commo-
dore as a proper object of ridicule, for almoft all his little

childifh fatire was levelled againft him. I will not deny
that he might have been influenced in this particular by
the example and inltru&ion of Mr. Hatchway, who de-

lighted in fuperintending the firft efiays of his genius.
As the gout had taken up its refidence in Mr. Trunnion's

great toe, from whence it never removed, no not for a

day, little Ferry took great pleafure in treading by acci-

dent on this infirm member ; and when his uncle, incen-

fed by the pain, ufed to damn him for a hell-begotten

brat, he would appeafe him in a twinkling, by returning
the curfe with equal emphafis^ and aiking what was the

matter with old Hannibal Tough ? an appellation by
which the lieutenant had taught him to diitinguifh this

grim commander.
Neither was "this the only experiment he tried upon

the patience of the commodore, with whofe nofe he ufed

to take indecent freedom 6
, even while he was fondled on

his knee j in one month he put him to the expence of

two guineas in feal-flcin, by picking his pocket of divers

tobacco pouches, all of which he in fecret committed to

the flames. Nor did the caprice of his difpofition ab-

stain from the favourite beverage of Trunnion, who more
than once fwallowed a whole draught, in which his bro-

ther's fnuff-box had been emptied, before he perceived the

difagreeable infufion : And one day, when the commo-
dore had chaftifed him by a gentle tap with his cane, he
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fell fiat on the floor, as if he had been deprived of all

fenfe and motion, to the terror and amazement of the

{hiker ; and, after having filled the whole houie with

confufion and difmay, opened his eyes, and laughed

heartily at the fuccefs of his own impofition.
It would be an endlefs, and perhaps no very agreeable

tafk, to enumerate all the unlucky pranks he played upon
his uncle and others, before he attained the fourth year
of his age ; about which time he was fent, with an at-

tendant, to a day-fchool in the neighbourhood, that (to
ufe his good mother's own expreffion) he might be out

of harm's way. Here, however, he made little progrefs,

except in mifchief, which he practifed with impunity,
becaufe the fchoolmiitrefs would run no rilk of difoblig-

ing a lady of fortune, by exercifing unneceffary feverities

upon her only child. Neverthelefs, Mrs. Pickle was not fo

blindly partial as to be pleafed with fuch unfeafonable in-

dulgence. Perry was taken out of the hands of this

courteous teacher, and committed to the inft.ruct.ion of a

pedagogue, who was ordered to adminiller fuch correc-

tion as the boy fhould (in his opinion) deferve. This au-

thority he did not neglect to ufe ; his pupil was regular-

ly flogged twice a-day , and, after having been fubjected
to this courfe of difcipline for the fpace of eighteen

months, declared the raoft obftinate, dull, and untoward

genius that ever had fallen under his cultivation ; inftead

of being reformed, he feemed rather hardened and con-

firmed in his virious inclinations, and was dead to all

fenfe of fear as well as fhame. His mother was extreme-

ly mortified at thele fymptoms of ftupidity, which fhe

considered as an inheritance derived from the fpirit of his

father, and confequently unfurmountable by all the ef-

forts of human care. But the commodore rejoiced over

the ruggednefs of his nature, and was particularly pleafed,

when, upon inquiry, he found that Perry had beaten all

the boys in the fchool , a circumftance from which he

prognosticated every thing that was fair and fortunate in

his future fate ; obferving that, at his age, he himfelf

was juft fuch another. The boy, who was now turned

of fix, having profited fo little under the birch of his

unfparing governor, Mrs. Pickle was counfelled to fend

him to a boarding-fchool not far from London, which
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was kept by a certain perfon very eminent for his fuccefs-

ful method of education. This advice fhe the more

readily embraced, becaufe at that time fhe found herfelf

pretty far gone with another child, that fhe hoped would
confole her for the difappointment fhe had met with in

the unpromifing talents of Perry, or at any rate divide

her concern, fo as to enable her to endure the abfence of

either.

CHAPTER XII.

Peregrine is fent to a boarding-fchool : becomes remarkable for his genius
and ambition.

1 HE commodore underftanding her determination, to

which her hufband did not venture to make the leaft ob-

jection, interefted himfelf fo much in behalf of his fa-

vourite, as to fit him out at his own charge, and accompany
him in perfon to the place of his deftination ; where he

defrayed the expence of his entrance, and left him to the

particular care and infpedtion of the ufher, who having
been recommended to him as a perfon of parts and inte-

grity, received per advance a handfome confideration for

the talk he undertook.

Nothing could be better judged than this piece of li-

berality ; the afliftant was actually a man of learning,

probity, and good fenfe ; and, though obliged by the

fcandalous adminiftration of fortune to adt in the cha-

racter of an inferior teacher, had, by his fole capacity
and application, brought the fchool to that degree of re-

putation, which it never could have obtained from the

talents of his fuperior. He had eftablifhed an economy,
which, though regular, was not at all fevere, by enact-

ing a body of laws fuited to the age and comprehenfion
of every individual ; and each tranfgrefibr was fairly tried

by his peers, and punifhed according to the verdict of the

jury. No boy was fcourged for want of apprehenfion,
but a fpirit of emulation was raifed by well-timed praife

and artful comparifon, and maintained by a diftribution

of fmall prizes, which were adjudged to thofe who fig-
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nalized themfelves either by their induftry, fobriety,
or genius. This tutor, whofe name was Jennings,

began with Perry, according to his conftant maxim,
by examining the foil , that is, ftudying his temper, in

order to confult the bias of his difpofition, which was

ftrangely perverted by the abfurd difcipline he had under-

gone. He found him in a ftate of fullen infenfibility,
which the child had gradually contracted in a long courfe

of ftupifying correction ; and at firll he was not in the

leaft actuated by that commendation which animated the

reft of his fchool-fellows ; nor was it in the power of

reproach to excite his ambition, which had been buried,
as it were, in the grave of difgrace ; the ufher therefore

had recourfe to contemptuous neglect, with which he
affedted to treat this ftubbom fpirit ; forefeeing, that, if

he retained any feeds of fentiment, this weather would

infallibly raife them into vegetation : his judgment was

juftified by the event ; 'he boy in a little time began to

make obfervations
*,
he perceived the marks of distinction

with which virtue was rewarded, grew afhamed of the

defpicable figure he himfelf made among his compa-
nions, who, far from courting, rather fhunned his con-

verfation, and actually pined at his own want of import-
ance.

Mr. Jennings faw and rejoiced at his mortification,

whicli he fuffered to proceed as far as poflible, without

endangering his health. The child loft all relifh for di-

version, lothed his food, grew penfive, folitary, and was

frequently found weeping by himfelf. Thefe fymptoms
plainly evinced the recovery of his feelings, to which his

governor thought it now high time to make application ;

and therefore by little and little altered his behaviour

from the indifference he had put on, to the appearance
of more regard and attention. This produced a favour-

able change in the boy, whofe eyes fparkled with Satis-

faction one day, when his mafter exprefied himfelf with

a fhow of furprife in thefe words :
"
So, Perry ! I find you

don't want genius, when you think proper to ufe it."

Such encomiums kindled the fpirit of emulation in his

little bi-eaft ; he exerted himfelf with furprifing alacrity,

by which he foon acquitted himfelf of the imputation of

duinefs, and obtained fundry honorary filver pennies, as
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acknowledgments of his application : His fchool-fellows

now folicited his friendfhip as eagerly as they had avoid-

ed it before ; and, in lefs than a twelvemonth after his

arrival, this fuppofed dunce was remarkable for the

brightnefs of his parts ; having in that fhort period learnt

to read Englifh perfectly well, made great progrefs in

writing, enabled him felt to fpeak the French language
without hefitation, and acquired fome knowledge in the

rudiments of the Latin tongue. The uiher did not fail

to tranfmit an account of his proficiency to the commo-
dore, who received it with tranfport, and forthwith com-
municated the happy tidings to the parents.

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never fubject to violent

emotions, heard them with a fort of phlegmatic fatis-

faction, that fcarce manifefted itfelf either in his coun-

tenance or expreffions ; nor did the child's mother break

forth into that rapture and admiration which might have

been expected, when ihe underftood how much the ta-

lents of her firft-born had exceeded the hope of her

vvarmelt imagination. Not but that Ihe profeffed herfelf

well pleafed with Perry's reputation ; though fhe^obferved

that, in thefe commendations, the truth was always ex-

aggerated by fchoolmafters, for their own intereft ; and

pretended to wonder that the ufher had not mingled more

probability with his praife. Trunnion was offended at

her indifference and want of faith, and believing that fhe

refined too much in her difcernment, fwore that Jen-

nings had declared the truth, and nothing but the truth ;

for he himfelf had prophehed from the beginning that

the boy would turn out a credit to his family. But by
this time Mrs. Pickle was bleffed with a daughter, whom
ihe had brought into the world about fix months before

the intelligence arrived
,

fo that her care and affection

being otherwife engroffed, the praife of Perry was the

lefs greedily devoured. The abatement of her fondnefs

was an advantage to his education, which would have

been retarded, and perhaps ruined, by pernicious indul-

gence and prepofterous interpofition, had her love con-

sidered him as an only child ; whereas, her concern being
now diverted to another object, that fhared, at leaft, one

half of her affetion, he was left to the management of

his preceptor, who tutored him according to his own
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plan, without any let or interruption. Indeed, all his

iagacity and circumfpe&ion were but barely fufficient to

keep the young gentleman in order ; for, now that he had
won the palm of victory from his rivals in point of

fcholarfhip, his ambition dilated, and he was feized with

the defire of fubjecling the whole fchool by the valour

of his arm. Before he could bring his project to bear,

innumerable battles were fought with various fuccefs
-,

every day a bloody nofe and complaint were prefented

againft him, and his own vifage commonly bore fome
livid marks of obftinate contention. At length, how-

ever, he accomplifhed his aim ; his adverlaries were fub-

dued, his prowefs acknowledged, and he obtained the

laurel in war as well as in wit. Thus triumphant, he

was intoxicated with fuccefs. His pride rofe in propor-
tion to his power, and, in fpite of all the endeavours of

Jennings, who practifed every method he could invent

for curbing his licentious conduct, without deprefling his

fpirit, he contracted a large proportion of infolence, which
a feries of misfortunes that happened to him in the fequei
could fcarce effectually tame. Neverthelefs there was a

fund of good nature and generofity in his compofition,
and though he eftablifhed a tyranny among his comrades,
the tranquillity of his reign was maintained by the love

rather than by the fear of his fubjeCt s.

In the midft of all this enjoyment of empire, he never

once violated that refpe&ful awe with which the ufher

had found means to infpire him ; but he by no means

preferved the fame regard for the principal mailer, an old

illiterate German quack, who had formerly pratifed

corn-cutting among the quality, and fold cofmetic wafhes

to the ladies, together with teeth powders, hair-dyeing

liquors, prolific elixirs, and tinctures to fweeten the

breath. Thefe noftrums, recommended by the art of

cringing, in which he was confummate, ingratiated him
fo much with people of fafhion, that he was enabled to

let up fchool with five-and-twenty boys of the beft fa-

milies, whom he boarded on his own terms, and under-

took to inftrucl: in the French and Latin languages, fo as

to qualify them for the colleges of Weftminitcr and

Eaton. While this plan was in its infancy, he was io >

fortunate as to meet with Jennings, who, for the paltry
Vol II. E
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consideration of thirty pounds a-year, which his neceffities

compelled him to accept, took the whole trouble of edu-

cating the children upon himfelf, contrived an excellent

fyftem for that purpofe, and, by his afliduity and know-

ledge, executed all the particulars to the entire fatisfac-

tion of thole concerned, who, by the by, never inquired
into his qualifications, but fuffered the other to enjoy the

fruits of his labour and ingenuity.
Over and above a large (lock of avarice, ignorance,

and vanity, this fuperior had certain ridiculous peculiari-
ties in his perfon, fuch as a haunch upon his back, and

diftorted limbs, that feemed to attract the fatirical notice

of Peregrine, who, young as he was, took offence at his

want of reverence for his ufher, over whom he fometimes

chofe opportunities of difplaying his authority, that the

boys might not difplace their veneration. Mr. Keypflick,

therefore, fuch as I have defcribed him, incurred the con-

tempt and difpleafure of this enterprifing pupil, who now,

being in the tenth year of his age, had capacity enough
to give him abundance of vexation. He underwent many
mortifying jokes from the invention of Pickle and his

confederates ; fo that he began to entertain fufpicion of

Mr. Jennings, who, he could not help thinking, h:ut

been at the bottom of them all, and fpirited up principles
of rebellion in the fchool, with a view of making him-
felf independent. Poflefied with this chimera, which was
\oidof all foundation, the German defcended fo low as.

to tamper in private with the boys, from whom he hoped
to draw fome very important difcovery ; but he was dif-

vppointed in his expectation j and this mean practice

teaching the ears of his ufher, he voluntarily refigned his

rmployment. Finding intereft to obtain holy orders in a

1'ttle time after, he left the kingdom, hoping to find a

fetr'ement in fome of our American plantations.
The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a great re-

volution in the affairs of Keypflick, which declined from,

that moment, becaufe he had neither authority to enforce

obedience, nor prudence to maintain order among his

Scholars
; fo that the fchool degenerated into anarchy and

confufion, and he himfelf dwindled in the opinion of his

emplovers, who looked upon him as fuperannuated, and

withdrew their children from his tuition.
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Peregrine, feeing this dhTolution of their
fociety, and

finding himfelf every day deprived of fome companion,
began to repine at his fituation, and refolved, if polIible,
to procure his releafe from the jurifdidtion ot the perfon
whom he both detefted and defpifed. With this view he

went to work, and compofed the following billet, addreil-

ed to the commodore, which was the firft fpecimen of his

compofition in the epiftolary way :

" Honoured and loving uncle,
" Hoping you are in good health, this ferves to in-

form you, that Mr. Jennings is gone, and Mr. Keypftick
will never meet with his fellow. The fchool is already al-

moft broke up, and the reft daily going away ; and I beg
of you of all love to have me fetched away alio, for I

cannot bear to be any longer under one who is a perfect

ignoramus, who fcarce knows the declination of mufa,
and is more fit to be a fcarecrow than a fchoolmafter ;

hoping you will fend for me foon, with my love to my
aunt, and my duty to my honoured parents, craving their

bleffing and yours. And this is all at prefent, from ho-

noured uncle, your well-beloved and dutiful nephew and

godfon, and humble fervant to command till death,

Peregrine Pickle."

Trunnion was overjoyed at the receipt of this letter,

which he looked upon as one of the greateft etforts of

human genius, and as fuch communicated the contents

to his lady, whom he had difturbed for the purpofe in

the middle of her devotion, by fending a meflage to her

clofet, whither it was her cuftom very frequently to re-

tire. She was out of humour at being interrupted, and
therefore did not perufe this fpecimen of her nephew's

underftanding with all the relim that the commodore
himfelf had enjoyed ; on the contrary, after fundry para-

lytical endeavours to fpeak (for her tongue fometimes re-

fufed its office), fhe obferved that the boy was a pert jack-

anapes, and deferved to be feverely chaftifed for treat-

ing his betters with fuch difrefpeft. Her hufband un-

dertook his godfon's defence, reprefenting, with great

warmth, that he knew Keypftick to be a good for nothing

pimping old rafcal, and that Perry fhowed a great deal of

Eij
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fpirit and good fenfe in defirirtg to be taken from under

his command ; he therefore declared that the boy fhould

not live a week longer with fuch a fhambling fon of a

bitch, and fanctioned his declaration with abundance of

oaths.

Mrs. Trunnion, compofmg her countenance into a look

of religious demurenefs, rebuked him for his profane way
of talking , and aflced in a magifterial tone, if he intend-

ed never to lay afide that brutal behaviour ! Irritated at

this reproach, he anfwered in terms of indignation, that

he knew how to behave himfelf as well as e'er a woman
that wore a head, bade her mind her own affairs, and,

with another repetition of oaths, gave her to underftand

that he would be mafter in his own houfe.

This infinuation operated upon her fpirits like friction

upon a glafs globe ; her face gleamed with refentment,
and every pore feemed to emit particles of flame. She

replied with incredible fluency of the bittereft exprefuons.
He retorted equal rage in broken hints and incoherent

imprecations. She rejoined with redoubled fury, and in

conclufion he was fain to betake himfelf to flight, ejacu-

lating curfes againft her, and muttering fomething con-

cerning the brandy-bottle, which, however, he took care

fhould never reach her ears.

From his own houfe he went directly to vifit Mrs.

Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine's epiftle, with

many encomiums upon the boy*s promifing parts ; and

finding his commendations but coldly received, defired

fhe would permit him to take his godfon under his own
care.

This lady, whofe family was now increafed by another

fon, who feemed to engrofs her care for the preient, had
not feen Perry during a courfe of four years, and, with

regard to him, was perfectly weaned of that infirmity
known by the name of maternal fondnefs ; fhe therefore

confented to the commodore's requeft with great conde-

fcenfion, and a polite compliment to him on the concern

he had all along manifefted for the welfare of the child.
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CHAPTER XIIL

The commodore takes Peregrine under his own care. The boy arrives

at the garrifon ; is ftrangely received by his own mother; enters into

a confedracy with Hatchway and Pipes, and executes a couple of

waggifli enterprifes upon his aunt.

1 runnion having obtained this permiflion, that" very
afternoon defpatched the lieutenant in a poft-chaife

to

Keypflick's houfe, from whence, in two days, he re-

turned with our young hero 5 who being now in the

eleventh year of his age, had outgrown the expectation of

all his family, and was remarkable for the beauty and ele-

gance of his perfon. His godfather was transported at

his arrival, as if he had been actually the iflue of his own
loins. He {hook him heartily by the hand, turned him
round and round, furveyed him from top to bottom, bade

Hatchway take notice how handfomely he was built ;

Squeezed his hand again, faying,
" Damn ye, you dog, I

fuppofe you don't value fuch an old crazy fon of a bitch as

me a rope's end. You have forgot how I wont to dandle

you on my knee, when you was a little urchin no bigger
than the Davit, and played a thoufand tricks upon me, burn-

ing my baceo-pouches, and poifoning my rumbo : O, damn

ye, you can grin faft enough, I fee ; I warrant you have

learnt more things than writing and the Latin lingo."
Even Tom Pipes expreffed uncommon fatisfation on this

joyful occafion : and coming up to Perry, thurft forth his

fore paw, and accofted him with the falutationof " What
cheer, my young mailer ? I am glad to fee thee with all

my heart." Thefe compliments being pafled, his uncle

halted to the door of his wife's chamber, at which he
flood hollowing,

M Here's your kinfman Perry, belike

you won't come and bid him welcome." " Lord ! Mr.

Trunnion, faid fhe, why will you continually harafs me
in this manner with your impertinent intrufion ?" " I har-

row you, replied the commodore ; '{blood, I believe your
upper works are damaged , I only came to inform you
that here was your coufin, whom you have not feen thefe

four long years ; and I'll be damn'd if there is fuch ano-

ther of his age within the king's dominions, d'ye fee, ei-

ther for make or mettle 5 he's a credit to the name, d'ye
E
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fee ; but damn my eyes, I'll fay no more of ths matter ;

if you come, you may ; if you won't, you may let it a-

lone." "
Well, I won't come then (anfwered his yoke-

fellow), for I am at prefent more agreeably employed." >

** Oho ! you are ? I believe fo too ;" cried the commo-

dore, making wry faces, and mimicking the action cf

dram-drinking. Then addrefiing himfelf to Hatchway,
u Prithee Jack (faid he), go and try thy (kill on that fub-

born hulk ; if any body can bring her about, I know

you wool." The lieutenant accordingly taking his ftation

at the door, conveyed his perfuafion in thefe words :

"
What, won't you turn out and hail little Perry ? It

will do your heart good to fee fuch a handfon-.e young
dog ; I'm fure he is the very moral of you, and as like as

if he had been fpit out of your own mouth, as the fay-

ing is , do Ihow a little refpecl: for your kinfmau, can't

you ?" To this remonftrance (lie replied in a mild tone

of voice,
" Dear Mr. Hatchway, you are always tcafing

one in fuch a manner ; fure I am, no body can tax me
with unkindnefs, or want of natural affection j" fo fay-

ing, fhe opened the door, and advancing to the hall where
her nephew flood, received him very gracioufly, and ob-

fervcd that he was the very image of her papa.
In the afternoon, he was conducted by the commo-

dore to the houfe of his parents ; and, ftrange to tell, no
iooner was he prefented to his mother, than her counte-

nance changed, flie eyed him with tokens of affliction

and furprife, and, burfting into tears, exclaimed her child

was dead, and this was no other than an impoftor whom
they had brought to defraud her forrow. Trunnion was
confounded at this unaccountable paffion, which had no
other foundation than caprice and whim ; and Gamaliel

himfelf was fo difconcerted and unfettled in his own be-

lief, which began to waver, that he knew not how to be-

have towards the boy, whom his godfather immediately
carried back to the garrifon, fwearing all the way that

Perry ihould never crofs their threlhold again with his

good-will. Nav, fo much was he incenfed at this unna-
tural and abfurd renunciation, that he refufed to carry on

any further correfpondence with Pickle, until he was ap-

peafed by his felicitations and fubmiffion, and Peregrine
owned as his fon and heir. But this acknowledgment
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was made without the privity of his wife, whofe vitioas

averfion he was obliged, in appearance, to adopt. Thus
exiled from his father's houle, the young gentleman was
left entirely to the difpofal of the commodore, whofe
affe&ion for him daily increafed, mfomuch that he could

fcarce prevail upon himfelf to part with him, when his

education abfolutely required that he mould be otherwife

difpofed of.

In all probability, this extraordinary attachment was,
if not produced, at lead rivetted, by that peculiar turn in

Peregrine's imagination, which we have already obferved ;

and which, during his refulence in the cattle, appeared in

fundry ftratagems he practifed upon his uncle and aunt,
under the aufpices of Mr. Hatchway, who afiilted him in

the contrivance and execution of all his fchemes. Nor
was Pipes exempted from a fhare in their undertakings ;

for, being a trufty fellow, not without dexterity in lome

cafes, and altogether refigned to their will, they found
him a ferviceable inltrument for their purpofe, and uied

hun accordingly. d
ft \V, ^Hf^

/The firft fample of wmr art was exhibited upon Mrs.

"wrtfnnion. They terrified that good lady with ftrange
noifes when (he retired to her devotion. Pipes was a na-

tural genius in the compofition of difcords ; he could

imitate the found produced by the winding of a jack, the

filing of a faw, and the fwinging of a malefactor hang-

ing in chains; he could counterfeit the braying of an af3>

the fcreeching of a night owl, the caterwauling of cats,

the howling of a dog, the fqueaking of a pig, the crow-

ing of a cock ; and he had learned the war hoop utter-

ed by the Indians in North America. Thefe talents

were exerted fucceflively at different times and places, to

the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, the difcompofure of the

commodore himfelf, and the confirmation of all the fer-

vants in the caftle. Peregrine, with a iheet over his

clothes, fometimes tumbled before his aunt in the twi-

light, when her organs of vifion were a little impaired by
the cordial fhe had fwallowed ; and the boatfwain's mate

taught him to fhoe cats with walnut-fhells, fo that they
made a mod dreadful clattering in their nocturnal excur-

sions. The mind of Mrs. Trunnion was not a little dis-

turbed by thefe alarms, which, in her opinion, portended
E iiii
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the death of fome principal perfon in the family ; fhe re-

doubled her religious exercifes, and fortified her fpirits

with frefh potations ; nay, fhe began to take notice that

Mr. Trunnion's conftitution was .very much broke, and

feemed diffhtisfied when, people obferved that they never

faw him look better. Her frequent vifits to the clofet,

where all -her confolation was depofited, infpired the con-

federates with a device which had like to have been at-

tended with tragical confequences. They found an op-

portunity to infule jalap in one of her cafe-bottles, and

fhe took fo largely of this medicine, that her conftitution

had well nigh funk under the violence of its effe&J She
fuffered a fucceflion of fainting fits that reducecrher to

the brink of the grave, in fpiie of all the remedies that

were adminiftered by a
phyfician,

who was called in the

beginning of her diforder. After having examined the

fymptoms, he declared that the patient had been poifoned
with arlenic, and prefcribed oily draughts and lubricating

injections, to defend the coats of the ltomach and intei-

tines from the vellicating particles of that pernicious mi-

neral ; at the fame time hinting, with a look of infinite fa-

gacity, that it was not difficult to divine the whole myf-

tery. He affected to deplore the poor lady, as if fhe was

expofed to more attempts of the fame nature ; thereby

glancing obliquely at the innocent commodore, whom the

officious fon of ^Efculapius fufpecled as the author of this

expedient, to rid his hands of a yoke-fellow for whom he

was well known to have no great devotion. This imper-
tinent and malicious infinuation made fome impreffion up-
on the byftanders, and furnifhed ample field for flander

to afperfe the morals of Trunnion, who was reprefented

through the whole diftrit as a monfter of barbarity.

Nay, the fufferer herfelf, though fhe behaved with great

decency and prudence, could not help entertaining fome
fmall diffidence of her hufband ; not that fhe imagined
he had any defign upon her life, but that he had been at

pains to adulterate the brandy, with a view of detaching
her from that favourite liquor.
On this fuppofition fhe refolved to a& with more cau-

tion for the future, without fetting on foot any inquiry
about the affair ; while the commodore, imputing her in-

difpofiticn to fome natural caufe, after the danger was paft3
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never beftowed a. thought upon the fubjecl: ; fo that the

perpetrators were quit of their fear, which, however, had

punifhed them fo effectually, that they never would ha-

zard, any more jokes of the fame nature.

'The fhafts of their wit were now directed againft the

commander himfelf, whom they teafed and terrified al-

moft out of his fenfes. One day while he was at dinner,

Pipes came and told him that there was a perfon below
that wanted to fpealc with him immediately about an af-

fair of the greateft importance, that would admit of no

delay ; upon which he ordered the ftranger to be told

that he was engaged, and that he muft fend up his name
and bufinefs. To this demand he received for anfwer a

meffage, importing that the perfon's name was unknown
to him, and his bufinefs of fuch a nature, that it could not

be difclofed to any one but the commodore himfelf, whom
he earneftly defired to fee without lofs of time.

Trunnion, furprifed at this importunity, got up with

great reluctance in the middle of his meal, and defend-

ing to a parlour where the ftranger was, afked him in a

furly tone what he wanted with him in fuch a damn'd

hurry, that he could not wait till he had made an end of

his mefs ? The other, not at all difconcerted at this rough
addrefs, advanced clofe up to him on his tiptoes, and, with
a look of confidence and conceit, laying his mouth to one
fide of the commodore's head, whifpered foftly in his ear,
"

Sir, I am the attorney whom you wanted to converfe

with in private."
" The attorney !" cried Trunnion, flar-

ing and half choked with choler. "
Yes, Sir, at your

fervice, replied this retainer to the law, and, if you pleafe,
the fooner we defpatch the affair, the better ; for it is an
old obfervation, that delay breeds danger."

'*
Truly, bro-

ther, faid the commodore, who could no longer contain

himfelf, I do confefs that I am very much of your way of

thinking, d'ye fee ; and therefore you fhall be defpatched
in a trice ;" fo faying, he lifted up his walking ftaff,

which was fomething between a crutch and a cudgel, and

difcharged it with fuch energy on the feat of the attor-

ney's understanding, that, if there had been any thing
but folid bone, the contents of his fkull muft have been

evacuated.

Fortified as he was by nature againft all fuch aflaults,
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he could not withltand the momentum of the blow,
which in an inftant laid him flat on the floor, deprived
of all fenfe and motion j and Trunnion hopped up flairs

to dinner, applauding himfelf in ejaculations all the way
for the vengeance he had taken on fuch an impudent per

tifogging mifcreant.

The attorney no fooner awaked from his trance, into

which he had been fo unexpectedly lulled, than he cart

his eyes around in quell of evidence, by which he might
be enabled the more eafdy to prove the injury he had iuf-

tained ; but not a foul appearing, he made fhift to get

upon his legs again, and, with the blood trickling over

his nofe, followed one of the fervants into the dining-

room, refolved to come to an explanation with the aflail-

ant, and enh r extort money from him by way of fatis-

fac~lion, or provoke him to a fecond application before

witnefles. "With this view he entered the room in a peal
of clamour, to the amazement of all prefent, and the

terror of Mrs. Trunnion, who fhrieked at the appearance
of fuch a fpeclacle ; and addrefling himfelf to the com-

modore, "
I'll tell you what, Sir, faid he, if there be

law in Engbnd, I'll make you fmart for this here af-

fault : You think you have fcreened yourfelf from a pro-

fecution, by fending all your fervants out of the way,
but that circumflance will appear upon trial to be a plain

proof of the malice prepenfe with which the faci was

committed, efpecially when corroborated by the evidence

of .this here letter, under your own hand, -whereby I am
defired to come to your own houfe to tranfadl an affair

of confequence." So faying, he produced the writing,
and read the contents in thefe words :

Mr. Roger Ravine.

Sir,
Being in a manner prifoner in my own houfe, I defirc

you will give me a call precifely at three o'clock in the

afternoon, and infifl upon feeing me yourfelf, as I have

an affair of great confequence, in which your particular

advice is wanted by ycur humble fervant,

Hawser Trunnion.

The ene-eyed ccrr.manderj who had been fatisfied
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with the chaftifement he had already bellowed upon the

plaintiff, hearing him read this audacious piece of for-

gery, which he confidered as the effect of his own vil-

lany, ftarted up from table, and feizing a huge turkey
that lay in a dim before him, would have applied it, fauce

and all, by way of poultice to his wound, had he not

been rellrained by Hatchway, who laid fa ft hold on both

his arms, and fixed him to his chair again, advifing the

attorney to fheer off with what he had got. Far from

following this falutary counfel, he redoubled his threats,

and fet Trunnion at defiance, telling him he was not a

man of true courage, although he had commanded a fhio

of war, or elfe he would not have attacked any perfon in

fuch a cowardly and clandeftine manner. This provoca-
tion would have anfwered his purpofe eiTe&ually, had not

his adverfary's indignation been reprefied by the fug-

geftions of the lieutenant, who defired his friend in a

whifper to be eafy, for he would take care to have the

attorney toffed in a blanket for his prefumption. This

propofal, which he received with great approbation, pa-
cified him in a moment ; he wiped the fweat from his

forehead, and his features relaxed into a grim fmile.

Hatchway difappeared, and Ravine proceeded with

great fluency of abufe, until he was interrupted by the

arrival of Pipes, who, without any expoflulation, led

him out by the hand, and conducted him to the yard,
where he was put into a carpet, and in a twinkling fent

into the air by the ftrength and dexterity of five flout

operators, whom the lieutenant had felected from the

number of domeflics for that fingular fpeil of duty.
In vain did the aftonifhed vaulter beg for the love of

God and paffion of Chrilt, that they would take pity

upon him, and put an end to his involuntary gambols ;

they were deaf to his prayers and proteflations, even
when he fwore, in the mofl folemn manner, that, if

they would ceafe tormenting him, he would forget and

forgive what was part, and depart in peace to his own
habitation ; and continued the game till they were fa-

tigued with the exercife.

Ravine being difmiffed in a mofl melancholy plight,

brought an action of affault and battery againfl the com-

modore, and fubpcena'd all die fervants as evidences in

4
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the caufe ; but as none of them had feen what happen-
ed, he did not find his account in the profecution, though
he himfelf examined all the witnefles, and, among other

queflions, alked, Whether they had not feen him come
in like another man ? and whether they had ever feen

any other man in fuch a condition as that in which he

had crawled off ? But this laft interrogation they were
not obliged to anfwer, becaufe it had reference to the

fecond difcipline he had undergone, in which they, and

they only, were concerned ; and no perfon is bound to

give teftimony againft himfelf.

In ihort, the attorney was nonfuited, to the fatisfa&ion

of all who knew him, and found himfelf under the ne-

ceffity of proving that he had received, in courfe of port,
the letter, which was declared in court a fcandalous for-

gery, in order to prevent an indidtment with which he

was threatened by the commodore, who little dreamed
that the whole affair had been planned and executed by
Peregrine and his afTociates.

The next enterprife in which this triumvirate engaged,
was a fcheme to frighten Trunnion with an apparition,
which they prepared and executed in this manner : To
the hide of a large ox, Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a

moft terrible appearance, ftretched on the jaws of a mark,
which he had brought from fea, and accommodated with

a couple of broad giafTes inftead of eyes. On the infide

of thefe, he placed two ruih-lights, and with a compofi-
tion of fulphur and faltpetre, made a pretty large fufe,
which he fixed between two rows of the teeth. This

equipage being finifhed, he, one dark night chofen for

the purpofe, put it on, and following the commodore
into a long paflage, in which he was preceded by Perry
with a light in his hand, kindled his fire-work with a

match, and began to bellow like a bull. The boy, as it

was concerted, looking behind him, fcreamed aloud, and

dropped the
light, which was extinguiihed in the fall:

When Trunnion, alarmed at his nephew's confternation,

exclaimed,
" Zounds ! what's the matter ?" And, turn-

ing about to fee the caufe of his difmay, beheld a hide-

ous phantom vomiting blue flame, which aggravated the

horrors of its afpedt. He was inftantly feized with an

agony of fear, which diverted him of his reafon , never-
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thelefs, he, as it were mechanically, raifed his trufty fup-

porter in his own defence, and the apparition advancing
towards him, aimed it at this dreadful annoyance with

fuch a convulfive exertion of ftrength, that, had not the

blow chanced to light upon one of the horns, Mr. Pipes
would have had no caufe to value himlelf upon his inven-

tion. Mifapplied as it was, he did not fail to ftagger at

the (hock, and, dreading another fuch falutation, clofed

with the commodore, and having tripped up his heels, re-

treated with great expedition.
It was then that Peregrine, pretending to recollect him-

felf a little, ran with all the marks of disturbance and af-

fright, and called up the fervants to the afllftance of their

mafter ; whom they found in a cold fweat upon the floor,

his features betokening horror and confufion. Hatchway
raifed him up, and, having comforted him with a cup of

Nantz, began to inquire into the caufe of his diforder ;

but he could not extract one word of anfwer from his

friend, who, after a confiderable paufe, during which he

feemed to be wrapped up in profound contemplation, pro-
nounced aloud,

"
By the Lord ! Jack, you may fay what

you wool ; but I'll be damn'd if it was not Davy Jones
himfelf. I know him by his faucer-eyes, his three rows
of teeth, his horns and tail, and the blue fmoke that came
out of his noftrils. What does the blackguard hell's ba-

by want with me ? I am fure I never committed murder,

except in the way of my profeflion, nor wronged any
man whatfomever fince I firit went to fea." This fame

Davy Jones, according to the mythology of failors, is the

fiend that prefides over all the evil fpirits of the deep,
and is often feen in various fhapes, perching among the

rigging on the eve of hurricanes, fhipwrecks, and other

difafters, to which a fea-faring life is expofed ; warning
the devoted wretch of death and woe. No wonder then

that Trunnion was difturbed by a fuppofed vifit of this

demon, which in his opinion, foreboded fome dreadful

calamity.
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CHAPTER XIV.

He is alfo by their advice enpayed in an adventure with the excifema-,
who does not find his account in his own drollery.

IT.OWSOEVER prepofterous and unaccountable that paffion

may be, which prompts perfons, otherwife generous and

fympathifing, to afflift and perplex their fellow-creatures,
certain it is, our confederates entertained fuch a large pro-

portion of it, that, not fatisfied with the pranks they had

already played, they ftill perfecuted the commodore with-

out ceafing. In the courle of his own hiftory, the par-
ticulars of which he delighted to recount, he had often

rehearfed an adventure of deer-ilealing, in which (dur-

ing the unthinking impetuofity of his youth) he had been

unfortunately concerned. Far from fucceeding in that

achievement, he and his affociates had
(it feems) been

made prifoners, after an obftinate engagement with the

keepers, and carried before a neighbouring juftice of the

peace, who ufed Trunnion with great indignity, and with

his companions committed him to
jail.

His own relations, and in particular an uncle, on whom
he chiefly depended, treated him during his confinement

with great rigour and inhumanity, and abfolutely re fufed

to interpofe his influence in his behalf, unlefs he would

fign a writing obliging himfelf to go to fea within thirty

days after his releafe, under the penalty of being proceed-
ed againft as a felon. The alternative was, either to un-

dergo this voluntary exile, or remain in prifon difowned
and deferted by every body, and, after all, fufFer an ig-
nominious trial, that might end in a fentence of tranf-

portation for life. He therefore, without much hefita-

tion, embraced the propofal of his kinfman, and (as he

obferved) was, in lefs than a month after his difcharge,
turned adrift to the mercy of the wind and waves.
- Since that period he had never maintained any corre-

fpondence with his relations, all of whom had concurred

in fending him off-, nor would he ever pay the lead re-

gard to the humiliations and fupplications ot fome among
them, who had proflrated themielves before him, on the

advancement of his fortune ; but he retained a mod in-

veterate refentment againft his ur.cle, who was ftiU in be-
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ing, though extremely old and infirm, and
frequently-

mentioned his name with all the bitternefs of revenge.

Perry being perfectly well acquainted with the parti-

culars of this ftory, which he had heard fo often repeated,

propofed to Hatchway, that a perfon fhould be hired to

introduce himfelf to the commodore, with a fuppofititious

letter of recommendation from this detected kinfman ; an

impofition that, in all likelihood, would afford abundance

of diverfion.

The lieutenant relifhed the fcheme, and young Pickle

having compofed an epiftle for the occafion, the excife-

man of the parifh, a fellow of great impudence and fome

humour, in whom Hatchway could confide, undertook to

transcribe and deliver it with his own hand, and alfo per-
lonate the man in whofe favour it was feigned to be writ.

He accordingly one morning arrived on horfeback at the

garrifon, two hours at leaft before Trunnion ufed to get

up, and gave Pipes, who admitted him, to underitand,
that he had a letter for his mailer, which he was order-

ed to deliver to none but the commodore himfelf. This

meiTage was no fooner communicated, than the indignant
chief (who had been waked for the purpofe) began to

Gurfe the meiTenger for breaking" his reit, and fwore he

would not budge till his ufual time of turning out. This
relolution being conveyed to the ftranger, he deiired the

carrier to go back and tell him, he had fuch joyful tidings
to impart, that he was lure the commodore would think

himfelf amply rewarded for his trouble, even if he had
been raifed from the grave to receive them.

This aflurance, flattering as it was, would not have

been powerful enough to perfuade him, had it not been
afiifted with the exhortations of his fpoufe, which never

failed to influence his conduct. He therefore crept out

of bed, though not without great repugnance, and, wrap-

ping himfelf in his morning gown, was fupported down
itairs, rubbing his eye, yawning fearfully, and grumb-

ling ail the way. As foon as he popped his head into the

parlour, the fuppofed ftranger made divers awkward bows,
and with a grinning afpect accofted him in thefe words :

** Your moil humble fervant, moft noble commodore !

I hope you are in good health ; you look pure and hearty ;

andr if it was not for that misfortune of your eye,, one
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would not defire to fee a more pleafant countenance in a

fummer's day. Sure as I am a living foul, one would
take you to be on this fide of threefcore. Laud help us !

I fhould have known you to be a Trunnion, if I had met
with you in the midft of Salilbury plain, as the faying is."

The commodore, who was not at all in the humour of

relifhing fuch an impertinent preamble, interrupted him
in this place, faying, with a peevifli accent,

" Pfhaw !

pfhaw ! brother, there's no occafion to bowfs out fo much

unneceflary gum ; if you can't bring your difcourfe to

bear on the right fubject, you had much better clap a

ftopper on your tongue, and bring yourfelf up, d'ye fee :

I was told you had fomething to deliver." " Deliver !

(cried the waggifh impoftor) odds heart ! I have got fome-

thing for you that will make your very entrails rejoice
within your body. Here's a letter from a dear and wor-

thy friend of yours. Take, read it, and be happy. Blef-

fings on his old heart ! one would think he had renewed
his age, like the eagles." Trunnion's expectation being
thus raifed, he called for his fpectacles, adjufted them to

his eye, took the letter, and, being curious to know the

fubfcription, no fooner perceived his uncle's name, than

he darted back, his lip quivered, and he began to fhake

in every limb with refentment and furprife ; neverthelefs,

eager to know the fubjecl:
of an epiflle from a perfon who

had never before troubled him with any fort of addrefs,
he endeavoured to recollect himfelf, and perufed the con-

tents, which were thefe :

"
Loving Nephew,

"
I doubt not but you will be rejoiced to hear of my

welfare ; and well you may, confidering what a kind un-

cle I have been to you in the days of your youth, and how
little you deferred any fuch thing ; for you was always a

gracelefs young man, given to wicked courfes and bad

company, whereby you would have come to a fhameful

end, had it not been for my care in fending you out of

mifchief's way. But this is not the caufe of my prefent

writing. The bearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is a diftant

relation of yours, being the fon of the coufin of your aunt

Margery, and is not over and above well as to worldly
matters. He thinks of going to London, to fe? for fome

2
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poft in the excife or cuftoms, if fo be that you will re-

commend him to fome great man of your acquaintance,
and give him a fmall matter to keep him till he is pro-
vided. I doubt not, nephew, but you will be glad to

ferve him, if it was no more but for the refpet you bear

to me, who am,

Loving nephew,
Your affectionate uncle,

And fervant to command,
Tobiah Trunnion."

It would be a difficult talk for the inimitable Hogarth
himfelf to exhibit the ludicrous expreilion of the com-
modore's countenance, while he read this letter. It was
not a ftare of aftonifhment, a convulfion of rage, or a

ghaftly grin of revenge, but an aflociation of all three,

that took poffefiion of his features. At length he hawked

up, with incredible ftraining, the interjection Ah ! that

feemed to have ftuck fome time in his windpipe, and thus

gave vent to his indignation :
" Have I come along fide

of you at laft, you old {linking curmudgeon ! you lie,

you loufy hulk, you lie you did all in your power to

founder me when I was a (tripling ; and, as for being

gracelefs, and wicked, and keeping bad company, you
tell a damned lie again, you thief ; there was not a more

peaceable lad in the county, and I kept no bad company
but your own, d'ye fee." Therefore, you Trickle, or

what's your name, tell the old rafcal that fent you hither,

that I fpit in his face, and call him horie ; that I tear his

letter into rags, fo ; and that I trample upon it as I would

upon his own villanous carcafs, d'ye fee." So faying, he

danced in a fort of frenzy upon the fragments of the

paper, which he had fcattered about the room, to the in-

expreffible fatisfation of the triumvirate, who beheld the

fcene.

The excifeman having got between him and the door,
which was left open for his efcape, in cafe of necefhty,
affeted great confufion and lurprife at his behaviour,

faying, with an air of mortification,
" Lord be mercilul

unto me ! is this the way you treat your own relations,

and the recommendation of your beft friend ! Surely all

gratitude and virtue has left this finful world ! What
Vol. II. F
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will coufin Tim, and Dick, and Tom, and good mother

Pipkin, and her daughters, coufins Sue, and Prue, and

Peg, with all the reft of our kinsfolk, fay, when they
hear of this unconfcionable reception that I have met with ?

Confuler, Sir, that ingratitude is worfe than the fin of

witchcraft, as the Apoftle wifely obferves
-,
and do not

fend me away with fuch unchriftian ufage, which will

lay a heavy load of guilt upon your poor miferable foul."
" What, you are on a cruife for a poll, brother Trickle,

an't ye ? (faid Trunnion, interrupting him), we fliall find

a poft for you in a trice, my boy. Here, Pipes, take this

faucy fon of a bitch, belay him to the whipping-poft in

the yard. I'll teach you to rowce me in the morning
with fuch impertinent meffages." Pipes, who wanted to

carry the joke farther than the excifeman dreamed of,

laid hold of him in a twinkling, and executed the orders

of his commander, notwithstanding all his nods, winking,
and significant geftures, which the boatfwain's mate would

by no means understand : fo that he began to repent of

the part he ated in this performance, which was like to

end fo tragically, and ftood faftened to the flake, in a

very difagreeable ftate of fufpenfe, cafting many a rueful

look over his left fhoulder (while Pipes was abfent in

queft of a cat and nine tails), in expectation of being re-

lieved by the interposition of the lieutenant, who did not,

however, appear. Tom, returning with the inftrument

of correction, undrefled the delinquent in a trice, and

whifpering in his ear, that he was very forry for being

employed in fuch an office, but durft not for his foul di'f-

obey the orders of his commander, flourifhed the fcourge
about his head, and, with admirable dexterity, made fuch

a fmarting application to the offender's back and moul-

ders, that the distracted gauger performed fundry new-

cuts with his feet, and bellowed hideoufly with pain, to

the infinite fatisfattion of the fpeclators. At length,
when he was almoft flea'd from his rump to the nape of

his neck, Hatchway, who had purpofely abfented himfeif

hitherto, appeared in the yard, and, interposing in his be-

half, prevailed upon Trunnion to call off the executioner,
and ordered the malefactor to be releafed.

The excifeman, mad with the catastrophe he had un-

dergone, threatened to be revenged upon his employers*
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by making a candid confefBon of the whole plot ; but the

lieutenant giving him to underftand, that, in fo doing,
he would bring upon himielf a profecution for fraud,

forgery, and impofture, he was fain to put up with his

lofs, and fneaked out of the garrilbn, attended with a

volley of curfes difcharged upon him by the commodore,
who was exceedingly irritated by the disturbance and dif-

appointment he had undergone.

CHAPTER XV.

The commodore detedls the machinations of the confpirators, and hires a

tutor for Peregrine, whom he fettles at Winchefter fchool.

1 his was not the lead affliction he fuffered from the

unwearied endeavours and inexhaufted invention of his

tormentors, who harafied him with fuch a variety of

mifchievous pranks, that he began to think all the de-

vils in hell had confpired againft his peace -,
and accord-

ingly became very ferious and contemplative on the fub-

jefc.
In the courfe of his meditations, when he recollected

and compared the circumftances of every mortification to

which he had been lately expofed, he could not help fuf-

pedting that fome of them mult have been contrived to

vex him ; and, as he was not ignorant of his lieutenant's

difpofition, nor unacquainted with the talents of Pere-

grine, he refolved to obferve them both for the future

with the utmolt care and circumfpetion. This refolu-

tion, aided by the incautious condudt of the confpira-

tors, whom, by this time, fuccefs had rendered heedlefs

and indifcreet, was attended with the defired effect. He
in a little time detected Perry in a new plot, and, by dint

of a little chaftifement, and a great many threats, ex-

torted from him a confelhon of all the contrivances in

which he had been concerned. The commodore was
thunderftruck at the difcovery, and fo much incenfed

againft Hatchway for the part ne had ated in the whole,
that he deliberated with himfelf, whether he fhould de-

mand fatisfattion with fword and piitol, or difmifs him

Fij
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from the garrifon, and renounce all friendlhip with him
at once. But he had been fo long accuftomed to Jack's

company, that he could not live without him ; and, upon
more cool reflection, perceiving that what he had dene

was rather the effecT: of wantonnefs than malice, which
lie himfelf would have laughed to fee take place upon

any other perfon, he determined to devour his chagrin,
and extend his forgivenefs even to Pipes, whom, in the

firft fally
of his paflion, he had looked upon in a more

criminal light than that of a fimple mutineer. This de-

termination was feconded by another, which he thought

abfolutely necefTary for his own repofe, and in which his

own intcrefl, and that of his nephew concurred.

Peregrine, who was now turned of twelve, had made
fuch advances under the inftruclion of Jennings, that he

often difputed upon grammar, and was fometimes thought
to have the better in his contefts with the parifh pried,

who, notwithstanding this acknowledged fuperiority of

his antagonift, did great juflice to his genius, which he

afTured Mr. Trunnion would be loft for want of cultiva-

tion, if the boy was not immediately fent to profecute his

itudies at fome proper feminary of learning.
This maxim had been more than once inculcated upon

the commodore by Mrs. Trunnion, who, over and above

the deference {he paid to the parfon's opinion, had a rea-

fon of her own for wifhing to fee the houfe clear of Pe-

regrine, at whofe prying difpofition fhe began to be very

uneafy. Induced by thefe motives, which were joined

by the folicitation of the youth himfelf, who ardently

longed to fee a little more of the world, his uncle deter-

mined to fend him forthwith to Winchefter, under the

immediate care and infpec~tion of a governor, to whom he

allowed a very handfome appointment for that purpofe.
This gentleman, whofe name was Mr. Jacob Jolter, -had

been fchool-fellow with the parfon of the pariih, who re-

commended him to Mrs. Trunnion as a perfon of great
worth and learning, in every refpecl: qualified for the of-

fice of a tutor. He likewife addetl, by way of eulogium,
that he was a man of exemplary piety, and particularly
zealous for the honour of the church of which he was a

member, having been many years in holy orders, though
he did not then exercife any fundlion of the priefthood.
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Indeed Mr. Joker's zeal was fo exceedingly fervent, as on
fome occafions to get the better of his difcretion , for,

being an high churchman, and of confequence a malcon-

tent, his refentment was habituated into an unfurmount-
able prejudice againffc thfc prefent difpofition of affairs,

which, by confounding the nation with the minUlry,
fometimes led him into erroneous, not to fay abfurd cal-

culations ; otherwife a man of good morals, well verfed

in mathematics and fchool divinity, ftudies which had
not at all contributed to fweeten and unbend the natural

fournefs and feverity of his complexion.
This gentleman being deftined to the charge of fuper-

intending Perry's education, every thing was prepared for

their departure ; and Tom Pipes, in confequence of his

own petition, put into livery, and appointed footman to

the young fquire. But, before they fet out, the commo-
dore paid the compliment of communicating his defign
to Mr. Pickle, who approved of the plan, though he durft

not venture to fee the boy ; fo much was he intimidated

by the remonftrances of his wife, whofe averfion to her

firft-born became every day more inveterate and unac-

countable. This unnatural caprice feemed to be fup-

ported by a confkleration which (one would imagine)

might have rather vanquifhed her difguft. Her fecond

fan Gam, who was now in the fourth year of his age,
had been rickety from the cradle, and as remarkably un-

promifing in appearance as Perry was agreeable in his

perfon. As the deformity increafed, the mother's fond-

nefs was augmented, and the virulence of her hate againft
the other fon feemed to prevail in the fame proportion.

Far from allowing Perry to enjoy the common privi-

leges of a child, fhe would not luffer him to approach,
his father's houfe, expreffed uneafinefs whenever his name

happened to be mentioned, fickened at his praife, and in

all refpecls behaved like a moft rancorous ftepmother.

Though fhe no longer retained that ridiculous notion of

his being an importer, fhe (till continued to abhor him,
as if (lie really believed him to be fuch ;

and when any

perfon defired to know the caufe of her furprifing diflike,

ihe always loft her temper, and peevifhly replied, that fhe

had reafons of her own, which fhe was not obliged to

declare , nay, fo much was fhe affected by this vinous

Fiij
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partiality, that fhe broke off all commerce with her fifter-

in-law and the commodore, becaufe they favoured the

poor child with their countenance and protection.
Her malice, however, was fruftrated by the love and

generofity of Trunnion, who, having adopted him as his

own fon, equipped him accordingly, and carried him and

his governor in his own coach to the place of deftination,

where they were fettled on a very genteel footing, and

every thing regulated according to their defires.

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great decency at the de-

parture of her nephew, to whom, with a great many pi-
ous advices and injunctions to behave with fubmiflion and
reverence towards his tutor, {he prefented a diamond ring
of fmall value, and a gold medal, as tokens of her affec-

tion and efteem. As for the lieutenant, he accompanied
them in the coach ; and fuch was the friendfhip he had

contracted for Perrv, that, when the commodore pro-

pofed to return, after having accompliihed the intent of

his journey, Jack abfolutely refufed to attend him, and

flgnified his refolution to ftay where he was.

Trunnion was the more ftartled at this declaration, as

Hatchway was become fo necefTary to him in almoft all the

purpofes of his life, that he forefaw he fhould not be able

to exift without his company. Not a little affected with

this confideration, he turned his eye ruefully upon the

lieutenant, faying, in a piteous tone,
" What ! leave me

at laft, Jack, after we have weathered fo many hard gales

together i Damn my limbs ! I thought you had been

more of an honed heart : I looked upon you as my fore-

maft, and Tom Pipes as my mizen ; now he is carried

away ; if fo be as you go too, my (landing rigging being

decayed, d'ye fee, the firft fquall will bring me by the

board. Damn ye, if in cafe I have given offence, can't

you fpeak above board, and I (hall make you amends."

Jack being afhamed to own the true fituation of his

thoughts, after fome hefitation, anfwered with perplexity
and incoherence,

" No, damme ! that an't the cafe nei-

ther , to be fure you always ufed me in an officer-like

manner, that I mull own, to give the devil his due, as

the faying is ; but for all that, this here is the cafe, I have

fome thoughts of going to fchool myfelf to learn your
Latin lingo ; for, as the faying is, Better late mend than
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never. And I am informed as how one can get more for

the money here than any where elfe."

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convince him of the

folly of going to fchool at his years, by reprefenting that

the boys would make game of him, and that he would
become a laughing-flock to all the world ; he perfifted in

his refolution to ftay, and the commodore was fain to

have recourfe to the mediation of Pipes and Perry, who

employed their influence with Jack, and at laft prevailed

upon him to return to the garrifon, after Trunnion had

promifed he fhould be at liberty to vifit them once a

month. This ftipulation being fettled, he and his friend

took leave of the pupil, governor, and attendant, and next

morning fet out for their habitation, which they reached

in fafety that fame night.
Such was Hatchway's reluctance to leave Peregrine,

that he is faid, for the firft time in his life, to have looked

mifty at parting : Certain I am, that, on the road home-

wards, after a long paufe of filence, which the commo-
dore never dr'amed of interrupting, he exclaimed all of

a fudden,
" Pll be damn'd if the dog ha'n't given me

fome fluff to make me love him." Indeed there was

fomething congenial in the difpofition of thefe two friends,

which never failed to manifeft itfelf in the fequel, how-
foever different their education, circumftances, and con-

nections happened to be.

CHAPTER XVI.

Peregrine diflinguilhes himfelf among his fchool- fellows, expofes his tu-

tor, and attracts the particular notice of the mailer.

1 hus left to the profecution of his fludies, Peregrine
was in a little time a diftinguifhed character, not only for

his acutenefs of apprehenfion, but alfo for that mifchie-

vous
fertility

of fancy, of which we have already given
fuch pregnant examples^ But, as there was a great num-
ber of fuch luminaries in this new fphere to which he

belonged, his talents were not fo confpicuous, while they
fhone in his fingle capacity, as they afterwards appeared,

Fnij-
'
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when they concentred and reflected the rays of the whole

conftellation.

fhx firft he confined himfelf to piddling game, exercif-

ing his genius upon his own tutor, who attracted his at-

tention, by endeavouring to feafon his mind with certain

political maxims, the fallacy of which he had difcern-

ment enough to perceive. Scarce a day palled in which
he did not find means to render Mr. jolter the object of

ridicule ; his violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, awk-
ward folemnity, and ignorance of mankind, 'afforded con-

tinual food for the raillery^ petulance, and fatire of his

pupil, who never neglected an opportunity of laughing,
and making others laugh at his expence.

Sometimes, in their parties, by mixing brandy in his

wine, he decoyed this pedagogue into a debauch, during
which his cautien forlook him, and he expofed himfelf

to the cenfure of the company. Sometimes, when the

converfation turned upon intricate fubjeCts, he pradtifed

upon him the Socratic method of confutation, and, un-

der pretence of being informed, by an artful train of puz-

zling queftions, infenfibly betrayed him into felf- contra-

diction^
All the remains of authority which he had hitherto pre-

ferved over Peregrine foon vaniihed ; fo that, for the future,

no fort of ceremony fubfilted betwixt them, and all Mr.

Joker's precepts were conveyed in hints of friendly advice,

which the other might either follow or negledt at his own

pleafure. No wonder then that Peregrine gave a loofe

to his inclinations, and, by dint of genius, and an enter-

prifing temper, made a figure among the younger clafs of

heroes in the fchool.

Beiore he had been a full year at Winchefter, he had

fignalized himfelf in fo many achievements in defiance

to the laws and regulations of the place, that he was look-

ed upon with admiration, and actually chofen Dux,
or leader, by a large body of his cotemporaries. It

was not long before his fame reached the ears of his maf-

ter, who tent for Mr. Jolter, communicated to him the

informations he had received, and defired him to check

the vivacity of his charge, and redouble his vigilance in

time to come, elfe he fhould be obliged to make a public

example of his pupil for the benefit of the fchool.
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The governor, confcious of his own unimportance, was
not a little difconcerted at this injunction, which it was
not in his power to fulfil by any compultive means. He
therefore went home in a very penfive mood, and, afrer

mature deliberation, refolved to expoftulate with Pere-

grine in the molt familiar terms, and endeavour to dif-

fuade him from practices which might affect his charac-

ter as well as intereft. He accordingly frankly told him
the fubject of the mafter's diicourfe, reprefented the dif-

grace he might incur by neglecting this warning, and,

putting him in mind of his own fituation, hinted the con-

sequences of the commodore's difpleafure, in cafe he fhould

be brought to difapprove of his conduct. Thefe infinua-

tions made the greater imprelnon, as they were delivered

with many exprefiions of friendihip and concern. The

young gentleman was not fo raw but that he could per-
ceive the folidity of Mr. Joker's advice, to which he pro-
mifed to conform, becaule his pride was interefted in the

affair , and he confidered his own reformation as the only
means of avoiding that infamy which (even in idea) he
could not bear.

His governor, finding him fo reafonable, profited by
thefe moments of reflection, and, in order to prevent a

relapfe, propofed that he fhould engage in fome delight-
ful ftudy, that would agreeably amufe his imagination,
and gradually detach him from thofe connections which
had involved him in fo many troublefome adventures.

For this purpofe, he, with many rapturous encomiums,
recommended the mathematics, as yielding more rational

and fenfible pleafures to a youthful fancy than any other

fubject of contemplation, and actually began to read Eu-
clid with him that fame afternoon.

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning with

all that warmth of application which boys commonly
yield on the firft change of ftudy j but he had fcarce

advanced beyond the Pons AJtnorum when his ardour a-

bated ; the.teft of truth by demonftration did not elevate

him to thofe tranfports of joy with which his preceptor
had regaled his expectation ; and before he arrived at the

fortieth-and-feventh propofition, he began to yawn dreari-

ly, make abundance of wry faces, and thought himfelf

but indifferently paid fior his attention, when he fhared
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the vaft difcovery of Pythagoras, and undcrftood that the

fquare of the hvpothenufe was equal to the fquares of

the other two fides of a right-angled triangle. He was

afhamed, however, to fail in his undertaking, and per-
fevered with great induflry, until he had finifhed the firft

four books, acquired plain trigonometry, with the me-
thod of algebraical calculation, and made himfelf well

acquainted with the principles of furveying. But no con-

fideration could prevail upon him to extend his inquiries
farther in this fcience, and he returned with double re-

lifh to his former avocations, like a llream, which, being
dammed, accumulates more force, and, burfting over its

mounds, rufhes down with double impetuofity.
Mr. Jolter faw with aftonifhment and chagrin, but

could not refill: the torrent. His behaviour was now no
other than a feries of licenfe and effrontery ; prank fuc-

ceeded prank, and outrage followed outrage, with fur-

prifing velocity. Complaints were every day preferred

againlt him ; in vain were a*dmonitions bellowed by the

governor in private, and menaces difcharged by the ma-
sters in public ; he difregarded the firft, defpifed the lat-

ter, diverted himfelf of all manner of reftraint, and pro-
ceeded in his career to fuch a pitch of audacity, that a

confultation was held upon the fubjecl, in which it was
determined that this untoward fpirit fhould be humbled

by a fevere and ignominious flogging for the very next of-

fence he mould commit. In the mean time, Mr. Jolter

was defired to write in the mailer's name to the commo-

dore^ requefling him to remove Tom Pipes from the per-
ibn of his nephew, the faid Pipes being a principal a<Slor

and abetter in all his malverfations ; and to put a flop to the

monthly vifitations of the mutilated lieutenant, who had

never once failed to ufe his permiflion, but came punctual
to a day, always fraught with fome new invention. Iiir-

deed, by this time, Mr. Hatchway was as well known,
and much better beloved by every boy in the fchool, than

the mafter who inflructed him, and always received by a

number of fcholars, who uled to attend Peregrine when
he went forth to meet his friend, and condutl him to his

lodging with public tellimonies of joy and applaufe.
As for Tom Pipes, he was not fo properly the attend-

ant of Peregrine as mafler of the revels to the whole

4
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fchool. lie mingled in all their parties, and fuperintend-
ed their diverfions, deciding between boy and boy, as if

he ared by commiflion- under the great feal. He regu-
lated their motions by his whiftle, inftruled the young
boys in the games of huftle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck-

farthing ; imparted to thofe of a more advanced age, the

fciences of cribbage and all-fours, together with the me-
thod of ftorming the caftle, acting the comedy of Prince

Arthur, and other pantomimes, as they are commonly
exhibited at fea ; and inftruted the feniors, who were

diftinguffhed by the appellation of bloods, in cudgel-

playing, dancing the St. Giles's hornpipe, drinking flip,

and fmoking tobacco. Thefe qualifications had rendered

him fo neceflary and acceptable to the fcholars, that, ex-

clufive of Perry's concern in the affair, his difmiffion, in

all probability, would have produced fome dangerous con-

vulfion in the community. Jolter, therefore, knowing
his importance, informed his pupil of the directions he

had received, and very candidly afked how he fhould de-

mean himfelf in the execution ; for he durft not write

to the commodore without this previous notice, fearing
that the young gentleman, as foon as he fhould get an

inkling of the affair, would follow the example, and make
his uncle acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it was
the governor's intereft to keep concealed. Peregrine was of

opinion that he fhould fpare himfelf the trouble of convey-

ing any complaints to the commodore; and if queftioned by
the mafter, allure him he had complied with his defire ;

at the fame time he promifed faithfully to conduct him-
felf with fuch circumfpection for the future, that the ma-
ilers fhould have no temptation to revive the inquiry.
But the refolution attending this extorted promife was too

frail to laft, and, in lefs than a fortnight, our young hero

found himfelf entangled in an adventure, from which he

was not extricated with his ufual good fortune.
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CHAPTER XVII.

He is conremed in a dangerous adventure with a certain gardener; fn-

blimes Lis ideas, commences gallant, and becomes acquainted with
Mifs Emily Gauntlet.

J71E and fomc of his companions one day entered a gar-
den in the fuburbs, and having indulged their appetites,

defired to know what fatisfation they muft make for the

fruit they had pulled. The gardener demanded what (in

their opinion) was an exorbitant price, and they, with

many opprobrious terms, refufed to pay it. The pea-
fant being furly and untraceable, infilled upon his right ;

neither was he deficient nor fparing in the eloquence of

vulgar abufe. His guefts attempted to retreat ; a fcuffle

enfued, in which Peregrine loft his cap ; and the gar-

dener, being in danger, from the number of his foes,

called to his wife to let loofe the dog, who inftantly flew to

his mailer's affiftance, and, after having tore the leg of

one, and the fhoulder of another, put the whole body of

the fcholars to flight. Enraged at the indignity which had

been offered them, they folicited a reinforcement of their

friends, and, with Tom Pipes at their head, marched

back to the field of battle. Their adverfary feeing them

approach, called his apprentice, who worked at the other

end of the ground, to his afliftance, armed him with a

mattock, while he himfelf wielded an hoe, bolted his door

on the infide, and, flanked with his man and maftiff,

waited the attack without flinching. He had not remain-

ed three minutes in this pofture of defence, when Pipes,
who afted as the enemy's forlorn hope, advanced to the

gate with great intrepidity, and clapping his foot to the

door, which was none of the ftoutelt, with the execution

and defpatch of a petard, fplit it into a thoufand pieces.
This fudden execution had an immediate effect upon the

'prentice, who retreated with great precipitation, and e-

fcaped at a poftern. But the niaftcr placed himfelf like

another Hercules in the breach ; and when Pipes, bran-

difhing his cudgel, ftepped forward to engage him, level-

led his weapon with fuch force and dexterity at his head,

that, had the fcull been made of penetrable (tuff, the iron

edge muft have cleft his pate in twain. Cafemated as he



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 93

was, the inftrument cut fheer even to the bone, on which it

(truck with fuch amazing violence, that fparks of real fire

were produced by the collifion. And let not the incredulous

reader pretend to doubt the truth of this phenomenon, un-

til he fhall have firft perufed the ingenious Peter Kolben's

Natural Hiftory of the Cape of Good Hope, where the

inhabitants commonly ufe to ftrike fire with the fhin-

bones of lions, which have been killed in that part of

Africa.

Pipes, though a little difconcerted, far from being dif-

abled by the blow, in a trice retorted the compliment
with his truncheon ; which, had not his antagonift ex-

peditioufly flipped his head afide, would have laid him
breathlefs acrofs his own threfhold ; but, happily for

him, he received the falutation upon his right fhoulder,

which crafhed beneath the ftroke, and the hoe dropped
inftantly from his tingling hand.- Tom perceiving, and

being unwilling to forego the advantage he had gained,
darted his head into the bofom of this fon of earth, and
overturned him on the plain, being himfelf that inftant

affauited by the maftifF, who fattened upon the outfide

of his thigh. Feeling himfelf incommoded by this af-

failant in his rear, he quitted the proftrate gardener to

the refentment of his aflbciates, who poured upon him
in fhoals, and, turning about, laid hold with both his

hands of this ferocious animal's throat, which he fqueez-
ed with fuch incredible force and perfeverance, that the

creature quitted his hold, his tongue lolled out of his jaws,
the blood (tarted from his eyes, and he fwung a lifelefs

trunk between the hands of his vanquifher.
It was well for his matter that he did not longer ex-

ift ! for by this time he was overwhelmed by fuch a

multitude of foes, that his whole body fcarce afforded

points of contact to all the fifts that drummed upon it,

confequently, to ufe a vulgar phrafe, his wind was al-

moft knocked out, before Pipes had leifure to interpofe
in his behalf, and perfuade his offenders to defift, by repre-

senting that the wife had gone to alarm the neighbourhood,
and that in all probability they would be intercepted in

their return. They accordingly liftened to his remon-

ftrances, and marched homewards in triumph, leaving
the gardener in the embraces of his mother earth, from
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which he had not power to move when he was found by
his difconfolate helpmate and fome friends, whom fhe had
aflembled for his afliitance. Among thefe was a black-

fmith and farrier, who took cognizance of his carcafs,

every limb of which having examined, he declared there

was no bone broke, and, taking out his fleam, blooded

him plentifully as he lay. He was then conveyed to his

bed, from which he was not able to ftir during a whole
month. His family coming upon the parifh, a formal

complaint was made to the mailer of the fchool, and Pe-

regrine reprefented as the ringleader of thofe who com-
mitted this barbarous affault. An inquiry was immediately
fet on foot, and the articles of impeachment being fully

proved, our hero was fentenced to be feverely chaftifed in

the face of the whole fchool. This was a difgrace, the

thoughts of which his proud heart could not brook. "He

refolved to make his elopement rather than undergo the

punifhment to which he was doomed ; and having figni-

iied his fentiments to his confederates, they promifed, one

and all, to Hand by him, and either fcreen him from the

chaftifement, or (hare his fate.

Confiding in this friendly proteflation, he appeared un-

concerned on the day that was appointed for his punifh-
ment ; and, when he was called to his deftiny, advanced

towards the fcene, attended by the greateft part of the

fcholars, who intimated their determination to the ma-

iler, and propofed that Peregrine fhould be forgiven.
The fuperior behaved with that dignity of demeanour
which became his place, reprefented the folly and pre-

emption of their demand, reprehended them for their

audacious proceeding, and ordered every boy to his re-

fpedlive ftation. They obeyed his command, and our

unfortunate hero was publicly horfed, in terrorem of all

whom it might concern.

This difgrace had a very fenfible efFel upon the mind
of Peregrine, who having by this time palled the four-

teenth year of his age, began to adopt the pride and

fentiments of a man. Thus dishonourably iligmatized,
he was afhamed to appear in public as ufual \ he was in-

cenfed againft his companions for their infidelity and ir-

refolution, and plunged into a profound reverie that laft-

ed feveral weeks, during which he (hook off his boyifh
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connexions, and fixed his view upon objects which he

thought more worthy of his attention.

In the courfe of his gymnaftic exercifes, at which he

was very expert, he contracted intimacies with feveral

youths who were greatly his fuperiors in point of age,
and who, pleafed with his afpiring genius and addrefs,

introduced him into parties of gallantry which ftrongly

captivated his inclination. He was by nature particu-

larly adapted for fucceeding in adventures of this kind ;

over and above a moft engaging perfon, that improved
with his years, he poflefled a dignified affurance, an a-

greeable ferocity which enhanced the conqueft of the

fair who had the good fortune to enflave him, unlimited

generofity, and a fund of humour which never failed to

pleafe. Nor was he deficient in the more folid accom-

plifhments of youth : he had profited in his ftudies be-

yond expectation, and befides that fenfibility of discern-

ment which is the foundation of tafte, and in confe-

quence of which, he diftinguifhed and enjoyed the beau-

ties of the claffics, he had already given feveral Specimens
of a very promifing poetic talent.

With this complexion and thcfe qualifications, no won-
der that our hero attracted the notice and affections of

the young Delias in town, whofe hearts had juft begun
to flutter for they knew not what. Inquiries were made

concerning his condition ; and no fooner were his expec-
tations known, than he was invited and carefled by all

the parents, while their daughters vied with each other in

treating him with particular complacency. He infpired love

and emulation wherever he appeared ; envy and jealous

rage followed of courfe j fo that he became a very defirable,

though a very dangerous acquaintance. His moderation

was not equal to his fuccefs : his vanity took the lead of

his paffions, diflipating his attention, which might other-

wife have fixed him to one object ; and he was pofieffed
with the rage of increafing the number of his conquests.
With this view he frequented public walks, concerts, and

aflemblies, became remarkably rich and faihionable in his

clothes, gave entertainments to the ladies, and was in the

utmoft hazard of turning out a moft egregious coxcomb.
While his character thus wavered between the ridicule

of fome, and the regard of others, an accident happen-
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cd, which, by contracting his view to one objer, detach-
ed him from thofe vain purfnits that would in time have

plunged him into an abyfs of folly and contempt. Being
one evening at the ball which is always given to the la-

dies at the time of the races, the perfon who adted as

mafter of the ceremonies, knowing how fond Mr. Pickle

was of every opportunity to difplay himfelf, came up and
told him that there was a fine young creature at the other

end of the room, who feemed to have a great inclination

to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, the gentleman
who attended her being in boots.

Peregrine's vanity being aroufed at this intimation, he
went up to reconnoitre the young lady, and was ftruck

with admiration at her beauty. She feemed to be of his

own age, was tall, and, though llender, exquifitely fhap-
ed

,
her hair was auburn, and in fuch plenty, that the

barbarity of drefs had not been able to prevent it from

{hading both fides of her forehead, which was high and

polifhed ; the contour of her face was oval, her noie very
little raifed in the aquiline form, that contributed to the

fpirit and dignity of her afpecT: ; her mouth was fmall,
her lips plump, juicy, and delicious, her teeth regular
and white as driven fnow, her complexion incredibly de-

licate and glowing with health, and her full blue eyes
beamed forth vivacity and love. Her mien was at the

fame time commanding and engaging, her addrefs per-

fectly genteel, and her whole appearance fo captivating,
that our young Adonis looked, and was overcome.

He no fooner recollected himfelf from his aftonifh-

ment, than he advanced to her with a graceful air of re-

fpecl, and begged (he would do him the honour to walk
a minuet with him. She feemed particularly pleafed with

his application, and very frankly complied with his requeft.
The pair was too remarkable to efcape the particular no-

tice of the company; Mr. Pickle was well known by almoft

every body in the room ; but his partner was altogether a

new face, and of confequence underwent the criticifm of

all the ladies in the affembly ; one whifpered,
" She has

a good complexion, but don't you think fhe is a little

awry ?" a fecond pitied her for her mafculine nofe; a third

obferved, that fhe was awkward for want of feeing compa-

ny ; a fourth diftinguifhed fomething very bold in her coun-
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tenance , and, in fhort, there was not a beauty in her

whole compofition which the glafs of envy did not per-
vert into a blemifh.

The men, however, looked upon her with different

eyes : among them her appearance produced an univerfal

murmur of applaufe j they encircled the fpace on which
fhe danced, and were enchanted by her graceful motion.

While they launched out in the praife of her, they ex-

preffed their difpleafure at the good fortune of her part-

ner, whom they damned for a little finical coxcomb, that

was too much engrofled by the contemplation of his own

perfon, to difcern or deferve the favour of his fate. He
did not hear, therefore could not repine at thefe invedlives ;

but while they imagined he indulged his vanity, a much
more generous paffion had taken pofTeffion of his heart.

Inftead of that petulance of gaiety for which he had
been diftinguifhed in his public appearance, he now gave
mahifeft figns of confufion and concern ; he danced with
an anxiety which impeded his performance, and blufhed

to the eyes at every falfe ftep he .made. Though this ex-

traordinary agitation was overlooked by the men, it could

not efcape the obfervation of the ladies, who perceived it

with equal furprife and refentment ; and when Peregrine
led this fair unknown to her feat, exprefTed their pique
in an affected titter, which broke from every mouth at

the fame inftant, as if all of them had been informed by
the fame fpirit.

Peregrine was nettled at this unmannerly mark of dif-

approbation, and, in order to increafe their chagrin, en-

deavoured to enter into particular converfation with their

fair rival. The young lady herfelf, who neither wanted

penetration, nor the confcioufnefs of her own accom-

plifhments, refented their behaviour, though fhe triumph-
ed at the caufe of it, and gave her partner all the encou-

ragement he could defire. Her mother, who was pre-

fent, thanked him for his civility, in taking fuch notice

of a ftranger, and he received a compliment of the fame
nature from the young gentleman in boots, who was her

own brother.

If he was charmed with her appearance, lie was quite
ravifhed with her difcourfe, which was fenfible, fpirit-

ed, and gay. Her frank and fprightly demeanour excit-

es/. 12. G
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ed his own confidence and good humour ; and he defcrib-

ed to her the chara&ers of thofe females who had ho-

noured them with fuch a fpiteful mark of diftin&ion, in

terms fo replete with humourous fatire, that me feemed

to lilten with particular complacency of attention, and dif-

tinguifhed every nymph thus ridiculed with fuch a fignili-

cant glance, as overwhelmed her with chagrin and mor-

tification. In fhort, they feemed to reliih each other's

conversation, during which our young Damon acquitted
himfelf with great Ik ill in all the duties of gallantry ; he

laid hold of proper opportunities to exprefs his admiration

of her charms, had recourfe to the filent rhetorick of ten-

der looks, breathed divers infidious fighs, and attached

himfelf wholly to her during the remaining part of the en-

tertainment.

When the company broke up, he attended her to her

lodgings, and took leave of her with a fqueeze of the

hand, after having obtained permiffion to vifit her next

morning, and been informed by the mother that her name
was Mifs Emilia Gauntlet.

All night long he clofed not an eye, but amufed him-
felf with plans of pleafure, which his imagination fuggeft-

ed, in confequence of this new acquaintance. He rofe

with the lark, adjufted his hair into an agreeable negli-

gence of curl, and, dreffing himfelf in a genteel gray
frock, trimmed with filver binding, waited with the ut-

moft impatience for the hour of ten, which no fooner

{truck than he hied him to the place of appointment,
and, inquiring for Mifs Gauntlet, was fhown into a par-
lour. Here he had not waited above ten minutes, when
Emilia entered in a moft enchanting undrefs, with all the

graces of nature playing about her perfon, and in a mo-
ment rivetted the chains of his ilavery beyond the power
of accident to unbind.

Her mother being dill a-bed, and her brother gone to

give orders about the chaife, in which they propofed to

return that fame day to their own habitation, he enjoyed
her company tete a tete a whole hour, during which he

declared his love in the moft paffionate terms, and beg-

ged that he might be admitted into the number of thofe

admirers whom fhe permitted to vifit and adore her.

She affected to look upon his vows and proteftations as
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the ordinary effe&s of gallantry, and very obligingly af-

fured him, that, were fhe to live in that place, fhe fhould
be glad to fee him often ; but, as the fpot on which fhe

refided was at a confiderable diftance, fhe could not ex-

pect he would go fo far upon fuch a trifling occafion, as

to take the trouble of providing himfelf with her mamma's
permiflion.
To this favourable hint he anfwered with all the eager-

nefs of the mod fervid paffion, that he had uttered nothing
but the genuine dictates of his heart ; that he defired no-

thing fo much as an opportunity of evincing the fmcerity
of his profelftons ; and that, though fhe lived at the ex-

tremity of the kingdom, he would find means to lay him-
felf at her feet, provided he could vifit her with her mo-
ther's confent, which he allured her he would not fail to

folicit.

She then gave him to underftand, that her habitation

was about fixteen miles from Winchefter, in a village
which fhe named, and where (as he could eafily collect

from her difcourfe) he would be no unwelcome gueft.
In the midft of this communication they were joined

by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with great courtefy,

thanking him again for his politenefs to Emy at the ball,

and anticipated his intentions, by faying that fhe fhould

be very glad to fee him at her houfe, if ever his occafions

fhould call him that way.

CHAPTER XVIII.

He Inquires into the fituation of this young lady, with whom he is ena-

moured; elopes from fchool ; is found by the lieutenant, conveyed to

Winchefter, and fends a letter with a copy of vcrfes to his miftrefs.

XtLe was tranfported with pleafure at this invitation, which

he allured her he fhould not neglec-t ; and, after a little

more converfation on general topics, took his leave of the

charming Emilia, and her prudent mamma, who had per-
ceived

tfye
firft emotions of Mr. Pickle's paflion for her

daughter, and been at fome pains to inquire about his fa-

milv and fortune.

G ii
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Neither was Peregrine lefs inquifitive about the fitua-

tion and pedigree of his new miftrefs, who, he learned,
was the only daughter of a field officer, who died before

he had it in his power to make fuitable provifion for his

children ; that the widow lived in a frugal, though decent

manner, on her penfion, afTifted by the bounty of her re-

lations ; that the fon carried arms as a volunteer in the

company which his father had commanded ; and that

Emilia had been educated in London, at the expence of

a rich uncle, who was feized with the whim of marrying
at the age of fifty-five ; in confequence of which, his

niece had returned to her mother, without any vifible de-

pendence, except on her own conduct and qualifications.
This account, though it could not diminifh his affec-

tion, neverthelefs alarmed his pride ; for his warm ima-

gination had exaggerated all his own profpeefs ; and he

began to fear that his paflion for Emilia might be thought
to derogate from the dignity of his fituation : The ftruggle
between his intereft and love produced a perplexity which
had an evident effect upon his behaviour ; he became pen-
five, folitary, and peevifh, avoided all public diverfions,

and grew fo remarkably negligent in his drefs, that he was
fcarce difling'uifhable by his own acquaintance. This con-

tention of thoughts continued feveral weeks, at the end of

which the charms of Emilia triumphed over every other

confideration. Having received a fupply of money from

the commodore, who a&ed towards him with great ge-

nerality, he ordered Pipes to put up fome linen, and other

necefTaries, in a fort of knapfack which he could conve-

niently carry, and, thus attended, fet out early one morn-

ing on foot for the village where his charmer lived, at

which he arrived before two o'clock in the afternoon ;

having chofen this method of travelling, that his route

might not be fo eafily difcovered, as it muft have been,
had he hired horfes, or taken a place in the ftage coach.

The firit thing he did was to fecure a convenient lodg-

ing at the inn where he dined ; then he fluffed himfelf,

and, according to the direction he had received, went to

the houfe of Mrs. Gauntlet in a tranfport of joyous ex-

pectation. As he approached the gate, his agitation in-

creafed, he knocked with impatience and concern, the

door opened, and he had actually afked if Mrs. Gauntlet
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was at home, before he perceived that the portrefs was
no other than his dear Emilia. She was not without emo-
tion at the unexpected fight of her lover, who inftantly

recognizing his charmer, obeyed the irrefiftible impulfe of

his love, and caught the fair creature in his arms. Nor
did fhe feem offended at this forwardnefs of behaviour,
which might have difpleafed another of a lefs open difpo-

fition, or lefs ufed to the freedom of a fenGble education ;

but her natural franknefs had been encouraged and im-

proved by the eafy and familiar intercourfe in which fhe

had been bred ; and therefore, inftead of reprimanding
him with a feverity of look, fhe with great good humour
rallied him upon his affurance, which, fhe obferved, was

undoubtedly the effedt of his own confcious merit, and
conducted him into a parlour, where he found her mo-

ther, who in very polite terms expreffed her fatisfa<Stion

at feeing him within her houfe.

After tea, Mifs Emy propofed an evening walk, which

they enjoyed through a variety of little copies and lawns,
watered by a molt romantic ftream, that quite enchanted
the imagination of Peregrine.

It was late before they returned from this agreeable ex-

curfion , and when our lover wifhed the ladies good night,
Mrs. Gauntlet infifted upon his ftaying to fupper, and
treated him with particular demonftrations of regard and

affeclion. As her economy was not encumbered with an

unneceffary number of domeftics, her own prefence was
often required in different parts of the houfe ; fo that the

young gentleman was fupplied with frequent opportuni-
ties of promoting his fuit, by all the tender oaths and in-

finuations that his paffion could fuggeft. He protefted
her idea had taken fuch entire poffeflion of his heart, that,

finding himfelf unable to fupport her abfence one day

longer, he had quitted his ftudies, and left "his governor

by ftealth, that he might vifit the objet of his adoration,

and be bleffed in her company for a few days without in-

terruption.
She liftened to his addreffes with fuch affability as de-

noted approbation and delight, and gently chid him as a

thoughtlefs truant, but carefully avoided the confeflion of

a mutual flame ; becaufe fhe difcerned, in the midft of

all his tendernefs, a levity of pride which fhe durft no$
G iii
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venture to iruft with fuch a declaration. Perhaps fhe was
confirmed in this caution by her mother, who very wife-

ly, in her civilities to him, maintained a fort of ceremo-

nious diftance, which fhe thought not only requifite for

the honour and intereft of her family, but likewife for her

own exculpation, fhouM fhe ever be taxed with having

encouraged or abetted him in the imprudent fallies of his

youth : Yet, notwithftanding this affected referve, he was
treated with fuch diftin&ion by both, that he was ravifh-

ed with his fituation, and became more and more ena-

moured every day.
While he remained under the influence of this fweet

intoxication, his abfence produced great difturbance at

Winchefter. Mr. Jolter was grievoufly afflicted at his

abrupt departure, which alarmed him the more, as it hap-

pened after a long fit of melancholv which he had per-
ceived in his pupil. He communicated his apprehenfions
to the matter of the fchool, who advifed him to apprife
the commodore of his nephew's difappearance, and in the

mean time inquire at all the inns in town, whether he had

hired horfes, or any fort of carriage, for his conveyance,
or was met with on the road by any perfon who could

give an account of the direction in which he travelled.

This fcrutiny, though performed with great diligence
and minutenefs, was altogether inefFe&ual ; they could

obtain no intelligence of the runaway. Mr. Trunnion
was well nigh diftrated at the news of his flight ; he

raved with great fury at the imprudence of Peregrine,

whom, in his firft tranfports, he damned as an ungrateful
deferter ; then he curfed Hatchway and Pipes, who he

fwore had foundered the lad by their pernicious counfels ;

and, laflly, transferred his execrations upon Jolter, be-

caufe he had not kept a better look-out : finally, he made
an apoflrophe to that fon of a bitch the gout, which for

the prefent difabled him from fearching for his nephew
in perfon. That he might not, however, neglect any
means in his power, he immediately defpatched exprefTes
to all the fea-port towns on that coaft, that he might be

prevented from leaving the kingdom ; and the lieutenant,

at his own defire, was fent acrofs the country, in quefl of

this young fugitive.
Four days had he unfuccefsfully carried on his inquiries

4
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with great accuracy, when, refolving to return by Win-
chefter, where he hoped to meet with fome hints of in-

telligence, by which he might profit in his future fearch,

he ftruck off the common road to take the benefit of a

nearer cut, and finding himfelf benighted near a village,

took up his lodgings at the firft inn to which his horfe

directed him. Having befpoke fomething for fupper, and

retired to his chamber, where he amufed himfelf with a

pipe, he heard a confufed noife of ruftic jollity, which

being all of a fudden interrupted, after a fhort paufe his

ear was faluted with the voice of Pipes, who, at the feli-

citation of the company, began to entertain them with a

fong.

Hatchway inftantly recognized the well known found,
in which indeed he could not poffibly be miftaken, as no-

thing in nature bore the leaft refemblance to it ; he threw

his pipe into the chimney, and, fnatching up one of his

piftbls, ran immediately to the apartment from whence
the voice iffued ; he no fooner entered, than diftinguifh-

ing his old (hip-mate in a crowd of country peafants, he
in a moment fprung upon him, and, clapping his piftol
to his breaft, exclaimed,

" Damn you, Pipes, you are a

dead man, if you don't immediately produce young maf-
ter."

This menacing application had a much greater effect:

upon the company than upon Tom, who looking at the

lieutenant with great tranquillity, replied,
"
Why, fo I

can, Mr. Hatchway."
" What ! fafe and found ?" cried

the other. " As a roach," anfwered Pipes, fo much to

the fatisfa&ion of his friend Jack, that he fhook him by
the hand, and defired him to proceed with his fong. This

being performed, and the reckoning difcharged, the two
friends adjourned to the other room, where the lieutenant

was informed of the manner in which the young gentle-
man had made his elopement from college, as well as of

the other particulars of his prefent fituation, as far as they
had fallen within the fphere of the relater's comprehen-
fion.

While they fat thus conferring together, Peregrine,

having taken leave of his miftrefs for the night, came

home, and was not a little furprifed when Hatchway, en-

tering his chamber in his fea attitude, thruit cut his hand

G
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by way of falutation. His old pupil received him, as ulual,

with great cordiality, and exprefied his aitcniihment at

meeting him in that place ; but when he underitood the

caufe and intention of his arrival, he ftarted with concern,

and, his vifage glowing with indignation, told him he was
old enough to be judge of his own conduct, and, when
he mould fee it convenient, would return of himfelf j but

thofe who thought he was to be compelled \o his duty
would find themfelves egregioufly miftaken.

The lieutenant afiured him, that, for his own part, he

had no intention to offer him the leait violence ,
but at

the fame time he reprefented to him the danger of in-

cenfing the commodore, who was already almolt ,di{lrat-

ed on account of his abfence ; and, in ihort, conveyed his

arguments, which were equally obvious and valid, in fuch

expreflions of friend (hip and refpet, that Peregrine yield-
ed to his remonflrances, and promifed to accompany him
next day to Winchefter.

Hatchway, overjoyed at the fuccefs of his negotiation,
went immediately to the hoftler, and befpoke a poft-chaife
for Mr. Pickle and his man, with whom he afterwards in-

dulged himfelf in a double can of rumbo, and, when the

night was pretty far advanced, left the lover to his repofe,
or rather to'the thorns of his own meditation , for he flept

not one moment, being incefTantly tortured with the pro-

fpecl: of parting from his divine Emilia, who had now ac-

quired the molt abfolute empire over his foul. One mi-

nute he propofed to depart early in the morning, without

feeing this enchantrefs, in whole bewitching pretence he
durft not trull his own refolution. Then the thoughts of

leaving her in fuch an abrupt and difrefpelful manner in-

terpofed in favour of * his love and honour. This war of

fentiments kept him all night upon the rack, and it was
time to rife before he had determined to vifit his charm-

er, and candidly impart the motives that induced him to

leave her.

He accordingly repaired to her mother's houfe with a

heavy heart, being attended to the gate by Hatchway, who
did not choofe to leave him alone ; and, being admitted,
found Emilia juft rifen, and, in his opinion, more beauti-

ful than ever.

Alarmed at his early vifit, and the gloom that over-
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fpread his countenance, fhe flood in filent expectation of

hearing fome melancholy tidings ; and it was not till after

a considerable paufe that he collected refolution enough
to tell her he was come to take his leave. Though fhe

flrove to conceal her forrow, nature was not to be fup-

prefled ; every feature of her countenance faddened in a

moment, and it was not without the utmoft difficulty that

Ihe kept her lovely eyes from overflowing. He faw the

Situation of her thoughts, and, in order to alleviate her

concern, aflured her he fhould find means to fee her again
in a very few weeks ; meanwhile, he communicated his

reafons for departing, in which fhe readily acquiefced ;

and having mutually cbnfoled each other, their tranfports
of grief fubfided, and before Mrs. Gauntlet came down
ilairs, they were in a condition to behave with great de-

cency and refignation.
This good lady exprefled her concern when fhe learn-

ed his refolution, faying, Ihe hoped his occafions and in-

clination would permit him to favour them with his agree-
able company another time.

The lieutenant, who began to be uneafy at Peregrine's

flay, knocked at the door, and being introduced by his

friend, had the honour of breakfafling with the ladies ;

on which occafion his heart received fuch a rude fhock

from the charms of Emilia, that he afterwards made a

merit with his friend of having conflrained himfelf io far

as to forbear commencing his profefTed rival.

At length they bade adieu to their kind entertainers,

and in lefs than an hour fetting out from the inn, arrived

about two o'clock in Winchefler, where Mr. Jolter was
overwhelmed with joy at their appearance.
The nature of this adventure being unknown to all ex-

cept thofe who could be depended upon, every body who

inquired about the caufe of Peregrine's abfence, was told

that he had been with a relation in the country, and the

mailer condefcended to overlook his indifcretion ; fo that

Hatchway, feeing every thing fettled to the fatisfalion

of his friend, returned to the garrifon, and gave the com-
modore an account of his expedition.
The old gentleman was very much ftartled when he

heard there was a lady in the cafe, and very emphatically

obferved, that a man had better be fucked into the gulf
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of Florida, than once get into the indraught of a woman ;

becaufe, in one cafe, he may with good pilotage bring out

his veflel fafe between the Bahamas and the Indian fhore ;

but in the other there is no outlet at all, and it is in vain

to ftrive againft the current ; fo that of courfe he muft be

embayed, and run chuck upon a lee-ihore. He refolved,

therefore, to lay the ftate of the cafe before Mr. Gama-
liel Pickle, and concert fuch meafures with him as -mould

be thought likelieft to detach his fon from the purfuit of

an idle amour, which could not fail of interfering in a

dangerous manner with the plan of his education.

In the mean time, Perry's ideas were totally engrofled

by his amiable miitrefs, who, whether he flept or waked,
was ftill prefent in his imagination, which produced the

following ftanzas in her praife.

\

i.

Adieu, ye firearm that fmoothly flow,
Ye vernal airs that foftly blow,
Ye plains by blooming fpring array'd,
Ye birds that warble through the fhade.

11.

Unhurt from you my foul could fly,

Nor drop one tear, nor heave one figh ;

But loic'd from Celia's charms to part,
All joy deferts my drooping heart,

in.
O ! fairer than the rofy morn,
When flowers the dewy fields adorn ;

XJnfullied as the genial ray,
That warms the balmy breeze of May.

IV.

Thy charms divinely bright appear,
And add new fplendour to the year ;

Improve the day with frefli delight,
And gild with joy the dreary night !

This juvenile production was enclofed in a very tender

billet to Emilia, and committed to the charge of Pipes,
who was ordered to fet out for Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation

with a prefent of venifon, and a compliment to the la-

dies ; and directed to take fome opportunity of delivering
the letter to Mifs, without the knowledge of her mamma-
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CHAPTER XIX.

His meffetigcr meets with a misfortune, to which he applies a very ex-

traordinary expedient, that is attended with ftrangc confluences.

As a ftage-coach patted within two miles of the village
where fhe lived, Tom bargained with the driver for a feat

on the box, and accordingly departed on this mefiage,

though he was indifferently qualified for commifiions of

fuch a nature : Having received particular injunctions
about the letter, he refolved to make that the chief object
of his care, and very fagacioufly conveyed it between his

itocking and the fole of his foot, where he thought it

would be perfectly fecure from all injury and accident.

Here it remained until he arrived at the inn where he had

formerly lodged, when, after having refrefhed himfelf

with a draught of beer, he pulled off his flocking, and
found the poor billet fullied with duft, and torn in a thou-

fand tatters by the motion of his foot in walking the laft

two miles of his journey. Thunderftruck at this pheno-
menon, he uttered a long and loud ivheiv ! which was
lucceeded by an exclamation of " Damn my old fhoes !

a bite by God !" then he refted his elbows on the table,

and his forehead upon his two fills, and in that attitude

deliberated with himfelf upon the means of remedying
this misfortune.

As he was not diffracted by a vaft number of ideas, he
foon concluded, that his beft expedient would be to em-

ploy the clerk of the parifh, who he knew was a great

icholar, to write another epiftle according to the direc-

tions he mould give him , and never dreaming that the

mangled original would in the leaft facilitate this fcheme,
he very wifely committed it to the flames, that it might
never rife up in judgment againfl him.

Having taken this wife flep, he went in queft of the

fcribe, to whom he communicated his bufmefs, and pro-
mifed a full pot by way of gratification. The clerk, who
was alfo fchoolmafter, proud of an opportunity to diftin-

guifh his talents, readily undertook the taik ; and repair-

ing with his employer to the inn, in lefs than a quarter
pf an hour produced a morfel of eloquence fo much to
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the fatisfa&ion of Pipes, that he fqueezed his hand
by-

way of acknowledgment, and doubled his allowance of

ber. This being difcufied, our courier betook himfelf to

the houfe of Mrs. Gauntlet, with the haunch of venifon

and this fuccedaneous letter, and delivered his menage to

the mother, who received it with great refpect, and many
kind inquiries about the health and welfare of his mafter,

attempting to tip the meflenger a crown, which he abfo-

lutely refufed to accept, in confequence of Mr. Pickle's

repeated caution. While the old gentlewoman turned to

a fervant, in order to give directions about the difpofal of

the prelent, Pipes looked upon this as a favourable occa-

fion to tranfacl: his bufmeis with Emilia, and therefore

Shutting one eye, with a jirk of his thumb towards his left

fhoulder, and a moil fignificant twift of his countenance,
he beckoned the young lady into another room, as if he

had been fraught with fomething of confequence, which
he wanted to impart. She underftood the hint, howfo-
ever ftrangely communicated, and, by ftepping to one fide

of the room, gave him an opportunity of flipping the epif-
tle into her hand, which he gently fqueezed at the fame
time in token of regard ; then throwing a fide glance at

the mother, whofe back was turned, clapped his ringer on

the fide of his nofe, thereby recommending fecrecy and
discretion.

Emilia conveying the letter into her bofom, could not

help fmiling at Tom's politenefs and dexterity ; but left

her mamma (hould detect him in the execution of his

pantomime, fhe broke off this intercourfe of figns, by afk-

ing aloud when he propofed to fet out on his return to

Winchefter. When he anfwered,
" To-morrow morn-

ing," Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to the hofpitality

of her own footman, defiring him to make much of Mr.

Pipes below, where he was kept to fupper, and very cor-

dially entertained. Our young heroine, impatient to read

her lover's billet, which made her heart throb with raptur-

ous expectation, retired to her chamber as foon as poffible,

with a view of perufing the contents, which were thefe :

Divine emprefs of my foul !

If the refulgent flames of your beauty had not evapo-
rated the particles of my tranfporied brain, and fcorched
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my intellects into a cinder of
ftolidity, perhaps the re-

fplendency of my paflion might fhine illuftrious through
the fable curtain of my ink, and in fublimity tranfcand

the galaxy itfelf, though wafted on the pinions of a

gray goofe quill ! But ah ! celeftial enchantrefs ! the ne-

cromancy of thy tyrannical charms hath fettered my fa-

culties with adamantine chainsj which, unlefs thy com-

panion fhall melt, I mult eternally remain in the Tartarean

gulf of difmal defpair. Vouchfafe, therefore, O - thou

brighteft luminary of this terreftrial fphere t to warm as

well as (hine ; and let the genial rays of thy benevolence

melt the icy emanations of thy difdain, which hath fro-

zen up the fpirits of angelic pre-eminence ! thy mod egre-

gious admirer and fuperlative flave,

Peregrine Pickle.

Never was aftonifhment more perplexing than that of

Emilia, when {he read this curious compofition, which
(he repeated verbatim three times, before fhe would credit

the evidence of her own fenfes She began to fear in

good earned that love had produced a diforder in her lo-

ver's understanding ; but after a thoufand conjectures, by
which fhe attempted to account for this extraordinary
fuftian of

flyle,
fhe concluded that it was the effect: of

mere levity, calculated to ridicule the paflion he had for-

merly profeffed. Irritated by this fuppofition, fhe re-

folved to baulk his triumph with affected indifference,

and in the mean time endeavour to expel him from that

place which he poffeffed within her heart : And indeed,
fuch a victory over her inclinations might have been ob-

tained without great difficulty ; for fhe enjoyed an eafi-

r.efs of temper that could accommodate itfelf to the emer-

gencies of her fate , and her vivacity, by amufing her

imagination, preferved her from the keener fenfations of

forrow. Thus determined and difpofed, fhe did not fend

any fort of anfwer, or the leaft token of remembrance

by Pipes, who was fuffered to depart with a general com-

pliment from the mother, and arrived at Winchefter the

next day.

Peregrine's eyes fpavkled when he faw his meffenger
come in, and he ftretched out his hand in full confidence

of receiving fomc particular mark of his Emilia's affec-



I IO THE ADVENTURES OF

tion ; but how was he confounded, when he found his

hope fo cruelly difappointed ! In an inftant his counte-

nance fell. He flood for fome time filent and abafhed,
then thrice repeated the interrogation of " What ! not

one word from Emilia ?" And dubious of his courier's

difcretion, inquired minutely into all the particulars of

his reception. He afked, if he had feen the young lady ;

if ihe was in good health ; if he had found an opportu-

nity of delivering his letter, and how fhe looked, when he

put it into her hand ? Pipes anfwered, That he had ne-

ver feen hsr in better health or higher fpirits ; that he
had managed matters fo as not only to prefent the billet

unperceived, but alfo to afk her commands in private be-

fore he took his leave, when fhe told him that the letter

required no reply. This laft circumflance he confidered

as a manifeft mark of difrefpect, and gnawed his lips with

refentment. Upon further reflection, however, he fup-

pofed that fhe could not conveniently write by the mef-

fenger, and would undoubtedly favour him by the poit.
This confideration confoled him for the prefent, and, he
waited impatiently for the fruits of his hope ; but after he
had feen eight days etapfed without reaping the fatisfac-

tion with which he had flattered himfelf, his temper for-

fook him, he raved againft the whole fcx, and was feized

with a fit of fullen chagrin ; but his pride in a little time

came to his affiftance, and refcued him from the horrors

cf the melancholy fiend. He refolved to retort her own

neglect upon his ungrateful miftrefs ; his countenance

gradually refumed its former ferenity ; and though by
this time he was pretty well cured of his foppery, he ap-

peared again at public diverfions with an air of gaiety and

unconcern, that Emilia might have a chance of hearing
how much, in all likelihood, he difregarded her difdain.

There are never wanting certain officious perfons, who
take pleafure in promoting intelligence of this fort. His

behaviour foon reached the ears of Mifs Gauntlet, and

confirmed her in the opinion (he had conceived from his

letter ; fo that fhe fortified herfelf in her former fenti-

ments, and bore his indifference with great philofophy.
Thus a correfpondence which had commenced with -all

the tendernefs and fincerity of love, 2nd every promife
of duration, was interrupted in its infancy by a mifunder-
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{landing occafioned by the fimpHcity of Pipes, who never

once reflected upon the confequences of his deceit.

Though their mutual, paflion was by thefe means fup-

prefled for the prefent, it was not altogether extinguished,
but glowed in feeret, though even to themfelves unknown,
until an occafion, which afterwards offered, blew up the

latent flame, and love refumed his empire in their breafts.

While they moved, as it were, without the iphere of

each other's attraction, the commodore fearing that Perry
was in danger of involving himfelf in fome pernicious

engagement, refolved, by advice of Mr. Joker and his

friend the parifh priefl, to recal him from the place where
he had contracted fuch imprudent connections, and fend

him to the univerfity, where his education might be com-

pleted, and his fancy weaned from ail puerile amufe-

ments.

This plan had been propofed to his own father, who, as

hath been already obferved, flood always neuter in every

thing that concerned his eldeft fon , and as for Mrs.

Pickle, fhe had never heard his name mentioned fince his

departure, with any degree of temper or tranquillity, ex-

cept when her hufband informed her that he was in a fair

way of being ruined by this indifcreet amour. It was
then fhe began to applaud her own forefight, which had
difcerned the mark of reprobation in that vitious boy, and
launched out in comparifon between him and Gammy,
who, fhe obferved, was a child of uncommon parts and

folidity, and, with the blefling of God, would be a com-
fort to his parents, and an ornament to the family.

Should I affirm that this favourite, whom fhe com-
mended fo much, was in every refpect the reverfe of what
fhe defcribed ; that he was a boy of mean capacity, and,

though remarkably diilorted in his body, much more
crooked in his difpofition ; and that fhe had perfuaded
her hufband to efpoufe her opinion, though it was con-

trary to common fenfe, as well as to his own perception :

I am afraid the reader will think I reprefent a monfter

that never exifled in nature, and be apt to condemn the

economy of my invention j neverthelefs, there is nothing
more true than every circumflance of what I have ad-

vanced ; and I wifh the picture, fingular as it is, may not

be thought to refemble more than one original.
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CHAPTER XX.

Peregrine is fummoned to attend his uncle: is more and more hated by
his own mother ; appeals to his father, whofe condtfcenfion is defeated

by the dominion of his wife.

jL)ut, waving thefe reflections, let us return to Pere-

grine, who received a fummons to attend his uncle, and

in a few days arrived with Mr. Joker and Pipes at the

garrifon, which he filled with joy and fatisfa&ion. The
alteration which, during his abfence, had happened in

his perfon, was very favourable in his appearance, which,
from that of a comely boy, was converted into that of a

moft engaging youth. He was already taller than a middle

fized man, his ihape afcertained, his finews well knit, his

mein greatly improved, and his whole figure as elegant
and graceful as if it had been caft in th$ fame mould with

the Apollo of Belvidere.

Such an outfide could not fail of prepoffeffing people
in his favour. The commodore, notwithstanding the ad-

vantageous reports he had heard, found his expectation
exceeded in the perfon of Peregrine, and fignified his ap-

probation in the moft fanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion
was ftruck with his genteel addrefs, and received him
with uncommon marks of complacency and affecrion ; he
was carefTed by all the people in the neighbourhood, who,
while they admired his accomplifhments, could not help

pitying his infatuated mother, for being deprived of that

unutterable delight which any other parent would have

enjoyed in the contemplation of fuch an amiable fon.

Divers efforts were made by fome well-difpofed people
to conquer, if poffible, this monftrous prejudice ; but

their endeavours, inftead of curing, ferved only to in-

flame the diftemper,/and fhe never could be prevailed

upon to indulge him with the lead mark of maternal re-

gard. On the contrary, her original difguft degenerated
into iuch inveteracy of hatred, that fhe left no ftone un-

turned to alienate the commodore's affe&ion for this her

innocent child, and even pra&ifed the moft malicious de-

famation to accomplifh her purpofe. Every day did fhe

abufe her hufband's ear with fome forged inftance of Pe-

2
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regfine's ingratitude to his uncle, well knowing that it

would reach the commodore's knowledge at night.

Accordingly Mr. Pickle ufed to tell him at the club,
that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him in fuch a

company, and afperfed his fpoufe upon another occa-

fion ; and thus retail the little fcandalous iflue of his own
wife's invention. Luckily for Peregrine, the commodore

paid no great regard to the authority of his informer, be-

caufe he knew from what channel his intelligence flowed ;

befides, the youth had a (launch friend in Mr. Hatchway,
who never failed to vindicate him when he was thus un-

juftly accufed, and always found argument enough to

confute the affertions of his enemies. But, though Trun-
nion had been dubious of the young gentleman's princi-

ples, and deaf to the remonftrances of the lieutenant,

Perry was provided with a bulwark ftrong enough to de-

fend him from all fuch aflaults. This was no other than

his aunt, whofe regard for him was perceived to increafe

in the fame proportion as his own mother's diminifhed ;

and indeed the augmentation of the one was, in all pro-

bability, owing to the decreafe of the other ;
for the two

ladies, with great civility, performed all the duties of good
neighbourhood, and hated each other molt pioufly in their

hearts.

Mrs. Pickle having been difobiiged at the fplendour of

her filler's new equipage, had, ever fince that time, in

the courfe of her vifiting, endeavoured to make people

merry with fatirical jokes on the poor lady's infirmities ;

and Mrs. Trunnion feized the very firft opportunity of

making reprifals, by inveighing againft her unnatural be-

haviour to her own child ; fo that Peregrine, as on the

one hand he was abhorred, fo on the other was he caref-

fed, in confequence of this contention ; and I firmly be-

lieve that the moft effectual method of deftroying his in-

tereft a"t the garrifon, would have been the fhow of coun-

tenancing him at his father's houfe ; but, whether this

conjecture be reafonable or chimerical, certain it is the

experiment was never tried, and therefore Mr. Peregrine
ran no rifle of being difgraced. The commodore, who af~

fumed, and juftly too, the whole merit of his education,

was now as proud of the youth's improvements, as if he

had actually been his own offspring ; and fometimes his

Vol. II.
P 8
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affection rofe to fuch a pitch of enthufiafm, that he verily
believed him to be the ifTue of his own loins. Notwith-

ftanding this favourable predicament in which our hero

ftood with his aunt and her hufband, he could not help

feeling the injury he fufFered from the caprice of his mo-
ther ; and though the gaiety of his difpofition hindered

him from affli&ing himfelf with reflections of any gloomy
call, he did not fail to forefee that, if any fudden acci-

dent fhould deprive him of the commodore, he would in

all likelihood find himfelf in a very difagreeable fituation.

Prompted by this confideration, he one evening accom-

panied his uncle to the club, and was introduced to his

father, before that worthy gentleman had the lead ink-

ling of his arrival.

Mr. Gamaliel was never fo difconcerted as at this ren-

counter. His own difpofition would not fuffer him to

do any thing that might create the leaft difturbance, or

interrupt his evening's enjoyment ; fo ftrongly was he

imprefTed with the terror of his wife, that he durft not

yield to the tranquillity of his temper ; and, as I have al-

ready obferved, his inclination was perfectly neutral. Thus
diftraled between different motives, when Perry was

prefented to him, he fat filent and abforbed, as if he did

not, or would not perceive the application ; and when he
was urged to declare himfelf by the youth, who patheti-

cally begged to know how he had incurred his difpleafure,
he anfwered in a peevifh drain, "Why, good now, child,

what would you have me to do ? your mother can't abide

you."
" If my mother is fo unkind, I will not call it un-

natural (faid Peregrine, the tears of indignation flatting
from his eyes), as to banifh me from her prefence and

affection, without the leaft caufe afligned, I hope you
will not be fo unjuft as to efpoufe her barbarous preju-
dice." Before Mr. Pickle had time to reply to this ex-

poftulation, for which he was not at all prepared, the

commodore interpofed, and enforced his favourite's re-

monflrance, by telling Mr. Gamaliel, that he was a-

fhamed to fee any man drive in fuch a miferable manner
under his wife's petticoat.

" As for my own part (faid

he, raifing his voice, and afTuming a look of importance
and command), before I would fuffer myfelf to be fleered

all weathers by any woman in Chriflendom, d'ye fee,. I'd.
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raife fuch a hurricane about her ears, that" Here he was

interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, who, thrufting his head
towards the door, in the attitude of one that liltens, cried,
"
Ahey ! there's your fpoufe come to pay us a vifit."

Trunnion's features that inftant adopted a new difpofi-
tion : Fear and confufion took pofleifion of his counte-

nance; his voice, from a tone of vociferation, funk into

a whifper of " Sure you muft be miitaken, Jack ;" and
in great perplexity he wiped off the fweat which had
flatted on his forehead at this falfe alarm* The lieute-

nant having thus punifhed him for the rodomontade he
had uttered, told him with an arch fneer, that he was
deceived with the found of the outward door creaking

upon its hinges, which he miftook for Mrs. Trunnion's

voice, and defired him to proceed with his admonitions

to Mr. Pickle. It is not to be denied that this arrogance
was a little unfeafonable in the commodore, who was in

all refpets as effectually fubdued to the dominion of his

wife, as the perfon whole fubmiflion he then ventured to

condemn, with this difference of difpofition- Trunnion's

fubjedlion was like that of a bear, chequered with fits of

furlinefs and rage ; whereas Pickle bore the yoke like an

ox, without repining. No wonder then that this indo-

lence, this fluggifhnefs, this ftagnation of temper, ren-

dered Gamaliel incapable of withitanding the arguments
and importunity of his friends, to which he at length
furrendered. He acquiefced in the juftice of their ob-

fervations, and, taking his fon by the hand, promifed to

favour him for the future with his love and fatherly pro-
tection.

But this laudable refolution did not laft : Mrs. Pickle,

Hill dubious of his conftancy, and jealous of his commu-
nication with the commodore, never failed to interrogate
him every night about the converfation that happened at

the club, and regulate her exhortations according to the

intelligence (lie received. He was no fooner, therefore,

fafely conveyed to bed (that academy in which all not-

able wives communicate their lectures), than her catechifm

began ; and fhe in a moment perceived fomething re-

luctant and equivocal in her hufband's anfwers. Aroufed

at this difcovery, fhe employed her influence and fkiil

with fuch fuccefs, that he difclcfed every circumftance of

H
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what had happened ; and, after having fuftained a mod
fevere rebuke for his fimplicity and indifcretion, humbled

himfelf fo far as to promife that he would next day annul

the condefcenfions he had made, and for ever renounce

the ungracious object of her difguft. This undertaking
was punctually performed in a letter to the commodore,
which fhe herfelf dictated, in thefe words :

"
Sir,

" Whereas my good-nature being lad night impofed

upon, I was perfuaded to countenance and promife, I

know not what, to that vitious youth, whofe parent I

have the misfortune to be ; I defire you will take notice

that I revoke all fuch countenance and promifes, and mall

never look upon that man as my friend, who will hence-

forth in fuch a caufe folicit,

Sir, yours, &c.

Gam. Pickle."

CHAPTER XXI.

Trunnion is enraged at the conduct of Pickle. Peregrine refents the in-

juftice
of his mother, to whom he explains his fentiments in a letter.

Is entered at the univerfity of Oxford, where he fignalizes himfelf a>

a youth of an enterprifing genius.

Unspeakable were the tranfports of rage to which
Trunnion was incenfed by this abfurd renunciation : He
tore the letter with his gums (teeth he had none), fpit

with furious grimaces, in token of the contempt he en-

tertained for the author, whom he not only damned as a

loufy, fcabby, nafty, fcurvy, fculking, lubberly noodle,
but refolved to challenge to fingle combat with fire and
fword ; but he was difluaded from this violent meafure,
and appeafed by the intervention and advice of the lieu-

tenant and Mr. Joker, who reprefented the meffage as

the effect of the poor man's infirmity, for which he was
rather an objecl: of pity than of refentment ; and turned

the ftream of his indignation againft the wife, whom he

reviled accordingly. Nor did Peregrine himfelf bear with

patience this injurious declaration, the nature of which
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he no fooner underftood from Hatchway, than equally
fhocked and exafperated, he retired to his apartment,
and, in the firft emotions of his ire, produced the fol-

lowing epiftle, which was immediately conveyed to his

mother.

" Madam,
" Had nature formed me a bugbear to the fight, and

infpired me with a foul as vitious as my body was de-

teftable, perhaps I might have enjoyed particular marks
of your affeHon and applaufe ; feeing you have perfe-
cted me with fuch unnatural averfion, for no other vi-

fible reafon than that of my differing fo widely in fhape,
as well as difpofition, from that deformed urchin who is

the object of your tendernefs and care. If thofe be the

terms on which alone I can obtain your favour, I pray
God you may never ceafe to hate, Madam,

Your much injured fon,

Peregrine Pickle."

This letter, which nothing but his paffion and inexpe-
rience, could excufe, had fuch an effel upon his mother,
as may be eafily conceived. She was enraged to a de-

gree of frenzy againft the writer ; though at the fame
time fhe confidered the whole as the production of Mrs.
Trunnion's particular pique, and represented it to her

hufband as an infult that he was bound in honour to re-

fent, by breaking off all correfpondence with the commo-
dore and his family. This was a bitter pill to Gamaliel,

who, through a long courfe of years, was fo habituated

to Trunnion's company, that he could as eafily have part-
ed with a limb, as have relinquifhed the club all at once*

He therefore ventured to reprefent his own incapacity
to follow her advice, and begged that he might at leaft

be allowed to drop the connection gradually ; protefting
that he would do his endeavour to give her all manner of

fatisfa&ion.

Meanwhile preparations were made for Peregrine's

departure to the univerfity, and in a few weeks he fet out

in the feventeenth year of his age, accompanied by the

fame attendants who lived with him at Winchefter. His

uncle laid ftrong injunctions upon him to avoid the com-
H iii
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pany of immodeft women, to mind his learning, to let

iiim hear of his welfare as often as he could fpare time to

write, and fettled his appointments at the rate of five

hundred a-year, including his governor's falary, which
was one fifth part of the fum. The heart of our young
gentleman dilated at the profpeel: of the figure he fhould

make with fuch an handfome annuity, the management
of which was left to his own difcretion ; and he amufed

his imagination with the moil agreeable reveries during
his journey to Oxford, which he performed in two days.
Here being introduced to the head of the college, to

whom he had been recommended, accommodated with

genteel apartments, entered as gentleman commoner in

the books, and provided . with a judicious tutor, inltead

of returning to the ftudy of Greek and Latin, in which

he thought himfeif already fufliciently inftructed, he re-

newed his acquaintance with fome of his old fchool-

fellows, whom he found in the fame lituation, and was

by them initiated in all the fafhionable diverlions of the

place.
It was not long before he made himfeif remarkable for

his lpirit and humour, which were ib acceptable to the

bucks of the univerfity, that he was admitted as a mem-
ber of their corporation, and, in a very little time, be-

came the mod confpicuous perfonage of the whole fra-

ternity ; not that he valued himfeif upon his ability in

fmoking the greateft number of pipes, and drinking the

largeft quantity of ale ; thefe were qualifications of too

grofs a nature to captivate his refined ambition. He
piqued himfeif on his talent for raillery* his genius and

tafte, his perfonal accomplifhments, and his fuccefs at in-

trigue : Nor were his excurfions confined to the fmall

villages in the neighbourhood, which are commonly vifit-

ed once a week by the fludents for the fake of carnal re-

creation. He kept his own horfes, traverfed the whole

county in parties of pleafure, attended all the races with-

in fifty miles of Oxford, and made frequent jaunts to

London, where he ufed to lie incognito during the befc

part of many a term.

The rules of the univerfity were too fevere to be ob-

ferved by a youth of his vivacity j and therefore he be-

came acquainted with the prcftor by times. But all the
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checks he received were infufficient to moderate his ca-

reer ; he frequented taverns and coffeehoufes, commit-

ted midnight frolics in the ftreets, infulted all the fober

and pacific clafs of his fellow-ftudents ,
the tutors them-

felves were not facred from his ridicule , he laughed at

the magiftrate, and neglected every particular of college

difcipline.
In vain did they attempt to reftrain his irregularities by

the impofition of fines ; he was liberal to profufion, and

therefore paid without reluctance. Thrice did he fcale

the windows of a tradefman, with whofe daughter he

had an affair of gallantry, as often was he obliged to feek

his fafety by a precipitate leap, and one night would, in

all probability, have fallen a facrifice to an ambufcade
that was laid by the father, had not his trufty fquire Pipes

interpofed in his behalf, and manfully refcued him from

the clubs of his enemies.

In the midft of thefe exceffes, Mr. Jolter, finding his

admonitions neglected, and his influence utterly deftroy-

ed, attempted to wean his pupil from his extravagant

courfes, by engaging his attention in fome more laudable

purfuit. With this view he introduced him into a club

of politicians, who received him with great demonftra-

tions of regard, accommodated themfelves more than he

could have expected to his jovial difpofition, and while

they revolved fchemes for the reformation of the ftate,

drank with luch devotion to the accomplifhment of their

plans, that, before parting, the cares of their patriotifm
were quite overwhelmed.

Peregrine, though he could not approve of their doc-

trine, refolved to attach himfelf for fome time to their

company ; becaufe he perceived ample fubject for his ri-

dicule, in the characters of thefe wrong-headed enthu-

fiafts. It was a conftant practice with them, in their

midnight confiftories, to fwallow fuch plentiful draughts
of infpiration, that their myfteries commonly ended like

thofe of the Bacchanalian Orgia ; and they were feldom

capable of maintaining that folemnity of decorum which,

by the nature of their functions, moft of them were o-

bliged to profefs. Now, as Peregrine's fatirical difpofi-
tion was never more gratified than when he had an op-

portunity of expofing grave characters in ridiculous atti-

Hiiij
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tudes, he laid a mifchievous fnare for his new confede-

rates, which took effect in this manner. In one of their

nocturnal deliberations, he promoted fuch a fpirit of good
fellowfhip, by the agreeable fallies of his wit, which were

purpofely levelled againft their political adverfaries, that

by ten o'clock they were all ready to join in the mod ex-

travagant propofal that could be made. They broke their

glafles in confequence of his fuggellion, drank healths

put of their fhoes, caps, and the bottoms of the candle-

fticks that flood before them, fometimes flanding with

one foot on a chair, and the knee bent on the edge of the

table , and, when
they

could no longer viand in that

poflure, fetting their bare pofteriors on the cold floor.

They huzza'd, hallooed, danced, and fung, and, in fhort,

were elevated to fuch a pitch of intoxication, that when

Peregrine propoled that they fhould burn their periwigs,
the hint was immediately approved, and they executed

the frolic as one man. Their fhoes and caps underwent
the fame fate by the fame infligation ; and in this trim

he led them forth into the flreet, where they refolved to

compel every body they fhould find to fubferibe to their

political creed, and pronounce the Shibboleth of their

party. In the achievement of this enterprife, they met
with more oppofition than they expected ; they were en-

Countered with arguments which they could not well

withftand ; the nofes of fome, and eyes of- others, in a

very little time, bore the marks of obflinate difputation.
Their conductor having at length engaged the whole

body in a fray with another fquadron, which was pretty
much in the fame condition, he very fairly gave them
the

flip, and
flily

retreated to his apartment, forefeeing
that his companions would foon be favoured with the no-

tice of their fuperiors ; nor was he deceived in his prog-
noflic ; the proctor, going his round, chanced to fall in

with this tumultuous uproar, and, interpofing his autho-

rity, found means to quiet the dillurbance. He took cog-
nizance of their names, and difmiffed the rioters to their

refpeclive chambers, not a little fcandalized at the beha-

viour of fome among them, whofe bufinefs and duty it

was to fet far other examples to the youth under their

care and direction.

About midnight, Pipes, who had orders to attend at a
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diftance, and keep an eye upon Joker, brought home that

unfortunate governor upon his back (Peregrine having
beforehand fecured his admittance into the college), and

among other bruifes he was found to have received a

couple of contufions on his face, which next morning ap-

peared in a black circle that furrounded each eye.
This was a mortifying circumftance to a man of his

character and deportment, efpecially as he had received

a meflage from the protor, who dellred to fee him forth-

with'. With great humility and contrition he begged the

advice of his pupil, who, being ufed to amufe himfelf

with painting, allured Mr. Joker, that he would cover

thofe figns of difgrace with a flight coat of flefh-colour fo

dexteroufly, that it would be almoft impoffible to diftin-

guilh the artificial from the natural flcin. The rueful go-
vernor, rather than expofe fuch opprobrious tokens to the

obfervation and cenfure of the magistrates, fubmitted to

the expedient. Although his counfellor had over-rated

his own Ikill, he was perfuaded to confide in the difguife,
and actually attended the proctor, with fuch a flaring ad-

dition to the natural ghaftlinefs of his features, that his

vifage bore a very apt refemblance to fome of thofe fero-

cious countenances that hang over the doors of certain

taverns and ale-houfes, under the denomination of the

Saracen's Head.
Such a remarkable alteration of phyfiognomy could not

efcape the notice of the mod undifcerning beholder,
much lefs the penetrating eye of his fevere judge, already
whetted with what he had feen over-night. He was there-

fore upbraided with this ridiculous and fhallow artifice,

and, together with the companions of his debauch, under-

went fuch a cutting reprimand for the fcandalous irregu-

larity of his conduct, that all of them remained creft-fal-

len, and were afhamed, for many weeks, to appear in the

public execution of their duty.

Peregrine was too vain of his finefle to conceal the part
he afted in this comedy, with the particulars of which he

regaled his companions, and thereby entailed upon him-
felf the hate and refentment of the community, whofe
maxims and practices he had difclofed ;

for he was con-

sidered as a fpy, who had intruded himfelf into their fo-

ciety with a view of betraying it ; or, at beft, as an apof-
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tate and rsncgado from the faith and principles which he

had pvofeTed.

CHAPTER XXII.

He is infulted by his tutor, whom he lampoons; makes a confiderablc

piogrefs in polite literature; and, in an excurfion to Windfor, meets

with Emilia by accident, and is very coldly received.

Among fhofe who fuffered by his craft and infidelity

was Mr. Jumble, his own tutor, who could not at all

riigeft
the mortifying affront he had received, and was re-

folved to be revenged on the infulting author. With this

view he watched the conduct of Mr. Pickle with the ut-

molt rancour of vigilance, and let flip no opportunity of

treating him with difrefpel, which he knew the difpofi-

tion of his pupil could lefs brook than any other feverity

it was in his power to exercife.

Peregrine had been feveral mornings abfent from

chapel ; and as Mr. Jumble never failed to queftion him

in a very peremptory ftyle about his non-attendance, he

invented fome very plaufible excufes j but at length his

ingenuity was exhaufted ; he received a very galling re-

buke for his profligacy of morals, and, that he might feel

it the more fenfibly, was ordered, by way of exercife, to

compofe a paraphrafe, in Englifli verfe, upon thefe twQ
lines in Virgil :

" Vane ligur, fruflraque animis elate fuperbis,
"

Nequicquam patrias tentafti lubricus artes."

The impofition of this invidious theme had all the de-

fired efrecl: upon Peregrine, who not only confidered it as

a piece of unmannerly abufe levelled againft his own
conduct, but alfo as a retrofpecYive infult on the memory
of his grandfather, who (as he had been informed) was
in his lifetime more noted for his cunning than candour

in trade.

Exafperated at this inftance of the pedant's audacity,
he had well nigh (in his firft tranfports) taken corporal fa-

tisfaHon on the fpot ; but foreieeing the troublefome

confequence that would attend fuch a flagrant outrage



PEREGRINE PICKLE. I 23

againft the laws of the univerfity, he checked his indig-

nation, and refolved to revenge the injury in a more cool

and contemptuous manner. Thus determined, he fet on
foot an inquiry into the particulars of Jumble's parentage
and education. He learnt that the father of this info-

lent tutor was a bricklayer, that his mother fold pyes, and
tha. the fon, at different periods of his youth, had amuf-
ed himlelf in both occupations before he converted his

views to the ftudy of learning. Fraught with this intel-

ligence, he compofed the following ballad in doggerel

rhymes, and next day prefented it as a glols upon the

text which the tutor had chofen.

1.

Come, liflen ye fludents of evVy degree,
I liag of a wit and a tutor pcrdie ;

A ftatefman profound, a critic immenfc,
Li fhort, a mere jumble of learning and fenfe

;

And yet of his talents, though laudably vain,
His own family arts he could never attain.

II.

His father intending his fortune to build,
In his youth would have taught him the trowel to wield,
But the mortar of difcipliue never would fuck,
For his Ikull was fecur'd by a facing of brick;
And with all his endeavours of patience and pain,
The fkill oi his lire he could never attain.

III.

His mother, an houfewife, neat, artful, and wife,
Renown'd tor her delicate bifcuit and pyes, .'

Soon alter'd his iludies, by flatt'iing his tafte,

From the raifing of walls to the rearing of pafle !

But all her inftru&ions were fruitlefs and vain,

The pye-making myft'ry he ne'er could attain.

IV.
Yet true to his race, in his labours were feen

A jumble of both their profeffions, I ween ;

For, when his own genius he ventur'd to trull,

His pyes feem'd of brick, and his houfes of cruil.

Then, good Mr. Tutor, pray be not fo vain,

Since your famiiy arts you could never attain.

This impudent production was the mod effectual ven-

geance he could have taken on his tutor, who had all the

fupercilious arrogance and ridiculous pride of a low-born

pedant. Inftead of overlooking this petulant piece of

iatire with that temper and decency of difdain that be-

came a perfon of his gravity and ftation, he no fooner

caft his eye over the performance, than the blcod rufhed

jnto his countenance; which immediately after exhibited
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a ghaftly pale colour. With a quivering lip he told his

pupil, that he was an impertinent jackanapes, and he
would take care that he mould be expelled from the uni-

versity, for having prefumed to write and deliver fuch a

licentious and fcurrilous libel. Peregrine anfwered with

great refolution, that, when the provocation he had re-

ceived fhould be known, he was perfuaded that he fhould

be acquitted in the opinion of all impartial people ; and
that he was ready to fubmit the whole to the decifion of

the mafter.

This arbitration he propofed, becaufe he knew the

mafter and Jumble were at variance ; and for that reafon

the tutor durft not venture to put the caufe on fuch an

iffue. Nay, when this reference was mentioned, Jumble,
who was naturaHy jealous, fufpeted that Peregrine had
a promife of protection before he undertook to commit
fuch an outrageous infult ; and this notion had fuch an
effet upon him, that he refolved to devour his vexation,
and wait for a more proper opportunity of gratifying his

hate. Meanwhile copies of the ballad were diftributed

among the ftudents, who fung it under the very nofe of

Mr. Jumble, to the tune of A cobler there was, &c. and
the triumph of our hero was complete. Neither was his

whole time devoted to the riotous extravagancies of youth.
He enjoyed many lucid intervals j during which he con-

tracted a more intimate acquaintance with the claffics,

applied himfelf to the reading of hiftory, improved his

tafte for painting and mufic, in which he made fomc pro-

grefs ; and above all things, cultivated the ftudy of na-

tural philofophy. It was generally after a courfe of clofe

attention to fome of thefe arts and fciences, that his dif-

pofition broke out into thofe irregularities and wild fallies

of a luxuriant imagination, for which he became fo re-

markable ; and he was perhaps the only young man in

Oxford, who, at the fame time, maintained an intimate

and friendly intercourfe with the molt unthinking, as

well as with the moft fedate ftudents at the univerfity.
It is not to be fuppofed that a young man of Peregrine's

vanity, inexperience, and profufion, could fuit his ex-

pence to his allowance, liberal as it was , for he was not

one of thofe fortunate people who are born economifts,
and knew not the art of with-holding his purfe when he
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faw his companion in difficulty. Thus naturally generous
and expenfive, he fquandered away his money, and made
a raoft fplendid appearance upon the receipt of his quar-

terly appointment ; but long before the third month was

elapfed, his finances were confumed ; and, as he could

not (loop to aflc an extraordinary fupply, was too proud
to borrow, and too haughty to run in debt with trades-

men, he devoted thofe periods of poverty to the profe-
cution of his fludies, and {hone forth again at the revo-

lution of quarter-day.
In one of thefe irruptions, he and fome of his compa-

nions went to Windfor, in order to fee the royal apart-
ments in the caflle, whither they repaired in the after-

noon j and, as Peregrine flood contemplating the picture
of Hercules and Omphale, one of his fellow ftudents

whifpered in his ear,
" Z ds ! Pickle, there are two

fine girls." He turned inftantly about, and, in one of

them, recognized his almoft forgotten Emilia : Her ap-

pearance acted upon his imagination like a fpark of fire

that falls among gunpowder ; that paffion which had lain

dormant for the fpace of two years flafhed up in a mo-

ment, and he was feized with an univerfal trepidation.
She perceived and partook of his emotion ; for their fouls,

like unifons, vibrated with the fame impulfe. However,
fhe called her pride and refentment to her aid, and found
refolution enough to retire from fuch a dangerous fcene.

Alarmed at her retreat, he recollected all his affurance,

and, impelled by love, which he could no longer refill,

followed her into the next room, where, in the mofl dif-

concerted manner, he accofted her with " Your humble

fervant, Mifs Gauntlet ," to which falutation fhe replied,
with an affectation of indifference, that did not, however,
conceal her agitation,

" Your fervant, Sir
" and imme-

diately extending her finger towards the picture of Duns
Scotus, which is fixed over one of the doors, afked her

companion in a gigling tone, if fhe did think he looked

like a conjurer. Peregrine, nettled into fpirits by this re-

ception, anfwered for the other lady,
" that it was an

eafy matter to be a conjurer in thofe times, when the

fimplicity of the age affifted his divination ; but were he,
or Merlin himfelf, to rife from the dead now, when fuch
deceit and difiimulation prevail, they would not be able

2
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to earn their bread by the profeffbn."
" O ! Sir, faid

flic (turning full upon him), without, doubt they would

adopt new maxims ; 'tis no difparagement in this enlight-
ened age for one to alter one's opinion."

"
No, fure,

Madam (replied the youth, with fome precipitation), pro-
vided the change be for the better." " And, fhould it

happen otherwife (retorted the nymph with a flirt of her

fan), inconltancy will never want countenance from the

practice of mankind." "
True, Madam (refumed our

hero, fixing his eyes upon her) examples of levity are

every where to be met with." " O Lord, Sir (cried

Emilia, toffing her head), you'll fcarce ever find a fop
without it." By this time his companion, feeing him en-

gaged with one of the ladies, entered into converfation

with the other ; and, in order to favour his friend's gal-

lantry, conducted her into the next apartment, on pre-
tence of entertaining her with the fight of a remarkable

piece of painting.

Peregrine, laying hold on this opportunity of being
alone with the object, of his love, aflumed a moft fedu-

cing tendernefs of look, and, heaving a profound figh,
aflced if me had utterly difcarded him from her remem-
brance. Reddening at this pathetic queftion, which recall-

ed the memory of the imagined flight he had put upon
her, fhe anfwered in great confufion,

"
Sir, I believe

I once had the pieafure of feeing you in a ball in Winchef-
rer." " Mifs Emilia (faid he, very gravely), will you be

fo candid as to tell me what mifbehaviour of mine you are

pleafed to punifh, by reftriting your remembrance to

that fi.ngle occafion ?" " Mr. Pickle (fhe replied in the

lame tone), it is neither my province nor inclination to

judge your conduct
,
and therefore you mifapplv your

queftion, when you afk fuch an explanation of me." "At
leaft (refumed our lover), give me the melancholy fatis-

fation to know for what offence of mine you refufed to

take the leaft notice of that letter which I had the honour

to write from Winchefter, by your own exprefs permif-
fion."

" Your letter (faid Mifs, with great vivacity), nei-

ther required, nor, in my opinion, deferved an anfwer; and,

to be free with you, Mr. Pickle, it was but a fhallow ar-

tifice to rid yourfelf of a correfpondenceyou had deigned to

iblicit." Peregrine, confounded at this repartee, replied,



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 1 27

that howfoever he might have failed in point of elegance
or difcretion, he was fure he had not been deficient in ex-

preflions of refpedl and devotion for thofe charms which

it was his pride to adore :
" As for the verfes (faid he),

I own they were unworthy of the theme, but I flattered

myfelf that they would have merited your acceptance,

though not your approbation, and been confidered not

fo much as the proof of my genius, as the genuine effu-

fion of my love." " Verfes ! (cried Emilia, with an air

of aflonifhment) what verfes ? I really don't underfland

you." The young gentleman was thunderftruck at this

exclamation, to which, after a long paufe, he anfwered,
" I begin to fufpet, and heartily wifh it may appear,
that we have mifunderftood each other from the begin-

ning. Pray, Mifs Gauntlet, did you not find a copy of

verfes enclofed in that unfortunate letter ?" "
Truly, Sir

(faid the lady), I am not fo much of a connoiffeur as to

diftinguifh whether that facetious production, which you
merrily ftyle an unfortunate letter, was compofed in verfe

or profe; but, methinks, the jell is a little too Hale to

be brought upon die carpet again." So faying, (he trip-

ped away to her companion, and left her lover in a moft
tumultuous fufpenfe. He now perceived that her neglect
of his addrefles, when he was at Winchefter, mufl have

been owing to fome myftery which he could not compre-
hend : And {he began to fufpetl, and to hope, that the

letter which fhe received was fpurious, though the could

not conceive how that could pofiibly happen, as it had
been delivered to her by the hands of his own fervant.

However, fhe refolved to leave the talk of unravelling
the alFair to him, who, (he knew, would infallibly exert

himfelf for his own as well as her fatisfaclion. She was
not deceived in her opinion : He went up to her again at

the flair-cafe, and, as they were unprovided with a male

attendant, infilled upon fquiring the ladies to their lodg-

ings. Emilia faw his drift, which was no other than to

know where fhe lived ; and, though fhe approved of his

contrivance, thought it was incumbent upon her, for the

fupport of her own dignity, to decline the civility : Shi
therefore thanked him for his polite offer, but would by
no means confent to his giving himfelf fuch unnecefiary
trouble, especially as they had a very little way to walk.
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He was not repulfed by this refufal, the nature of which
he perfectly underftood ; nor was (lie forry to fee him

perfevere in his determination : He therefore accompani-
ed them in their return, and made divers efforts to fpeak
with Emilia in particular. But fhe had a fpice of the co-

quette in her difpofition, and, being determined to whet
his impatience, artfully baffled all his endeavours, by keep-

ing her companion continually engaged in the converfa-

tion, which turned upon the venerable appearance and

imperial fituation of the place. Thus tantalized, he loung-
ed with them to the door of the houfe in which they

lodged, when his miftrefs, perceiving, by the counte-

nance of her comrade, that {he was on the point of de-

firing him to walk in, checked her intention with a frown ;

then turning to Mr. Pickle, dropped him a very formal

curt'fey, feized the other young lady by the arm, and fay-

ing,
" Come, coufin Sophy," vaniihed in a moment.

CHAPTER XXIII.

After fundry unfuccefsful efforts, he finds means to come to an explana-
tion with his miftrefs ; and a reconciliation enfueg.

J: eregrine, difconcerted at their fudden difappearance,
flood for fome minutes gaping in the ftreet, before he
could get the better of his furprife : and then deliberated

with himfelf whether he fhould demand immediate admit-

tance to his miftrefs, or choofe fome other method of ap-

plication. Piqued at her abrupt behaviour, though pleaf-
ed with her fpirit, he fet his invention to work, in order

to contrive fome means of feeing her ; and, in a fit of

mufing, arrived at the inn, where he found his compa-
nions whom he had left at the Caftle gate. They had

already made inquiry about the ladies, in confequence of

which he lear; t, that Mifs Sophy was daughter of a gen-
tleman in town, to whom his miftrefs was related ; that an
intimate friendfhip fubfifted between the two young ladies;

that Emilia had lived about a month with her coufin, and

appeared at the laft aflembly, where fhe was univerfally
admired ; and that feveral young gentlemen of fortune

had fince that time teafed her with addreffes.
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Our hero's ambition was flattered, and his pafRon in-

flamed with this intelligence ; and he fwore within him-

felf, that he would not quit the fpot until he fhould have

obtained an indifputed victory over all his rivals.

That fame evening he compofed a molt eloquent epif-

tle, in which he earneftly entreated that fhe would favour

him with an opportunity of vindicating his condufit ; but

fhe would neither receive his billet, nor fee his meflen-

ger. Baulked in this effort, he enclofed it in a new cover,

directed by another hand, and ordered Pipes to ride next

morning to London, on purpofe to deliver it at the poft-

office, that, coming by fuch conveyance, fhe might have

no fufpicion of the author, and open it before fhe fhould

be aware of the deceit.

Three days he waited patiently for the effect: of this

ftratagem, and, in the afternoon of the fourth, ventured

to hazard a formal vifit, in quality of aa old acquaint-
ance. But here too he failed in his attempt ; fhe was in-

difpofed, and could not fee company. Thefe obitacles

ferved only to increafe his eagerneis : He itill adhered to

his former refolution ; and his companions, understand-

ing his determination, left him next day to his own in-

ventions. Thus relinquifhed to his own ideas, he doub-

led his affiduity, and pra&ifed every method his imagina-
tion could fuggeft, in order to promote his plan.

Pipes was ftationed all day long within light of her

door, that he might be able to give his matter an ac-

count of her motions : But fhe never went abroad, ex-

cept to vifit in the neighbourhood, and was always houf-

ed before Peregrine could be appiifed df her appearance.
He went to church with a view of attracting her notice,
and humbled his deportment before her : But fhe was fo

mifchievoufly devout as to look at nothing but her book,
fo that he was not favoured with one glance of regard.
He frequented the coffeehoufe, and attempted to contract

an acquaintance with Mifs Sophy's father, who, he hop-
ed, would invite him to his houfe : But this expectation
was alfo defeated. That prudent gentleman looked up-
on him as one of thofe forward fortune-hunters who go
about the country feeking whom they may devour, and

warily difcouraged all his advances. Chagrined by fo ma-

ny unfuccefsful endeavours, he began to defpair of ac-

Vol. II. I
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complifhing his aim ; and, as the lafl fuggcftion of his

art, paid off" his lodging, took horfe at noon, and depart-

ed, in all appearance, for the place from whence he had
come. He rode, however, but a few miles, and, in the

dufk of the evening, returned unfeen, alighted at another

inn, ordered Pipes to flay within doors, and, keeping
himfelf incognito, employed another perfon as a centinel

upon Emilia.

It was not long before he reaped the fruits of his in-

genuity. Next day in the afternoon he was informed by
his fpy, that the two young ladies were gone to walk in

the park, whither he followed them on the inftant, fully
determined to come to an explanation with his miflrefs,

even in prefence of her friend, who might poffibly be

prevailed upon to intereft herfelf in his behalf.

When he faw them at fuch a diftance that they could

not return to town before he mould have an opportunity
of putting his refolution in practice, he mended his pace,
and found means to appear before them fo fuddenly, that

Emilia could not help expreffing her furprife in a fcream.

Our lover, putting on a mien of humility and mortification,

begged to know if her refentment was implacable; and afk-

ed, why fhe had fo cruelly refufed to grant him the common

privilege that every criminal enjoyed ?
" Dear Mifs Sophy

(laid he, addreffing himfelf to her companion), give me
leave to implore your interceffion with your coufin ; I am
fure you have humanity enough to efpoufe my caufe, did

you but know the juftice of it ; and I flatter myfelf, that,

by your kind interpofition, I may be able to rectify that

fatal mifunderftanding which hath made me wretched."
4< Sir (faid Sophy), you appear like a gentleman, and
I doubt not but your behaviour has been always fuitable

to your appearance ; but you mud excufe me from un-

dertaking any fuch office in behalf of a perfon whom I

have not the honour to know." " Madam (anfwered Pe-

regrine), I hope Mifs Emy will juftify my pretenfions to

that character, notwithftanding the myfiery of her dii-

pleafure, which, upon my honour, I cannot for my foul

explain."
" Lord ! Mr. Pickle (faid Emilia, who had by

this time recollected herfelf), I never queftioned your gal-

lantry and tafle, but I am refolved- that you never mall

have caufe to exercife your talents at my expence ; fo that



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 13 t

you teafe yourfelf and me to no purpofe : Come, Sophy,
let us walk home again."

" Good God ! Madam (cried
the lover, with great emotion), why will you diftract me
with fuch indifference? Stay, dear Emilia ! I conjure you
on my knees to flay and hear me : By all that is facred !

I was not to blame ; you mufl have been impofed upon
by fome villain who envied my good fortune, and took

fome treacherous method to ruin my love."

Mifs Sophy, who pofleflTed a large flock of good na-

ture, and to whom her coufin had communicated the;

<taufe of her reforve, feeing the young gentleman fo much
iffedled with that difdain, which fhe knew to be feigned,
laid hold on Emilia's fleeve, faying, with a fmile,

" Not

quite fo faft, Emily, I begin to perceive that this is a

lpve-quarrel, and therefore there may be hopes of a re-

conciliation ; for I fuppofe both parties are open to con-

viction." " For my own part (cried Peregrine, with

great eagernefs), I appeal to Mifs Sophy's decifion. But

why do I fay appeal ? Though I am confcious of having
committed no offence, I am ready to fubmit to any pe-
nance, let it be ever fo rigorous, that my fair enflaver

herfeif fhall impofe, provided it will entitle me to her fa-

vour and forgivenefs at laft." Emily, well nigh over-

come by this declaration, told him, that, as fhe taxed

him with no guilt, fhe expected no atonement ; and prel-
fed her companion to return into town. But Sophy, who
was too indulgent to her friend's real inclination to com-

ply with her requefl, obferved, that the gentleman feem-

ed fo reafonable in his conceflions, fhe began to think her

coufin was in the wrong, and felt herfeif difpofed to act

as umpire in the difpute.

Overjoyed at this condefcenfion, Mr. Pickle thanked

her in the mofl rapturous terms, and, in the tranfport of

his expectation, kifTed the hand of his kind mediatrix ;

a circumftance which had a remarkable effect on the coun-

tenance of Emilia, who did not feem to reliih the warmth
of his acknowledgment.

After many fupplications on one hand, and prefling
remonftrances on' the other, fhe yielded at length, and,

turning to her lover, while her face was overfpread with

blufhes,
"

"Well, Sir (faid fhe), fuppofing I were to put
the difference on that iiTue, how could you excufe the ri-
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diculous letter which you fent to me from Winchefter V
This expoftulation introduced a difcuffion of the whole

affair, in which all the circumftances were canvafTed ; and

Emilia ftill affirmed, with great heat, that the letter muft
have been calculated to affront her ; for fhe could not

fuppofe the author was fo weak as to defign it for any
other purpofe.

Peregrine, who ftill retained in his memory the fub-

flance of this unlucky epiftle, as well as the verfes which
were encloied, could recollect no particular expreffion
which could have juftly given the leaft umbrage ; and

therefore, in the agonies of perplexity, begged that the

whole might be fubmitted to the judgment of Mifs Sophy,
and faithfully promifed to ftand to her award.

In fhort, this propofal was, with feeming reluctance,

embraced by Emilia, and an, appointment made to meet
next day, in the fame place, whether both parties were

defired to come, provided with their credentials, accord-

ing to which definitive fentence would be pronounced.
Our lover having fucceeded thus far, overwhelmed So-

phy with acknowledgments on account of her generous
mediation, and, in the courfe of their walk, which Emi-
lia was now in no hurry to conclude, whifpered a great

many tender protections in the ear of his miftrefs, who
neverthelefs continued to aft upon the' referve until her

doubts fhould be more fully refolved.

Mr. Pickle having found means to amufe them in the

fields till the twilight, was obliged to wifh them good
even, after having obtained a folemn repetition of their

promife to meet him at the appointed time and place ; and
then retreated to his apartment, where he fpent the whole

night in various conjectures on the fubject of this letter,

the Gordian knot of which he could by no means untie.

One while he imagined that fome wag had played a

trick upon his mefTenger, in confequence of which Emi-
lia had received a fuppofititious letter ; but, upon fur-

ther reflection, he could not conceive the practicability
of any fuch deceit. Then he began to doubt the finceri-

ty of his miftrefs, who perhaps had only made that an

handle for difcarding him, at the requeft of fome favoured

rival ; but his own integrity forbade him to harbour this

mean fufpicion ;
and therefore he was again involved in
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the labyrinth of perplexity. Next day he waited on the rack

of impatience for the hour of five in the afternoon, which
no fooner ftruck, than he ordered Pipes to attend him, in

cafe there fhould be occafion for his evidence, and repaired
to the place of rendezvous, where he had not tarried five

minutes before the ladies appeared. Mutual compliments

being pafled, and the attendant ftationed at a convenient

diitance, Peregrine perfuaded them to fit down upon the

grafs, under the (hade of a fpreading oak, that they might
be more at their eafe ; while he ftretched himfelf at their

feet, and defired that the paper on which his doom de-

pended might be examined. It was accordingly put in-

to the hands of his fair arbitrefs, who read it immediate-

ly with an audible voice. The firft two words of it were
no fooner pronounced, than he ftarted with great emo-

tion, and raifed himfelf on his hand and knee, in which

pofture he liftened to the reft of the fentence ; then

fprung upon his feet in the utmoft aftonifhment, and,

glowing with refentment at the fame time, exclaimed,
" Hell and the devil ! what's all that ? Sure you make a

jell of me, Madam." "
Pray, Sir (faid Sophy), give me

the hearing for a few moments, and then urge what you
fball think proper in your own defence." Having thus

cautioned him, fhe proceeded : But, before fhe had fi-

nifhed one half of the performance, her gravity forfook

her, and fhe was feized with a violent fit of laughter, in

which neither of the lovers could help joining, notwith-

ftanding the refentment which at that inftant prevailed in

the breafts of both. The judge, however, in a little

time, refumed her folemnity, and having read the re-

maining part of this curious epiftle, all three continued,

ftaring at each other alternately for the fpace of half a

minute, and then broke forth at the fame inftant into an-

other paroxyfm of mirth. From this unanimous convul-

fion, one would have thought that both parties were ex-

tremely well pleafed with the joke , yet this was by no
means the cafe.

Emilia imagined, that, notwithstanding his affected

iurprife, her lover, in fpite of himfelf, had renewed the

laugh at her expence, and, in fo doing, applauded his

own unmannerly ridicule. This fuppofition could not

fail of railing and reviving her indignation, while Pere-

Iiij
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grlne highly rcfented the indignity with which he fup-

pofed himfelf treated, in her attempting to make him the

dupe of fuch a grofs and ludicrous artifice. This being
the fituation of their thoughts, their mirth was fucceeded

by a mutual gloominefs of afpet. ; and the judge, addref-

fmg herfelf to Mr. Pickle, afked if he had any thing to

offer why fentence fhould not be pronounced ?
" Madam

(anfwered the culprit), I am forry to find myfelf fo low in

the opinion of your coufin, as to be thought capable of

being deceived by fuch a mallow contrivance." "
Nay,

Sir (faid Emilia), the contrivance is your own ; and I

cannot help admiring your confidence in imputing it to

me." "
Upon my honour, Mifs Emily (refumed our

hero), you wrong my underltanding as well as my love,

in accufing me of having written fuch a
filly impertinent

performance, the very appearance and addrefs of it is fo

unlike the letter which I did myfelf the honour to write,

that I dare fay my man, even at this diftance of time, will

remember the difference." So faying, he extended his

voice, and beckoned to Pipes, who immediately drew
near. His miftrefs feemed to object to the evidence, by
obferving that, to be fure, Mr. Pipes had his cue ; when

Peregrine, begging (he would fpare him the mortification

of confidering him in fuch a difhonourable light, defired

his valet to examine the outfide of the letter, and recol-

lect if it was the fame which he had delivered to Mifs

Gauntlet about two years ago. Pipes having taken a fu-

perficiai view of it, pulled up his breeches, faying,
"
May-

hap it is, but we have made fo many trips, and been in

fo many creeks and corners fince that time, that I can't

pretend to be certain ; for I neither keep journal nor log-
book of our proceedings." Emilia commended him for

his candour, at the fame time darting a farcaftic look at

his mafter, as if fhe thought he had tampered with his

iervant's integrity in vain ; and Peregrine began to rave

and to curfe his fate for having fubjecled him to fuch

mean fufpicion, attefting heaven and earth in the molt
earned manner, that, far from having compofed and con-

veyed that ftupid production, he had never feen it before,
nor been privy to the lead circumftance of the plan.

Pipes, now for the firft time, perceived the mifchief

which he had occafioned, and, moved with the tranf-
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ports of his matter, for whom he had a moft inviolable

attachment, frankly declared he was ready to make oath

that Mr. Pickle had no hand in the letter which he de-

livered. All three were amazed at this confeflion, the

meaning of which they could not comprehend. Peregrine,
after fome paufe, leaped upon Pipes, and feizing him by
the throat, exclaimed in an ecflafy of rage,

" Rafcal !

tell me this inftant what became of the letter I intruded

to your care." The patient valet, half ftrangled as he

was, fquirted a collection of tobacco juice out of one

corner of his mouth, and with great deliberation replied,
"
Why, burnt it ; you wouldn't have me give the young

woman a thing that {hook all in the wind in tatters, would

you ?" The ladies interpofed in behalf of the diftrefled

'fquire, from whom, by dint of queftions, which he had
neither art nor inclination to evade, they extorted an ex-

planation of the whole affair.

Such ridiculous fimplicity and innocence of intention

appeared in the compofition of his expedient, that even

the remembrance of all the chagrin which it had produ-
ced could not roufe their indignation, or enable them to

refill a third eruption of laughter, which they forthwith

underwent.

Pipes was difmifled with many menacing injunctions
to beware of fuch conduct for the future j

Emilia flood

with a confufion of joy and tendernefs in her counte-

nance ; Peregrine's eyes kindled into rapture, and when
Mifs Sophy pronounced the fentence of reconciliation, ad.-

vanced to his miflrefs, faying,
" Truth is mighty, and

will prevail ;" then clafping her in his arms, very impu-
dently ravifhed a kifs, which {he had not power to re-

fufe. Nay, fuch was the impulfe of his joy, that he took

the fame freedom with the lips of Sophy, calling her his

kind mediatrix and guardian angel, and behaved with fuch

extravagance of tranfport as plainly evinced the fervour

and fincerity of his love.

I fhall not pretend to repeat the tender proteflations
that were uttered on one fide, or defcribe the bewitching
glances of approbation with which they were received on
the other ; fuffice it to fay, that the endearing intimacy
of their former connection was inftantly renewed, and

Sophy, who congratulated them upon the happy termi-

I
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nation of their quarrel, favoured with their mutual confi-

dence. In confejquence of this happy pacification, they
deliberated upon the means of feeing each other often ;

and as he could not, without fome previous introduction,

vifit her openly at the houfe of her relation, they agreed
to meet every afternoon in the park till the next afiembly,
at which he would folicit her as a partner, and (he be

unengaged, in expectation of his requeft. By this con-

nection he would -be entitled to vifit her next day, and

thus an avowed correfpondence would of courfe com-
mence. This plan was actually put in execution, and

attended with a circumftance which had well nigh pro-
duced fome mifchievous confequence, had not Peregrine's

good fortune been fuperior to his difcretion.

CHAPTER XXIV.

lie achieves an adventure at tke afiembly, and quarrels with his governor.

At the afiembly were no fewer than three gentlemen of

fortune, who rivalled our lover in his paflion for Emilia,
and who had feverally begged the honour of dancing
with her upon that occafion. She had excufed herfelf to

each, on pretence of a flight indifpofition that (he fore-

faw would detain her from the ball, and defired they
would provide themfelves with other partners. Obliged
to admit her excufe, they accordingly followed her ad-

vice ; and after they had engaged themfelves beyond the

power of retracting, had the mortification to fee her there

unclaimed.

They in their turn made up to her, and exprefied their

furprife and concern at rinding her in the afiembly unpro-
vided, after {he had declined their invitation ; but fhe

told them that her cold had forfaken her fince fhe had
the pleafure of feeing them, and that fhe would rely up*
on accident for a partner. Juft as fhe pronounced thefe

words to the lafi: of the three, Peregrine advanced as an

utter flranger, bowed with great refpect, told her he un-

derstood fhe was unengaged, and would think himfelf
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highly honoured in being accepted as her partner for the

night ; and he had the good fortune to fucceed in his ap-

plication.
As they were by far the handfomeft and befl accom-

ptifhed couple in the room, they could not fail of attract-

ing the notice and admiration of the fpectators, which

inflamed the jealoufy of his three competitors, who im-

mediately entered into a confpiracy againit this gaudy
ftranger, whom, as their rival, they refolved to affront

in public. Purfuant to the plan which they projected
for this purpofe, the firft country dance was no iboner

concluded, than one of them, with his partner, took

place of Peregrine and his miftrefs, contrary to the regu-
lation of the ball. Our lover, imputing his behaviour to

inadvertency, informed the gentleman of his miftake,
and civilly defired he would rectify his error. The other

told him, in an imperious tone, that he wanted none of

his advice, and bade him mind his own affairs. Pere-

grine anfwered with fome warmth, and infilled upon his

Fight ; a difpute commenced, high words enfued, in the

courfe of which our impetuous youth, hearing himfelf

reviled with the appellation of fcoundrel, pulled off his

antagonift's periwig, and flung it 'in his face. The ladies

immediately fhrieked, the gentlemen interpofed, Emilia

was feized with a fit of trembling, and conducted to her

feat by her youthful admirer, who begged pardon for

having difcompofed her, and vindicated what he had

done, by representing the neceflity he was under to refent

the provocation he had received.

Though {he could not help owning the juftice of his

plea, fhe was not the lefs concerned at the dangerous fi-

tuation in which he had involved himfelf, and, in the

utmoft confternation and anxiety, infilled upon going di-

rectly home. He could not refill her importunities, ; and
her coufin being determined to accompany her, he efcort-

ed them to their lodgings, where he wifhed them good
night, after having, in order to quiet their apprehenfions,

protefted, that, if his opponent was fatisfied, he fhould

never take any ftep towards the profecution of the quar-
rel. Meanwhile the affembly-room became a fcene of

tumult and uproar. The perfon who conceived himfelf

injured, feeing Peregrine retire, ftniggled with his com-
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panions, in order to purfue and take fatisfa&ion of our

hero, whom he loaded with terms of abufe, and chal-

lenged to fingle combat.

The direlor of the ball held a confultation with all the

fubfcribers who were prefent ; and it was determined, by
a majority of votes, that the two gentlemen who had oc-

cafioned the disturbance fhould be defired to withdraw.

This refolution being fignified t one of the parties then

prefent, he made fome difficulty of complying, but was

perfuaded to fubmit by his two confederates, who ac-

companied him to the ftreet-door, where he was met by
Peregrine on his return to the aflembly.

This choleric gentleman, who was a country 'fquire, no
fooner faw his rival, than he began to brandifh his cudgel
in a menacing pofture, when our adventurous youth Hep-

ping back with one foot, laid his hand upon the hilt of

his ("word, which he drew half way out of the fcabbard.

This attitude, and the fight of the blade, which gliftened"

by moon-light in his face, checked, in fome fort, the ar-

dour of his aflailant, who defired he would lay afide his

toafter, and take a bout with him at equal arms. Pere-

grine, who was an expert cudgel-player, accepted the in-

vitation ; then exchanging weapons with Pipes, who
flood behind him, put himfelf in a pofture of defence,
and received the attack of his adverfary, who flruck at

random, without either fkill of economy. Pickle could

have beaten the cudgel out of his hand at the firft blow ;

but as, in that cafe, he would have been obliged in ho-

nour to give immediate quarter, he refolved to difcipline
his antagonift without endeavouring to difable him, until

he fhould be heartily fatisfied with the vengeance he had

taken. "With this view he returned the falutej and raifed

fuch a clatter about the fquire's pate, that one who had

heard, without feeing the application, would have mif-

taken the found for that of a falt-box, in the hand of a

dexterous Merry Andrew, belonging to one of the booths

at Bartholomew fair. Neither was this falutation con-

fined to his head ; his moulders, arms, thighs, ancles,

and ribs, were vifited with amazing rapidity, while Tom
Pipes founded the charge through his fift. Peregrine,
tired with this exercife, which had almoft bereft his ene-

my of fenfation, at laft flruck the decifive blow, in con-
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fequencc of which the fquire's weapon flew out of his

grafp, and he allowed our hero to be the better man.

Satisfied with this acknowledgment, the vilor walked

up flairs, with fuch elevation of fpirits,
and infolence of

mien, that nobody chofe to intimate the refolution which

had been taken in his abfence : There having amufed

himfelf for fome time in beholding the country dances,

he retreated to his lodging, where he indulged himfelf all

night in the contemplation of his own fuccefs.

Next day, in the forenoon, he went to vifit his part-
ner ; and the gentleman at whofe houfe (lie lived, having
been informed of his family and condition, received him
with great courtefy, as the acquaintance of his coufin

Gauntlet, and invited him to dinner that fame day.
Emilia was remarkably well pleafed, when fhe under-

flood the ifTue of his adventure, which began to make
fome noife in town, even though it deprived her of a

wealthy admirer. The fquire having confulted an attor-

ney about the nature of the difpute, in hopes of being
able to profecute Peregrine for an aflault, found little en-

couragement to go to law : He therefore refolved to

pocket the infult and injury he had undergone, and to

difcontinue his addrefTes to her who was the caufe of both.

Our lover being told by his miftrefs, that fhe propofed
to flay a fortnight longer at Windfor, he determined to

enjoy her company all that time, and then to give her a

convoy to the houfe of her mother, whom he longed to

fee. In confequence of this plan, he every day contrived

fome frefh party of pleafure for the ladies, to whom he
had by this time free accefs ; and entangled himfelf fo

much in the fnares of love, that he feemed quite en-

chanted by Emilia's charms, which were now indeed al-

rnofl irrefiflible. While he thus heedlefsly roved in the

flowery paths of pleafure, his governor at Oxford, alarm-

ed at the unufual duration of his abfence, went to the

young gentlemen who had accompanied him in his excur-

sion, and very earneflly entreated them to tell him what

they knew concerning his pupil. They accordingly gave
him an account of the rencounter that happened be-

tween Peregrine and Mifs Emily Gauntlet in the Caflle,
and mentioned circumflances fufEcient to convince him
fhat his charge was very dangeroufly engaged.

2
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Far from having an authority over Peregrine, Mr. Jol-
ter durlt not even difoblige him ; therefore, inftead of

writing to the commodore, he took horfe immediately,
and that fame night reached Windfor, where he found

his ftray fheep very much furprifed at his unexpected ar-

rival.

The governor defiring to have fome ferious converfa-

tion with him, they fliut themfelves up in an apartment,
when Jolter, with great folemnity, communicated the

caufe of his journey, which was no other than his con-

cern for his pupil's welfare ; and very gravely under-

took to prove, by mathematical demonftration, that this

intrigue, if farther purfued, would tend to the young gen-
tleman's ruin and difgrace. This fingular propofition raif-

ed the curiofity of Peregrine, who promifed to yield all

manner of attention, and defired him to begin without

further preamble.
The governor, encouraged by this appearance of can-

dour, expreffed his fatisfa&ion in finding him fo open to

conviction, and- told him he would proceed upon geome-
trical principles. Then, hemming thrice, he obferved,
that no mathematical inquiries could be carried on, ex-

cept upon certain dnta y or conceffion to truths, that were
felf-evident ; and therefore he muft crave his affent to a

few axioms, which he was fure Mr. Pickle would fee no

reafon to difpute.
" In the firft place, then (faid he),

you will grant, I hope, that youth and discretion are, with

refper, to each other, as two parallel lines, which, though

infinitely produced, remain flill equidiftant, and will never

coincide ; and then you muft allow, that paffion ats up-
on the human mind in a ratio compounded of the acute-

nefs of fenfe and conflitutional heat ; and, thirdly, you
will not deny that the angle of remorfe is equal to that of

precipitation. The pqfiulata being admitted (added he,

taking pen, ink, and paper, and drawing a parallelo-

gram), let youth be reprefented by the right line A B,
and difcretion by another right line C D, parallel to the

former. Complete the parallelogram A B C D, and let

the point of interferon, B, reprefent perdition. Let

paffion, reprefented under the letter C, have a motion in

the direction C A. At the fame time, let another motion

fee communicated to it, in the direction C D, it will pro-
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Ceed in the diagonal C B, and defcribe it in the fame time

that it would have defcribed the fide C A by the firfl: mo-

tion, or the fide C D by the fecond. To underftand the

demonltration of this corollary, we mull premife this ob-

vious principle, that, when a body is a&ed upon by a mo-
tion of power parallel to a right line given in pofition,

this power, or motion, has no effect to caufe the body to

approach towards that line, or recede from it, but to move
in a line parallel to a right line only, as appears from the

fecond law of motion $ therefore C A being parallel to

D B,"
His pupil having liftened to him thus far, could con-

tain himfelf no longer, but interrupted the inveftigation
with a loud laugh, and told him, that . his pojiulata put
him in mind of a ceatain learned and ingenious gentle-

man, who undertook to difprove the exiftence of natural

evil, and afked no other datum on which to found his de-

monitration, but an acknowledgment that every thing that

is is right.
" You may therefore (faid he, in a peremp-

tory tone) fpare yourfelf the trouble of torturing your in-

vention ; for after all, I am pretty certain that I {hall

want capacity to comprehend the difcuflion of your lem-

ma, and confequently be obliged to refufe my aflent to

your deduction."

Mr. Jolter was difconcerted at this declaration, and fo

much offended at Peregrine's difrefpecT:, that he could

not help exprefling his difpleafure, by telling him
flatly,

that he was too violent and headltrong to be reclaimed

by reafon and gentle means ; that he (the tutor) mud be

obliged, in the difcharge of his duty and confcience to in-

form the commodore of his pupil's imprudence, that, .if

the laws of this realm were effectual, they would take

cognizance of the gipfy who had led hi:n aflray ; and

obferved, by way of contrail, that, if fuch a prepofterous

intrigue had happened in France, fhe would have been

clapped up in a convent two years ago.
Our lover's eyes kindled with indignation, when he

heard his miftrefs treated with fuch irreverence. He could

fcarce refrain from inflicting manual chaftifement on the

blafphemer, whom he reproached in his wrath as an arro-

gant pedant, without either delicacy or fenfe ; and cau-

tioned him againft ufing any fuch impertinent freedoms
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with his affairs for the future, on pain of incurring more
fevere effects of his refentment.

Mr. Joker, who entertained very high notions of that

veneration to which he thought himfelf entitled by his

character and qualifications, had not bore, without re-

pining, his want of influence and authority over his pu-

pil, againft whom he cherifhed a particular grudge ever

fince the adventure of the painted eye ; and therefore, on
this occafion, his politic forbearance had been overcome

by the accumulated motives of his difguft. Indeed, he

would have refigned his charge with difdain, had he not

been encouraged to perfevere, by the hopes of a good
living which Trunnion had in his gift,

or known how to

difpoie of himfelf for the prefent to better advantage.

CHAPTER XXV.

He receives a letter from his aunt, breaks with the commodore, and dif

obliges the lieutenant, who, nevertheless, undertakes his caufe.

IvIeanwhile he quitted the youth in high dudgeon, and
that fame evening defpatched a letter for Mrs. Trunnion,
which was dictated by the firft tranfports of his paffion,
and of courfe replete with fevere animadverfions on the

mifconduct of his pupil.
In confequence of this complaint, it was not long be-

fore Peregrine received an epiftle from his aunt, where-
in fhe commemorated all the circumftances of the com-
modore's benevolence towards him, when he was helplefs
and forlorn, deferted and abandoned by his own parents,

upbraided him for his mifbehaviour, and neglect of his

tutor's advice, and infilled upon his breaking off all in-

tercourfe with that girl who had feduced his youth, a*

he valued the continuance of her affection and her huf-

band's regard.
As our lover's own ideas of genevofity were extremely

refined, he was fhocked at the indelicate infinuations of

Mrs. Trunnion, and felt all the pangs of an ingenuous
mind that labours under obligations to a perfon whom it

contemns. Far from obeying her injunction, or humb
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ling himfelf by a, fubmiffive anfwer to her reprehenfion,
his refentment buoyed him up above every felfifh confe-

deration ; he refolved to attach himfelf to Emilia, if pof-

fible, more than ever ; and although he was tempted to

punifh the olficioufnefs of Jolter, by recriminating up-
on his life and converfation, he generoufly withftood the

impulfe of his paflion, becaufe he knew that his gover-
nor had no other dependence than the good opinion
of the commodore. He could not, however, digeft in

filence the fevere expostulations of his aunt ; to which
he replied by the following letter, addrefled to her huf-

band.

Sir,
" Though my temper could never ftoop to offer,

nor, I believe, your difpofition deign to receive, that

grofs incenfe which the illiberal only expecl, and none
but the bafe-minded condefcend to pay, my fentiments

have always done juftice to your generofity, and my in-

tention fcrupuloufly adhered to the dictates of my duty.
Confcious of this integrity of heart, I cannot but feverely
feel your lady's unkind

(I
will not call it ungenerous) re-

capitulation of the favours I have received ; and, as I

take it for granted, that you knew and approved of her

letter, I muft beg leave to allure you, that, far from be-

ing fwayed by menaces and reproach, I am determined

to embrace the molt
abjecft extremity of fortune, rather

than fubmit to fuch a dilhonourable compullion. When
I am treated in a more delicate and refpectable manner,
I hope I (hall behave as becomes,

Sir,
Your obliged

P. Pickle."

The commodore, who did not underftand thofe nice

diftin&ions of behaviour, and dreaded the confcquence
of Peregrine's amour, againft which he was ftrangely pre-

poflefled, feemed exafperated at the infolence arid obfti-

nacy of his adopted ion ; to whofe epiftle he wrote the

following anfwer, which was tranfmitted by the hands of

Hatchway, who had orders to bring the delinquent along
with him to the garrifon.
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" Heark ye child,
" You need not bring your fine fpeeches to bear upon

me. You only expend your ammunition to no purpofe.
Your aunt told you nothing but truth ; for it is always
fair and honed to be above board d'ye fee. I am inform-

ed as how you are in chafe of a painted galley, which will

decoy you upon the flats of deftruction, unlefs you keep
a better look-out and a furer reckoning than you have hi-

therto done ; and I have fent Jack Hatchway to fee how
the land lies, and warn you of your danger : If fo be as

ou will put about fhip, and let him fleer you into this

arbour, you fliall meet with a fafe birth and friendly re-

ception ; but if you refufe to alter your courfe, you can-

not expect any further afliftance from yours, as you be-

have,
Hawser Trunnion."

Peregrine was equally piqued and difconcerted at the

receipt of this letter, which was quite different from what
he had expected, and declared in a refolute tone to the

lieutenant, who brought it, that he might return as foon

as he pleafed, for he was determined to confult his own
inclination, and remain for fome time longer where he
was.

Hatchway endeavoured to perfuade him by all the ar-

guments which his fagacity and friendfhip could fupply,
to fhow a little more deference for the old man, who was

by this time rendered fretful and peeviih by the gout,
which now hindered him from enjoying himfelf as ufual,

and who might, in his pafhon, take fome ftep very much
to the detriment of the young gentleman, whom he had
hitherto confidered as his own fon. Among other re-

monftrances, Jack obferved that mayhaps Peregrine had

got under Emilia's hatches, and did not choofe to fet her

adrift j and if that was the cafe, he himfelf would take

charge of the veflel, and fee her cargo fafely delivered ;

for he had a refpedr, for the young woman, and his needle

pointed towards matrimony ; and as, in all probability,
{lie could not be much the worfe for the wear, he would
make fliift to feud through life with her under an eafy
fail.

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and, having

4
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thanked him for this laft. inflance of his complaifance, re-

peated his refolution of adhering to his firft purpofe.

Hatchway having profited fo little by mild exhortations,
aflumed a more peremptory afpel, and plainly told him
he neither could nor would go home without "him ; fo he

had bell make immediate preparation for the voyage.

Peregrine made no other reply to this declaration than

by a contemptuous fmile, and rofe from his feat in order

to retire ; upon which the lieutenant darted up, and port-

ing himfelf by the door, protefted, with fome menacing

geftures, that he would not fuffer him to run ahead nei-

ther. The other, incenfed at his prefumption, in attempt-

ing to detain him by force, tripped up his wooden leg,

and laid him on his back in a moment ; then walked de-

liberately towards the park, in order to indulge his re-

flection, which at that time teemed with difagreeable

thoughts. He had not proceeded two hundred fteps, when
he heard fomething blowing and (lamping behind him ;

and, looking back, perceived the lieutenant at his heels,

with rage and indignation in his countenance. This ex-

afperated feaman, impatient of the affront he had receiv-

ed, and forgetting all the circumftances of their former

intimacy, advanced with great eagernefs to his old friend,

faying,
" Look ye, brother, you're a faucy boy, and if

you was at fea, I would have your backfide brought to the

Davit for your difobedience ; but as we are on fhore, you
and I mull crack a piftol at one another j here is a brace,

you fhall ,take which you pleafe."

Peregrine, upon recollection, was forry for having been
laid under the neceflity of difobliging honed Jack, and

very frankly afked his pardon for what he had done. But
this condeicenfion was misinterpreted by the other, who
refufed any other fatisfadlion but that which an officer

ought to claim ; and, with fome irreverent expreihons,
afked if Perry was afraid of his bacon. The youth, in-

flamed at this unjufl infinuation, darted a ferocious look

at the challenger, told him he had paid but too much re-

gard to his infirmities, and bid- him walk forward to the

park, where he would foon convince him of his error, if

he thought his concefllon proceeded from fear.

About this time, they were overtaken by Pipes, who

having heard the lieutenant's fall, and feen him pocket his

Vol. II. K
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piltols, fufpected that there was a quarrel in the cafe, and

followed him with a view of protecting his mafter. Pe-

regrine feeing him arrive, and guefling his intention, af-

fumed an air of ferenity, and pretending that he had left

Ins handkerchief at the inn, ordered his man to go thither

and fetch it to him in the park, where he would find

them at his return. This command was twice repeated
before Tom would take any other notice of the mefiage,

except by making his head ; but being urged with many
threats and curfes to obedience, he gave them to under-

ftand that he knew their drift too well to truft them by
themfelves. " As for you, Lieutenant Hatchway (faid

he), I have been your {hip-mate, and know you to be a

failor, that's enough j and as for mafter, I know him to

be as good a man as ever ftepped betwixt ftera and ftern,

whereby, if you have any thing to fay to him, I am your
man, as the faying is. Here's my fappling, and I don't

value your crackers of a rope's end." This oration, the

longeft that ever Pipes was known to make, he conclud-

ed with a flouriih of his cudgel, and enforced with fuch

determined refufals to leave them, that they found it im-

poflible to bring the caufe to mortal arbitrement at that

time, and (trolled about the park in profound filence ;

during which, Hatchway's indignation fubfiding, he all

of a fudden thruft out his hand as an advance to reconci-

liation, which being cordially fhaken by Peregrine, a ge-
neral pacification enfued ;

and was followed by a consul-

tation about the means of extricating the youth from his

prefent perplexity. Had his difpofition been like that of

mod other young men, it would have been no difficult

talk to overcome his difficulties ;
but fnch was the oblti-

nacy of his pride, that he deemed himfelf bound in ho-

nour to refent the letters he had received ; and, inltead of

fubmitting to the pleafure of the commodore, expected an

acknowledgment from him, without which he would lif-

ten to no terms of accommodation. " Had I been his own
fon (faid he), I fhould have bore his reproof, and fued for

forgivenefs , but knowing myfelf to be on the footing of

an orphan, who depends entirely upon his benevolence,
I am jealous of every thing that can be conftrued into dif-

refpeft, and infift upon being treated with the molt punc-
tual regard. I mail now make application to my father.
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who is obliged to provide for me by the ties of nature,

as well as the laws of the land ; and if he fhall refufe to

do me juftice, I can never want employment while men
are required for his Majefty's fetvice.

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, begged Jie
would take no new ftep until he fhould hear from him ;

and that very evening fet out for the garrifon, where he

gave Trunnion an account of the mifcarriage of his nego-
tiation, told him how highly Peregrine was offended at

the letter, communicated the young gentleman's fenti-

ments and refolution, and, finally,
allured him, that, un-

lefs he fhould think proper to alk pardon for the offence

he had committed, he would, in all appearance, never

more behold the face of his godfon.
The old commodore was utterly confounded at this

piece of intelligence j he had expected all the .humility
of obedience and contrition from the young man ; and,
inftead of that, received nothing but the moft indignant

oppofition, and even found himfelf in the circumitances

of an offender, obliged to make atonement, or forfeit all

correfpondence with his favourite. Thefe infolent condi-

tions at firft threw him into an agony of wrath, and he

vented execrations with fuch rapidity, that he left himfelf

no time to breathe, and had almoft been fuffocated with

his choler. He inveighed bitterly againft the ingratitude
of Peregrine, whom he mentioned with many opprobrious

epithets, and fwore that he ought to be keel-hawled for

his prefumption ; but when he began to reflect more cool-

ly upon the fpirit of the young gentleman, which had al-

ready manifefted itfelf on many occafions, and litlened to

the luggeftions of Hatchway, whom he had always confi-

dered as an oracle in his way, his refentment abated, and
he determined to take Perry into favour again j this pla-

cability being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative of

our hero's intrepid behaviour at the aiTembly, as well as

in the conteft with him in the park. But full this plaguy
amour occurred like a bugbear to his imagination ; for he

held it as an infallible maxim, that woman was an eternal

iource of mifery to man. Indeed this apothegm he fel-

dom repeated fince his marriage, except in the company
of a very few intimates, to whole fecrecy and difcretion

he could truft. Finding Jack himfelf at a nonplub in the

Kij
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affair of Emilia, he confulted Mrs. Trunnion, who was

equally furprifed and offended, when (he underftood that

her letter did not produce the defired effect; and, after

having imputed the youth's obftinacy to his uncle's unfea-

fonable indulgence, had recourfe to the advice of the par-

fon, who, (till with an eye to his friend's advantage, coun-

felled them to fend the young gentleman on his travels,

in the courfe of which he would, in all probability, for-

get the amufements of his greener years. The propofal
was judicious,

and immediately approved, when Trun-

nion going into his clofet, after divers efforts, produced
the following billet, with which Jack departed for Wind-
for that fame afternoon.

" My good lad,
" If I gave offence in my laft letter, I'm forry for't,

d'ye fee ; I thought it was the likelieft way to bring you

up ; but, in time to come, you fhall have a larger fwing
of cable. When you can fpare time, I fhall be glad if

you will make a fhort trip, and fee your aunt, and him
who is

Your loving godfather
and humble fervant,

Hawser Trunnion.

P. S. If you want money, you may draw upon me pay-
able at fight."

CHAPTER XXVI.

He becomes melancholy and defpondent; is favoured with a condefcend-

ing letter from his uncle ; reconciles himfelf to his governor, and fets

out with Emilia and her friend for Mrs. Gauntlet's houfe.

i eregrine, fortified as he was with pride and indigna-
tion, did not fail to feel the fmarting fuggeftions of his

prefent fituation ; after having lived fo long in an affluent

and imperious manner, he could ill brook the thoughts of

fubmitting to the mortifying exigencies of life. All the

gaudy fchemes of pomp and pleafure, which his luxuriant
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imagination had formed, began to diflblve, a train of me-

lancholy ideas took pofleflion of his thoughts, and the pro-

fpect of lofmg Emilia was not the leaft part of his afflic-

tion. Though he endeavoured to fupprefs the chagrin
that preyed upon his heart, he could not conceal the dif-

turbance of his mind from the penetration of that amiable

young lady, who fympathized with him in her heart,

though fhe could not give her tongue the liberty of afk-

ing the caufe of his diforder ; for, notwithstanding all the

ardour of his addrefles, he never could obtain from her

the declaration of a mutual flame ; becaufe, though he

had hitherto treated her with the utmoft reverence of re-

flect, he had never once mentioned the final aim of his

paffion. However honourable {lie fuppofed it to be, fhe

had difcernment enough to forfee, that vanity or inte-

refl, co-operating with the levity of youth, might one day
deprive her of her lover, and fhe was too proud to give
him any handle of exulting at her expence. Although he
was received by her with the moll diftinguifhed civility,
and even an intimacy of friendfhip, all his folicitations

could never extort from her an acknowledgment of love ;

on the contrary, being of a gay difpofition, fhe fometimes

coquetted with other admirers, that his attention thus

whetted might never abate, and that he might fee fhe had*

other refources, in cafe he fhould flag in his affection.

This being the prudential plan on which fhe acted, it

cannot be fuppofed that fhe would condefcend to inquire
into the flate of his thoughts, when fhe faw him thus af-

fected ; but fhe, neverthelefs, impofed that talk on her

coufin and confident, who, as they walked together in the

park, obferved that he feemed to be out of humour. When
this is the cafe, fuch a queftion generally increafes the

difcafe j at leaft it had that effect upon Peregrine, who

replied fomewhat peevifhly,
" I affure you, Madam, you

never was more miflaken in your obfervations." " I

think fo too (faid Emilia), for I never faw Mr. Pickle in

higher fpirits." This ironical encomium completed his

confufion
; he affected to fmile, but it was a fmile of an-

guifh, and in his heart he curfed the vivacity of both. He
could not for his foul recollect himfelf fo as to utter one

connected fentence ;
and the fufpicion that they obferved

every circumftance of his behaviour, threw fuch a damp
Kiij
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on his fplrits, that he was quite overwhelmed with fhame
and refentment, when Sophy, calling her eyes towards

the gate, faid,
" Yonder is your fervant, Mr. Pickle, with

another man who feems to have a wooden leg." Pere-

grine ftarted at this intelligence, and immediately under-

went fundry changes of complexion, knowing that his fate

in a great meafure depended upon the information he

would receive from his friend.

Hatchway advancing to the company, after a brace of

fea bows to the ladies, took the youth afide, and put the

commodore's letter into his hand, which threw him into

fuch an agitation, that he could fcarce pronounce
" La-

dies, will you give me leave ?" When, in coniequence
of their permiffion, he attempted to open the billet, lie

fumbled with fuch manifeft diforder, that his miftrefs,

who watched his motions, began to think there was fome-

thing very interefting in the meffage ; and fo much was
fhe affected with his concern, that fhe was fain to turn

her head another way, and wipe the tears from her lovely

eyes.
Meanwhile Peregrine no fooner read the firft fentence,

than his countenance, which before was overcaft with a

deep gloom, began to be lighted up, and every feature

unbending by degrees, he recovered his ferenity. Having
perufed the letter, his eyes fparkling with joy and grati-

tude, he hugged the lieutenant in his arms, and prefented
him to the ladies as one of his beft friends. Jack met
with a moft gracious reception, and fhook Emilia by the

hand, telling her, with the familiar appellation of old ac-

quaintance^ that he did not care how loon he was mafter

of fuch another clean-going frigate as herfelf.

The whole company partook of this favourable charge
that evidently appeared in our lover's recollection, and
enlivened his converfation with fuch an uncommon flow

of fprightlinefs and good humour, as even made an im-

preffion on the iron countenance of Pipes himfelf, who

actually fmiled with fatisfalion as he walked behind

them.

The evening being pretty far advanced, they directed

their courfe homeward ; and, while the valet attended

Hatchway to the inn, Peregrine efcorted the ladies to

their lodgings, where he owned the juftnefs of Sophy'*
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remark, in faying he was out of humour, and told them
he had been extremely chagrined at a difference which

had happened between him and his uncle, to whom (by
the letter which they had feen him receive) he now found

himfelf happily reconciled.

Having received their congratulations, and declined

flaying to fup with them, on account of the longing de-

fire he had to converfe with his friend Jack, he took his

leave, and repaired to the inn, where Hatchway inform-

ed him of every thing that had happened in tta garrifon

upon his reprefentations. Far from being difgufted, he

was perfectly well pleafed with the profpedf. of going
abroad, which flattered his vanity and ambition, gratified

his thirfl after knowledge, and indulged that turn for ob-

fervation, for which he had been remarkable from his

mofl tender years. Neither did he believe a fhort abfence

would tend to the prejudice of his love, but, on the con-

trary, enhance the value of his heart, becaufe he fhould

return better accomplifhed, and confequently a more wel-

come offering to his miftrefs. Elevated with thefe fen-

timents, his heart dilated with joy, and the fluices of his

natural benevolence being opened by this happy turn of

his affairs, he fent his compliments to Mr. Jolter, to whom
he had not fpoken during a whole week, and defired he

would favour Mr. Hatchway and him with his company
at fupper.
The governor was not weak enough to decline this in-

vitation } in confequence of which he forthwith appear-
ed, and was cordially welcomed by the relenting pupil,
who expreffed his forrow for the mifunderftanding which
had prevailed between them, and allured him, that, for

the future, he would avoid giving him any juft caufe of

complaint. Jolter, who did not want affection, was melt-

ed by this acknowledgment, which he could not have ex*

pe&ed, and earneftly protefted, that his chief fludy had

always been, and ever fhould be, to promote Mr. Pickle's

intereft and happinefs.
The belt part of the night being fpent in the circula-

tion of a cheerful glafs, the company broke up ;
and next

morning Peregrine went out with a view of making his

miftrefs acquainted with his uncle's intention of fending
him out of the kingdom for his improvement, and of fay-

Kiiij
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ing every thing which he thought necefTary for the inter-

red of his love. He found her at breakfaft with her cou-

fin ; and, as he was very full of the fubjecl: of his vifit,

had fcarce fixed himfelf in his ("eat, when he brought it

upon the carpet, by alkirig with a fmile, if the ladies had

any commands for Paris ? Emilia, at this queflion began
to ftare, and her confident deiired to know who was go-

ing thither ? He no fooner gave them to underftand that

he himfelf intended in a fhort time to vifit that capital,

than his miftrefs, with great precipitation, wifhed him a

good journey, and affected to talk with indifference about

the pleafures he would enjoy in France : But when he

ferioufly allured Sophy, who aiked if he was in earneft,

that his uncle actually infilled upon his making a fhort

tour, the tears gufhed in poor Emilia's eyes, and fhe was
at great pains to conceal her concern, by obferving that

the tea w-as fo fcalding hot, as to make her eyes water.

This pretext was too thin to impofe upon her lover, or even

deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, who, after

breakfaft, took an opportunity of quitting the room.

Thus left by themfelves, Peregrine imparted to her

what he had learned of the commodore's intention, with-

out, however, mentioning a fyllable of his being offended

at their
correfpondence, and accompanied his information

with luch fervent vows of eternal conftancy and iolemn

promifes of a fpeedy return, that Emilia's heart, which
had been invaded by a fufpicion that this fcheme of tra-

velling was the effect of her lover's inconflancy, began to

be more at eafe ; and fhe could not help fignifying her

approbation of his defign.
This affair being amicably compromifed, he afked how

foon ihe propofed to fet out for her mother's houfe ; and

underftanding that her departure was fixed for next day
but one, and that her coufin Sophy* intended to accom-

pany her in her father's chariot, he repeated his intention

of attending her. In the mean time he difmifTed his go-
vernor and the lieutenant to the garrifon, with his com-

pliments to his aunt and the commodore, and a faithful

promife of his being with them in fix days at fartheft.

Thefe previous meafures being taken, he, attended by
Pipes, fet out with the ladies ; and they had alfo a con-

voy for twelve miles from Sophy's father, who art parting
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recommended them pioufly to the care of Peregrine, with

whom, by this time, he was perfectly well acquainted.

CHAPTER XXVII.

They meet with a dreadful alarm on the road ; arrive at their journey's
end. Peregrine is introduced to Emily's brother; thcfe two young
gentlemen mifundeiftand each other. Pickle departs for the garrifon.

i\s they travelled at an eafy rate, they had performed

fomething more than one half of their journey, when

they were benighted near an inn, at which they refolved

to lodge : The accommodation was very good } they flip-

ped together with great mirth and enjoyment, and it was
not till after he had been warned by the yawns of the la-

dies, that he conducted them to their apartment ; where

wifhing them good night, he retired to his own, and went
to reft.

The houfe was crowded with country people who had
been at a neighbouring fair, and now regaled themfelves

with ale and tobacco in the yard ; fo that their confidera-

tion, which at any time was but flender, being now
overwhelmed by this debauch, they ftaggered into their

refpe&ive kennels, and left a lighted candle flicking to

one of the wooden pillars that fupported the gallery.
The flame in a little time laid hold on the wood, which
was as dry as tinder, and the whole gallery was on fire,

when Peregrine fuddenly awaked, and found himfelf al-

moft fufFocated. He fprung up in an inltant, flipped on
his breeches, and throwing open the door of his chamber,
faw the whole entry in a blaze.

Heavens ! what"were the emotions of his foul, when
he beheld, the volumes of flame and frnoke rolling towards

the room where his dear Emilia lay ! Regardlefs of his

own danger, he darted himfelf through the thickeft of

the gloom, when knocking hard, and calling at the fame
time to the ladies, with the moft anxious entreaty to be

admitted, the door was opened by Emilia in her fhift,

who afked, with the utmoft trepidation, what was the

matter ? He made -no reply, but matching her up in his
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arms, like another iEneas, bore her through the flames

to a place of fafety ; where, leaving her before fhe could

recollect herfelf, or pronounce one word, but " Alas !

my coufin Sophy !" he flew back to the refcue of that

young lady, and found her already delivered by Pipes,

who, having been alarmed by the fmell of fire, had got

up, rufhed immediately to the chamber where he knew
thefe companions lodged, and (Emily being faved by her

lover) brought off Mifs Sophy with the lofs of his own
fhock head of hair, which was finged off in his retreat.

By this time the whole inn was alarmed ; every lodger,
as well as fervant, exerted himfelf, in order to ftop the

progrefs of this calamity ; and there being a well reple-
nished horfe-pond in the yard, in lefs than an hour the

fire was totally extinguifhed, without having done any
other damage than that of confuming about two yards of

the wooden gallery.
All this time our young gentleman clofely attended his

fair charge, each of whom had fwooned with apprehen-
fion ; but as their conftitutions were good, and their fpi-

rits not eafily diilipated, when upon reflection they found

themfelves and their company fafe, and that the flames

were happily quenched, the tumult of their fears fubfided,

they put on their clothes, recovered their good humour,
and began to rally each other on the trim in which they
had been fecured. Sophy obferved, that now Mr. Pickle

had an indifputable claim to her coufin's affection ; and

therefore (lie ought to lay afide all affected referve for the

future, and frankly avow the fentiments of her heart.

Emily retorted the argument, putting her in mind, that,

by the fame claim, Mr. Pipes was entitled to the like re-

turn from her. Her friend admitted the force of the con-

ciufion, provided fhe could not find means of fatisfying

her deliverer in another fhape ; and turning to the valet,

who happened to be prefcnt, afked, if his heart was not

otherwife engaged ? Tom, who did not conceive the

meaning of the queftion, flood filent according to cuftom ;

and the interrogation being repeated, anfwered, with a

grin,
" Heart-whole as a bifcuit, I'll allure you, Mif-

trefs."
" What ? (faid Emilia) have you never been in

love, Thomas ?" "
Yes, forfooth (replied the valet with-

out hefitation), fometimes of a morning." Peregrine could
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not help laughing, and his miftrefs locked a little dil-

eoncerted at this blunt repartee ; while Sophy flipping a

purfe into his hand, told him there was fomething to

purchafe a periwig. Tom, having consulted his mailer's

eyes, refufed the prefent, faying,
" No, thank ye as much

as if I did." And though fhe infifted upon his putting it

in his pocket, as a fmall teftimony of her gratitude, he

could not be prevailed upon to avail himfelf of her gene-

rofity , but, following her to the other end of the room,
thrull it into her fkeve without ceremony, exclaiming,
"

I'll be damn'd to hell if I do." Peregrine having checked

him for his boorifh behaviour, fent him out of the room,
and begged that Mifs Sophy would not endeavour to de-

bauch the morals of his fervant, who, rough and uncul-

tivated as he was, had fenfe enough to perceive that he

had no pretenfion to any fuch acknowledgment. But fhe

argued with great vehemence, that (he mould never be

able to make an acknowledgment adequate to the fervice

he had done her, and that the Ihould never be perfectly

eafy in her own mind, until fhe found fome opportunity
of manifefting the fenfe lhe had of the obligation :

" I do

not pretend (laid fhe) to reward Mr. Pipes ; but I ihall

be abfolutely unhappy, unlefs I am allowed to give him
fome token of my regard."

Peregrine, thus earneftly folicited, defired that, f.nce

fhe was bent upon difplayjng her generofity, flie would
not bellow upon him any pecuniary gratification, but ho-

nour him with fome trinket, as a mark of confuleration ;

becaufe he himfelf had fuch a particular value for the fel-

low, on account of his attachment and fidelity, that he
fhould be forry to fee him treated on the footing of a com-
mon mercenary domeftic.

There was not one jewel in the poffeflion of this grate-
ful young lady, that fhe would not have gladly given as a

recompenfe, or badge of diftin&ion to her refcuer ; but

his mailer pitched upon a feal ring of no great value, that

hung at her watch, and Pipes being called in, had per-
miffion to accept that teftimony of Mils Sophy's favour.

Tom received it accordingly with fundry lcrapes, and,

having kifTed it with great devotion, put it on his little

finger, and flrutted off, extremely proud of his acquisition.

Emilia, with a mpft enchanting fweetnefs of afpetl,
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told her lover, that he had inftrucled her how to behave
towards him ; and, taking a diamond ring from her fin-

ger, de fired he would wear it for her fake. He received

the pledge as became him, and prefented another in ex-

change, which fhe at firlt refufed, alleging, that it would

deftroy the intent of her acknowledgment ; but Peregrine
allured her, he had accepted her jewel, not as a proof of
her gratitude, but as the mark of her love ; and that, if

ihe refufed a mutual token, he fliould look upon himfelf

as the object of her difdain. Her eyes kindled, and her

cheeks glowed, with refentment, at this impudent inti-

mation, which fhe confidered as an unfeafonable infult
;

and the young gentleman, perceiving her emotion, flood

corrected for his temerity, and afked pardon for the liberty
of his remonftrance, which he hoped fhe would afcribe

to the prevalence of that principle alone which he had

always taken pride in avowing.

Sophy, feeing him difconcerted, interpofed in his be-

half, and chid her coufin for having pratiifed fuch un-

neceiTary affectation ; upon which Emilia, foftened into

compliance, held out her finger as a fignal of her conde-

lceniion. Peregrine put on the ring with great eagernefs,
mumbled her loft white hand in an ecftafy which would
not allow him to confine his embraces to that limb, but

urged him to feize her by the wailt, and fnatch a deli-

cious kifs-from her love-pouting lips ; nor would he leave

her a butt to the ridicule of Sophy, on whofe mouth he

inftantly committed a rape of the fame nature ; fo that

the two friends, countenanced by each other, reprehended
him with fuch gentlenefs of rebuke, that he was almoil

tempted to repeat the offence.

The morning being now lighted up, and the fervants

of the inn on foot, he ordered fome chocolate for break-

faft, and, at the defire of the ladies, fent Pipes to fee the

horfes fed, and the chariof. prepared, while he went to

the bar, and difcharged the bill.

Theie meafures being taken, they fet out about five

o'clock, and having refreshed themfelves and their cattle

at another inn on the road, proceeded in the afternoon.

Without meeting with any other accident, they fafely ar-

rived at the place of their deftination, where Mrs. Gaunt-
let expreffed her joy at feeing her eld friend Mr. Pickle3
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whom, however, fhe kindly reproached for the long dif-
-

continuance of his regard. Without explaining the caufe

of that interruption, he protefted, that his love and efteem

had never been difcontinued, and that, for the future, he

ftiould omit no occafion of testifying how much he had

her friend flap at heart. She then made him acquainted
with her fon, who at that time was in the houfe, being
excufed from his duty by furlough.

This young man, whofe name was Godfrey, was about

the age of twenty, of a middling fize, vigorous make, re-

markably well fhaped, and the fears of the fmall pox, of

which he bore a good number, added a peculiar manli-

nefs to the air of his countenance. His capacity was

good, and his difpofition naturally frank and eafy j but

he had been a foldier from his infancy, and his education

was altogether in the military flyle. He looked upon tafte

and letters as mere pedantry, beneath the confideration

of a gentleman ; and every civil ftation of life as mean,
when compared with the profeflion of arms. He had

made great progrefs in the gymnaftic fciences of dancing,

fencing, and riding, played perfectly well on the german
flute, and, above all things, valued himfelf upon a fcru-

pulous obfervance of all th? points of honour.

Had Peregrine and he considered themfelves upon equal

footing, in all probability they would have immediately
entered into a league of intimacy and friendfhip : But
this fufficient foldier looked upon his fitter's admirer as a

young ftudent, raw from the univerfity, and utterly ig-
norant of mankind ; while Squire Pickle beheld Godfrey
in the light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior to him-
felf in fortune, as well as every other accomplifhment.
This mutual mifunderftanding could not fail of producing
animofities. The very next day after Peregrine's arrival,

fome fharp repartees pafled between them in prefence of

the ladies, before whom each endeavoured to aflert his

own fuperiority. In thefe contefts our hero never failed

of obtaining the victory, becaufe his genius was more

acute, and his talents better cultivated than thofe of his

antagonift, who therefore took umbrage at his fuccefs,
became jealous of his reputation, and began to treat him
with marks of fcorn and difrefpet.

His filter faw, and dreading the confequence of his
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ferocity, not only took him to talk in private for his im-

polite behaviour, but alfo entreated her lover to make al-

lowances for the roughnefs of her brother's education.

He kindly afiured her, that, whatever pains it might colt

him to vanquifh his own impetuous temper, he would for

her fake endure all the mortifications to which her bro-

ther's arrogance might expofe him ; and, after having
flayed with her two

days,
and enjoyed feveral private in-

terviews, during which* he acled the part of a mod paf-
fionate lover, he took his leave of Mrs. Gauntlet over

night, and told the young ladies he would call early next

morning to bid them farewell. He did not neglect this

piece of duty, and found the two friends and breakfaft

already prepared in the parlour. All three being ex-

tremely affected with the thoughts of parting, a molt pa-
thetic lilence for fome time prevailed, till Peregrine put
an end to it, by lamenting his fate, in being obliged to

exile himfelf fo long from the dear object of his molt in-

terelting wifh. He begged, with the molt earned nip-

plications, that fhe would now, in confideration of the

cruel abfence he mult fuffer, give him the confolation

which fhe had hitherto refufed, namely, that of knowing
he poffefled a place within her heart. The confident fe-

conded his requeft, reprefenting, that it was now no
time to dilguife her fentiments, when her lover was about

to leave the kingdom, and might be in danger of con-

tracting other connections, unlefs he was confirmed in his

conftancy, by knowing how far he could depend upon her

love ; and, in fhort, lhe was plied with fuch irrefiftible

importunities, that fhe anfwered, in the utmoft confu-

fion,
"
Though I have avoided literal acknowledgments,

methinks the circumftances of my behaviour might have

convinced Mr. Pickle, that I do not regard him as a com-
mon acquaintance."

" My charming Emily ! (cried the

impatient lover, throwing himfelf at her feet) why will

you deal out my happinefs in fuch fcanty portions ? Why
will you thus mince the declaration which would over-

whelm me with pleafure, and cheer my Jonely reflection,

while I figh amid the folitude of feparation i" His fair

miftrefs, melted by this image, replied, with the tears

gufhing from her eyes,
" I'm afraid I fhall feel that fepa-

ration more feverely than you imagine." Tranfported at
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this flattering confeflion, he prefied her to his bread, and,
while her head reclined upon his neck, mingled his tears

with hers in great abundance, breathing the moft tender

vows of eternal fidelity.
The gentle heart of Sophy could

not bear this fcene unmoved , fhe wept with fympathy,
and encouraged the lovers to refign themfelves to the will

of fate, and fupport their fpirits with the hope of meeting

again on happier terms. Finally, after mutual promifes,

exhortations, and endearments, Peregrine took his leave,

his heart being fo full, that he could fcarce pronounce
the word Adieu ! and, mounting his horfe at the door,

fet out with Pipes for the garrifon.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Gauntlet, with whom he fights a (hie!,

and contracts an intimate friendfhip. He arrives at the garrifon, and
finds his mother as implacable as ever. He is infulted by his brother

Gam, whofe preceptor he difciplines with a horfe-whip.

In order to expel the melancholy images that took pof-
feffion of his fancy, at parting from his miftrefs, he call-

ed in the flattering ideas of thofe pleafures he expected
to enjoy in France ; and, before he had rode ten miles,

his imagination was effectually amufed.

While he thus profecuted his travels by anticipation,
and indulged himfelf in all the infolence of hope, at the

turning of a lane he was all of a fudden overtaken by Emi-
lia's brother on horfeback, who told him he was riding
the fame way, and mould be glad of his company.

This young gentleman, whether prompted by perfonal

pique, or actuated with zeal for the honour of his family,
had followed our hero, with a view of obliging him to

explain the nature of his attachment to his filter. Pere-

grine returned his compliment with fuch difdainful civi-

lity,
as gave him room to believe that he fufpedted his

errand ; and therefore, without further preamble, he de-

clared his bufinefs in thefe words :
" Mr. Pickle, you

have carried on a correfpondence with my filter for fome

time, and I mould be glad to know the nature of it."

3
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To this queition our lover replied,
"

Sir, I fhould be glad
to know what title you have to demand that f.itisfaction."
" Sir (anfwered the other), I demand it in the capacity
of a brother, jealous of his own honour, as well as of

his lifter's reputation ; and, if your intentions are ho-

nourable, you will not refufe it." " Sir (faid Peregrine),
I am not at prefent difpofed to appeal to your opinion for

the rectitude of my intentions ; and I think you affume a

little too much importance, in pretending to judge my
conduct." " Sir (replied the foldier), I pretend to judge
the conduct of every man who interferes with my con-

cerns, and even to chaltife him, if I think he acts amifs."
" Chaftife ! (cried the youth, with indignation in his

looks), fure you dare not apply that term to me !" " You
are miftaken (faid Godfrey) ; I dare do any thing that be-

comes the character of a gentleman."
"
Gentleman, God

wot ! (replied the other, looking contemptuoufly at his

equipage, which was none of the moft fuperb), a very

pretty gentleman truly !" The foldier's wrath was in-

flamed by this ironical repetition, the contempt of which
his confcious poverty made him feel ; and he called his

antagonift Prefumptuous Boy ! Infolent Upltart ! with

other epithets, which Perry retorted with great bitternefs.

A formal challenge having pafTed between them, they

alighted at the firft inn, and walked into the next field,

in order to decide their quarrel by the fword. Having
pitched upon the fpot, helped to pull off each other's

boots, and laid afide their coats and waiftcoats, Mr. Gaunt-
let told his opponent, that he himfelf was looked upon in

the army as an expert fwordfman ; and that, if Mr.
Pickle had not made that fcience his particular ftudy,

they fhould be upon a more equal footing in ufing piftols.

Peregrine was too much incenfed to thank him for his

plain dealing, and too confident of his own (kill, to re-

lifh the other's propofal, which he accordingly rejected :

Then, drawing his fword, he obferved, that, were he to

treat Mr. Gauntlet according to his deferts, he would
order his man to punifh his audacity with a horfe-whip.

Exafperated at this expreflion, which he confidered as an
indelible affront, he made no reply, but attacked his ad-

verfary with equal ferocity and addrefs. The youth par-
ried his firft and fecond thurft, but received the third in

4
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the outfide of his fword arm. Though the wound was

fuperficial, he was tranfported with rage at fight of his

own blood, and returned the afTault with fuch fury and

precipitation, that Gauntlet, lotfy to take advantage of his

unguarded heat, ftood upon the defenfive. In the fecond

longe, Peregrine's weapon entering a kind of net work in

the {hell of Godfrey's fword, the blade fnapped in two,
and left him at the mercy of the foldier, who, far from

making an infolent ufe of the victory he had gained, put

up his Toledo with great deliberation, like a man who
had been ufed to that kind of rencounters, and obferved,
that fuch a blade as Peregrine's was not to be trufted with

a man's life : Then, advifmg the owner to treat a gentle-
man in diftrefs with more refpect for the future, he flip-

ped on his boots, and, with fullen dignity of demeanour,
italked back to the inn.

Though Pickle was extremely mortified at his mifcar-

riage in this adventure, he was alfo (truck with the beha-

viour of his antagonift, which affected him the more, as

he underftood that Godfrey's fierte had proceeded from
the jealous feniibility of a gentleman declined into the

vale of misfortune. Gauntlet's valour and moderation

induced him to put a favourable construction on all thofe

circumftanjes of that young foldier's conduct, which had

before given him difguft. Though, in any other cafe, he

would have induftrioufly avoided the leaft appearance of

fubmiffion, he followed his conqueror to the inn, with a

view of thanking him for his generous forbearance, and

of foliciting his friendfhip and correfpondence.

Godfrey had his foot in the ftirrup, to mount, when

Peregrine coming up to him, defired he would defer his

departure for a quarter of an heur, and fayour him with

a little private converfation. The foldier, who miftook

the meaning of the requeft, immediately quitted his horfe,
and followed Pickle into a chamber, where he expected
to find a brace of piftols loaded on the table ; but he was

very agreeably deceived, when our hero, in the molt re-

fpectful terms, acknowledged his noble deportment in the

field, owned, that till then he had mitunderftood his cha-

racter, and begged that he would honour him with his

intimacy and correfpondence.

Gauntlet, who had feen undoubted proofs of Peregrine'?
Vol II. L
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courage, which had confiderabjy raifed him in his efteem,
and had fenfe enough to perceive that this conceffion was
not owing to any fordid or finifter motive, embraced his

offer with demonftrations of infinite fatisfa&ion. When
he underftood the terms on which Mr. Pickle was with

his fifter, he proffered his fervice in his turn, either as

agent, mediator, or confident: Nay, to give his new
friend a convincing proof of his fincerity, he difclofed to

him a paffion which he had for fome time entertained for

his coufin Mifs Sophy, though he durft not reveal his

fentiments to her father, left he fhould be offended at

his prefumption, and withdraw his prote&ion from the

family.

Peregrine's generous heart was wrung with anguifh,
when he underftood that this young gentleman, who was
the only fon of a diftingu'dhed officer, had carried arms

for the fpace of five years, without being able to obtain a

fuballern's commiflion, though he had always behaved

with remarkable regularity and fpirit, and acquired the

friendfhip and efteem of all the officers under whom he

had ferved.

He would, at that time, with the utmoft pleafure, have

fhared his finances with him ; but, as he would not run
the rifle of offending the young foldier's delicacy of ho-

nour, by a premature exertion of his liberality, he re-

folved to infmuate himfelf into an intimacy with him,
before he would venture to take fuch freedoms; and,
with that view, preffed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany him
to the garrifon, where he did not doubt of having influ-

ence enough to make him a welcome gueft. Godfrey
thanked him very courteoufly for his invitation, which
he faid he could not immediately accept ;

but promifed,
if he would favour him with a letter, and fix the time at

which he propofed to fet out for France, he would en-

deavour to vifit him at the commodore's habitation, and

from thence give him a convoy to Dover. This new

treaty being fettled, and a doffil of lint, with a fnip ol

plafter, applied to our adventurer's wound, lie parted
from the brother of his dear Emilia, to whom, and his

friend Sophy, he fent his kindeft wifhes ; and, having

lodged one night upon the road, arrived next day in the

afternoon at the garrifon, where he found all his friends

in good health, and overjoyed at his return.
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The commodore, who was by this time turned of fe-

venty, and altogether crippled by the gout, feldom went
abroad ; and, as his converfation was not very entertain-

ing, had but little company within doors ; fo that his fpi-

rits mud have quite ftagnated, had they not been kept in

motion by the converfation of Hatchway, and received,
at different times a wholefome fillip

from the discipline of

his fpoufe, who, by the force of pride, religion, and Co-

niac, had erected a molt terrible tyranny in the houfe.

There was fuch a quick circulation of domeftics in the

family, that every fuit of livery had been worn by figures
of all dimenfions. Trunnion himfelf had, long before

this time, yielded to the torrent of her arbitrary fway,

though not without divers obltinate efforts to maintain

his liberty ; and now, that he was difabled by his infir-

mities, when he ufed to hear his Emprefs finging the loud

Orthyan fong among the fervants below, he would often,
in whifpers, communicate to the lieutenant hints of what
he would do, if fo be as how he was not deprived of the

ufe of his precious limbs. Hatchway was the only per-
fon whom the temper of Mrs. Trunnion refpe&ed, ei-

ther becaufe {he dreaded his ridicule, or looked upon his

perfon with eyes of affection. This being the fituation

of things in the garrifon, it is not to be doubted that the

old gentleman highly enjoyed the prefence of Peregrine,
who found means to ingratiate himfelf fo effectually with

his aunt, that, while he remained at home, (lie feemed to

have exchanged the difpofition of a tigrefs, for that of a

gentle kid : Eut he found his own mother as implacable,
and his father as much hen-pecked as ever.

Gamaliel, who now very feldom enjoyed the conver-

fation of his old friend the commodore, had fome time

ago entered into an amicable fociety, confiding of the

barber, apothecary, attorney, and excifeman of the pa-
rifh, among whom he ufed to fpend the evening at

Tunley's, and liften to their difputes upon philofophy
and politics with great comfort and edification, while his

fovereign lady domineered at home as uiual, vifited with

great pomp in the neighbourhood, and employed her chief

care in the education of her darling fon Gam, who was
now in the fifteenth year of his age, and fo remarkable

for his perverfe difpofition, that, in fpite of his mother's

Lij
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influence and authority, he was not only hated, but alfo

defpifed, both at home and abroad. She had put him
under the tuition of the curate, who lived in the family,
and was obliged to attend him in all his exercifes and ex-

curfions. This governor was a low bred fellow, who had

neither experience nor ingenuity, but pofteffed a large

fund of adulation and fervile complaifance, by which he

had gained the good graces of Mrs. Pickle, and prefided
over all her deliberations, in the fame manner as his fu-

perior managed thofe of Mrs. Trunnion.

He had one day rode out to take the air with his pupil,

who, as I have already obferved, was odious to the poor

people, for having killed their dogs, and broken their en-

clofures, and, on account of his hump, was diitinguiihed

by the title of My Lord, when, in a narrow lane they
chanced to meet Peregrine on horfeback.

The young fquire no fooner perceived his elder brother,

againft whom he had been inftruCted to bear the mod
inveterate grudge, than he refolved to infult him en paf-

fanty and actually rode againft him full gallop. Our he-

ro, gueffing his aim, fixed himfelf in his ftirrups, and, by
a dexterous management of the reins, avoided the fhock

in fuch a manner, as that their legs only fhould encoun-

ter, by which means My Lord was tilted out of his fad-

die, and, in a twinkling, laid fprawling in the dirt. The

governor, enraged at the difgrace of his charge, ad-

vanced with great infolence and fury, and ftruck at Pe-

regrine with his whip. Nothing could be more agreeable
to our young gentleman than this aflault, which furnifhed

him with an opportunity of chaltifing an officious wretch,
whofe petulance and malice he had longed to punifh. He
therefore, fpurring up his horfe towards his antagonift,
overthrew him in the middle of a hedge. Before he had
time to recollect himfelf from the confufion of the fall,

Pickle alighted in a trice, and exercifed his horfe-whip
with fuch agility about the curate's face and ears, that he

was fain to proitrate himfelf before his enraged conquer-
or, and implore his forbearance in the moft abject terms.

While Peregrine was thus emploved, his brother Gam had

made fhift to rife and attack him in the rear ; for which

reafon, when the tutor was quelled, the victor faced a-

bout, fnatched the weapon out of his hand, and having
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broken it to pieces, remounted his horfe, and rode off,

without deigning to honour him with any other notice.

The condition in which they returned produced infinite

clamour againft the conqueror, .who was reprefented as

a ruffian who had lain in ambufh to make away with his

brother, in whofe defence the curate was faid to have re-

ceived thofe cruel ftripes, that hindered him from appear-

ing for three whole weeks in the performance of his du-

ty at church.

Complaints were made to the commodore, who, h w-

ing inquired into the circumftances of the affair, ap-

proved of what his nephew had done ; adding, with ma-

ny oaths, that, provided Peregrine had been out of the

fcrape, he wifhed Crook-back had broke his neck in the

fall.

CHAPTER XXIX.

He proje&s a plan of revenge, which is executed againft the curate.

Our hero, exafperated at the villany of the curate in

the treacherous mifreprefentation he had made of this

rencounter, determined to practife upon him a method of

revenge, which fhould be not only effectual, but alfo un-

attended with any bad confequence to himfelf. For this

purpofe he and Hatchway, to whom he imparted his plan,
went to the alehoufe one evening, and called for an empty
room, knowing there was no other but that which they had
chofen for the fcene of action. This apartment was a

fort of a parlour that fronted the kitchen, with a window
towards the yard ; where, after they had fat fome time,
the lieutenant found means to amufe the landlord in dif-

courfe, while Peregrine, ftepping out into the yard, by
the talent of mimicry which he poffeffed in a furprifing

degree, counterfeited a dialogue between the curate and

Tunley's wife. This reaching the ears of the publican,
for whofe hearing it was calculated, inflamed his natural-

ly jealous difpofnion to fuch a degree, that he could not

conceal his emotion, but made an hundred efforts to quit
the room ; while the lieutenant, fmoking his pipe with

great gravity, as if he neither heard what palled, nor took

L iii
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notice of the landlord's diforder, detained him on the fpot

by a fucceflion of queftions which he could not refufe to

anfwer, though he flood fweating with agony all the time,

ftretching his neck every initant towards the window

through which the voices were conveyed, fcratchihg his

head, and exhibiting fundry other fymptoms of impa-
tience and agitation. At length, the fu

r pofed conven-
tion came to fuch a pitch of amorous complaifance, that

the hufband, quite frantic with his imaginary difgrace,
ruined out at the door, crying,

"
Coming, Sir." But, as

he was obliged to make a circuit round one half of the

houfe, Peregrine had got in by the window before Tunley
arrived in the yard.

According to the feigned intelligence he had received,
lie ran direMy to the barn, in expectation of making
fome very extraordinary difcovery ;

and having employed
fome minutes in rummaging the draw to no purpofe, re-

turned in a flate of diftration to the kitchen, juft as his

wife chanced to enter at the other door. The circum-

Itance of her appearance confirmed him in the opinion
that the deed was done. As the difeafe of being hen-

pecked was epidemic in the parifh, he durft not exprefs
the lead hint of his uneafinefs to her, but refolved to

take vengeance on the libidinous prieft, who, he imagin-
ed, had corrupted the chaftity of his fpoufe.
The two confederates, in order to be certified that

their fcheme had taken effect, as well as to blow up the

flame which they had kindled, called for Tunley, in whofe
countenance they could eafily difcern his confufion. Pe-

regrine, defiring him to fit down and drink a glafs with

them, began to interrogate him about his family, and,

among other things, afked him how long he had been
married to that handfome wife ? This queflion, which
was put with an arch fignificance of look, alarmed the

publican, who began to fear that Pickle had overheard

his difhonour ; and this fufpicion was not at all removed,
when the lieutenant, with a

fly regard, pronounced, "Tun-
ley, wan't you noofed by the curate?" "

Yes, I was," re-

plied the landlord, with an eagernefs and perplexity of

tone, as if he thought the lieutenant knew that thereby

hutJg a tale ; and Hatchway fupported this fufpicion, by
anfwering,

"
Nay, as for that matter, the curate may be
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a very fuflicient man in his way-" This tranfition from
his wife to the curate, convinced him that his fhame was
known to his guefts ; and, in the tranfporr, of his indig-

nation, he pronounced with great emphafis,
" A fuflicient

man ! odds heart ! I believe they are wolves in fheep's

clothing. I with to God I could fee the day, mailer,

,
when there fhall not be a prieft, an excifeman, or a cuf-

tomhoufe officer in this kingdom. As for that fellow of

a curate, if I do catch him It don't fignify talking But,

by the Lord ! Gentlemen, my fervice to you."
The aflbciates being fatisfied, by thefe abrupt insinua-

tions, that they had fo far fucceeded in their aim, waited

with impatience two or three days, in expectation of hear-

ing that Tunley had fallen upon fome method of being re-

venged for this imaginary wrong : But finding that either

his invention was too (hallow, or his inclination too lan-

guid, to gratify their defire of his own accord, they de-

termined to bring the affair to fuch a crifis, that he fhould

not be able to withftand the opportunity of executing his

vengeance. With this view they one evening hired a

boy to run to Mr. Pickle's houfe, and tell the curate, that

Mrs. Tunley being taken fuddenly ill, her huiband de-

iired he would come immediately, and pray' with her.

Meanwhile, they had taken pofleffion of a room in the

houfe ,
and Hatchway engaging the landlord in conver-

fation, Peregrine, in his return from the yard, obferved,
as if by accident, that the parfon was gone into the kit-

chen, in order, as he fuppofed, to catechife Tunley's
wife.

The publican darted at this intelligence, and, under

pretence of ferving another company in the next room,
went out to the barn, where arming himfelf with a flail,

he repaired to a lane through which the curate was under

a necefTity of palling in his way home. There he lay in

ambufh, with fell intent ; and when the fuppofed author

of his fhame arrived, greeted him in the dark with fuch

a falutation, as forced him to dagger backward three

paces at lead. If the fecond application had taken effect,

in all probability that fpot would have been the boundary
of the parfon's mortal peregrination ; but, luckily for

him, his antagonift was not expert in the management of

his weapon, which by a twill of the thong that counel-
L

iiij
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ed the legs, inftead of pitching upon the head of the

aftonifhed curate, defcended in an oblique direction on
his own pate, with fuch a fwing, that the flcull actually

rung like an apothecary's mortar, and ten thoufand lights

feemed to dance before his eyes. The curate recollect-

ing himfelf during the refpite he obtained from this ac-

cident, and believing his aggreflbr to be fome thief who
lurked in that place for prey, refolved to make a running

fight, until he ihould arrive within cry of his habitation.

With this defign he raifed up his cudgel for the defence

of his head, and, betaking himfelf to his heels, began to

roar for help with the lungs of a Stentor. Tunley,

throwing away the flail, which he durfl; no longer truft

with the execution of his revenge, purfued the fugitive
with all the fpeed he could exert ; and the other, either

unnerved by fear, or Humbling over a ftone, was over-

taken before he had run an hundred paces. He no foon-

er felt the wind of the publican's fift that whittled round

his ears, than he fell flat upon the earth at full length,
and the cudgel flew from his unclafping hand ; when

Tunley, fpringing like a tiger upon his back, rained fuch

a fhower of blows upon his carcafs, that he imagined
himfelf under the difcipline of ten pair of fifts at leaft ;

yet the imaginary cuckold, not fatisfied with annoying
the prieft in this manner, laid hold on one of his ears

with his teeth, and bit fo unmercifully, that the curate

was found almoft entranced with pain by two labourers,
at whofe approach the afTailant retreated unperceived.
The lieutenant had polled himfelf at the window, in

order to fee the landlord at his firft return
,
and no foon-

er perceived him enter the yard, than he called him into

the apartment, impatient to learn the effects of their

ftratagem. Tunley obeyed the fummons, and appeared
before his guefts in all the violence of rage, diforder, and

fatigue ; his noftrils were dilated more than one half be-

yond their natural capacity, his eyes rolled, his teeth chat-

tered, he fnored in breathing as if he had been opprefled

by the night-mare, and ftreams of fweat flowed down
each fide of his forehead.

Peregrine, affecting to ftart at the approach of fuch an
uncouth figure, afked if he had been wreftling with a

fpirit , upon which he anfwered, with great vehemence,
2
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'*
Spirit ! No, no, mailer, I have had a roll and tumble

with the flefh. A dog ! I'll teach him to come a cater-

wauling about my doors." Guefling from this reply, that

his aim was accomplished, and curious to know the par-
ticulars of the rencounter,

" Well then (faid the youth),
I hope you have prevailed againft the flefh, Tunley." Yes,

yes (anfwered the publican), I have cooled his capiffens,
as the faying is : I have played fuch a tune about his ears,

that I'll be bound he fhan't long for mufic this month. A
goatifh ram-faced rafcal ! Why, he's a perfect parifh bull,

as I hope to live."

Hatchway, obferving that he feemed to have made a

flout battle, defired he would fit down and recover wind;
and after he had fwallowed a brace of bumpers, his va-

nity prompted him to expatiate upon his own exploit in

fuch a manner, that the confederates, without feeming to

know the curate was his antagonist, became acquainted
with every circumftance of the ambufcade.

Tunley had fcarce got the better of his agitation, when
his wife, entering the room, told them by way of news,
that fome waggifh body had fent Mr. Sackbut the curate

to pray with her. This name inflamed the hufband's

choler anew ; and, forgetting all his complaifance for his

fpoufe, he replied, with a rancorous grin,
" Add rabbit

him ! I doubt not but you found his admonitions deadly
comfortable !" The landlady looking at her vaffal with a

fovereign afpect,
" What crotchets (faid fhe) have you

got in your fool's head, I trow ? I know no bufinefs you
have to fit here like a gentleman with your arms akimbo,
when there's another company in the houfe to be ferved."

The fubmiffive hufband took the hint, and, without fur-

ther expostulation, fneaked out of the room.
Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbut had been

way-laid, and almoft murdered by robbers, and an adver-

tifement was pafted upon the church-door, offering a re-

ward to any perfon that fhould difcover the aflaffin ; but

he reaped no fatisfadtion from this expedient, and was
confined to his chamber a whole fortnight by the bruifes

he had received.
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CHAPTER XXX.

Mr. Sackbut and his pupil confpire againft Peregrine, who, being npprifed
of their defign by his filler, takes meafutes for counterworking their

fcheme, which is executed by miftake upon Mr. Gauntlet. This young
foldier meets with a cordial reception from the commodore, who ge-

neroufly decoys him into his own intereft.

Vv hen he confidered the circumftances of the ambuf-

cade, he could not perfuade himfelf that he had been

alTaulted by a common thief, becaufe it was not to be

fuppofed that a robber would have amufed himfelf in

pommeling rather than in rifling his prey : He therefore

afcribed his misfortune to the fecret enmity of fome per-
fon who had a defign upon his life ; and, upon mature

deliberation, fixed his fufpicion upon Peregrine, who was
the only man on earth from whom he thought he de-

ferred luch treatment. He communicated his conjecture
to his pupil, who readily adopted his opinion, and advifed

him ftrenuoufly to revenge the wrong by a like contriv-

ance, without ieeking to make a narrower inquiry, left his

enemy fhould be thereby put upon his guard.
This propofal being reliihed, they in concert revolved

the means of retorting the ambufh with intereft, and

actually laid fuch a villanous plan for attacking our hero

in the dark, that, had it been executed according to their

intention, the young gentleman's fcheme of travelling
would have been effectually marred. But their machina-

iions were overheard bv Mifs Pickle, who was now in

the feventeenth year of her age, and, in fpite of the pre-

judice of education, entertained in fecret a moft
fifterly

affection for her brother Perry, though fhe had never

i poke to him, and was deterred by the precepts, vigi-

lance, and menaces of her mother, from attempting any
means of meeting him in private. She was not, however,
infenfible to his praife, which was loudly founded forth in

the neighbourhood, and never failed of going to church,
and every other place, where fhe thought fhe might have

an opportunity of feeing this amiable brother. With
thefe ientiments it cannot be fuppofed that fhe would
hear the confpiracy without emotion. She was fhocked

at the treacherous barbarity of Gam, and fhuddered at
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the profpet of the danger to which Peregrine would be

expofed from their malice. She durft not communicate
this plot to her mother, becaufe {he was afraid that lady's
unaccountable averfion for her firft-born would hinder her

from interpofing in his behalf, and confequently render

her a fort of accomplice in the guilt of his affaflins. She
therefore refolved to warn Peregrine of the confpiracy, an

account of which (he tranfmitted to him in an affectionate

letter, by means of a young gentleman in that neighbour-
hood, who made his addrefles to her at that time, and

who, at her requeft, offered his fervice to our hero, in de-

feating the projects of his adverfaries.

Peregrine was ftartled when he read the particulars of

their fcheme, which was no other than an intention to

fally upon him when he mould be altogether unprovided

againlt fuch an attack, cut off his ears, and otherwife mu-
tilate him in fuch a manner, that he mould have no caufe

to be vain of his perfon for the future.

Incenfed as he was againft the brutal difpofkion of his

own father's fon, he could not help being moved at the

integrity and tendernefs of his filler, of whofe inclina-

tions towards him he had been hitherto kept in igno-
rance. He thanked the gentleman for his honourable

dealing, and expreffed a defire of being better acquainted
with his virtues ; told him, that, now he was cautioned,
he hoped there would be no neceflity for giving him any
further trouble ; and wrote by him a letter of acknow-

ledgment to his filter, for whom he expreffed the utmoft

lpve and regard, befeeching her to favour him with an
interview before his departure, that he might indulge his

fraternal fondnefs, and be bleffed with the company and

countenance of one at leaft belonging to his own family.

Having imparted this difcovery to his friend Hatchway,
they came to a refohrtion of countermining the plan of

their enemies. As they did not choofe to expofe them-
felves to the infinuations of flander, which would have
exerted itfelf at their expence, had they, even in defend-

ing themfelves, employed any harlh means of retaliation,

they invented a method of difappointing and difgracing
their foes, and immediately fet Pipes at work to forward

the preparations.
Mifs Pickle having defcribed the fpot which the affaflins
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had pitched upon for the fcene of their vengeance, our

triumvirate intended to have placed a centinel among the

corn, who ihould come and give them intelligence when
the ambulcade was laid ; and, in confequence of that in-

formation, they would fteal foftly towards the place, at-

tended by three or four of the domeftics, and draw a

large net over the confpirators, who, being entangled in

the toil, fhould be difarmed, fettered, heartily fcourged,
and fufpended between two trees in the fnare, as a fpec-
tacle to all paffengers that fhould chance to travel that

way.
The plan being thus digefted, and the commodore

made acquainted with the whole affair, the fpy was fent

upon duty, and every body within doors prepared to go
forth upon the fir ft notice. One whole evening did they

fpend in the molt impatient expectation ; but, on the fe-

cond, the fcout crept into the garrifon, and affured them,
that he had perceived three men fkulking behind the

hedge, on the road that led to the public houfe, from
which Peregrine and the lieutenant ufed every night to

return about that hour. Upon this intelligence, the con-

federates fet out immediately with all their implements.

Approaching the fcene with as little noife as poffible, they
heard the found of blows : and, though the night was

dark, perceived a fort of tumultuous conflict: on the very

fpot which the confpirators had poffeffed. Surprifed at

this occurrence, the meaning of which he could not com-

prehend, Peregrine ordered his myrmidons to halt and
reconnoitre ; and immediately his ears were faluted with
an exclamation-of " You fhan't 'fcape me, rafcal." The
voice being quite familiar to him, he all at once divined

the caufe of that confufion which they had obferved ; and

running up to the affiftance of the exclaimer, found a

fellow on his knees begging his life of Mr. Gauntlet, who
flood over him with a naked hanger in his hand.

Pickie inftantly made himfelf known to his friend, who
told him, that, having left his horfe at Tunley's, he was,
in his way to the garrifon, fet upon by three ruffians, one
of whom, being the very individual perfon now in his

power, had come behind him, and ftruck with a blud-

geon at his head, which, however, he miffed, and the

inftrument deicended on his left fhoulder ; that, upon
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drawing his hanger, and laying about him in the dark,
the other two fled, leaving their companion, whom he

had difabled in the lurch.

Peregrine congratulated him upon his fafety, and hav-

ing ordered Pipes to fecure the prifoner, conducted Mr.
Gauntlet to the garrifon, where he. met with a very hearty

reception from the commodore, to whom he was intro-

duced as his nephew's intimate friend ; not bat that, in

all likelihood, he would have abated fomewhat of his hof-

pitality, had he known that he was the brother of Perry's
miflrefs ; but her name the old gentleman had never

thought of alking, when he inquired into the particulars
of his godfon's amour.

The captive being examined, in prefence of Trunnion
and all his adherents, touching the ambufcade, owned,
that, being in the fervice of Gam Pickle, he had been

prevailed upon, by the folicitations of his mailer and the

curate, to accompany them in their expedition, and un-
dertake the part which he had aled againft the ftranger,
whom he and his employers miflook for Peregrine. In

confideration of this frank acknowledgment, and a fevere

wound he had received in his right arm, they refolved to

inflicl: no other punifhrnent on this malefactor, than to

detain him all night in the garrifon, and next morning
carry him before a juitice of the peace, to whom he re-

peated all that he had faid over night, and, with his own
hand, fubfcribed his confeflion, copies of which were
handed about the neighbourhood, to the unfpeakable con-

fufion and difgrace of the curate and his promifing pupil.
Meanwhile Trunnion treated the youn^ foldier with

uncommon marks of refpeft, being prepofTefied in his fa-

vour by this adventure, which he had fo gallantly achiev-

ed, as well as by the encomiums that Peregrine bellow-

ed upon his valour and generofity. He liked his counte-

nance, which was bold and hardy, admired his Herculean

limbs, and delighted in afking queftions concerning the

fervice he had feen.

The day after his arrival, while the converfation turn-

ed on this laft fubjel, the commodore, taking the pipe
out of his mouth, "

I'll tell you what, brother (faid he),
five and forty years ago, when I was third lieutenant o

the Warwick man of war, there was a very (lout young
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fellow on board, a fubaltern officer of marines ; his name
was not unlike your own, d'ye fee, being Guntlet, with a

G. I remember he and I could not abide one another at

firft, becaufe, d'ye fee, I was a failor and he a landman,
till we fell in with a Frenchman, whom we engaged for

eight glaffes, and at length boarded and took. I was the

tirft man that flood on the enemy's deck, and fhould have

come fcurvily off, d'ye fee, if Guntlet had not jumped
to my affiltance ; but we foon cleared fhip, and drove

them to clofe quarters, fo that they were obliged to

strike ; and from that day Guntlet and I were fworn

brothers as long as he remained on board. He was ex-

changed into a marching regiment, and what became of

him afterwards, Lord in heaven knows ; but this I'll fay
of him, whether he be dead or alive, he feared no man
that ever wore a head, and was, moreover, a very hearty
meffmate."

The ftranger's bread glowed at this eulogium, which
was no fooner pronounced, than he eagerly afked if the

French fhip was not the Diligence ? The commodore re-

plied with a flare,
" The very fame, my lad." " Then

(faid Gauntlet) the perfon of whom you are pleafed to

make fuch honourable mention was my own father."
u The devil he was ! (cried Trunnion, fhaking him by
the hand), I am rejoiced to fee a fon of Ned Guntlet in

my houfe."

This difcovery introduced a thoufand queflions, in the

courfe of which the old gentleman learnt the fituation of

his friend's family, and difcharged innumerable execu-
tions upon the ingratitude and injuftice of the miniftry,
which had failed to provide for the fon of fuch a brave

foldier. Nor was his friendfhip confined to fuch ineffec-

tual expreffions , he that fame evening fignified to Pere-

grine a deCnc of doing fomething for his friend. This

inclination was fo much praifed, encouraged, and promot-
d by his godfon, and even fupported by his counfellor

Hatchway, that our hero was empowered to prefent him
with a fum of money fufBcient to purchafe a commif-
fion.

Though nothing could be more agreeable to Pickle than

this permifTion, he was afraid that Godfrey's fcrupulous

difpofition would hinder him from fubjecting himfelf to
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any fuch obligation ; and therefore propofed that he fhould

be decoyed into his own intereft by a feigned ftory, in

confequence of which he would be prevailed upon to ac-

cept of the money, as a debt which the commodore had
contracted of his father at fea. Trunnion made wry faces

at this expedient, the neceflity of which he could not con-

ceive, without calling in queftion the common fenfe of

Gauntlet, as he took it for granted, that fuch offers as

thofe were not to be rejected on any confideration what-
ever. Befides, he could not digeft an artifice, by which
he himfelf muft own that he had lived fo many years,
without manifesting the lead intention of doing juftice to

his creditor. All thefe objections, however, were re-

moved by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, who repre-
fented that it would be impoflible to befriend him on any
other terms ; that his filence hitherto would be imputed
to his want of information, touching the circumftances

and condition of his friend ; and that his remembering
and infilling upon discharging the obligation, after fuch

an interval of time, when the whole affair was in oblivion,

would be the greatelt compliment he could pay to his own
honour and integrity.
Thus perfuaded, he took an opportunity of Gauntlet's

being alone with him to broach the affair, telling the young
man, that his father had advanced a fum of money for

him, when they failed together, on account of the mefs,
as well as to flop the mouth of a clamorous creditor at

Portfmouth; and that the faid fum, with intereft, amount-
ed to about four hundred pounds, which he would now,
with great thankfulnefs, repay.

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and, after a

confiderabie paufe, replied, that he had never heard his

parents mention any fuch debt ; that no memorandum or

voucher of it was found among his father's papers; and

that, in all probability, it muft have been difcharged long

ago, although the commodore, in fuch a long courfe of

time, and hurry of occupation, might have forgot the re-

payment : He therefore defired to be excufed from ac-

cepting, what, in his own confeience, he believed was not

his due ; and complimented the old gentleman upon his

being fo fcrupuloufly jufl and honourable.

The foldier's refufal, which was matter of aflonifhment

4
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to Trunnion, increafed his inclination to affift him ; and,

on pretence of acquitting his own character, he urged his

beneficence with fuch obftinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of

difobliging him, was in a manner compelled to receive a

draught for the money, for which he fubfcribed an ample

difcharge, and immediately tranfmitted the order to his

mother, whom, at the fame time, he informed of the cir-

cumftances by which they had fo unexpectedly gained this

acceflion of fortune.

Such a piece of news could not fail of being agreeable to

Mrs. Gauntlet, who, by the firil poft, wrote a polite letter

of acknowledgment to the commodore, another to her own
fon, importing, that fhe had already fent the draught to

a friend in London, with directions to depofit it in the

hands of a certain banker, for the purchafe of the firfl

enfigncy to be fold ; and fhe took the liberty of fending
a third to Peregrine, couched in very affectionate terms,
with a kind poftfeript, figned by Mifs Sophy and his

charming Emilia.

This affair being tranfated to the fatisfation of all

concerned, preparations were fet on foot for the departure
of our hero, on whom his uncle fettled an annuity of

eight hundred pounds, being little lefs than one half of

his whole income. By this time indeed the old gentle-
man could eafily afford to alienate fuch a part of his for-

tune, becaufe he entertained little or no company, kept
few fervants, and was remarkably plain and frugal in his

houfe-keeping j Mrs. Trunnion being now fome years on
the wrong fide of

fifty,
her infirmities began to increafe ;

and though her pride had fuffered no diminution, her va-

nity was altogether fubdued by her avarice.

A Swiis valet de chambre, who had already made the

tour of Europe, was hired for the care of Peregrine's
own perfon ; Pipes being ignorant of the French language,
as well as otherwife unfit for the office of a fafhionable

attendant, it was refolved that he fhould remain in garri-
fon j and his place was immediately fupplied by a Pari-

fian lacquey engaged at London for that purpofe. Pipes
did not feem to relifh this difpofition of things ; and

though he made no verbal objections to it, looked remark-

ably four at his fucceffor upon his firft arrival ; but this

fullen fit feemed gradually to wear off j and, long before
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his mailer's departure, he had recovered his natural tran-

quillity and unconcern.

CHAPTER XXXI.

The two young gentlemen difplay their talents for gallantry, in the courfe

of which they are involved in a ludicrous circumftance of diilrefs, and
afterwards take vengeance on the author of their milhap.

JVLeanwhile our hero and his new friend, together with

honeit Jack Hatchway, made daily excurfions into the

country, vifited the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, and

frequently accompanied them to the chafe ; all three be-

ing exceedingly carefled on account of their talents, which
could accommodate themfelves with great facility to the

tempers and turns of their entertainers. The lieutenant

was a droll in his way, Peregrine poflefled a great fund
of fprightlinefs and good humour, and Godfrey, among
his other qualifications, already recited, fung a moft ex-

cellent fong ; fo that the company of this triumvirate was
courted in all parties, whether male or female ; and if

the hearts of our young gentlemen had not been pre-en-

gaged, they would have met with opportunities in abun-

dance of difplaying their addrefs in the art of love j not
but that they gave loofe to their gallantry without much

interefting their affections, and amufed themfelves with

little intrigues, which, in the opinion of a man of plea-

fure, do not affect his fidelity to the acknowledged fove-

reign of his foul.

In the midft of thefe amufements, our hero received

an intimation from his filter, that fhe fhould be overjoyed
to meet him next day, at five o'clock in the afternoon, at

the houfe of her nurfe, who lived in a cottage hard by
her father's habitation, {he being debarred from all op-

portunity of feeing him in any other place by the feverity
of her mother, who fufpet,ed her inclination.

He accordingly obeyed the fummons, and went at the

time appointed to the place of rendezvous, where he met
this affectionate young lady, who, when he entered the

room, ran towards him with all the eagernefs of tranfport,

flung her arms about his neck, and fhed a flood of tears in

Vol. II. M
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his bofom before fhe could utter one word, except a repe-
tition of My dear dear brother ! He embraced her with all

the piety of fraternal tendernefs, wept over her in his

turn, allured her that this was one of the happieil mo-
ments of his life, and kindly thanked her for having re-

fitted the example and difobeyed the injunctions of his

mother's unnatural averfion.

He was ravifhed to find by her converfation, that flic

pofTefied a great (hare of fenfibility and prudent reflection -

t

for fhe lamented the infatuation of her parents with the

mod filial regret, and exprefled fuch abhorrence and con-

cern at the villanous difpofition of her younger brother,

as a humane filler may be fuppofed to have entertained.

He made her acquainted with all the circumftances of his

own fortune ; and, as he fuppofed fhe fpent her time very

difagreeably at home, among characters which muft be

fhockingly diflrefling, profefled a defire of removing her

into fome other fphere, where (he could live with more

tranquillity and fatisfaction.

She objected to this propofal, as an expedient that

would infallibly fubject her to the implacable refentment

of her mother, whofe favour and affection fhe at prefent

enjoyed but in a very inconfiderable degree ; and they
had canvafTed divers fchemes of correfponding for the fu-

ture, when the voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the

door.

Mifs Julia (that was the young lady's name) finding
lierfelf betrayed, was feized with a violent agitation of

fear, and Peregrine fcarce had time to encourage her with

a promife of protection, before the door of the apartment

being flung open, this irreconcileable parent rufhed in,

and, with a furious afpect, flew directly at her trembling

daughter, when the fon interpofing, received the firft dis-

charge of her fury.
Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of indignation,

which choked up her utterance, and feemed to convulfe

her whole frame ; fhe twilled her left hand in his hair,
and with the other buffetted him about the face till the

blood gufhed from his noflrils and mouth ; while he de-

fended his filler from the cruelty of Gam, who affaulted

her from another quarter, feeing his brother engaged.
This attack lafted feveral minutes with great violence, till
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at length Peregrine finding himfelf in danger of being

overpowered, if he fhould remain any longer on the de-

fenlive, laid his brother on his back ; then he difentangled
his mother's hand from his own hair, and having pulhed
her gently out of the room, bolted the door on the infide ;

finally, turning to Gam, he threw him out at the window,

among a parcel of hogs that fed under it. By this time

Julia was almoft quite diftracted with terror , (he knew
ihe had offended beyond all hope of forgivenefs, and from
that moment considered herfelf as an exile from her fa-

ther's houfe. In vain did her brother ftrive to confole

her with frefh proteftations of love and protection ; (he

counted herfelf extremely miferable in being obliged to

endure the eternal refentment of a parent with whom Ihe

had hitherto lived, and dreaded the cenfure of the world,

which, from her mother's mifreprefentation, fhe wa,s fea-

sible would condemn her unheard. That fhe might not,

however, neglect any means in her power of averting this

Storm, fhe refolved to appeafe, if poSIible, her mother's

wrath with humiliation, and even appeal to the influence

of her father, weak as it was, before fhe would defpair of

being forgiven. But the good lady fpared her this unne-

ccffary application, by telling her, through the key-hole,
that fhe mult never expect: to come within her father's

door again ; for from that hour fhe renounced her as un-

worthy of her affection and regard. Julia, weeping bit-

terly, endeavoured to foften the rigour of this Sentence,

by the mofl fubmiffive and reafonable remonftrances ; but

as in her vindication fhe of neceffity efpoufed her elder

brother's caufe, her endeavours, inftead of foothing, ferv-

td only to exafperate her mother to an higher pitch of

indignation, which difcharged itfelf in invectives again it

Peregrine, whom fhe reviled with the epithets of a worth-

lefs abandoned reprobate.
The youth, hearing thefe unjuft afperfions, trembled

with refentment through every limb, affuring the upbraid-
er that he confidered her as an object of companion ;

"
for, without all doubt (laid he), your diabolical rancour

muft be feverelv punifhed by the thorns of your own con-

fcience, which this very inftant taxes you with the malice

and falfehood of your reproaches. As for my filler, I

h:-. is God- that you have not been able to infect her with

MlJ



l8o THE ADVENTURES OF

your unnatural prejudice, which, becaufe fhe is too juft,
too virtuous, too humane to imbibe, you reject her as an

alien to your blood, and turn her out unprovided into a

barbarous world. But even there your vitious purpofe
fhall be defeated ;

that fame providence that fcreened me
from the cruelty of your hate fhall extend its protection
to her, until I (hall find it convenient to affert by law that

right of maintenance which nature, it feems, hath bellow-

ed upon us in vain. In the mean time, you will enjoy the

fatisfaction of paying an undivided attention to that dar-

ling fon, whofe amiable qualities have fo long engaged
and engroffed your love and efteem."

This freedom of expoftulation exalted his mother's ire

to mere frenzy , (he curfed him with the bittereft impre-
cations, and raved like a bedlamite at the door, which (he

attempted to burit open. Her efforts were feconded by
her favourite fon, who denounced vengeance againft Pe-

regrine, made furious affaults againft the lock, which re-

filled all their applications, until our hero, efpying his

friends Gauntlet and Pipes ftepping over a (tile that Hood
about a furlong from the window, called them to his af-

fiftance ; giving them to understand how he was befieg-

ed, he defired they would keep off his mother, that he

might the more eafily fecure his filter Julia's retreat.

The young foldier entered accordingly, and, polling him-
felf between Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave the fignal to

his friend, who, lifting up his filler in his arms, carried

her fafe without the clutches of this (he-dragon, while

Pipes, with his cudgel, kept young mailer at bay.
The mother being thus deprived of her prey, fprung

upon Gauntlet like a lionefs robbed of her whelps, and
he mull have fuffered forely in the flefh, had he not pre-
vented her mifchievous intent by feizing both her wrilts,
and fo keeping her at due diftance. In attempting to dif-

engage herfelf from his grafp, (he flruggled with fuch ex-

ertion, and fuffered fuch agony of paflion at the fame time,
that lhe actually fell into a ievere fit, during which fhe

was put to bed, and the confederates retired without fur-

ther moleftation.

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a little perplexed
about the difpofal of his fifter whom he had refcued. He
could not endure the thoughts of faddling the commodore
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with a new expence ; and he was afraid of undertaking
the charge of Julia, without his benefactor's advice and

direction \ for the prefent, however, he carried her to the

houfe of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, whofe lady
was her godmother, where fhe was received with great
tendernefs and condolence ; and he purpofed to inquire
for fome creditable houfe, where (lie might be genteelly
boarded in his abfence, refolving to maintain her from

the favings of his own allowance, which he thought might

very well bear fuch deduction. But this intention was
fruftrated by the publication of the whole affair, which
was divulged next day, and foon reached the ears of

Trunnion, who chid his godfon for having concealed the

adventure ; and, with the approbation of his wife, order-

ed him to bring Julia forthwith to the garrifon. The

young gentleman, with tears of gratitude in his eyes, ex-

plained his defign of maintaining her at his own expence,
and earneftly begged that he might not be deprived of

that fatisfaGion. But his uncle was deaf to all his en-

treaties, and infilled upon her living in the garrifon,

though for no other reafon than that of being company
to her aunt, who, he obferved, was loft for want of con-

verfation.

Julia was accordingly brought home, and fettled under
the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion, who, whatever face fhe

might put on the matter, could have difpenfed with the

fociety of her niece ; though fhe was not without hope
of gratifying her pique to Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence
(he would receive from the daughter of that lady's eco-

nomy and domeftic behaviour. The mother herfelf feem-

ed confcious of this advantage which her fiiter-in-law had
now- gained over her, being as much chagrined at the

news of Julia's reception in the garrifon, as if fhe had
heard of her own hufband's death. She even tortured

her invention to propagate calumnies againft the reputa-
tion of her own daughter, whom fhe flandered in all com-

panies-, fhe exclaimed againft the commodore as an old ruf-

fian, who fpirited up a rebellion among her children, and

imputed the hofpitality of his wife, in countenancing them,
to nothing elfe but her inveterate enmity to their mother,
whom they had difobliged. She now infilled, in the moft

peremptory terms, unon her hufband's renouncing all
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commerce with the old lad of the caftle and his adhe-

rents; and Mr. Gamaliel, having by this time contiicl -d

other friendhhips, readily fubmitted to her will, nay, even
refufed to communicate with the commodore one night,
when they happened to meet by accident at the public
houfe.

CHAPTER XXXII.

The eomrrodore fends a challenge to Gamaliel, and i* impofed upon by
a waggifh invention of the lieutenant, Peregrine, and Gauntlet.

X His affront Trunnion could by no means digeft : He
advifed with the lieutenant upon the fubjet ; and the re-

fult of their confutation was a defiance which the old

commander fent to Pickle, demanding that he would meet

him at fuch a place on horfeback with a brace of piftols,

and give fatisfaclion for the flight he had put upon him.

Nothing could have afforded more pleafure to Jack
than the acceptance of this challenge, which he deliver-

ed verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, who was called out from
the club at Tunley's for that purpofe. The nature cf

this mefTage had an inftantaneous effect upon the confti-

tution of the pacific Pickle, whofe bowels yearned with

apprehenfion, and underwent fuch violent agitation on the

fpot, that one would have thought the operation proceed-
ed from fome fevere joke of the apothecary which he had
fwallowed in his beer.

The meffenger, defpairing of a fatisfa&ory anfwer, left

him in this woeful condition j and, being loth to lofe any
opportunity of raifing the laugh againfl the commodore,
went immediately and communicated the whole affair to

the young gentlemen, entreating them, for the love of

God, to concert fome means of bringing old Hannibal
into the field. The two friends relifhed the propofal,

and, after feme deliberation, it was refolved that Hatch-

way fhould tell Trunnion his invitation was accepted by
Gamaliel, who would meet him at the place appointed
with his fecond, to-morrow in the twilight, becaufe, if

either fhould fall, the other would have the better chance
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for efcaping in the dark ; that Godfrey fhould perfonate
old Pickle's friend, and Peregrine i-epreient his own fa-

ther, while the lieutenant fhould take care, in loading the

piftols, to keep out the ihot, fo that no damage might be

done in the rencounter.

Thefe circumstances being adjufted, the lieutenant re-

turned to his principal with a moft thundering reply from

his antagonist, whofe courageous behaviour, though it

could not intimidate, did not fail to aftonifh the commo-

dore, who afcribed it to the fpirit of hi-s wife, which had

infpired him. Trunnion that initant defired his counfel-

lor to prepare his cartridge-box, and order the quieteft
horfe in the (table to be kept ready faddled for the occa-

sion ; his eye feemed to lighten with alacrity and pleafure
at the p-.ofpet of fmelling gunpowder once more before

his death j and when Jack advifed him to make his will,

in cafe of accident, he rejected his counfel with difdain,

faying,
" What ! doit think that Hawfer Trunnion, who

has ffcood the fire of fo many floating batteries, runs any
rifle from the loufy pops of a landman ? Thou fhalt fee,

thou (halt fee how I (hall make him lower his topfails."

Next day Peregrine and the foldier provided themfelves

with horfes at the public houfe, from whence, at the def-

tined hour, they rode to the field of battle, each of them

being muffled in a great coat, which, with the dimnefs of

the light, effectually Shielded them from the knowledge
of the one-eyed commander, who having taken horfe on

pretence of enjoying the frefh air, foon appeared with

Hatchway in his rear. When they came within fight of

each other, the feconds advanced, in order to divide the

ground, and regulate the meafures of the combat ; when
it was determined by mutual confent, that two piftols
fhould be difcharged on each fide, and that, if neither

fhould prove decifive, recourfe mult be had to the broad

fwords, in order to afcertain the victory. Thefe articles

being fettled, the opponents rode forward to their refpec-
tive Stations, when Peregrine, cocking his piitol, and pre-

fenting, counterfeited his father's voice, bidding Trunnion
take care of his remaining eye. The commodore took his

advice, being unwilling to hazard his day-light, and very

deliberately oppofed the patched fide of his face to the

muzzle of his antagonist's piece, defiring him to do his
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duty without further jaw. The young man accordingly
fired, and the diftance being finall, the wad of his piitol

took place with a fmart ftroke on the forehead of Trun-

nion, who, miftaking it for a ball, which he thought was

lodged in his brain, (purred up his fteed in a ftate of def-

peration towards his antagonift, and holding his piece
within two yards of his body, let it off, without any re-

gard to the laws of bartle. Surprifed and enraged to fee

it had made no impreifion, he hallooed in a terrible tone,
*' O damn ye, you have got your netting itufFed, I fee ;"

and, advancing, difcharged his fecond piftol fo near his

godfon's head, that, had he not been defended by his great

coat, the powder muft have fcorched his face. Having
thus thrown away his fire, he remained at the mercy of

Peregrine, who, clapping the piece he had in referve to

his head, commanded him to beg his life, and afk pardon
for his prefumption. The commodore made no reply to

this imperious injunction, but dropping his piftol, and

unfheathing his broad fword in an inftant, attacked our

hero with fuch incredible agility, that, if he had not made
fhift to ward ofF the flroke with his piece, the adventure,
in all likelihood, would have turned out a very tragical

joke. Peregrine finding it would be in vain for him to

think of drawing his weapon, or of {landing on the de-

fenfive againft this furious aggrefibr, very fairly clapped

fpurs to his nag, and fought his fafety in flight. Trun-
nion purfued him with infinite eagernefs, and his fteed

being the better of the two, would have overtaken the

fugitive to his peril, had he not been unfortunately en-

countered by the boughs of a tree, that happened to (land

on his blind fide, and incommoded him fo much, that he
was fain to quit his fword, and lay hold on the mane, in

order to maintain his feat. Perry perceiving his difafter,

wheeled about, and now fin. ling leifure to produce his

weapon, returned upon his difarmed foe, brandifhing his

Ferrara, threatening to make him fhorter by the head, if

he would not immediately crave quarter and yield. There
was nothing farther from the intention of the old gentle-
man than fuch fubmiflion, which he flatly

refufed to pay,

alleging that he had already compelled his enemy to clap
on all his fails, and that his own prefent misfortune was

owing to accident, all one as if a fhip fhould be attacked,
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after fhe had been obliged to heave her guns overboard in

a ftorm.

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer this remonftrance,
the lieutenant interpofed, and, taking cognizance of the

cafe, eftablifhed a truce, until he and the other fecond

fhould difcufs and decide upon the merits of the caufe.

They accordingly retired to a fmall diftance, and, after

having conferred a few minutes, Hatchway returned, and

pronounced the commodore vanquiihed by the chance of

war.

Never was rage more tranfported than that which took

poffeflion of old Hannibal, .when he heard the fentence :

It was fome time before he could utter aught, except the

reproachful expreffion, Tou lie ! which he repeated more
than twenty times, in a fort of delirious

infenfibility.
"When he recovered the further ufe of fpeech, he abufcd

the arbitrators with fuch bitter invectives, renouncing
their fentence, and appealing to another trial, that the

confederates began to repent of having carried the joke fo

far , and Peregrine, in order to appeafe his choler, owned
himfelf overcome.

This acknowledgment calmed the tumult of his wrath,

though he could not for fome days forgive the lieutenant
j

and the two young gentlemen rode back to Tunley's,
while Hatchway, taking the commodore's horfe by the

bridle, reconducted him to his manfion, growling all the

way to Jack for his unjuft and unfriendly decree ; though
he could not help observing, as how he had made his

words good, in making his adverfary ftrike his topfails :

" And yet (faid he), before God ! I think the fellow's

head is made of a wool- pack , for my (hot rebounded
from his face like a wad of fpun-yarn from the fide of a

fhip. But if fo be that fon of a bitch of a tree hadn't

come athwart my weather-bow, d'ye fee, I'll be damn'd
if I hadn't fnapt his main-yard in the flings, and mayhap
let out his bulge-water into the bargain." He feemed

particularly vain of this exploit, which dwelt upon his

imagination, and was cherilhed as the child of his old

age ; for though he could not with decency rehearfe it to

the young men and his wife at fupper, he gave fhrewd
hints of his own manhood, even at thefe years, and at-

tefted Hatchway as a voucher for his mettle j while the
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triumvirate, diverted by his vanity, enjoyed in fecret the

fuccefs of their impofition.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

Peregrine takes his leave of his aunt and fifter ; fets out from the garri-
lbn ; parts with his uncle and Hatchway on the road, and, with his

governor, arrives in fafety at Dover.

_L his, however, was the laft effort of invention which

they pra&ifed upon him ; and every thing being now

prepared for the departure of his godfon, that hopeful

youth in two days took leave of all his friends in the

neighbourhood. He was clofeted two whole hours with

his aunt, who enriched him with many pious advices,

recapitulated all the benefits which through her means
had been conferred upon him fince his infancy, caution-

ed him againft the temptations of lewd women, who bring

many a man to a morfel of bread ; laid ftridt injunctions

upon him to live in the fear of the Lord, and the true Pro-

teftant faith, to efchew quarrels and contentions, to treat

Mr. Joker with reverence and regard, and, above all things,
to abftain from the beaftly fin of drunkennefs, which ex-

pofed a man to the fcom and contempt of his fellow-

creatures, and, by divefting him of reafon and reflection,

rendered him fit for all manner of vice and debauchery.
She recommended to him economy and the care of his

health, bade him remember the honour of his family ;

and, in all the circumftances of his behaviour, affured

him, that he might always depend upon the friendfhip
and generofity of the commodore, finally, Prefenting
him with her own picture fet in gold, and a hundred

guineas from her privy purfe, (he embraced him affection-

ately, and wifhed him all manner of happinefs and pro-

fperity.

Being thus kindly difmiffed by Mrs. Trunnion, he lock-

ed himielf up with his fifter Julia, whom he admonifhed
to cultivate her aunt with the moft complaifant and re-

fpeclful attention, without ftooping to any circumftance

pf fubmiffion that fhe fhould judge unworthy of her prapr
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tice ;
lie prolefted, that his chief ftudy fhould be to make

her amends for the privilege (lie had forfeited by her af-

fection for him ; entreated her to enter into no engage-
ment without his knowledge and approbation ; put into

her hand the purfe which he had received from his aunt,
to defray her pocket expences in his abfence, and parted
from her, not without tears, after fhe had for fome mi-

nutes hung about his neck, killing him, and weeping in

the moil pathetic filence.

Having performed thefe duties of affection and confan-

guinity over night, he went to bed, and was, by his own
direction, called at four o'clock in the morning, when he
found the poft-chaife, coach, and riding horfes ready at

the gate, his friends Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the

commodore himfelf almoft drefied, and every fervant in

the garrifon affembled in the yard to wifh him a good
journey. Our hero fhook each of thefe humble friends

by the hand, tipping them at the fame time with marks
of hisbounty i and was very much furprifed when he could

not perceive his old attendant Pipes among the number.
When he exprefied his wonder at this difrefpectful omif-

fion of Tom, fome of thofe prefent ran to his chamber,
in order to give him a call, but his hammock and room
were both deferted, and they foon returned with an ac-

count of his having eloped. Peregrine was difturbed at

this information, believing that the fellow had taken feme

defperate courfe in confequence .of his being difmiifed

from his fervice, and began to wifh that he had indulged
his inclination, by retaining him ftill about his perfon.

However, as there was now no other remedy, he recom-

mended him ftrenuouflyto the particular favour and distinc-

tion of his uncle and Hatchway, in cafe he fhould appear

again j and, as he went out of the gate, was faiuted with

three cheers by all the domeftics in the family. The
commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant, Peregrine, and Joker,
Went into the coach together, that they might enjoy each

other's converlation as much as poffible, refolving to

breakfaft at an inn upon the road, where Trunnion and

Hatchway intended to bid our adventurer farewell ; the

valet de chambre got into the poft-chaife, the French

lacquey rode one horfe, and led another, one of the

valets of the garrifon mounted at the back of the coach,
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and thus the cavalcade fet out on the road to Dover. As
the commodore could not bear the fatigue of jolting, they
travelled at an eafy pace during the firft ftage, fo that the

old gentleman had an opportunity of communicating his

exhortations to his godlon, with regard to his conduct

abroad ; he advifed him, now that he was going into

foreign parts, to be upon his guard againft the fair wea-

ther of the French politefTe, which was no more to be

trufted than a whirlpool at fea. He obferved that many
young men had gone to Paris with good cargoes of fenfe,

and returned with a great deal of canvafs, and no ballalt

at all, whereby they became crank all the days of their

lives, and fometimes carried their keels above water. He
dcfired Mr. Joker to keep his pupil out of the clutches

of thofe marking prielts, who lie in wait to make con-

verts of all young ftrangers ; and, in a particular man-

ner, cautioned the youth againft carnal conversation with

the Parifian dames, who, he understood, were no better

than gaudy firefhips, ready primed with death and de-

struction.

Peregrine liftened with great reSpect, thanking him for

his kind admonitions, which he faithfully promiied U> ob-

ferve. They halted and breakfafted at the end of the

ftage, where Joker provided himfelf with a horfe, and

the commodore fettled the method of correfponding with

his nephew. The minute of parting being arrived, the

old commander wrung his godfon by the hand, faying,
'* I vilh thee a profperous voyage and good cheer, my
lad ; my timbers are now a little crazy, d'ye fee ; and

God knows if 1 fhall keep afloat till fuch time as I fee

thee again ; but howfomever, hap what will, thou wilt

find thyfelf in a condition to keep in the line with the

beft of thy fellowrs." He then reminded Gauntlet of his

promile to call 2t the garrifon in his return from Dover,
and imparted fomething in a whifper to the governor,
while Jack Hatchway, unable to fpeak, pulled his hat

over his eyes, and, Squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave
him an iron piftol of curious workmanfhip, as a memo-
rial of his friendfhip. Our youth, who was not unmoved
on this occafion, received the pledge, which he acknow-

ledged with the prefent of a filver tobacco-box, bought
for that purpofe , and the two lads of the caftle getting
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into the coach, were driven homewards in a flate of filent

dejection.

Godfrey and Peregrine feated themfelves in the poft-

chaife, and Joker, the valet de chambre, and lacquey, be-

striding the.ir beasts, they proceeded for the place of their

destination, at which they arrived in fafety that fame

night, and befpoke a paffage in the packet-boat, which

was to fail next day.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

He adjufts the method of his correfpondence with Gauntlet ; meets by
accident with an Italian charlatan, and a certain apothecary, who

proves to be a noted character.

A here the two friends adjufted the articles of their fu-

ture correfpondence ; and Peregrine having written a let-

ter to his miftrefs, wherein he renewed his former vows
of eternal fidelity, it was intrufted to the care of her bro-

ther ; while Mr. Joker, at the defire of his pupil, pro-
vided an elegant fupper, and fome excellent Burgundy,
that they might fpend this eve of his departure with the

greater enjoyment.

Things being thus difpofed, and a fervant employed in

laying the cloth, their ears were of a fudden invaded by
a ftrange tumultuous noife in the next room, occasioned

by the overthrow of tables, chairs, and glaffes, with odd

unintelligible exclamations in broken French, and a jargon
of threats in the Welch dialect. Our young gentlemen
ran immediately into the apartment from whence this cla-

mour feemed to proceed, and found a thin meagre fwar-

thy figure, gafping in all the agony of fear, under the

hands of a fquat, thick, hard-featured man, who collared

him with great demonstrations of wrath, faying,
" If you

was as mighty a magician as Owen Glendower, or the

witch of Entor, look you, ay, or as Paul Beor himfelf, I

will meke pold, by the amftance of Got, and in his Ma-

jesty's naam, to feize and fecure, and confine and con-

front you, until fuch time as you fufFer and endure and

undergo the pains and penalties of the law, for your dia-

bolical practices. Shentlements '(added he, turning to
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our adventurers), I take you to witnefs that I proteft and

affert and avow, that this perfon is as pig a necromancer

as you would defirc to behold ; and I fupplicate and be-

feech and entreat of you, that he may be prought peforc
his petters, and compelled to give an account of his com-

pact and commerce with the imps of darknefs, look you ;

for as I am a Chriitian foul, and hope for joyful refur-

rection, I have this pleffed evening feen him perform fuch

things as could not be done without the aid and inftruc-

tion and connivance of the tevil."

Gauntlet feemed to enter into the fentiments of this

Welch reformer, and actually laid hold on rhe delin-

quent's fhoulder, crying,
" Damn the rafcal ! I'll lay any

wager that he's a Jefuit, for none of his order travel with-

out a familiar." But Peregrine, who looked upon the

affair in another point of view, interpofed in behalf of

the ftranger, whom he freed from his aggreffbrs, obferving
that there was no occafion to ufe violence, and aflced in

French what he had done to incur the cenfure of the in-

former. The poor foreigner, more dead than alive, an-

fwered that he was an Italian charlatan, who had prac-
tifed with fome reputation in Padua, until he had the

misfortune to attract the notice of the Inquifition, by ex-

hibiting certain wonderful performances by his fkill in

natural knowledge, which that tribunal considered as the

effects of forcery, and perfecuted him accordingly; fo

that he had been fain to make a precipitate retreat into

France, where not finding his account in his talents, he

was now arrived in England, with a view of practifing
his art in London ; and that, in confequence of a fpeci-
men which he had given to a company below, the cho-

leric gentleman had followed him up flairs to his own

apartment, and affaulted him in that inhofpitable man-
ner. He therefore earneftly begged that our hero would
take him under his protection ; and if he entertained the

lead fufpicion of his employing preternatural means in

the operations of his art, he would freely communicate
all the fecrets in his poffeflkm.
The youth difpelled his apprehenfion, by affuring him

that he was in no danger of fuffering for his art in Eng-
land, where, if ever he mould be queitioned by the zeal

of fuperftitious individuals, he had nothing to do but ap-
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peal to the next juftice of the peace, who would imme-

diately quit him of the charge, and punifh his accufers for

their impertinence and indifcretion.

He then told Gauntlet and the Welchman that the

ftranger had a good aftion againft them for an aflault, by-

virtue of an at of parliament, which makes it criminal

for any perfon to accufe another of forcery and witch-

craft, thefe idle notions being now juftly exploded by all

fenfible men. Mr. Jolter, who had by this time joined
the company, could not help fignifying his dilTent from
this opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to inva-

lidate by the authority of Scripture, quotations from the

fathers, and the confeflion of many wretches who fuffer-

ed death for having carried on correfpondence with evil

fpirits, together with the evidence of Satan's Invisible

World, and Moreton's Hiftory of Witchcraft.

The foldier corroborated thefe teftimonies by fac"b that

had happened within the fphere of his own knowledge ;

and, in particular, mentioned the cafe of an old woman in

the parifh in which he was born, who ufed to transform

herfelf into the fhapes of fundry animals, and was at laft

killed by fmall mot in the character of a hare. The
Welchman thus fupported, expreflfed his furprife at hear-

ing that the legislature had fhown fuch tendernefs for cri-

minals of fo dark a hue ; and offered to prove, by unde-
niable inftances, that there was not a mountain in Wales
which had not been in his memory the fcene of necro-

mancy and witchcraft :
" Wherefore (faid he), I am af-

iuredly more than apove aftonifhed and confounded and

concerned, that the parliament of Great Pritain fhould

in their great wifdoms, and their prudence, and their pe-
netration, give countenance and encouragement, look you,
to the works of darknefs and the empire of Pelzepup ;

ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and thofe

writers who have been quoted by that aggurate and learn-

ed fhentleman, we are informed by profane hiftory, of

the pribbles, and pranks of the old ferpent, in the bor-

tents and oragles of antiquity ; as you will find in that

moft excellent hiftorian Bolypius, and Titus Lifius ; ay,
and moreofer, in the Commentaries of Julius Caefar him-

fclf, who, as the ole world knows, was a moft famous,
and a moft failant, and a moft wife, and a moft prudent,

3
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and a moft fortunate chiftan, and a moft renowned ora-

tor ; ay, and a moft elegant writer to boot."

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the lifts of difputc
with three fuch obftinate antagonists \ but contented him-
felf with laying, that he believed it would be no difficult

matter to impugn the arguments they had advanced,

though he did not find himfelf at all dilpofed to under-

take the tafk, which mult of courfe break in upon the

evening's entertainment. He therefore invited the Ita-

lian to fupper, and alked the fame favour of his accufer,

who feemed to have fomething curious, and chara&erif-

tic in his manner and difpofition, refblving to make him-
felf an eye-witnefs of thofe furprifing fe.its, which had

given offence to the choleric Briton. This fcrupulous

gentleman thanked our hero for his courtefy, but declined

communicating with the ftranger, until his character

fhould be further explained ; upon which his inviter, af-

ter fome converfation with the charlatan, afluring him
that he would himfelf undertake for the innocence of his

art
-,
and then he was prevailed upon to favour them with

his company.
In the courfe of the converfation, Peregrine learnt that

the Welchman was a furgeon of Canterbury, who had
been called into a confultation at Dover, and, underftand-

ing that his name was Morgan, took the liberty of afking
if he was not the perfon fo refpe&fully mentioned in the

Adventures of Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan aflum-

ed a look of gravity and importance at this interrogation,

and, fcrewing up his mouth, anfwered,
" Mr. Rantum,

my goot Sir, 1 believe upon my conscience and falfation,

is my very goot frient and wellwifher ; and he and I

have been companions, and mefTmates, and fellow- fuffer-

ers, look you ; but neverthelefs, for all that, peradventure
he hath not pehaved with fo much complaiiance and af-

fability, and refpet, as I might have expected from him ;

pecauie he hath revealed, and tivulged, and publifhed our

private affairs, without my knowledge, and privity, and
confent ; but as Got is my Saviour, I think he had no evil

intention in his pelly : and though there be certain perfons,
look you, who, as I am told, take upon them to laugh at

his defcriptions of my perfon, deportment, and converfa-

tion, I do affirm and maintain, and infift with my heart,
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and my ploot, and my foul, that thofe perfons are no

petter than ignorant afies, and that they know not how-

to difcern, and diftinguifh, and define true ridicule, or, as

Ariftotle calls it, the to geloion % no more, look you, than

a herd of mountain goats ; for I will make pold to ob-

ferve, and I hope this goot company will be of the fame

opinion, that there is nothing faid of me in that perform-
ance which is unworthy of a Chriftian and a fhentle-

man."
Our young gentleman and his friends aquiefced in the

juftnefs of his obfervation. Peregrine particularly allur-

ed him, that, from reading the book, he had conceived

the utmoft regard and veneration for his character ; and
that he thought himfelf extremely fortunate in having
this opportunity of enjoying his converfation. Morgan,
not a little pioud of fuch advances from a perfon of Pe-

regrine's appearance, returned the compliment with a

profufion of
civility, and, in the warmth of acknowledge-

ment, expreffed a defire of feeing him and his company
at his houfe in Canterbury :

" I will not pretend or pre-

fume, kind Sir (faid he), to entertain you according to

your merits and deferts ; but you (hall be as welcome to

my poor cottage, and my wife and family, as the Prince

of Wales himfelf ; and it (hall go hard, if, one way or

other, I do not find ways and means of making you con-

fefs that there is fome goot fellowlhip in an ancient Pri-

ton : For though I am no petter than a funpie apothecar

ry, I have as goot plood circulating in my veins as any
he in the country (and I can defcribe, and delineate, and
demonftrate my pedigree to the fatisfadlion of the 'ole

'orld ; and moreofer, by Goth goot providence and af-

fiflance, I can afford to treat my friend with a joint of

goot mutton, and a pottle of excellent wine, and no
tradefman can peard me with a bill." He was congra-
tulated on his happy fituation, and affined that our youth
would vifit him on his return from France, provided he
fhould take Canterbury on his route. As Peregrine ma-
nifefted an inclination of being acquainted with the ftate

of his affairs, he very complaifantly fatisfied his curiofity,

by giving him to know, that his fpoufe had left off breed-

ing, after having Welled him with two boys and a

girl, who were ftill alive and well ; that he lived in good
Vol II. N
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efteem with his neighbours, and by his practice, which

was confiderably extended immediately after the publica-
tion of Roderick Random, had faved fome thoufand

pounds. He had begun to think of retiring among his

own relations in Glamorganfhire, though his wife had

made objections to this propofal, and oppofed the exe-

cution of it with fuch obftinacy, that he had been at in-

finite pains in afTerting his own prerogative, by convin-

cing her, both from reafon and example, that he was

king and prieft in his own family, and that (he owed the

molt implicit fubmiflion to his will. He likewife inform-

ed the company, that he had lately feen his friend Ro-

derick, who had come from London on purpofe to vifit

him, after having gained his law-fuit with Mr. Tophall,
who was obliged to pay Narcifla's fortune ; that Mr.

Random, in all appearance, led a very happy life in the

converfation of his father and bed-fellow, by whom he

enjoyed a fon and daughter ; and that Morgan had re-

ceived, in a prefent from him, a piece of very fine linen

of his wife's own making, feveral kits of falmon, and two
calks of pickled pork, the molt delicate he had ever tail-

ed, together with a barrel of excellent herrings for fal-

magundy, which he know to be his favourite diih.

This topic of converfation being difcufled, the Italian

was defired to exhibit a fpecimen of his art, and in a few
minutes conducted the company into the next room, where,
to their great aftonifhment and affright, they beheld a thou-

fand ferpents winding along the cieling. Morgan, (truck

with this phenomenon, which he had not 'feen before,

began to utter exorcifms with great devotion, Mr. Jolter
ran terrified out of the room, Gauntlet drew his hanger,
and Peregrine himfelf was difconcerted. The operator

perceiving their confufion, defired them to retire, and

calling them back in an inftant, there was not a viper to

be feen. He raifed their admiration by fundry other per-

formances, and the Welchman's former opinion and ab-

horrence of his character began to recur, when, in con-

federation of the civility with which he had been treated,

this Italian imparted to them all the methods by which he
had acted fuch wonders, that were no other than the ef-

fects of natural caufes curioufly combined ; fo that Mor-

gan became a convert to his fkill, afked pardon for the



*EREGRltfE TICKLE. 1 95

fufpicion he had entertained, and invited the (tranger to

pafs a few days with him at Canterbury. The fcruples
of Godfrey and Jolter were removed at the fame time,

and Peregrine teftified his approbation by a handfome gra-

tuity which he bellowed upon their entertainer.

The evening being fpent in this fociable manner, every
man retired to his refpetYive chamber, and next morning
they breakfafted together, when Morgan declared he

would flay till he fhould fee our hero fairly embarked,
that he might have the pleafure of Mr. Gauntlet's com-

pany to his own habitation : Meanwhile, by the Ikipper's

advice, the fervants were ordered to carry a ftore of wine
and provision on board, in cafe of accident ; and as the

packet-boat could not fail before one o'clock, the compa-
ny walked up hill to vifit the caftle, where they faw the

fword of Julius Caefar, and Queen Elizabeth's pocket-

piftol, repeated Shakefpeare's defcription, while they fur-

veyed the chalky cliffs on each fide, and cad their eyes
towards the city of Calais, that was obfcured by a thick

cloud, which did not much regale their eye-fight, becaufe

it feemed to portend foul weather.

Having viewed every thing remarkable in this place,

they returned to the pier, where, after the compliments
of parting, and an affectionate embrace between the two

young gentlemen, Peregrine and his governor ftepped a-

board, the fails were hoifted, and they went to fea with
a fair wind, while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjurer
walked back to the inn, from whence they fet out for

Canterbury, before dinner.

CHAPTER XXXV.

He embarks for France ;
is overtaken by a ftorm ; is furprifed with the

appearance of Pipes ; lands at Calais, and has an affray with the ffi-

cers of the cuftomhoufe.

Ocarce had the vefTel proceeded two leagues on the paf-

fage, when the wind fhifting, blew directly in their teeth ;

fo that they were obliged to haul upon a wind, and alter

their courfe. The fea running pretty high at the farat*

Nij
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time, our hero, who was below in his cabin, began to

be fqueamifh, and, in confequence of the fkipper's ad-

vice, went upon the deck for the comfort of his ftomach ;

while the governor, experienced in thefe difalters, flipt

into bed, where he lay at his eafe, amufing himfelf with
a treatife on the cycloid, with algebraical demonstrations,
which never failed to engage his imagination in the molt

agreeable manner.

In the mean time the wind increafed to a very hard,

gale, the vefi'el pitched with great violence, the fea warn-
ed over the decks, the mailer was alarmed, the crew
were confounded, the palTengers were overwhelmed with

ficknefs and fear, and univerfaldiftra&ionenfued. In the

midft of this uproar, Peregrine holding faft by the taffrill,

and looking ruefully ahead, the countenance of Pipes pre-
ferred itfelf to his aftonifhed view, rifing as it were from
the hold of the ihip. At firft he imagined it was a fear-

formed fhadow of his own brain, though he did not re-

main long in this terror, but plainly perceived that it was
no other than the real pcrfon of Thomas, who, jumping
on the quarter deck, took charge of the helm, and dic-

tated to the failors with as much authority as if he had
been commander of the fliip. The fkipper looked upon
him as an angel fent to his affiftance, and the crew foon

difcovering him to be a thorough-bred, feaman, notwith-

standing his livery frock, obeyed his orders with fuch ala-

crity, that in a little time the confufion vanifhed, and

every necetTary ftep was taken to weather the gale.

Our young gentleman immediately conceived the mean-

ing of Tom's appearance on board, and, when the tu-

mult was a little fubfided, went up, and encouraged him
to exert himfelf for the prefervation of the fhip, promif-

ing to take him again into his iervice, from which he

ihould never be difmiffed, except at his own' defire. This
affurance had a furprifing effect upon Pipes, who, though
he made no manner of reply, thruft the helm into the

mailer's hand, faying,
ct

Here, you old bum-boat wo-

man, take hold of the tiller, and keep her thus, boy,
thus j" and fkipped about the veflel, trimming the fails,

and managed the ropes with fuch agility and fkill, that

every body on deck flood amazed at his dexterity.
Mr. Jolter was far from being unconcerned at the un-
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common motion of the veffel, the finging of the wind,
and the uproar which he heard above him ; he looked

towards the cabin door with the mod fearful expectation,
in hope of feeing fome perfon who could give fome ac-

count of the weather, and what was doing upon deck ;

but not a foul appeared, and he was too well acquainted
with the difpofition of his own bowels to make the lead

alteration in his attitude. "When he had lain a good
while in all the agony of fufpenfe, the boy tumbled head-

long into his apartment with fuch noife, that he believed

the maft had gone by the board, and ftarting upright in

his bed, afked, with all the fymptoms of horror, what was
the caufe of that difturbance ? The boy, half ftunned

by his fall, anfwered in a dolorous tone,
" I'm come to put

up the dead-lights." At the mention of dead-lights, the

meaning of which he did not underftand, the poor go-
vernor's heart died within him, and he fhivered with de-

fpair. His recollection forfaking him, he fell upon his

knees in the bed, and fixing his eyes upon the book which
was in his hand, began to pronounce aloud with great

fervour,
" The time of a complete ofcillation in the cy-

cloid, is to the time in which a body would fall through the

axis of the cycloid DV. as the circumference of a circle

to its diameter." He would in all likelihood have pro-
ceeded with the demonftration of this propofition, had he
not been feized with fuch a qualm, as compelled him to

drop the book, and accommodate himfelf to the emer-

gency of his diftemper ;
he therefore ftretched himfelf at

full length, and, putting up ejaculations to Heaven, be-

gan to prepare himfelf for his latter end, when all of a

fudden the noife above was intermitted ; and, as he could

not conceive the caufe of this tremendous filence, he ima-

gined that either the men were wafhed overboard, or

that, defpairing of fafety, they had ceafed to oppofe the

tempeft. While he was harrowed by this miferable un-

certainty, which, however, was not altogether unenlight-
ened by fome fcattered rays of hope, the mailer entered

the cabin , then he alked, with a voice half extinguifhed

by fear, how matters went upon deck ? and the fkipper,
with a large bottle of brandy applied to his mouth, an-

fwered in a hollow tone,
" All's over now, mafter." Up-

on which, Mr. Jolter, giving himfelf over for loft, ex-

N
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claimed with the utmoft horror,
" Lord have mercy up-

on us ! Chrift have mercy upon us !" and repeated this

fupplication as it were mechanically, until the mailer un-

deceived him, by explaining the meaning of what he had

faid, and alluring him that the fquall was over.

Such a fudden transition from fear to joy occafioned a

violent agitation both in his mind and body ; and it was
a full quarter of an hour before he recovered the right

ufe of his organs. By this time the weather cleared up,
the wind began to blow again from the right corner, and

the fpires of Calais appeared at the dittance of five leagues;
fo that the countenances of all on board were lighted up
with joyous expectation ; and Peregrine, venturing to go
down into the cabin, comforted his governor with an ac-

count of the happy turn of their affairs.

Jolter, tranfported with the thoughts of a fpeedy land-

ing, began to launch out in praife of that country for

which they were bound. He obferved, that France was
the land of politenefs and hofpitality, which were con-

fpicuous in the behaviour of all ranks and degrees, from
the peer to the peafant ; that a gentleman and a foreigner,
far from being infulted and impofed upon by the lower

clafs of people, as in England, was treated with the ut-

moft reverence, candour, and refpecr. ; that their fields

were fertile, their climate pure and healthy, their farmers

rich and induftrious, and the fubjedts in general the hap-

piell of men. He would have profecuted this favourite

theme (till farther, had not his pupil been obliged to run

upon deck, in confequence of certain warnings he receiv-

ed from his (tomach.

The fkipper feeing his condition, very honeflly remind-
ed him of the cold ham and fowls, with a balket of wine,
which he had ordered to be fent on board, and aficed if

he would have the cloth laid below. He could not have
chofen a more feafonable opportunity of manifefting his

own difintereftednefs. Peregrine made wry faces at the

mention of food, bidding him (for Chrift's fake) talk no
more on that fubject. He then defcended into the cabin,
and put the fame queftion to Mr. Jolter, who, he knew,
entertained the fame abhorrence for his propofal ; and,

meeting with the like reception from him, went between

decks, and repeated his courteous proffer to the valet de

4
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chambrc and lacquey, who lay fprawling in all the pangs
of a double evacuation, and rejected his civility with the

moft horrible loathing. Thus baffled in all his kind en-

deavours, he ordered his boy to fecure the provifion in one
of his own lockers, according to the cuftom of the (hip.

It being low water when they arrived on the French

coaft, the vefTel could not enter the harbour, and they
were obliged to bring to, and wait for a boat, which in

lefs than half an hour came along-fide from the more.

Mr. Jolter now came upon deck, and fnumng up the

French air with fymptoms of infinite fatisfaHon, afked of

the boatmen (with the friendly appellation of Mes enfans)
what they demanded for tranfporting him and his pupil,
with their baggage, to the pier. But how was he dif-

concerted, when thofe polite, candid, reafonable water-

men, demanded a Louis d'Or for that fervice ! Peregrine,
with a farcaftic fneer, obferved, that he already began to

perceive the juftice of his encomiums on the French; and
the difappointed governor could fay nothing in his own
vindication, but that they were debauched by their inter-

courfe with the inhabitants of Dover. His pupil, how-

ever, was fo much offended at their extortion, that he ab-

folutely refufed to employ them, even when they abated

one half in their demand, and fwore he would ftay on
board till the packet mould be able to enter the harbour,
rather than encourage fuch impofition.
The mafter, who, in all probability, had fome fort of

fellow-feeling with the boatmen, in vain reprefented, that

he could not with fafety lie to, or anchor upon a lee-

fhore ; our hero having confulted Pipes, anfwered, that

he had hired his vefTel to tranfport him to Calais, and

that he would oblige him to perform what he had under-

taken.

The ikipper, very much mortified at this peremptory

reply, which was not over and above agreeable to Mr,

Jolter, difmifled the boat, notwithftanding the folicitations

and condefcenfion of the watermen. Running a little far-

ther in fhore, they came to an anchor, and waited till

there was water enough to float them over the bar. Then

they flood into the harbour, and our gentleman, with his

attendants and baggage, were landed on the pier by the

tailors, whom he liberally rewarded for their trouble.

N
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He was immediately plied by a great number of por-

ters, who, like fo many hungry wolves, laid hold on his

luggage, and began to carry it off piecemeal, without his

order or direction. Incenfed at this officious infolence,

he commanded them to defift, with many oaths and op-

probrious terms that his anger fuggefted ; and, perceiving
that one of them did not feem to pay any regard to what
he faid, but marched off with his burden, he fnatched a

cudgel out of his lacquey's hand, and, overtaking the fel-

low in a twinkling, brought him to the ground with one

blow. He was inftantly furrounded by the whole congre-

gation of this canaille, who refented the injury which their

brother had fuftained, and would have taken immediate fa-

tisfalion of the aggreffor, had not Pipes, feeing his maf-

ter involved, brought the whole crew to his affiitance, and

exerted himfelf fo manfully, that the enemy were obliged
to retreat with many marks of defeat, and menaces of in-

terefting the commandant in their quarrel. Joker, who
knew and dreaded the power of the French governor, be-

gan to make with apprehenfion, when he heard their re-

peated threats ; but they durft not apply to this magiftrate,

who, upon a fair reprefentation of the cafe, would have

punifhed them feverely for their rapacious and infolent

behaviour. Peregrine, without further moleftation, avail-

ed himfelf of his own attendants, who mouldered his bag-

gage, and followed him to the gate, where they were

Hopped by the centinels, until their names ihould be re-

giftered.
Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examination be-

fore, refolved to profit by his experience, and cunningly

reprefented his pupil as a young Englilh lord. This inti-

mation, fupported by the appearance of his equipage, was
no fooner communicated to the officer, than he turned

out the guard, and ordered his foldiers to relt upon their

arms, while his lordfhip paffed in great ftate to the Lien
<TArgent^ where he took up his lodgings for the night, re-

folving to fet out for Paris next morning in a poft-chaife.
The governor triumphed greatly in this piece of com-

plaifance and refpet. with which they had beenhonoured,
and refumed his beloved topic of difcourfe, in applauding
the method and fubordination of the French government,
which was better calculated for maintaining order, and
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protecting the people, than any conftitution upon earth.

Of their courteous attention to ftrangers, there needed no
other proof than the compliment which had been paid to

them, together with the governor's connivance at Pere-

grine's employing his own fervants in carrying the bag-

gage to the inn, contrary to the privilege of the inhabitants.

While he expatiated with a remarkable degree of felf-

indulgence on this fubjecl:,
the valet de chambre coming

into the room, interrupted his harangue, by telling his

mafter that their trunks and portmanteaus mud be carried

to the cuftomhoufe, in order to be fearched, and fealed

with lead, which muft remain untouched until their ar-

rival at Paris.

Peregrine made no objection to this practice, which
was in itfelf reafonable enough ; but when he underftood

that the gate was befieged by another multitude of por-

ters, who infilled upon their right of carrying the goods,
and alfo of fixing their own price, he absolutely refufed

to comply with their demand. Nay, he chaftifed fome of

the moft clamorous among them with his foot, and told

them, that if their cuftomhoufe officers had a mind to

examine his baggage, they might come to the inn for that

purpofe. The valet de chambre was abafhed at this bold-

nefs of his mailer's behaviour, which, the lacquey, fhrug-

ging up his fhoulders, obferved, was bien a l
y

Angloife: while

the governor reprefented it as an indignity to the whole na-

tion, and endeavoured to perfuade his pupil to comply with

the cuftom of the place. But Peregrine's natural haugh-
tinefs of difpofition hindered him from giving ear to Jol-
ter's wholefome advice ; and, in lefs than half an hour,

they obferved a file of mulketeers marching up to the

gate. At fight of this detachment the tutor trembled,
the valet grew pale, and the lacquey croffed himfelf ; but

our hero, without exhibiting any other fymptoms than

thofe of indignation, met them on the threfhold, and,
with a ferocious air, demanded their bufinefs. The cor-

poral, who commanded the file, anfwered with great de-

liberation, that he had orders to convey his baggage to

the cuftomhoufe ; and feeing the trunks Handing in the

entry, placed his men between them and the owner, while

the porters that followed took them up, and proceeded to

the Douane without oppofition.
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Pickle was not mad enough to difpute the authority of

this meflage ; but, in order to gall, and fpecify his con-

tempt for thofe who brought it, he called aloud to his

valet, defiring him, in French, to accompany his things,
and fee that none of his linens and effe&s fhould be ftolen

by the fearchers. The corporal, mortified at this fatirical

infinuation, darted a look of refentment at the author, as

if he had been interefted for the glory of his nation, and
told him, that he could perceive he was a ftranger in

France, or elfe he would have faved himfelf the trouble
1 of fuch a needlefs precaution.

CHAPTER XXXVI.

He makes a fruitlefs attempt in gallantry ; departs for Boulogne, where
he fpends the evening with certain Englifh exiles.

Xxaving thus yielded to the hand of power, he inquired
if there was any other Englifh company in the houfe ;

when, underftanding that a gentleman and lady lodged
in the next apartment, and had befpoke a poft-chaife for

Paris, he ordered Pipes to ingratiate himfelf with their

footman, and, if poflible, learn their names and condi-

tion, while he and Mr. Jolter, attended by the lacquey,
took a turn round the ramparts, and viewed the particu-
lars of the fortification.

Tom was fo very fuccefsful in his inquiry, that when
his mafter returned, he was able to give him a fatisfatory
account of his fellow-lodgers, in confequence of having
treated his brother with a bottle of wine. The people in

queftion were a gentleman and his lady lately arrived from

England, in their way to Paris. The hufband was a man
of good fortune, who had been a libertine in his youth,
and a profefled declaimer againft matrimony. He want-

ed neither ienfe nor experience, and piqued himfelf in

particular upon his art of avoiding the fnares of the fe-

male fex, in which he pretended to be deeply verfed.

But, notwithftanding all his caution and fkill, he had

lately fallen a facrifice to the attractions of an oyfter

wench, who had found means to decoy him into the bands
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of wedlock ; and, in order to evade the compliments and

congratulations of his friends and acquaintance, he had

come fo far on a tour to Paris, where he intended to

initiate his fpoufe in the beau monde. In the mean time

he chofe to live upon the referve, becaufe her natural ta-

lents had as yet received but little cultivation , and he

had not the moft implicit confidence in her virtue and

discretion, which, it feems, had like to have yielded to

the addrefles of an officer at Canterbury, v.ho had made
fhift to infinuate himfelf into her acquaintance and fa-

vour.

Peregrine's curiofity being inflamed by this informa-

tion, he lounged about the yard, in hopes of feeing the

dulcinea who had captivated the old bachelor ; and at

length, obferving her at a window, took the liberty of

bowing to her with great refpe6t. She returned the com-

pliment with a curtfey, and appeared fo decent in her drefs

and manner, that, unlefs he had been previoufly informed

of her former life and converfation, he never would have

dreamed that her education was different from that of

other ladies of fafhion ; fo eafy is it to acquire that ex-

ternal deportment on which people of condition value

themfelves fo much. Not but that Mr. Pickle pretended
to diftinguifh a certain vulgar audacity in her countenance,

which, in a lady of birth and fortune, would have paffed
for an agreeable vivacity that enlivens the afpet, and

gives poignancy to every feature ; but as (he poffefled a

pair of fine eyes, and a clear complexion overfpread with

the glow of health, which never fails of recommending
the owner, he could not help gazing at her with defire,

and forming the defign of making a conquefl of her heart.

With this view, he fent his compliments to her hufband,
whofe name was Hornbeck, with an intimation, that he

propofed to fet out next day for Paris, and as he under-

stood that he was refolved upon the fame journey, he
fhould be extremely glad of his company on the road, if

he was not better engaged. Hornbeck, who in all pro-

bability did not choofe to accommodate his wife with a

fquire of our hero's appearance, fent a civil anfwer to his

meffage, profeffing infinite mortification at his being un-
able to embrace the favour of this kind offer, by reafon

of the indifpofitipn of his wife, who, he was afraid,
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would not be in a condition for fome clays to bear the

fatigue of travelling. This rebuff, which Peregrine a-

fcribed to the hufband's jealoufy, ftifled his project in em-

bryo ; he ordered his French fervant to take a place for

himfelf in the diligence, where all his luggage was flowed,

except a fmall trunk with fome linen and other neceffaries,

that was fixed upon the poft-chaife which they hired of

the landlord ; and early next morning he and Mr. Jolter

departed from Calais, attended by his valet de chambre
and Pipes on horfeback. They proceeded without any
accident as far as Boulogne, where they breakfafted, and
vifited old Father Graham, a Scottifh gentleman of the

governor's acquaintance, who had lived as a capuchin in

that place for the fpace of threefcore years, and during
that period conformed to all the aufterities of the order

with the moft rigorous exa&nefs j being equally remark-

able for the franknefs of his converfation, the humanity
of his difpofition, and the fimplicity of his manners.

From Boulogne they took their departure about noon,

and, as they propofed to fleep that night at Abbeville,
commanded the poftillion to drive with extraordinary

fpeed. Perhaps it was well for his cattle that the axle-

tree gave way, and the chaife of courfe overturned, be-

fore they had travelled one-third part of the ftage.

This accident compelled them to return to the place
from whence they had fet out, and as they could not pro-
cure another convenience, they found themfelves under

the neceflity of ftaying till their chaife could be refitted.

Underftanding that this operation would detain them a
* whole day, our young gentleman had recourfe to his pa-

tience, and demanded to know what they would have for

dinner ;
the garcon or waiter thus queltioned, vanifhed

in a moment, and immediately they were furprifed with

the appearance of a ftrange figure, which, from the ex-

travagance of its drefs and gefticulation, Peregrine mif-

took for a madman of the growth of France. This phan-
tom (which, by the by, happened to be no other than

the cook, was a tall, long-legged, meagre, fwarthy fel-

low, that ftooped very much ; his cheek-bones were re-

markably raifed, his nofe bent into the fhape and fize of

a powder-horn, and the fockets of his eyes as raw round

the edges, as if the fkin had been pared off. On his
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head he wore an handkerchief, which had once been

white, and now ferved to cover the upper part of a black

periwig, to which was attached a bag, at leaft a foot

fquare, with a folitaire and rofe that ftuck up on each

fide to his ear ; fo that he looked like a criminal on the

pillory. His back was accommodated with a linen waift-

coat, his hands adorned with long ruffles of the fame

piece, his middle was girded by an apron tucked up, that

it might not conceal his white filk (lockings rolled ; and
at his entrance he brandifhed a bloody weapon full three

feet in length. Peregrine, when he firft faw him ap-

proach in this menacing attitude, put himfelf upon his

guard ; but, being informed of his quality, perufed his

bill of fare, and having befpoke three or four things for

dinner, walked out with Mr. Joker to view both towns,
which they had not leifure to confider minutely before.

In their return from the harbour, they met with four or

five gentlemen, all. of whom feemed to look with an air

of dejection, and, perceiving our hero and his governor
to be Englifh by their drefs, bowed with great refpect as

they paffed. Pickle, who was naturally compamonate,
felt an emotion of fympathy ; and feeing a perfon, who

by his habit he judged to be one of their fervants, ac-

cofted him in Englifh, and afked who the gentlemen
were. The lacquey gave him to underftand that they
were his own countrymen, exiled from their native homes,
in confequence of their adherence to an unfortunate and
ruined caufe ; and that they were gone to the fea fide, ac-

cording to their daily practice, in order to indulge their

longing eyes with a profpedf of the white cliffs of Albioh,
which they muft never more approach.

Though our young gentleman differed widely from
them in point of political principles, he was not one of

thofe enthufiafts who look upon every fchifm from the

cftablifhed articles of faith as damnable, and exclude the

fceptic from every benefit of humanity and Chriftian

forgivenefs : He could eafily comprehend how a man of

the moft unblemifhed morals might, by the prejudice of

education, or indifpenfable attachments, be engaged in

fuch a blame-worthy and pernicious undertaking-, and

thought that they had already fuffered feverely for their

imprudence. He was affefted with the account of their
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diurnal pilgrimage to the fe.i fide, which he confidered as

a pathetic proof of their afflitHon, and inverted Mr. Joker
with the agreeable office of going to them with a com-

pliment in his name, and begging the honour of drinking
a glafs with them in the evening. They accepted the

propofal with great fatisfaction and refpectful acknow-

ledgment, and in the afternoon waited upon the kind in-

viter, who treated them with coffee, and would have de-

tained them to fupper ; but they entreated the favour of

his company at the houfe which they frequented, fo ear-

neftly, that he yielded to their folicitations, and with his

governor was conducted by them to the place, where they
had provided an elegant repaft, and regaled them with

fome of the befl claret in France.

It was eafy for them to perceive that their principal

gueft was no favourer of their ftate maxims, and there-

fore they induftrioufly avoided every fubjeel: of converfa-

tion which could give the leait offence , not but that they
lamented their own fituation, which cut them off from
all their deareft connections, and doomed them to per-

petual banifhment from their families and friends ; but

they did not, even by the moft diftant hint, impeach the

juftice of that fentence by which they were condemned ;

although one of them, who feemed to be about the age
of thirty, wept bitterly over his misfortune, which had
involved a beloved wife and three children in mifery and

diftrefs, and, in the impatience of his grief, curfed his

own fate with frantic imprecations. His companions,
with a view of beguiling his forrow, and manifefting their

own
hofpitality at the fame time, changed the topic of

difcourfe, and circulated the bumpers with great affi-

duity ; fo that all their cares were overwhelmed and for-

gotten, feveral drinking, French catches were fung, and
mirth and good fellowfhip prevailed.

In the midft of this elevation, which commonly un-

locks the moft hidden fentiment, and difpels every confi-

deration of caution and conftraint, one of the entertainers,

being more intoxicated than his fellows, propofed a toaft,

to which Peregrine with fome warmth excepted, as an

unmannerly infult. The other maintained his propofition
with indecent heat ; and the difpute beginning to grow
very ferious, the company interpofed, and gave judgment
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againft
their friend, who was fo keenly reproached and

rebuked for his impolite behaviour, that he retired in high

dudgeon, threatening to relinquish their fociety, and brand-

ing them with the appellation of apoftates from the com-

mon caufe. Mortified at the behaviour of their com-

panion, thofe that remained were earned in their apo-

logies to their guefts, whom they befought to forgive his

intemperance, afluring them with great confidence, that

he would, upon the recovery of his reflection, wait upon
them in perfon, and alk pardon for the umbrage he had

given. Pickle was fatisfied with their remon (trances, re-

fumed his good humour, and the night being pretty far

advanced, refilled all their importunities with which he

was entreated to fee another bottle go round, and was
efcorted to his own lodgings more than half feas over.

Next morning, about eight o'clock, he was waked by
his valet de chambre, who told him that two of the gen-
tlemen with whom he had fpent the evening, were in

the houfe, and defired the favour of being admitted into

his chamber. He could not conceive the meaning of this

extraordinary vifit, and, ordering his man to (how them
into his apartment, beheld the perfon who had affronted

him enter, with the gentleman who had reprehended hi*

rudenefs.

He who had given the offence, after having made an

-apology for diflurbing Mr. Pickle, told him that his friend

there prefent had been with him early that morning, and

propofed the alternative of either fighting with him im-

mediately, or coming to beg pardon for his unmannerly
deportment over night ; that, though he had courage

enough to face any man in the field in a righteous caufe,
he was not fo brutal as to difobey the dictates of his own
duty and reflection, in confequence of which, and not
out of any regard to the other's menaces, which he de-

fpifed, he had now taken the liberty of interrupting his

repofe, that he might, as foon as poffible, atone for the

injury he had done him, which he protefted was the ef-

fect of intoxication alone, and begged his forgivenefs ac-

cordingly. Our hero accepted of this acknowledgment
very gracioufly, thanked the other gentleman for the

gallant part he had afted in his behalf ; and, perceiving
that his companion was a little irritated at his officious
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interpofition, effected a reconciliation, by convincing him
that what he had clone was for the honour of the com-

pany. He then kept them to breakfaft, expreffed a de-

fire of feeing their fituation altered for the better ; and,
the chaife being repaired, took leave of his entertainers,

who came to wifli him a good journey, and with his at-

tendants left Boulogne for the fecond time.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

Proceeds for the capital. Takes up his lodginrs at Bernay, where he is

overtaken hy Mr. Hornbeck, whofe heaa he longs to fortify.

.During this day's expedition, Mr. Joker took an op-

portunity of imparting to his pupil the remarks he had
made upon the induftry of the French, as an undeniable

proof of which he bade him caft his eyes around, and ob-

serve with what care every fpot of ground was cultivated ;

and, from the
fertility of that province, which is rec-

koned the pooreft in France, conceive the wealth and af-

fluence of the nation in general. Peregrine, amazed as

well as difgufted at this infatuation, anfwered, that what
he afcribed to induftry was the effect of mere wretched-

nefs ; the miferable peafants being obliged to plough up
every inch of ground to fatisfy their oppreffive landlords,

while they themfelves and their cattle looked like fo many
images of famine j that their extreme poverty was evi-

dent from the face of the country, on which there was
not one enclofure to be feen, or any other object, except

fcanty crops of barley and oats, which could never re-

ward the toil of the hufbandman ; that their habitations

were no better than paltry huts j that, in twenty miles of

extent, not one gentleman's houfe appeared ; that no-

thing was more abject and forlorn than the attire of their

country people , that the equipage of their travelling
chaifes was infinitely inferior to that of a dung-cart in

England j
and that the poftillion, who then drove their

carriage, had neither ftockings to his legs, nor a fhirt to

his back.

The governor, finding his charge fo untraceable, re-
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folved to leave him in the midft of his own ignorance and

prejudice, and referve his obfervations for thofe who would

pay more deference to his opinion : And indeed this re-

solution he had often made, and as often broke, in the

tranfports of his zeal, that frequently hurried him out of

the plan of conduct which in his cooler moments he had
laid down. They halted for a refreshment ar Montreuil,
and about feven in the evening arrived at a village called

Bernay, where, while thev waited for frefh horfes, they
were informed by the landlord, that. the gates of Abbe-
ville were (hut every night punctually at eight o'clock, fo

that it would be impoffible for them to get admittance.

He faid, there was not another place of entertainment on
the road where they could pafs the night ; and therefore,
as a friend, he advifed them to itay at his houfe, where

they would find the belt of accommodation, and proceed

upon their journey betimes in the morning.
Mr. Jolter, though he had travelled on that road before,

could not recollect whether or not mine hoft fpoke truth ;

but his remonftrance being very piauhble, our hero de-

termined to foilow his advice, and, being conducted into

an apartment, afked what they could have for fupper.
The landlord mentioned every thing that was eatable in

the houfe, and the whole being engrofled for the ufe of

him and his attendants, he amufed himfelf till fuch time

as it mould be dreffed, in (trolling about the houfe, which
ftands in a very rural fituation. While he thus loitered

away the time that hung heavy on his hands, another

chaife arrived at the inn \ and, upon inquiry, he found
that the new comers were Mr. Hornbeck and his lady.
The landlord, confcious of his inability to entertain this

fecond company, came and begged with great humilia-

tion, that Mr. Pickle would fpare them fome part of the

victuals he had befpoke ; but he refufed to part with fo

much as the wing of a partridge, though at the fame
time he fent his compliments to the ftrangers, and, giving
them to underftand how ill the houfe was provided for

their reception, invited them to partake of his fupper.
Mr. Hornbeck, who was not deficient in point of polite-

nefs, and extremely well difpofed for a relifhing meal,
which he had reafon to expedt, from the favoury (team
that ifiued from the kitchen, could not refift this fecond

Vol. II. O
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inftance of our young gentleman's civility, which he ac-

knowledged by a meffage, importing that he and his wife

would do themfelves the pleafure of profiting by his cour-

teous offer. Peregrine's cheeks glowed when he found
himfelf on the eve of being acquainted with Mrs. Horn-

beck, of whofe heart he had already made a conqueft in

imagination ; and he forthwith fet his invention at work
to contrive fome means of defeating her hufband's vigi-
lance.

When fupper was ready, he in perfon gave notice to

his gueil, and leading the lady into his apartment, feat-

ed her in an elbow chair at the upper end of the table,

fqueezing her hand, and darting a mod infidious glance at

the fame time. This abrupt behaviour he pra&ifed, on
the prefumption that a lady of her breeding was not to be

addrefled with the tedious forms that mull be obferved in

one's advances to a perfon of birth and genteel education.

In all probability his calculation was juft ; for Mrs.
Hornbeck gave no figns of difcontent at this fort of treat-

ment, but, on the contrary, feemed to confider it as a

proof of the young gentleman's regard ; and though fhe

did not venture to open her mouth three times during the

whole repaft, fhe fhowed herfelf particularly well fatisfied

with her entertainer, by fundry fly and fignificant looks,

while her hufband's eyes were directed another way, and

divers loud peals of laughter, fignifying her approbation
of the failles which he uttered in the courfe of their con-

vention. Her fpoufe began to be very uneafy at the

frank demeanour of his yoke-fellow, whom he endea-

voured to check in her vivacity, by afluming a feverity of

afpeel: ; but whether fhe obeyed the dictates of her own

difpofition, which perhaps was merry and unreferved, or

wanted to punifh Mr. Hornbeck for his jealoufy of tem-

per, certain it is, her gaiety increafed to fuch a degree,
that her hufband was grievoufly alarmed and incenfed at

her conduct, and refolved to make her fenfible of his dif-

pleafure, by treading in fecret upon her toes. He was,

however, fo difconcerted by his indignation, that he mif-

took his mark, and applied the fharp heel of his fhoe to

the fide of Mr. Joker's foot, comprehending his little toe

that was ftudded with an angry corn, which he invaded

with fuch a fudden jerk, that the governor, unable to en-
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dure the torture in filence, ftarted up, and, dancing on
the. floor, roared hideoufly with repeated bellowings, to

the unfpeakable enjoyment of Peregrine and the lady,
who laughed themfelves almofl: into convulfions at the

joke. Hornbeck, confounded at the miftake he had com-

mitted, begged pardon of the injured tutor with great

contrition, protefting that the blow he had fo unfortu-

nately received was intended for an ugly cur which he

thought had pofled himfelf under the table. It was lucky
for him that there was actually a dog in the room, to jus-

tify this excufe, which Joker admitted with the tears

running over his cheeks ; and the economy of the table

was recompofed.
As foon, however, as the ftrangers could with decency

withdraw, this fufpicious hufband took his leave of the

youth, on pretence of being fatigued with his journey,
after having, by way of compliment, propofed that they
fhould travel together next day ; and Peregrine handed
the lady to her chamber, where he wifhed her good night
with another warm fqueeze, which fhe returned. This
favourable hint made his heart bound with a tranfport of

joy; he lay in wait for an opportunity of declaring him-

felf, and feeing the hufband go down into the yard with
a candle, glided foftly into his apartment, where he found
her almoft undrefled. Impelled by the impetuofity of his

paffion, which was ft ill more inflamed by her prefent luf-

cious appearance, and encouraged by the approbation fhe

had already exprefTed, he ran towards her with eagernefs,

crying,
" Zounds ! Madam, your charms are irrefiftible'!"

and, without further ceremony, would have clafped her

in his arms, had fhe not begged him, for the love of God,
to retire, for fhould Mr. Hornbeck return and find him

there, fhe would be undone for ever. He was not fo

blinded by his paffion, but that he faw the reafonabienefs

of her fear, and as he could not pretend to crown his

wifhes at that interview, he avowed himfelf her lover,

afTured her that he would exhaufl his whole invention in

finding a proper opportunity for throwing himfelf at her

feet ; and in the mean time he ravifhed fundry fmall fa-

vours, which fhe, in the hurry of her fright, could not

withhold from his impudence of addrefs. Having thus

happily fettled the preliminaries, he withdrew to his own

Oij
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chamber, and fpent the whole night in contriving ftrata-

gems to elude the jealous caution of his fellow-traveller.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

They fet out in company, breaWaft at Abbeville, cine at Amiens, and
r.hout eleven o'clock arrive v.t Chantilly, where Peregrine executes a

plan which he had concerted upon Hornbecl:.

1 he whole company, by agreement, rofe and departed
before day, and breakfafted at Abbeville, where they be-

came acquainted with the finefle of their Bernay land-

lord, who had impofed upon them, in aifirming that they
would r.ot have been admitted after the gates were fhut.

From thence they proceeded to Amiens, where they dined,
and were peilered by begging friars ; and the roads being

deep, it was eleven o'clock at night before they reached

Chantilly, where they found fupper already drefled, in

confequence of having defpatched the valet de chambre
before them on hcrfeback.

The conftitution of Hornbeck being very much impair-
ed by a life of irregularity, he found himfelf fo fatigued
with his day's journey, which amounted to upwards of

an hundred miles, that, when he fat down at table, he

could fcarcely fit upright ; and, in lefs than three minutes,

began to nod in his chair. Peregrine, who had forefeen

and provided for this occafion, advifed him to exhilarate

his fpirits with a glafs of wine ; and the propofal being
embraced, tipped his valet de chambre the wink, who,

according to the infhuttions he had received, qualified
the Burgundy with thirty drops of laudanum, which this

unfortunate hufband fwallowed in one glafs. The dole,

co-operating with his former drowfinefs, lulled him fo fail:

alleep, as it were inllantaneoufly, that it was found necef-

fary to convey him to his own chamber, where his foot-

man undrefli-d and put him to bed. Nor was Joker (na-

turally of a fluggifh difpofuion) able to refill his propen-
fitv to fleep, without fuffering divers dreadful yawns,
which encouraged his pupil to adminifler the fame dofe

to him, which had operated fo fuccefsfully upon the other

Argus. This cordial had not fuch a gentle effecT: upon
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the rugged organs of Joker, as upon the more delicate

nerves of Hornbeck ; but difcovered itfelf in certain in-

voluntary ftartings, and convulfive motions in the mufcles

of his face ; and when his nature at length yielded to the

power of this medicine, he founded the trumpet fo loud

through his noftrils, that our adventurer was afraid the

noife would wake his other patient, and confequently pre-
vent the accomplifhment of his aim. The governor was
therefore committed to the care of Pipes, who lugged him
into the next room, and having (tripped off his clothes,

tumbled him into his neft, while the two lovers remained

at full liberty to indulge their mutual pafhon.

Peregrine, in the impatience of his inclination, would
have finifhed the fate of Hornbeck immediately ; but his

inamorata dilapproved of his intention, and reprefented
that their being together by themfelves for any length of

time, would be obferved by her fervant, who was kept as

a fpy upon her actions ; fo that they had recourfe to ano-

ther fcheme, which was executed in this manner He
conducted her into her own apartment, in pretence of

her footman, who lighted them thjther, and, wiihing her

good reft, returned to his' own chamber, where he waited

till every thing was quiet in the houfe
; then, dealing foft-

]y to her door, which had been left open for his admif-

fion in the dark, he found the hufband ftill fecure in the

embraces of fleep, and the lady in a loofe gown, ready to

leal his happinels. He conveyed her to his own chamber
5

but his guilty paffion was not gratified.
The opium which had been given to Joker, together

with the wine he had drank, produced fuch a perturba-
tion in his fancy, that he was viiited with horrible dreams,

and, among other miferable fituations, imagined himfelf

in danger of perifhing in the flames, which he thought
had taken hold on his apartment. This villon made fuch

an impreffion upon his faculties, that he alarmed the

whole houfe with the repeated cries of fire ! fire ! and
even leaped out of his bed, though he ftill continued faffc-

afleep. The lovers were very difagreeably difturbed by
this dreadful exclamation, and Mrs. Hornbeck, running
in great confufion to the door, had the mortification to

fee the footman, with a light in his hand, enter her huf-

band's chamber, in order to give him notice of this acci-

Oiij
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dent. She knew that fhe would be inftantly miffed, and

could eafily divine the confequence, unlefs her invention

could immediately trump up fome plaufible excufe for her

abfence.

Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in cafes of

fuch emergency ; fhe employed but a few feconds in re-

collection, and rufliing directly towards the apartment
of the governor, who (till continued to hollow in the

fame note, exclaimed in a fcreaming tone,
" Lord have

mercy upon us ! where ? where ?" By this time all the

fervants were affembled in (Irange attire ; Peregrine burft

into Joker's room, and feeing him (talking in his (hirt,

with his eyes fhut, beftowed fuch a flap upon his back,

as in a moment diffolved his dream, and reftored him to

the ufe of his fenfes. He was attoniihed and afhamed at

being discovered in fuch an indecent attitude j and tak-

ing refuge under the clothes, aflced pardon of all prefent
for the difturbance he had occahoned ; foliciting with

great humility the forgivenefs of the lady, who, to a

miracle, counterfeited the utmoft agitation of terror and

furprife. Meanwhile, Hornbeck being awakened by the

repeated efforts of his man, no fooner underftood that

his wife was miffing, than all the chimeras of jealoufy

taking poffeflion of his imagination, he ftarted up in a

fort of frenzy, and matching his fword, flew ftraight
to Peregrine's chamber ; where, though he found not

that which he looked for, he unluckily perceived an un-

der-petticoat, which his wife had forgot in the hurry of

her retreat. This difcovery added fuel to the flame of

his refer.tment. He feized the fatal proof of his difho-

nour, and meeting his fpoufe in her return to bed, pre-
sented it to her view, faying, with a moft expreflive coun-

tenance,
" Madam, you have dropped your under-petti-

coat in the next room "
Mrs. Hornbeck, who inherited

from nature a moft admirable prefence of mind, looked

earneftly at the object in queftion, and with incredible

ferenity of countenance, affirmed that the petticoat mult

belong to the houfe, for fhe had none fuch in her poffef-
fion. Peregrine, who walked behind her, hearing this

affeveration, immediately interpofed, and pulling Horn-
beck by the fleeve into his chamber,

" Gads zooks !

(faid he) what bufinefs had you with that petticoat ?
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Can't you let a young fellow enjoy a little amour with a

innkeeper's daughter, without expofing his infirmities to

your wife ? Pfhaw ! that fo malicious, becaufe you have

quitted thefe adventures yourfelf, to fpoil the fport of

other people." The poor hufband was fo confounded at

the effrontery of his wife, and this cavalier declaration of

the young man, that his faith began to waver ; he dif-

trufted his own confcious diffidence of temper, which,
that he might not expofe, he exprefied no doubts of Pe-

regrine's veracity, but, afking pardon for the miftake he
had committed, retired. He was not yet fatisfied with
the behaviour of his ingenious helpmate, but, on the

contrary, determined to inquire more minutely into the

circumftances of this adventure, which turned out fo lit-

tle to his fatisfa&ion, that he ordered his fervant to get

every thing ready for his departure by break of day ; and
when our adventurer rofe next morning, he found that

his fellow-travellers were gone above three hours, though
they had agreed to flay all the forenoon, with a view of

feeing the Prince of Conde's palace, and to proceed alto-

gether for Paris in the afternoon.

Peregrine was a little chagrined when he underftood

that he was fo fuddenly deprived of this untafted morfel ;

and Jolter could not conceive the meaning of their abrupt
and uncivil difappearance, which, after many profound

conjectures, he accounted for, by fuppofing that Horn-
beck was fome (harper who had run away with an heir-

efs, whom he found it neceflary to conceal from the in-

quiry of her friends.

The pupil, who was" well afTured of the true motive,
allowed his governor to enjoy the triumph of his own pe-

netration, and confoled himfelf with the hope of feeing
his Dulcinea again at fome of the public places in Paris,

which he propofed to frequent. Thus comforted, he vi-

fited the magnificent ftables and palace of Chantilly, and

immediately after dinner they fet out for Paris, where

they arrived In the evening, and hired apartments at an

hotel in the Fauxbourgh St. Germaine, not far from the

playhoufe.

Oiiij
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CHAPTER XXXIX.

He is involved in an adventure at Paris, and taken prifoner by the city-

guard. Becomes acquainted with a French nobleman, who introduces

him in the beau monde.

A hey were no fooner fettled in thefe lodgings than ow
hero wrote to his uncle an account of their fafe arrival,

and fent another letter to his friend Gauntlet, with a very
tender billet enclofed for his dear Emilia, to whom he re-

pented all his former vows of conftancy and love.

The next care that engrofTed him was that of befpeak-

ing feveral fuits of clothes fuitable to the French mode,
and in the mean time he never appeared abroad, except
in the Englifh cofFeehoufe, where he foon became ac-

quainted with fome of his own countrymen, who were
at Paris on the fame footing with himfelf. The third

evening after his journey, he was engaged in a party of

thofe young fparks, at the houfe of a noted traiteur, whofe
wife was remarkably handfome, and otherwife extremely
well qualified for alluring cuftomers to her houfe. To
this lady our young gentleman was introduced as a ftran-

'ger frefh from England ; and he was charmed with her

pcrfonal accompliihments, as well as with the freedom

and gaiety of her converfation. Her frank deportment
perfuaded him that fhe was one of thofe kind creatures

who granted favours to the beft bidder ; on this fuppofi-
tion he began to be fo importunate in his addrefles, that

the fair Bourgeoife was compelled to cry aloud in defence

of her own virtue. Her hufband ran immediately to her

aiiiib.nce, and, rinding her in a very alarming fituation,

flew upon her ravifher with fuch fury, that he was fain

to quit his prey, and turn againfl the exafperated traiteur,

whom he punifhed without mercy for his impudent in-

trufion. The lady feeing her yoke-fellow treated with fo

little refpect, efpoufed his caufe, and fixing her nails in

his antagonist's face, fcarified all one fide of his nofe.

The noile of this encounter brought all the fervants of

the houfe to the refcue of their mailer, and Peregrine's

company oppofing them, a general battle enfued, in which
the French were totally routed, the wife infulted, and the

hufband kicked down ftairs.
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The publican, enraged at the indignity which had been

offered to him and his family, went out into the ftreet,

and implored the protection of the guet or city-guard,

which, having heard his complaint, fixed their bayonets
and furrounded the door, to the number of twelve or

fourteen. The young gentlemen, flulhed with their fuc-

cefs, and confidefing the foldiers as fo many London

'watchmen, whom they had often put to flight, drew their

fwords, and fallied out, with Peregrine at their head.

Whether the guard refpe&ed them as foreigners, or in-

experienced youths intoxicated with liquor, they opened
to right and left, and gave them room to pafs without

oppofition. This complaifance, which was the effect of

compaflion, being, mifinterpreted by the Engliih leader,
he out of mere wantonnefs attempted to trip up the heels

of the foldier that ftood next him, but failed in the exe-

cution, and received a blow on his breaft with the butt

end of his fufil, that made him ftagger feveral paces back-

ward. Incenfed at this audacious application, the whole

company charged the detachment fword in hand, and,
after an obftinate engagement, in which divers wounds
were given and received, every foul of them was taken,
and conveyed to the main-guard. The commanding of-

ficer, being made acquainted with the circumftances of

the quarrel, in consideration of their youth and national

ferocity, for which the French make large allowances, fet

them all at liberty, after having gently rebuked them for

the irregularity and infolence of their conduct ; fo that

all our hero acquired by his gallantry and courage, was a.

number of fcandalous marks upon his vifage, that con-

fined him a whole week to his chamber. It was impof-
fible to conceal this difafter from Mr. Jolter, who, having
obtained intelligence of the particulars, c id not fail to re-

monftrate againft the rafhnefs of the adventure, which, he

obferved, miift have been fatal to them, had their enemies
been other than Frenchmen, who, of all people under the

fun, molt rigoroufly obferve the laws of hofpitality.
As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly among Irifli

and Englifh priefts, and a fet of low people who live by
making themfelves neceffary to ftrangers, either in teach-

ing the French language, or executing fmall commiflions

with which they are intruded, he was not the mofl pro-
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per perfon in the world for regulating the tafte of a young
gentleman who travelled for improvement, in expectation
of making a figure one day in his own country. Being
confeious of his own incapacity, he contented himfelf

with the office of a fteward, and kept a faithful account

of all the money that was difburfed in the courfe of their

family expence ; not but that he was acquainted with all

the places which were vifited by ftrangers on their firft

arrival at Paris ; and he knew to a Hard what was com-

monly given to the Swifs of each remarkable hotel ;

though, with refpecl: to the curious painting and flatuary
that every where abound in that metropolis, he was more

ignorant than the domeftic that attends for a livre a-day.
In ihort, Mr. Joker could give a very good account of

the ftages on the road, and fave the expence of Antonini's

detail of the curiofities in Paris ; he was a connoifleur in

ordinaries, from twelve to five and thirty livres, knew all

the rates of a fiacre and remife, could difpute with a tai-

leur or a traiteur upc*n the articles of his bill, and fcold

the fervants in tolerable French. But the laws, cuftoms,
and genius of the people, the characters of individuals,

and fcenes of polifhed life, were iubje&s which he had
neither opportunities to obferve, inclination to confider,
nor difcernment to diftinguiih. All his maxims were the

fuggeftions of pedantry and prejudice ; fo that his percep-
tion was obfeured, his judgment biafled, his addrels awk-

ward, and his converfation abfurd and unentertaining ;

yet fuch as I have reprefented this tutor, is the greateft

part of thofe animals who lead raw boys about the world,
under the denomination of travelling governors. Pere-

grine, therefore, being perfectly well acquainted with the

extent of Mr. Joker's abilities, never dreamed of confut-

ing him in the difpofition of his conduct, but parcelled
out his time according to the dictates of his own reflec-

tion, and the information and direction of his companions,
who had lived longer in France, and confequently were
better acquainted with the pleafures of the place.
As foon as he was in a condition to appear a la Fran-

goife, he hired a genteel chariot by the month, made the

tour of the Luxembourg gallery, Palais Royal, all the re-

markable hotels, churches, and celebrated places in Paris ;

vifited St. Cloud, Marli, Verfailles, Trianon, St. Germaine,
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and Fountainbleau ; enjoyed the opera, mafquerades, Ita-

lian and French comedy ;
and feldom failed of appearing

in the public walks, in hopes of meeting with Mrs. Horn-

beck, or fome adventure fuited to his romantic difpofition.

He never doubted that his perfon would attract the notice

of fome diftinguifhed inamorata, and was vain enough to

believe that few female hearts were able to refill the ar-

tillery of his accomplifhments, fhould he once find an op-

portunity of planting it to advantage. He prefented him-

felf, however, at all the fpelacles for many weeks, with-

out reaping the fruits of his expectation ; and began to en-

tertain a very Indifferent idea of the French difcernment,
which had overlooked him fo long, when one day, in his

way to the opera, his chariot was flopped by an embarras
in the ftreet, occafioned by two peaiants, who, having
driven their carts againft each other, quarrelled, and went
to loggerheads on the fpot. Such a rencounter is fo un-

common in France, that the people fhut up their fhops,
and from their windows threw cold water upon the com-

batants, with a view of putting an end to the battle,

which was maintained with great fury and very little

(kill, until one of them receiving an accidental fall, the

other took the advantage of this misfortune, and fasten-

ing upon him as he lay, began to thump the pavement
with his head. Our hero's equipage being detained clofe

by the field of this contention, Pipes could not bear to

fee the laws of boxing fo fcandaloufly tranfgreffed, and,

leaping from his ftation, pulled the offender from his an-

tagonill, whom he raifed up, and, in the Englifh language,

encouraged to a fecond effay, inftrucling him at the fame

time, by clenching his fifls according to art, and putting
himfelf in a proper attitude. Thus confirmed, the enra-

ged carman fprung upon his foe, and in all appearance
would have effectually revenged the injury he had fuf-

tained, if he had not been prevented by the interpofition
of a lacquey belonging to a nobleman, whofe coach was

obliged to halt in conlequence of the difpute. This foot-

man, who was diftinguifhed by a cane, defcending from
his poft, without the leaft ceremony or expostulation, be-

gan to employ his weapon upon the head and moulders
of the peafant who had been patronized by Pipes ; upon
which Thomas, refenting fuch ungenerous behaviour, be-



220 THE ADVENTURLS OF

(lowed fuch a (lomacher upon the officious intermeddler,
as difcompofcd the whole economy of his entrails, and

obliged him to difcharge the interjection Ah ! with de-

monflrations of great anguifh and amazement. The other

two footmen who flood behind the coach, feeing their

fellow-fervant fo infelently affaulted, flew to hia afliftance,

and rained a moft dilagreeabie ihower upon the head of

his aggreffor, who had no means of diverfion or defence.

Peregrine, though he did not approve of Tom's conduct,
could not bear to fee him fo roughly handled, efpecially
as he thought his own honour concerned in the fray, and

therefore quitting his machine, came to the refeue of his

attendant, and charged his adverfaries fword in hand.

Two of them no fooner perceived this reinforcement than

they betook themfelves to flight ; and Pipes, having twill-

ed the cane out of the hands of the third, belaboured him
fo unmercifully, that our hero thought proper to inter-

pofe his authority in his behalf. The common people
flood aghaft at this unprecedented boldnefs of Pickle,

who, underftanding that the perlon whofe fervants he had

disciplined was a general and prince of the blood, went

up to the coach, and afked pardon for what he had done,

imputing Ins own behaviour to his ignorance of the other's

quality. The old nobleman accepted of his apology with

great politenefs, thanking him for the trouble he had ta-

ken to reform the manners of his . domeflics ;
and guef-

ilng from our youth's appearance, that he was fome itran-

ger of condition, very courteoufly invited him into the

coach, on the fuppofition that they were both going to

the opera. Pickle gladly embraced this opportunity of

becoming acquainted with a perfon of fuch rank, and, or-

dering his own chariot to follow, accompanied the count

to his loge, where he converfed wiih him during the whole
entertainment.

He foon perceived that Peregrine was not deficient in

fpirit or fenfe, and feemed particularly pleafed with his

engaging manner and eaiy deportment, qualifications for

which the Englifh nation is by no means remarkable in

France, and therefore the more confpicuous and agree-
able in the character of our hero, whom the nobleman
carried home that fame evening, and introduced to his

lady and feveral perfons of fafhion, who fupped at his
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Iioute. Peregrine was quite captivated by their affable

behaviour and the vivacity of their difcourfe ; and, after

having been honoured with particular marks of coniidera-

tion, took his leave, fully determined to cultivate fuch a

valuable acquaintance.
His vanity fuggefted, that now the time was come

when he mould profit by his talents among the fair lex,

on whom he refolved to employ his utmolt art and ad-

chefs. With this view he affiduoufly engaged in all par-
ties to which he had accefs by means of his noble friend,

who let flip no opportunity of gratifying his ambition.

He, for fome time, fliared in all his amufements, and

was entertained in many of the bed families of France ;

but he did not long enjoy that elevation ol hope, which
had flattered his imagination. He foon perceived that it

would be impoffible to maintain the honourable connec-

tions he had made, without engaging every day at qua-
drille, or, in other words, lofing his money ; for every

perfon of rank, whether male or female, was a profeffed

gamefter, who knew and pratifed all the finefle of the

art, of which he was entirely ignorant. Befides, he be-

gan to find himfelf a mere novice in French gallantry,
which is fupported by an amazing volubility of tongue,
an obfequious and incredible attention to trifles, a fur-

prifing facility of laughing out of pure complaifance, and
a nothingnefs of converfation, which he could never at-

tain. In fhort, our hero, who, among his own country-
men, would have pafTed for a fprightly entertaining fel-

low, was confidered in the brilliant affemblies of France
as a youth of a very phlegmatic difpofition. No wonder
then that his pride was mortified at his own want of im-

portance, which he did not fail to afcribe to their defecl:

in point of judgment and tafte : He conceived a difguft
at the mercenary conduct, as well as the fhallow intel-

lects of the ladies ; and, after he had fpent fome months,
and a round fum of money, in fruitlefs attendance and

addrefTes, he
fairly quitted the purfuit, and confoled him-

felf with the converfation of a merry fille dejoye, whole

good graces he acquired by an allowance of twenty Louis

per month. That he might the more eafily afford this

expence, he difrriiiTed his chariot and French lacquey at

the fame time.
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He then entered himfelf in a noted academy, in order

to finifh his exercifes, and contracted an acquaintance
with a few fenfible people, whom he diftinguifhed at the

coffeehoufe and ordinary to which he reforted, and who
contributed not a little to the improvement of his know-

ledge and tafte : For, prejudice apart, it mufl be owned that

France abounds with men of confummate honour, pro-
found fagacity, and the moil liberal education. From the

converfation of fuch, he obtained a diftincT: idea of their

government and conititution ; and though he could not

help admiring the excellent order and economy of their

police, the refult of all his inquiries was felf-congratula-
tion on his title to the privileges of a Britifh fubjecl. In-

deed this invaluable birthright was rendered confpicuous

by fuch flagrant occurrences, which fell every day almoft

under his obfervation, that nothing but the grofleft pre-

judice could difpute its exiftence.

CHAPTER XL.

Acquires a diftinS idea of the French government ; quarrels with a mouf-

quetaire, whom he afterwards fights and vanquifhes, after having pu-
nifhed him for interfering in his amorous recreations.

Among many other inftances of the fame nature, I be-

lieve it will not be amifs to exhibit a few fpecimens of

their adminiftration, which happened during his abode at

Paris, that thofe who have not the opportunity of obferv-

ing for themfelves, or are in danger of being influenced

by mifreprefentation, may compare their own condition

with that of their neighbours, and do juftice to the con-

ftitution under which they live.

A lady of dillinguilhed character having been lam-

pooned by fome obfeure fcribbler, who could not be dif-

covered, the miniftry, in confequence of her complaint,
ordered no fewer than five-and-twenty abbes to be appre-
hended and fent to the Baftile, on the maxim of Heiod,
when he commanded the innocents to be murdered, hop-

ing that the principal object of his cruelty would not

efcape in the general calamity ; and the friends of thofe

unhappy prifoners durft not even complain of the unjuft
2



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 223

perfecution, but fhrugged up their moulders, and, in

filence, deplored their misfortune, uncertain whether or

not they mould ever fet eyes on them again.
About the fame time a gentleman of family, who had

been opprefTed by a certain powerful duke that lived in

the neighbourhood, found means to be introduced to the

king, who, receiving his petition very gracioufly, afked in

what regiment he ferved ; and, when the memorialist an-

fwered, that he had not the honour of being in the fer-

vice, returned the paper unopened, and refufed to hear

one circumftance of his complaint; fo that, far from be-

ing redrefled, he remained more than ever expofed to the

tyranny of his oppreflbr : Nay, fo notorious is the dif-

couragement of all thofe who prefume to live independent
of court favour and connections, that one of the gentle-

men, whofe friendfhip Peregrine cultivated, frankly own-
ed he was in pofleflion of a molt romantic place in one of

the provinces, and deeply enamoured of a country life ;

and yet he durft not refide upon his own eftate, left, by
flackening in his attendance upon the great, who honour-

ed him with their protection, he fhould fall a prey to

fome rapacious intendant.

As for the common people, they are fo much inured to

the fcourge and infolence of power, that every fhabby
fubaltern, every beggarly cadet of the nobleffe, every low
retainer to the court, infults and injures them with im-

punity. A certain ecuyer, or horfe-dealer, belonging to

the king, being one day under the hands of a barber,
who happened to cut the head of a pimple on his face, he
ftarted up, and drawing his fword, wounded him def-

perately in the moulder. The poor tradefman, hurt as

he was, made an effort to retire, and was followed by
this barbarous afTaffin, who, not contented with the ven-

geance he had taken, plunged his fword a fecond time

into his body, and killed him on the fpot. Having per-
formed this inhuman exploit, he dreiTed himfelf with

great deliberation, and, going to Verfailles, immediately
obtained a pardon for what he had done ; triumphing in

his brutality with fuch infolence, that the very next time
he had occafion to be fhaved, he fat with his fword ready
drawn, in order to repeat the murder, in cafe the barber

mould commit the fame miftake. Yet fo tamed are thofe
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poor people to fubjection, that when Peregrine mentioned

this aflaffination to his own trimmer, with expreflions of

horror and deteftation, the infatuated wretch replied,
that without all doubt it was a misfortune, but it pro-
ceeded from the gentleman's paffion j and obferved, by

way of encomium on the government, that fuch vivacity
is never punifhed in France.

A few days after this outrage was committed, our

youth, who was a profeffed enemy to all opprefiion, be-

ing in one of the firft loges at the comedy, was eye-wit-
nefs of an adventure, which filled him with indignation :

A tali ferocious fellow, in the parterre, without the lead

provocation, but prompted by the mere wantonnefs of

pride, took hold of the hat of a very decent young man,
who happened to ftand before him, and twirled it round

upon his head. The party thus offended turned to the

aggreffor, and civilly afked the reafon of fuch treatment,
but he received no anfwer ; and when he looked the

other way, the infuJt was repeated : Upon which he ex-

preffed his refentment as became a man of fpirit, and de-

iired the offender to walk out with him. ISio foonor did

lie thus Ggnify his intention, than his adverfary, fwelling
with rage, cocked his hat fiercely in his face, and, fixing
his hands in his. fides, pronounced with the moil imperi-
ous tone,

" Hark ye, Mr. Round Periwig, you mult
know that I am a moufquetaire." Scarce had this awful

word efcaped from his lips, when the blood forfook the

lips of the poor challenger, who, with the molt abject

fubmiffion, begged pardon for his prefumption, and with

difficulty obtained it, on condition that he fhould imme-

diately quit the place. Having thus exercifed his autho-

rity, he turned to one of his companions, and, with an

air of difdainful ridicule, told him he was like to have

had an affair with a Bourgeois ; adding, by way of

heightening the irony,
"

Egad ! I believe he's a phy-
fician."

Our hero was fo much fhocked and irritated at this li-

centious behaviour, that he could not fupprefs his refent-

ment, which he manifefied, by faying to this Hetor,
"

Sir, a phyfician may be a man of honour." To this

remonftrance, which was delivered with a very fignificant

countenance, the moufquetaire made no other reply, but
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that of echoing his afiertion with a loud laugh, in which
he was joined by his confederates. Peregrine, glowing
with refentment, called him a Fanfaron, and withdrew in

expectation of being followed into the ftreet. The other

underftood the hint, and a rencounter muft have enfued,
had not the officer of the guard, who overheard what

pafled, prevented their meeting, by putting the moufque-
taire immediately under arreft. Our young gentleman
waited at the door of the parterre, until he was informed

of this interpofition, and then went home very much

chagrined at his difappointment ; for he was an utter

ftranger to fear and diffidence on thofe occafions, and had
fet his heart upon chaitifing the infolence of -this bully,
who had treated him with iuch difrefpect.

This adventure was not fo private but that it reached

the ears of Mr. Jolter, by the canal of fome Englifh gen-
tlemen who were prefent when it happened ; and the

governor, who entertained a moft dreadful idea of the

moufquetaires, being alarmed at a quarrel, the confe-

quence of which might be fatal to his charge, waited on
the Britifh ambafiador, and begged he would take Pere-

grine under his immediate protection. His Excellency,

having heard the circumftances of the difpute, fent one
of his gentlemen to invite the youth to dinner , and, after

having aflured him that he might depend upon his coun-

tenance and regard, reprefented the rafhnefs and impetu-

ofity of his conduct fo much to his conviction, that he

promifed to act more circumfpectly for the future, and

drop all thoughts of the moufquetaire from that mo-
ment.

A few days after he had taken this laudable refolution,

Pipes, who had carried a biliet to his miftrefs, informed

him that he had perceived a laced hat lying upon a marble

flab in her apartment ; and that, when fhe came out of

her own chamber to receive the letter, fhe appeared in

manifeft diforder.

From thefe hints of intelligence, our young gentleman

fufpected, or rather made no doubt of her infidelity ; and,

being by this time well nigh cloyed with poflemon, was
not forry to find that fhe had given him caufe to renounce

her correfpondence. That he might therefore detect her

in the very breach of dutv, and, at the fame time, punifh
Vol. II. P
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the gallant who had the prefumption to invade his tern*

tones, he concerted with himfelf a plan, which was ex-

ecuted in this manner : During his next interview with

his dulcinea, far from difcovering the lead fign of jea-

loufy or difcontent, he affected the appearance of extra-

ordinary fondnefs ; and, after having fpent the afternoon

with the fliow of uncommon fatisfa&ion, told her he was

engaged in a party for Fountainbleau, and would fet out

from Paris that fame evening ; fo that he fbould not have

the pleafure of feeing her again for fome days.
The lady, who was very well verfed in the arts of her

occupation, pretended to receive this piece of news with

great affli^ion, and conjured him, with fuch marks of

real tendernefs, to return as foon as poffible to her longing
arms, that he went away almoft convinced of her fince-

rity. Determined, however, to profecute his fcheme, he

actually departed from Paris with two or three gentlemen
of his acquaintance, who had hired a remife for a jaunt to

Verfailles j and, having accompanied them as far as the

village of Paffe, returned in the dufk of the evening on
foot.

* He waited patiently till midnight, and then arming
himfelf with a cafe of pocket piltols, and attended by
truily Tom, wnth a cudgel in his hand, repaired to the

lodgings of his fufpecled inamorata. Having given Pipes
his cue, he knocked gently at the door, which was no
fooner opened by the lacquey, than he bolted in, before

the fellow could recollect himfelf from the confufion oc-

'cafioned by his unexpected appearance ; and, leaving Tom
to guard the door, ordered the trembling Valet to light
him up (lairs into his lady's apartment. The firft objecT:
that prefented itfelf to his view, when he entered the an-

tichamber, was a fword upon the table, which he imme-

diately feized, exclaiming in a loud and menacing voice,

that his miftrefs was falfe, and then in bed with another

gallant, whom he would inftantly put to death. This

declaration, confirmed by many terrible oaths, he calcu-

lated for the hearing of his rival, who, understanding his

fanguinary purpofe, (\arted up in great trepidation, and,
naked as he was, dropped from the balcony into the ftreet,

while Peregrine thundered at the door for admittance ;

and guefiing his defign, gave him an opportunity of mak-
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ing this precipitate retreat. Pipes, who flood centinel at

the door, obferving the fugitive defcend, attacked him
with his cudgel, and fweating him from one end of the

ftreet to the other, at laft committed him to the guet, by
whom he was conveyed to the officer on duty in a moil

difgraceful and deplorable condition.

Meanwhile, Peregrine having burft open the chamber

door, found the lady in the utmofl dread and confirma-

tion, and the fpoils of her favourite fcattered about the

room ; but his refentment was doubly gratified, when he
learnt upon inquiry, that the perfon who had been fo

difagreeably interrupted was no other than that individual

moufquetaire, with whom he had quarrelled at the come-

dy. He upbraided the nymph with her perfidy and in-

gratitude, and, telling her that fhe mult not expedl the

continuance of his regard, or the appointments which fhe

had hitherto enjoyed from his bounty, went home to hi*

own lodgings, overjoyed at the iflue of the adventure.

The foldier, exafperated at the difgrace he had under-

gone, as well as at the outrageous infult of the Englifh
valet, whom he believed his mailer had tutored for that

purpofe, no fooner extricated himfelf from the opprobri-
ous fituation he had incurred, than, breathing vengeance

againil the author of the affront, he came to Peregrine's

apartment, and demanded fatisfadlion upon the ramparts
next morning before fun-rife. Our hero allured him, he
would not fail to pay his refpels to him at the time and

place appointed ; and, forefeeing that he might be pre-
vented from keeping this engagement by the officious care

of his governor, who faw the moufquetaire come in, he
told Mr. Jolter, that the Frenchman had vifited him in

confequence of an order he had received from his fupe-
riors, to make an apology for his rude behaviour to him
in the playhoufe, and that they had parted good friends.

This aifurance, together with Pickle's very tranquil aftid

unconcerned behaviour through the day, quieted the ter-

rors which had begun to take pofleffion of his tutor's

imagination ; fo that the youth had an opportunity of giv-

ing him the flip at night, when he betook himfelf to the

lodgings of a friend, whom he engaged as his fecond,
and with whom he immediately took the field, in order to

Pij
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avoid the fearch which Jolter, upon miffing him, might
fet on foot.

This was a necefiary precaution ; for, as he did not

appear at fuppcr, and Pipes, who ufually
attended him in

his excurfions, could give no account of his motions, the

governor was dreadfully alarmed at his abfence, and or-

dered his man to run in quell of his mafter to all the

places which he ufed to frequent, while he himfelf went
to the commifTaire, and, communicating his fufpicions,
was accommodated with a party of the horfe-guards, who

patrolled round all the environs of the city, with a view

of preventing the rencounter. Pipes might have directed

them to the lady, by whofe information they could have

learnt the name and lodging of the moufquetaire, and, if

he had been apprehended, the duel would not have hap-

pened j but he did not choofe to run the rifk of difoblig-

ing his mafter, by intermeddling in the afFair, and was
moreover very defirous that the Frenchman fhould be

humbled ; for he never doubted that Peregrine was more
than a match for any two men in France. In this confi-

dence, therefore, he fought his mafter with great diligence,
not with a view of difappointing his intention, but in or-

der to attend him to the battle, that he might (land by
him, and fee juftice done.

While this inquiry was carried on, our hero and his

companion concealed themfelves among fome weeds that

grew on the edge of the parapet, a few yards from the

fpot where he had agreed to meet the moufquetaire ; and
fcarce had the morning rendered objects diftinguifhable,
when they perceived their men advancing boldly to the

place. Peregrine, feeing them approach, fprung forward
to the ground, that he might have the glory of anticipat-

ing his antagonift ; and, fwords being drawn, all four

were engaged in a twinkling. Pickle's eagernefs had well

ni^h coft him his life ; for, without minding his footing,
he flew diredtly to his oppofite, and, {tumbling over a

ftone, was wounded on one fide of his head, before he
could recover his attitude. Far from being difpirited at

this check, it ferved only to animate him the more : Be-

ing endowed with uncommon agility, he retrieved his

pofture in a moment, and, having parried a fecond thruft^
returned the longe with fuch incredible fpeed, that the
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foldier had not time to refume his guard, but was imme-

diately run through the bend of his right arm, and, the

fword dropping out of his hand, our hero's victory was

complete.
. Having defpatched his own bufinefs, and received the

acknowledgment of his adverfary, who, with a look of

infinite mortification, obferved, that his was the fortune

of the day, he ran to part the feconds, juft as the weapon
was twilled out of his companion's hand ; upon which
he took his place, and, in all likelihood, an obftinate dis-

pute would have enfued, had they not been interrupted

by the guard, at fight of whom the two Frenchmen

fcampered ofF. Our young gentleman and his friend al-

lowed themfelves to be taken prifoners by the detachment
which had been fent out for that purpofe^ and were car-

ried before the magistrate, who, having fharply repri-
manded them for prefuming to at in contempt of the

laws, fet them at liberty, in confideration of their being

ftrangers, cautioning them, at the fame time, to beware
of fuch exploits for the future.

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings, Pipes,

feeing the blood trickling down upon his mailer's neck-

cloth and folitaire, gave evident tokens of furprife and

concern, not for the confequences of the wound, which
he did not fuppofe dangerous, but for the glory of Old

England, which he was afraid had fuffered in the engage-
ment ; for he could not help faying, with an air of cha-

grin, as he followed the youth into his chamber,
" I do

fuppofe as how you gave that lubberly Frenchman as good
as he brought."

CHAPTER XLI.

Mr. Joker threatens to leave him on account of his mifconducl, which
he promifes to rectify ; but his refolution is defeated by the impetuo-
fity of his paflions. He meets accidentally with Mrs. Hornbeck, who
elopes with him from her hufband, but is reflored by the interpofltion
of the Britilh ambafiador.

X hough Mr. Joker was extremely well pleafed at the

fafety of his pupil, he could not forgive him for the ter-

ror and anxiety he had undergone on his account ; and
P iii
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roundly told him, that, notwithflanding the inclination

and attachment he had to his perfon, he would immedi-

ately depart for England, if ever he fhould hear of his

being involved in fuch another adventure ; for it could

not be expected that he would facrifice his own quiet to

an unrequited regard for one who feemed determined to

keep him in continued uneafinefs and apprehenfion.
To this declaration Pickle made anfwer, that Mr. Jol-

ter, by this time, ought to be convinced of the attention

he had always paid to his eafe and fatisfaetion ; fince he
well knew, that he had ever looked upon him in the light
of a friend, rather than as a counfellor or tutor, and d<*-

fired his company in France, with a view of promoting
his intereft, not for any emolument he could expeCt fromi

his inftruCtion. This being the cafe, he was at liberty to

confult his own inclinations, with regard to going or {lay-

ing ; though he could not help owning himfelf obliged

by the concern he exprefTed for his fafety, and would en-

deavour, for his own fake, to avoid giving him any caufe

of difturbance in time to come.

No man was more capable of moralizing upon Pere-

grine's mifconduct than himfelf ; his reflections were ex-

tremely juft and fagacious, and attended with no other dis-

advantage but that of occurring too late. He projected a

thoufand falutary fchemes of deportment, but, like other

projectors, he never had intereft enough with the mini-

itry of his paffions to bring any one of them to bear. He
had, in the heyday of his gallantry, received a letter from
his friend Gauntlet, with a kind poftfcript from his charm-

ing Emilia
; but it arrived at a very unfeafonable junc-

ture, when his imagination was engrofled by conquefts
that more agreeably flattered his ambition ;

fo that he
could not find leifure and inclination, from that day, to

honour the correfpondence which he himfelf had foiicit-

ed. His vanity had, by this time, difapproved of the en-

gagement he had contracted in the rawnefs and inexperi-
ence of youth , fuggeiting, that he was born to make fuch

an important figure in life as ought toraifehis ideas above

the confideration of any fuch middling connections, and
fix his attention upon objects of the molt fublime attrac-

tion. Thefe dictates of ridiculous pride had almoft ef-

faced the remembrance of his amiable miftrefs, or at leaft
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fo far warped his morals and integrity, that he actually

began to conceive hopes of her altogether unworthy of

his own character and her deferts.

Meanwhile, being deftitute of a toy for the dalliance

of his idle hours, he employed feveral fpies,
and almoit

every day made a tour of the public places in perfon,
with a view of procuring intelligence of Mr. Hornbeck,
with whofe wife he longed to have another interview. In

this courfe of expectation had he exercifed himfelf a whole

fortnight, when, chancing to be at the hofpital of inva-

lids, with a gentleman lately arrived from England, he

no fooner entered the church, than he perceived this la-

dy, attended by her fpoufe, who, at fight of our hero,

changed colour, and looked another way,, in order to dil-

courage any communication between them. But the

voung man, who was not fo eafily repulfed, advanced
with great affurance to his fellow-traveller, and, taking
him by the hand, expreffed his fatisfattion at this unex-

pected meeting, kindly upbraiding him for his precipi-

tate retreat from Chantilly. Before Hornbeck could

make any reply, he went up to his wife, whom he com-

plimented in the fame manner, afiuring her, with fome

fignificant glances, he was extremely mortified that (lie

had put it out of his power to pay his refpets to her on

his firft arrival at Paris ; and then, turning to her huf-

band, who thought proper to keep clofe to him in this

conference, begged to know where he could have the ho-

nour of waiting upon him , obferving, at the fame time,

that he himfelf lived a TAcademie de Palfrenier.

Mr. Hornbeck, without making any apology for his

elopement on the road, thanked Mr. Pickle for his com-

plaifance in a very cool and difobliging manner, faying,

that, as he intended to fhift his lodgings in a day or two,
he could not expect the pleafure of feeing him until he

-mould be fettled, when he would call at the academy,
and conduit him to his new habitation.

Pickle, who was not unacquainted with the fentiments

of this jealous gentleman, did not put much confidence

in his promife, and therefore made divers efforts to en-

joy a little private converfation with his wife ;
but he was

baffled in all his attempts by the indefatigable vigilance of

iier keeper, and reaped no other immediate pleafure from

Piiij
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this accidental meeting than that of a kind fqueeze while

he handed her into the coach. However, as he had been

witnefs to fome inftances of her invention, and was no

ftranger to the favourable difpofition of her heart, he en-

tertained forne faint hopes of profiting by her underitand-

ing, and was not deceived in his expectations ; for, the

very next afternoon, a Savoyard called at the academy,
and put the following billet in his hand :

" Coind Sur,
" Heaving the playfure of meating with you at the of-

fpital of anvilheads, I take this lubbertea of latin you know,
that I lotch at the Hottail de May cong dangle rouy Dog-
houfeten, with two poftis at the gait, naytheir of um ve-

ry hole, ware I fhall be at the windore, if in kais you will

be ib good as to pafs that way at ficks a cloak in the

heavening, when Mr. Hornbeck goes to the Calf hay de

Contea. Prey for the loaf of Geefus keep this from the

nolegs of my hufsban, ells he will make me leed a hell

upon urth. Being all from, deer Sur,
" Your mod umbeli fervan wile

" Deborah Hornbeck."

Our young gentleman was ravifhed at the receipt of

this elegant epiftle, which was directed A Monfr Monfr

Pickhell, a la Gaddamme de Paul Freny, and did not fail

to obey the fummons at the hour of affignation ; when
the lady, true to her appointment, beckoned him up Hairs,

and he had the good fortune to be admitted unfeen.

After the firft tranfports of their mutual joy at meet-

ing, fhe told him that her hufband had been very furly
and crofs ever fince the adventure at Chantilly, which he
had not yet digefted ; that he had laid fcvere injunctions

upon her to avoid all commerce with Pickle, and even

threatened to fhut her up in a convent for life, if ever fhe

fhould difcover the leail inclination to renew that acquaint-
ance ; that fhe had been cooped up in her chamber fince

her arrival at Paris, without being permitted to fee the

place, or indeed any company, except that of her land-

lady, whofe languzge fhe did not underftand ; fo that,

her fpirit being broke, and her health impaired, he was

prevailed upon, fome days ago, to indulge her in a few
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airings, during which (he had feen the gardens of the

Luxembourg, the Thuilleries, and Palais Royal, though
at thofe times when there was no company in the walks ;

and that it was in one of thofe excurfions fhe had the hap-

pinefs of meeting with him. Finally, fhe gave him to

understand, that, ratlier than continue longer under fuch

confinement, with tire man whom (he could not love, (he

would inftantly give him the
flip, and put herfelf under

the protection of her lover.

Rafh and unthinking as this declaration might be, the

young gentleman was fo much of a gallant, that he would
not baulk the lady's inclinations, and too infatuated by
his paihon to forefee the con.fcquences of fuch a danger-
ous flep. He therefore, without hefitation, embraced
the pjopofal, and, the coaft being clear, they fallied into

the ftreet, where Peregrine called a fiacre, and ordered
the coachman to drive them to a tavern : But, knowing
it would not be in his power to conceal her from the

fearch of the lieutenant de police, if fhe fhould remain

within the walls of Paris, he hired a remife, and carried

her that fame evening to Villejuif, about four leagues
from town, where he flaid with her all night ; and, hav-

ing boarded her on a genteel penfion, and fettled the eco-

nomy of his future vifits, returned next day to his own

lodgings.
While he thus enjoyed his fuccefs, her hufband endur-

ed the tortures of the damned. When he returned from
the coffeehoufe, and underftood that his wife had eloped,
without being perceived by any perfon in the family, he

began to rave and foam with rage and jealoufy, and, in the

fury of diftra&ion, accufed the landladyof being an accom-

plice in her efcape, threatening to complain of her to the

commiflaire. The woman could not conceive how Mrs.

Hornbeck, who fhe knew was an utter ftranger to the

French language, and kept no fort of company, could

elude the caution of her hufband, and find any refuge in

a place where fhe had no acquaintance ; and began to

fufpecr. the lodger's emotion was no other than an affect-

ed pafiion to conceal his own practices upon his wife,
who had perhaps fallen a facrifice to his jealous difpofi-
tion. She therefore fpared him the trouble of putting
bis menaces into execution, by going to the magiftrate
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without any farther deliberation, and giving an account

of what (he knew concerning this myiterious affair, with

certain infinuations againft Hornbeck's character, which
fhe reprefented as peevifh and capricious to the lad de-

gree.
"While (he thus anticipated the purpofe of the plaintifT,

her information was interrupted by the arrival of the par-

ty himfelf, who exhibited his complaint with fuch evi-

dent marks of perturbation, anger, and impatience, that

the commiffaire could eafily perceive that he had no fhare

in the difappearance of his wife , and directed him to the

lieutenant de police, whofe province it is to take cogni-
zance of fuch occurrences. This gentleman, who pre-
fides over the city of Paris, having heard the particulars
of Hornbeck's misfortune, afked if he fufpe&ed any in-

dividual perfon as the feducer of his yoke-fellow j and,
when he mentioned Peregrine as the object of his fufpi-

cion, granted a warrant, and a detachment of foldiers, to

iearch for and retrieve the fugitive.

The hufband condu&ed them immediately to the aca-

demy, where our hero lodged, and having rummaged the

wl'ole place, to the aftonifhment of Mr. Jolter, without

finding either his wife or the fuppofed ravilher, accom-

panied them to all the public houfes in the Fauxbourg ;

which having examined alfo without fuccefs, he return-

ed to the magiltrate in a ftate of defpair, and obtained a

promife of his making fuch an effectual inquiry, that, in

three days, he mould have an account of her, provided
fhe was alive, and within the walls of Paris,

Our adventurer, who had forefeen all this difturbance,
was not at all furprifed when Tris governor told him what
had happened ; and conjured him to reflore the woman
to the right owner, with many pathetic remonftrances

touching the heinous fin of adultery, the diffraction of

the unfortunate hufband, and the danger of incurring
the refentment of an arbitrary government, which, upon
application being made, would not fail of efpoufing the

caufe of the injured. He denied, with great effrontery,
that he had the lead concern in the matter, pretended to

lefent the deportment of Hornbeck, whom he threatened

to chaltife for his fcandalous lufpicion, and expreffed his

difpleafure at the credulity cf Jolter, who feemed to doubt

the veracity of his affeveration.
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Notwithftanding this confident behaviour, Jolter could

not help entertaining doubts of his fincerity ; and, vi-

riting the difconfolate fwain, begged he would, for the

honour of his country, as well as for the fake of his own

reputation, difcontinue his addreffes to the lieutenant de

police, and apply to the Britifh ambaffador, who, by dint

of friendly admonitions, would certainly prevail upon Mr.
Pickle to do him all the juftice in his power, if he was

really the author of the injury he had fullained. The

governor urged this advice with the appearance of fo

much fympathy and concern, promifing to co-operate
with all his influence in his behalf, that Hornbeck em-
braced the propofal, communicated his purpofe to the

magiflrate, who commended the refolution as the moft

decent and deiirable expedient he could ufe, and then

waited upon his excellency, who readily efpoufed his

caufe, and, fending for the young gentleman that fame

evening, read him fuch a lecture in private, as extorted

a confefhon of the whole affair. Not that he affailed him
with four and fupercilious maxims, or fevere rebuke, be-

caufe he had penetration enough to difcern that Pere-

grine's difpofition was impregnable to all fuch attacks ;

but he firft of all rallied him upon his intriguing genius,

then, in an humourous manner, defcribed the diitra&ion

of the poor cuckold, who, he owned, was jultly punifhed
for the abfurdity of his conduct ; and, laftly, upon the

fuppofition that it would be no great effort in Pickle to

part with fuch a conquelt, efpecially after it had been for

ibme time poffeffed. He reprefented the^ neceffity and

expediency of reftoring her, not only out of regard to

his own character, and that of his nation, but alfo with

a view to his eafe, which would in a little time be very
much invaded by fuch an encumbrance, that in all pro-

bability would involve him in a thoufand difficulties and

difgufts. Befides, he affured him, that he Was already,

by order of the lieutenant de police, furrounded with

fpies, who would watch all his motions, and immediately
difcover the retreat in which he had difpofed of his prize.
Thefe argument's, and the frank familiar manner in which

they were delivered, but} above all, the laft confideration,
induced the young gentleman to difclofe the whole of. his

proceedings to the ambaflador, and promifed to be go-

3
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veroed by his direction, provided die lady fhould not fuf-

fer for the ftep fhe had taken, but be received by her

hufband with due reverence and refpedt. Thefe ftipula-

tions being agreed to, he undertook to produce her in eight
and forty hours ; and, taking coach immediately, drove to

the place of her refidence, where he fpent a whole day and

a night in convincing her of the impoflibility of their en-

joying each other in that manner. Then, returning to

Paris, he delivered her into the hands of the ambaflador,

who, having aflured her that fhe might depend upon his

friendfhip and protection, in cafe fhe fhould find herfelf

aggrieved by the jealous temper of Mr. Hornbeck, reftor-

ed her to her legitimate lord, whom he counselled to ex-

empt her from that reflraint which in all probability had

been the caufe of her elopement, and endeavour to con-

ciliate her affe&ion by tender and refpe&ful ufage.
The hufband behaved with great humility and com-

pliance, protefling that his chief ftudy fhould be to con-

trive parties for her pleafure and fatisfaction. But no
fooner did he regain pofTeflion of his flray-fheep, than he

locked her up more clofely than ever ; and, after having
revolved various fchemes for her reformation, determined

to board her in a convent, under the infpetion of a pru-
dent abbefs, who fhould fuperintend her morals, and re-

cal her to the paths of virtue, which fhe had forfaken.

With this view he confulted an Englifh prieft of his ac-

quaintance, who advifed him to fettle her in a monaftery
at Lifle, that fhe might be as far as poffible from the ma-
chinations of her lover ; and gave him a letter of recom-

mendation to the fuperior of a certain convent in that

place, for which Mr. Hornbeck fet out in a few days
with his troublefome charge.

CHAPTER XL1I.

Peregrine refolvcs to return to England ; is diverted with the odd cha-

racters of two of hi6 countrymen, with whom he contracts an ac-

quaintance iD the apartments of the Palais Royal.

In the mean time, our hero received a letter from his

aunt, importing that the commodore was in a very de-
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dining way, and longed much to fee him at the garrifon j

and, at the fame time, he heard from his filter, who gave
him to underftand, that the young gentleman who had

for fome time made his addreffes to her, was become very

prefling in his folicitations ; fo that (he wanted to know
in what manner fhe fhould anfwer his repeated entreaties.

Thefe two considerations determined the young gentleman
to return to his native country, a refolution that was far

from being difagreeable to Jolter, who knew that the in-

cumbent on a living which was in the gift of Trunnion,
was extremely old, and that it would be his intereft to be

upon the fpot at the laid incumbent's deceafe.

Peregrine, who had refided about fifteen months in

France, thought he was now fufficiently qualified for

eclipfing moft of his cotemporaries in England, and there-

fore prepared for his departure with infinite alacrity, be-

ing moreover inflamed with the moft ardent defire of re-

volting his friends, and renewing his connections, parti-

cularly with Emilia, whofe heart he, by this time, thought
he was able to reduce on his own terms.

As he propofed to make the tour of Flanders and Hol-
land in his return to England, he refolred to ftay at Paris

a week or two after his affairs were fettled, in hope of

finding fome agreeable companion difpofed for the fame

journey, and, in order to refrefh his memory, made a.

fecond circuit round all the places in that capital, where

any curious production of art is to be feen. In the courfe

of this fecond examination, he chanced to enter the Pa-
lais Royal, juft as two gentlemen alighted from a fiacre

at the gate, and all three being admitted at the fame time,
he foon perceived that the ftrangers were of his own

Country. One of them was a young man, in whofe air

and countenance appeared all the uncouth gravity and

fupercilious felf-conceit of a phyfician piping hot from
his ftudies j while the other, to whom his companion
fpoke by the appellation of Mr. Pallet, difplayed at firft

fight a itrange compofition of levity and aflurance. In-

deed their characters, drefs, and addrefs, were ftrongly
contraited : The doctor wore a fuit of black, and a huge
tie wig, neither fuitable to his own age, nor the fafhion

of the country where he then lived ; whereas the other,

though feemingly turned of fifty, ftrutted in a gay fum-
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mer drefs of the Parifian cut, with a bag to his own

gray hair, and a red feather in his hat, which he carried

under his arm. As thefe figures feemed to promife fome-

thing entertaining, Pickle entered into converfation with

them immediately, and foon difcovered that the old gen-
tleman was a painter from London, who had ftole a fort-

night from his occupation, in order to vifit the remark-

able paintings of France and Flanders ; and that the doc-

tor had taken the opportunity of accompanying him in

his tour. Being extremely talkative, he not only com-
municated thefe particulars to our hero in a very few mi-

nutes after their meeting, but alfo took occafion to whif-

per in his ear, that his fellow-traveller was a man of vaft

learning, and, beyond all doubt, the greateft poet of the

age. As for himfelf, he was under no neceflity of making
his own eulogium ; for he foon gave fuch fpecimens of

his tafte and talents, as left Pickle no room to doubt of

his capacity.
While they flood confidering the pictures in one of

the firft apartments, which are by no means the molt

mafterly compofitions, the Swifs, who fets up for a con-

noifleur, looking at a certain piece, pronounced the word

Magnifiquc ! with a note of admiration ; upon which Mr.

Pallet, who was not at all a critic in the French language,

replied with great vivacity,
"
Mamifacy you mean, and

a very indifferent piece of manufacture it is ; pray, gen-
tlemen, take notice, there is no keeping in thofe heads

upon the back ground, nor no relief in the principal fi-

gure : Then you'll obferve the fhadings are harfh to the

lafl degree ; and come a little clofer this way don't

you perceive that the fore-fhortening of that arm is mon-
ftrous agad, Sir, there is an abfolute fracture in the

limb Doctor, you underfland anatomy ; don't you think

that mufcle evidently mifplaced ? Hark ye, Mr. what d'ye
call um (turning to the attendant), what is the name of

the dauber who painted that miferable performance ?"

The Swifs, imagining that he was all this time expreffing
his fatisfaction, fanctioned his fuppofed commendation,

by exclaiming fans prix.
"
Right (cried Pallet), I could

not recollect his name, though his manner is quite fami-

liar to me. We have a few pieces in England done by
that fame Sangpree ; but there they are in no eftimation j
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we have more tafte among us, than tOvrelifh the produc-
tions of fuch a miferable gout. A'n't he an ignorant cox-

comb, Doctor?" The phyfician, afhamcd of his com-

panion's blunder, thought it was neceffary, for the ho-

nour of his own character, to take notice of it before

the ftranger, and therefore anfwered his queftion, by re-

peating this line from Horace,

Mutato nomine, dc te fabula narratur.

The painter, who was rather more ignorant of Latin

than of French, taking it for granted that this quotation
of his friend conveyed an affent to his opinion,

"
Very

true (faid he), Potatoe doming date. This piece is not worth
a fingle potatoe." Peregrine was aftonifhed at this fur-

prifing perverfion of the words and meaning of a Latin

line, which, at firft, he could not help thinking was a

premeditated joke ; but, upon fecond thoughts, he faw
no reafon to doubt that it was the extemporaneous effect

of fheer pertnefs and ignorance, at which he broke out

into an immoderate fit of laughter. Pallet, believing that

the gentleman's mirth was occafioned by his arch ani-

madverfion upon the works of Sangpree, underwent the

fame emotion in a much louder {train, and endeavoured

to heighten the jeft by more obfervations of the fame na-

ture ; while the doctor, confounded at his impudence
and want of knowledge, reprimanded him in thefe words
of Homer:

Siga me tis alios Achaion touton akoufe muthon.

This rebuke, the reader will eafily perceive, was not

calculated for the meridian of his friend's intellects, but

uttered with a view of railing his own character in the

opinion of Mr. Pickle, who retorted this parade of learn-

ing in three verfes from the fame author, being part of

the fpeech of Polydamas to Hector, importing that it is

impofiible for one man to excel in every thing. The felf-

fufficient phyfician, who did not expect fuch a repartee
from a youth of Peregrine's appearance, looked upon his

reply as a fair challenge, and inftantly rehearfed forty or

fifty lines of the Iliad in a breath. Obferving that the

ftranger made no effort to match this effufion, he inter-

preted his filence into fubmiflion j then, in order to af-
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certain his vi&ory, infulted him with divers fragments of*

authors, whom his fuppofed competitor did not even
know by name ; while Mr. Pallet flared with admiration
at the profound fcholarfhip of his companion. Our young
gentleman, far from repining at this fuperiority, laughed
within himfelf at the ridiculous ambition of the pedantic
doctor. He rated him in his own mind a3 a mere index-

hunter, who held the eel of fcience by the tail, and fore-

faw an infinite fund of diverfion in his folemnity and

pride, if properly extracted by means of his fellow-tra-

veller's vanity and afTurance. Prompted by thefe confi-

derations, he refolved to cultivate their acquaintance, and,
if poffible, amufe himfelf at their expence in his journey
through Flanders, understanding that they were deter-

mined upon the fame route. In this view he treated

them with extraordinary attention, and feemed to pay
particular deference to the remarks of the painter, who
with great intrepidity pronounced judgment upon every

picture in the palace, or, in other words, expofed his

own nakednefs, in every fentence that proceeded from
his mouth.
When they came to confider the Murder of the Inno-

cents, by Le Brun, the Swifs obferved, that it was un
beau morceau ; and Mr. Pallet replied,

"
Yes, yes, one

may fee with half an eye, that it can be the production
of no other ; for Bomorfo's flyle, both in colouring and

drapery, is altogether peculiar ; then his defign is tame,
and his expreflion antic and unnatural. Doctor, you
have feerf my Judgment of Solomon ; I think I may,
without prefumption but I don't choofe to make com-

parifons ,
I leave that odious tafk to other people, and

let my works fpeak for themfelves. France, to be fure,

is rich in the arts ; but what is the reafon ? The king

encourages men of genius with honour and rewards ;

whereas, in England, we are obliged to fland upon our

own feet, and combat the envy and malice of our bre-

thren Agad ! I have a good mind to come and fettle

here in Paris ; I fhould like to have an apartment in the

Louvre, with a fnug penfion of fo many thoufand livres."

In this manner did Pallet proceed with an eternal rota-

tion of tongue, floundering from one miftake to ano-

ther, until it was the turn of Pouffin's Seven Sacraments

2
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to be examined. Here again the Swifs, out of the abun-
dance of his zeal, exprefled his admiration, by faying
thefe pieces were unpayable ; when the painter, turning to

him with an air of exultation,
" Pardon me, friend, there

you happen to be mivtaken ; thefe are none of Impayable's,
but done by Nicholas Poufeen. I have feen prints of

them in England ; fo that none of your tricks upon tra-

vellers, Mr. Swifs, or Swafh, or what's your name." He
was very much elated by this imaginary triumph of his

underftanding, which animated him to perfevere in his

curious obfervations upon all the other pieces of that ce-

lebrated collection ; but perceiving that the doctor ma-
nifested no figns of pleafure and fatisfaction, but rather

beheld them with a filent air of difdain, he could not di-

gelt his indifference, and aficed, with a waggilh fneer, if

ever he had feen fuch a number of maiterpieees before ?

The phyfician, eyeing him with a look of compaffun,

mingled with contempt, obferved, that there was nothing
there which deferved the attention of any perfon acquaint-
ed with the ideas of the ancients ; and that the author of

the fined piece now in being was unworthy to clean the

brufhes of one of thofe great mailers who are celebrated

by the Greek and Roman writers. " O lud ! O lud \

(exclaimed the painter, with a loud laugh), you have

fairly brought yourfelf into a dilemma at lait, dear doctor j

for it is well known that your ancient Greek and Roman
artids knew nothing at all of the matter, in compavifon
with our modern mailers ; for this good reafon, becaufe

they had but three or four colours, and knew not how to

paint with oil : Befides, which of all your old fully Gre-
cians would- you put upon a footing with the divine Ra-

phael, the molt excellent Michael Angelo Bona Roti, the

graceful Guido, the bewitching Titian, and, above all

others, the fublime Rubens, the" He would have pro-
ceeded with a long catalogue of names which he had got

by heart for the purpofe, without retaining the lead idea

of their feveral qualifications, had not he been interrupted

by his friend, whole indignation being kindled by the ir-

reverence with which he mentioned the Greeks, he cal-

led him blafphemer, Goth, Boeotian, and, in his turn,
aficed with great vehemence which of thofe puny moderns
could match with Panamus of Athens, and his brother

VoLIL Q^
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Phidias, Polycletus of Sicyon, Polygnotus the Thrafian.

Parrhafius of Ephefus, furnamcd Abrodiaitos, or the Beau ,

and Apelles, the prince of painters ? He challenged him
to (how any portrait of theie days that could vie with the

Helen of Zeuxis the Heraclean, or any compofition equal
to the facrifice of Jphigenia, by Timanthes the Sicyonian ;

not to mention the twelve gods of Afclepiadorus the

Athenian, for which Mnafon, tyrant of Elatea, gave him
about three hundred pounds a-piece ; or Homer's hell, by
Nicias, who refufed fixty talents, amounting to upwards
of eleven thoufand pounds, and generoufly made a pre-
fent of it to his own country. He defired him to produce
a collection equal to that in the Temple of Delphos, men-
tioned in the Ion of Euripides, where Hercules and his

companion Iolaus are reprefented in the acl: of killing the

Lernaean hydra, with golden ficklcs, krufeais harpais y where

Uellerophon appears on his winged fteed, vanquifhing the

fire-breathing chimera, tan puripneonfan, and the War of

the Giants is defcribed here Jupiter ftands wielding the

red-hot thunderbolt, Keraunon amphipuron ; there Pallas,

dreadful to the view, Gorgopon t brandifheth her fpear

againft the huge Enceladus ; and Bacchus, with Header

ivy rods, defeats and flays the gas tehnon^ or mighty fon

of earth. The painter was aftoniihed and confounded at

this rhapfody of names and inltances, which was uttered

with furprifing eagernefs and rapidity, and fufpected at

firft that the whole was the creation of his own brain :

But when Pickle, with a view of flattering the doctor's

feif-conceit, efpoufed his fide of the queftion, and con-

firmed the truth of every thing he advanced, Mr. Pallet

changed his opinion, and in emphatic filence adored the

immenfity of his friend's underftanding. In fhort, Pere-

grine ealily perceived that they were falfe enthufiafts,

without the imalleft pretenfions to tafte and fenfibility,

and pretended to be in raptures with they knew not what,
the one thinking it was encumbent upon him to exprefs

tranfports on feeing the works of thofe who had been

moft eminenc in his profeflion, whether they did or did

not really raife his admiration j and the other, as a fcho-

lar, deeming it his duty to magnify the ancients above all

competition, with an affected fervour, which the know-

ledge of their excellencies never infpired. Indeed, our
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young gentleman fo fuccefsfully accommodated himfelf

to the difpofitions of each, that, long before their review-

was finifhed, he was become a particular favourite with

both.

From the Palais Royal he accompanied them to the

cloifters of the Carthufians, where they considered the

hiflory of St. Bruno, by Le Seur, whofe name being ut-

terly unknown to the painter, he gave judgment againfh
the whole compofition, as pitiful and paltry, though, in

the opinion of all good judges, it is a moft mafterly per-
formance.

Having fatisfied their curiofity in this place, Peregrine
aflced them to favour him with their company at dinner 5

but whether out of caution againll the infinuations of one
whofe character they did not know, or by reafon of a prior

engagement, they declined his invitation, on pretence of

having an appointment at a certain ordinary, though they

exprefled a defirc of being farther acquainted with him ;

and Mr. Pallet took the freedom of afking his name, which
he not only declared, but promifed, as they were ftrangers
in Paris, to wait upon them next day in the forenoon, in

order to conducl: them to the Hotel de Thouloufe, and the

houfes of feveral other noblemen, remarkable for paint-

ings or curious furniture. They thankfully embraced his

propofal, and that fame day made inquiry among the

Englifh gentlemen about the character of our hero, which

they found fo much to their Satisfaction, that, upon their

fecond meeting, they courted his good graces without re-

ferve ; and, as they had heard of his intended departure,

begged earneftly to have the honour of accompanying him

through the Low Countries. He allured them, that no-

thing could be more agreeable to him than the profpecT:
of having fuch fellow-travellers ; and they immediately

appointed a day for fetting out on that tour.

03
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CHAPTER XLIII.

He introduces his new friends to Mr. Joker, with whom the doiSior en-

ters into a diipute upon government, which had well nigh terminated

in open war.

.Meanwhile, he not only made them acquainted with

every thing worth feeing in town, but attended them in

their excurfions to all the king's houfes within a day's

journey of Paris ; and, in the courfe of thefe parties,

treated them with an elegant dinner at his own apart-

ments,' where a difpute arofe between the doctor and Mr.

Joker, which had well nigh terminated in an irreconcil-

able animofity. Thefe gentlemen, with an equal fhare of

pride, pedantry, and faturnine difpofition, were, by the

accidents of education and company, diametrically oppo-
fite in political maxims ; the one, as we have already ob-

ferved, being a bigotted high-churchman, and the other a

rank republican. It was an article of the governor's creed,

that the people could not be happy, nor the earth yield its

fruits in abundance, under a redacted clergy and limited

government ; whereas, in the doctor's opinion, it was an

eternal truth, that no conditution was lb perfect as the

democracy, and that no country could flourilh, but under

the adminillration of the mob.
Thefe confederations being premifed, no wonder that

they happened to difagree in the freedom of an unreferv-

ed converfation, efpecially as their entertainer took all op-

portunities of encouraging and inflaming the contention.

The firft fource of their difference was an unlucky re-

mark of the painter, who obferved that the partridge, of

which he was then eating, had the fined relifh of any he
had ever taded. His friend owned that the birds were
the bed of the kind he had fcen in France ; but affirmed

that they were neither fo plump nor delicious as thofe

that were caught in England. The governor, confider-

ing this obfervation as the efFer. of prejudice and inexpe-
rience, faid, with a farcadical fmile,

" I believe, Sir, you
are very well difpofed to find every thing here inferior to

the productions -of your own country."
"

True, Sir,

(anfwered the phyfician, with a certain folemnity of af-

pect), and not without good reafon, I hope."
" And
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pray (refumed the tutor), why may not the partridges of

France be as good as thofe of England V " For a very

plain reaibn '(replied the other), becaufe they are not fo

well fed. The iron hand of opprefiion is extended to all

animals within the French dominions, even to the beads
of the field and the fowls of the air. Kunejfin cionoifi

te

pqfi"
"
Egad ! (cried the painter) that is a truth not to

be controverted ; for my own part, I am none of your
tit-bits, one would think, but yet there's a frefhnefs in the

Engiith complexion, a ginfeekye, I think you call it, fo in-

viting to a hungry Frenchman, that I have caught feve-

ral in the very act of viewing me with an eye of extreme

appetite as I pafled ; and as for their curs, or rather their

wolves, whenever I fet eyes on one of 'em, Ah ! your
humble fervant, Mr. fon of a bitch ; I am upon my guard
in an inftant. The doctor can teftify that their very
horfes, or more properly their live carrion, that drew our

chaife, ufed to reach back their long necks, and fmeil at

us, as a couple of delicious morfels." This fally of Mr.

Pallet, which was received with a general laugh of ap-

probation, would, in all probability, have ftifled the dif-

pute in embryo, had not Mr. Jolter, with a felf-applaud-

ing fimper, ironically complimented the ftrangers on their

talking like true Engiifhmen. The doctor, affronted at

the insinuation, told him, with fome warmth, that he was
miftaken in his conjecture, his affections and ideas being
confined to no particular country ; for he confidered him-
felf as a citizen of the world. He owned himfelf more
attached to England than to any other kingdom, but this

preference was the effect of reflection, and not of preju-
dice ; becaufe the Britifh constitution approached nearer

than any other to that perfection of government, the de-

mocracy of Athens, which he hoped one day to fee re-

vived : He mentioned the death of Charles the Firft, and
the expulfion of his fon, with raptures of applaufe ; in-

veighed with great acrimony againft the kingly name ;

and, in order to flrengthen his opinion, repeated forty or

fifty lines from one of the Phiiippicks of Denjoithenc::.

Jolter, hearing him fpeak fo diireipectfully ofthc higher
powers, glowed with indignation. He faid his dectrines
were deteftable, and defhudive of ail right, order, ;m,[

fociety ; that monarchy was of divine institution, therc_

O iii
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foce indefeafible by any human power ; and, of confe-

quence, thofc events in the Englifh hiftory, which he had

fo liberally commended, were no other than flagrant in-

ftances of facrilege, perfidy, and fcdition ; that the de-

mocracy of Athens was a moil abfurd conftitution, pro-
ductive of anarchy and mifchief, which muft always hap-

pen when the government of a nation depends upon the

caprice of the ignorant hair-brained vulgar ; that it was
in the power of the mod profligate member of the com-

monwealth, provided he was endowed with eloquence, to

ruin the moft deferving, by a defperate exertion of his ta-

lents upon the populace, who had been often perfuaded to

act in the moft ungrateful and imprudent manner againft
the greater! patriots that their country had produced ;

and, finally, he averred, that the liberal arts and fciences

had never flourifhed fo much in a republic as under the

encouragement and protection of abfolute power ; wit-

nefs the Auguftan age, and the reign of Lewis the Four-

teenth ; nor was it to be fuppofed that genius and merit

could ever be fo amply recompenfed by the individuals,

or diftra&ed councils of a commonwealth, as by the ge-

nerofity and magnificence of one who had the whole trea-

fures at his own command.

Peregrine, who was pleafed to find the context, grow
warm, obferved that there feemed to be a good deal of

truth in what Mr. Jolter advanced \
and the painter,

whofe opinion began to waver, looked with a face of ex-

pectation at his friend, who, modelling his features into

an expreffion of exulting difdain, afktd of his antagonift,
if he did not think that very power of rewarding merit

enabled an abfolute prince to indulge himfelf in the moft

arbitrary licenfe over the lives and fortunes of his people?
Before the governor had time to anfwer this queflion,
Pallet broke forth into an exclamation of "

By the Lord !

that is certainly fact, egad ! that was a home-thruft, doc-

tor." When Mr. Jolter, chaftifing this fhallow intruder

with a contemptuous look, affirmed, that though fupreme
power furnifhed a good prince with the means of exert-

ing his virtues, it would not fupport a tyrant in the exer-

cii'e of cruelty and oppreffion ; becaufe in all nations the

genius of the people muft be confulted by their gover-
nors, and the burden proportioned to the fhoulders on
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which it is laid. "
Elfe, what follows ?" (faid the phyfi-

cian).
" The confequence is plain (replied the governor),

infurrection, revolt, and his own deftruction ; for it is not

to be fuppofed that the fubjects of any nation would be

fo abject and pufillanimous as to neglect the means which
Heaven had put in their power for their own preferva-
tion." "

Gadzooks, you're in the right, Sir (cried Pal-

let), that I grant you mull be confeffed ; Doctor, I'm

afraid we have got into the wrong box." This fon of

Psean, however, far from being of his friend's opinion,
obferved, with an air of triumph, that he would not only
demonftrate the fophiftry of the gentleman's laft allega-
tion by arguments and facts, but even confute him with
his own words. Jolter's eyes kindling at this prefump-
tuous declaration, he told his antagoniit, while his lip

quivered with refentment, that, if his arguments were no
better than his breeding, he was fure he would make

very few converts to his opinion ; and the doctor, with

all the infolence of triumph, advifed him to beware of

difputes for the future, until he Ihoukl have made him-

felf more mafter of his fubject.

Peregrine both wifhed and hoped to fee the difputants

proceed to arguments of more weight and conviction ;

and the painter, dreading the fame uTue, interpofed with
die ufual exclamation of " For God's fake, gentlemen !"

when the governor rofe from table in great dudgeon, and
left the room, muttering fome ejaculation, of which the

word coxcomb only could be diftinctly heard. The phy-
fician, being thus left mafter of the field of battle, was

complimented on his victory by Peregrine, and fo elevat-

ed by his fuccefs, that he declaimed a full hour on the

abfurdity of Jolter's propofition, and the beauty of the

democratic adminiftration ; canvaffed the whole fcheme
of Plato's republic, with many quotations from that ideal

author, touching the to kalon ; from thence he made a

tranfition to the moral fenfe of Shaftefbury, and con-
cluded his harangue with the grearelt part of that frothy
writer's rhapfody, which he repeated with all the violence

of enthufialtic agitation, to the unfpeakable fatisfaction of
his entertainer, and the unutterable admiration of Pallet,
who looked upon him as fomething fupernatural and di-

vine. So intoxicated was this vain young man with the

QJiij
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ironical praifes of Pickle, that he forthwith (hook off all

referve, and, having profeffed a friendfhip for our hero,
whofe tafte and learning he did not fail to extol, intimat-

ed, in plain terms, that he was the only perfon in thefe

latter ages who poffeffed that fublime genius, that portion
of the divinity of Ti Tkeion, which immortalized the Gre-

cian potts j
that as Pythagoras affirmed the fpirit of Eu-

phorbus had tranfmigrated into his body, he, the doctor,

was ftrangely poffeffed with the opinion that he himfelf

was infpired by the foul of Pindar ; becaufe, making al-

lowance for the difference of languages in which they

wrote, there was a furprifing affinity between his own
works and thofe of that celebrated Theban ; an J, as a

confirmation of this truth, he immediately produced a

fample of each, which, though in fpirit and verification

as different as the Odes of Horace and our prefent Poet

Laureat, Peregrine did not fcruple to pronour.ee altogether

congenial, notwithstanding the violence he by this fen-

tence offered to his own confeience, and a certain alarm

of his pride, that was weak enough to be duturbed by the

phyfician's ridiculous vanity and prefumptiou, which, not

contented with difplaying his importance in the world of

tafte and polite literature, manifefted itfelf in arrogating
certain material dilcoveries in the province of phyfic,
which could not fail to advance him to the higheit pin-
nacle of that profeffion, confidering the recommendation
of his other talents, together with a liberal fortune which
he inherited from his father.

CHAPTER XLIV.

The do&or prepares an entertainment in the manner nf the ancient?,
which is attended with divers ridiculous circumltdnces.

In a word, our young' gentleman, by his infinuating be-

haviour, acquired the full confidence of the doctor, who
invited him to an entertainment, which he intended to

prepare in the manner of the ancients. Pickle, (truck

with this idea, eagerly embraced the propofal, which he

honoured with many encomiums, as a plan in all refpects
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worthy of his genius and apprehenfion ; and the day was

appointed at fome diftance of time, that the treater might
have leifure to compofe certain pickles and confections,

which were not to be found among the culinary prepara-
tions of thefe degenerate days.
With a view of rendering the phyfician's tafte more

confpicuous, and extracting from it the more diver (ion,

Peregrine propofed that fome foreigners fhould partake of

the banquet ; and the talk being left to his care and dis-

cretion, he actually befpoke the company of a French

marquis, an Italian count, and a German baron, whom
he knew to be egregious coxcombs, and therefore more

likely to enhance the joy of the entertainment.

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he conducted

them to the hotel where the phyfician lodged, after hav-

ing regaled their expectations with an elegant meal in the

genuine old Roman tafte ; and they were received by Mr.

Pallet, who did the honours of the houfe, while his friend

fuperintended the cook below. By this communicative

painter, the gueits underitood that the doctor had met
with numerous difficulties in the execution of his defign ;

that no fewer than five cooks had been difmiffed, becaufe

they could not prevail upon their own confciences to obey
his directions in things that were contrary to the prefent

practice of their art ; and that although he had at laft en-

gaged a perfon, by an extraordinary premium, to comply
with his orders, the fellow was fo aiionifhed, mortified,
and incenfed at the commands he had received, that his

hair flood on end, and he begged, on his knees, to be re-

leafed from the agreement he had made ; but finding that

his employer infilled upon the performance of his con-

tract, and threatened to introduce him to the commif-

faire, if he fhould flinch from the bargain, he had, in the

difcharge of his office, wept, fung, curfed, and capered,
for two whole hours without intermiffion.

While the company liflened to this odd information,

by which they were prepofiefTed with flrange notions of

the dinner, their ears were invaded by a piteous voice,
that exclaimed in French,

" For the love of God ! dear

Sir ! for the paffion of Jefus Chrift ! fpare me the morti-

fication of the honey and oil !" Their ears itill vibrated

with the found, when the doctor entering, was by Pere-
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grine made acquainted with the ftrangers, to whom he,

in the tranfports of his wrath, could not help com-

plaining of the want of complaifance he had found in the

Parifian vulgar, by which his plan had been almoil en-

tirely ruined and fet afide. The French marquis, who

thought the honour of his nation was concerned at this

declaration, profefTed his forrow for what had happened,
fo contrary to the eftablifhed character of the people, and

undertook to fee the delinquents feverely punifhed, pro-
vided he could be informed of their names or places of

abode. The mutual compliments that paffed on this oc-

cafion were fcarce finifhed, when a fervant, coming into

the room, announced dinner ; and the entertainer led the

way into another apartment, where they found a long
table, or rather two boards joined together, and furnifhed

with a variety of dimes, the fleams of which had fuch

evident effect upon the nerves of the company, that the

marquis made frightful grimaces, under pretence of tak-

ing ihuff; the Italian's vyes watered, the German's vifage
underwent feveral diftortions of feature ; our hero found

means to exclude the odour from his fenfe of fmelling, by
breathing only through his mouth ; and the poor painter,

running into another room, plugged his noftrils with to-

bacco. The doclor himfelf, who was the only perfon
then prefent whofe organs were not difcompofed, point-

ing to a couple of couches placed on each fide of the

table, told his guefts that he was forry he could not pro-
cure the exat triclinia of the ancieuts, which were fome-

what different from thefe conveniencies, and defired they
would have the goodnefs to repofe themfelves without

ceremony, each in his refpedlive couchette, while he and

his friend Mr. Pallet would place themfelves upright at

the ends, that they might have the pleafure of ferving
thofe that lay along. This difpofition, of which the

ftrangers had no previous idea, difconcerted and perplex-
ed them in a mod ridiculous manner ; the marquis and

baron ftood bowing to each other, on pretence of c'ifput-

ing the lower feat, but in reality with a view of profiting

by the example of each other, for neither of them under-

ftood the manner in which they were to loll ; and Pere-

grine, who enjoyed their confufion, handed the count to

the other fiue, where, with the moft mifchievous polite-
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nefs, he infilled upon his taking pofieflion of the upper

place.
In this difagreeable and ludicrous fufpenfe, they con-

tinued acting a pantomime of gefticulations, until the

doctor earneftly entreated them to wave all compliment
and form, left the dinner {hould be fpoiled before the

ceremonial could be adjufted. Thus conjured, Peregrine
took the lower couch on the left-hand fide, laying him-
felf gently down, with his face towards the table. The

marquis, in imitation of this pattern (though he would
have much rather failed three days than run the rifk of

difcompofing his drefs by fuch an attitude), ftretched

himfelf upon the oppofite place, reclining upon his elbow
in a mod painful and awkward fituation, with his head

raifed above the end of the couch, that the economy of

his hair might not fufFer by the projection of his body.
The Italian, being a thin limber creature, planted himfelf

next to Pickle, without fuftaining any misfortune, but

that of his flocking being torn by a ragged nail of the

feat, as he raifed his legs on a level with the reft of his

limbs. But the baron, who was neither fo weildy nor

fupplc in his joints as his companions, flounced himfelf

down with fuch precipitation, that his feet, fuddenly tilt-

ing up, came in furious contact with the head of the

marquis, and demoliihed every curl in a twinkling,
while his own ikull, at the fame inftant, defcended upon
the fide of his couch with fuch violence, that his peri-

wig was llruck ofF, and the whole room filled with pul-
vilio.

The drollery of diftrefs that attended this difafter en-

tirely vanquiihed the affected gravity of our young gen-
tleman, who was obliged to fupprefs his laughter by cram-

ming his handkerchief in his mouth ; for the bareheaded

German aiked pardon with fuch ridiculous confufion, and
the marquis admitted his apology with fuch rueful com-

plaifance, as were fufheient to awake the mirth of a

Quietift.
This misfortune being repaired as well as the circum-

flances of the occafion would permit, and every one fet-

tled according to the arrangement already defcribed, the

doctor
gracioufly undertook to give fome account of the

diihes as they occurred, that the company might be di-
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redled in their choice ; and, with an air of infinite fatis-

faHon, thus began,
" This here, gentlemen, is a boiled

goofe, ferved up in a fauce compofed of pepper, lovage,

coriander, mint, rue, anchovies, and oil ! I wifh, for your
fakes, gentlemen, it was one of the geefe of Ferrara, fo

much celebrated among the ancients for the magnitude
of their livers, one of which is faid to have weighed up-
wards of two pounds ; with this food, exquifite as it was,
did the tyrant Heliogabulus regale his hounds. But I beg

pardon, I had almoil forgot the foup, which I hear is fo

necefTary an article at all tables in France. At each end

there are difhes of the falacacabia of the Romans ; one is

made of parfley, pennyroyal, cheefe, pine-tops, honey,

vinegar, brine, eggs, cucumbers, onions, and hen livers ;

the other is much the fame as the foup-maigre of this

country. Then there is a loin of boiled veal with fennel

and carraway feed, on a pottage compofed of pickle, oil,

honey, and flour, and a curious halhis of the lights, li-

ver, and blood of a hare, together with a dim of roafted

pigeons. Monfieur le Baron, (hall I help you to a plate
of this foup ?" The German, who did not at all diiap-

prove of the ingredients, aflented to the propolal, and
feemed to relifh the compofition ; while the marquis be-

ing aflced by the painter which of the filly-kickabys he

chofe, was, in confequence of his delire, accommodated
with a portion of the foup-maigre ; and the count, in

lieu of fpoon meat, of which he faid he was no great ad-

mirer, fupplied himfelf with a pigeon, therein conforming
to the choice of our young gentleman, whofe example he
determined to follow through the whole courfe of the en-

tertainment.

The Frenchman having fwallowed the firft fpoonful,
made a full paufe, his throat iwelled as if an egg had
{hick in his gullet, his eyes rolled, and his mouth under-
went a feries of involuntary contractions and dilatations.

Pallet, who looked ftedfaftly at this connoifTeur, with a

view of confulting his tafte, before he himfelf would
venture upon the foup, began to be difturbed at thefe e-

motions, and obferved, with fome concern, that the poor
gentleman feemed to be going into a fit ;

when Peregrine
aflured him, that thefe were fymptoms of ecftafy, and,
for further confirmation, afked the marquis how he found
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the foup. It was with infinite difficulty that his complais-
ance could fo far mafter his difguft, as to enable him to

anfwer,
"

Altogether excellent, upon my honour !" And
the painter being certified of his approbation, lifted the

fpoon to his mouth without fcruple ; but far from juftify-

ing the eulogium of his taller, when this precious com-

pofition diffufed itfelf upon his palate, he feemed to be

deprived of all fenfe and motion, and fat like the leaden

ilatue of fome river god, with the liquor flowing out at

both fides of his mouth.

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phenomenon,

earneftly inquired into the caufe of it ; and when Pallet

recovered his recollection, and fwore that he would ra-

ther fwallow porridge made of burning brimftone than

fuch an infernal mefs as that which he had tafted, the

phyfician, in his own vindication, affured the company,
that, except the ufual ingredients, he had mixed nothing
in the foup but fome fal-amoniac, inftead of the ancient

nitrum, which could not now be procured ; and appealed
to the marquis, whether fuch a fuccedaneum was not an

improvement on the whole. The unfortunate petit-

maitre, driven to the extremity of his condefcenfion, ac-

knowledged it to be a mafterly refinement ; and deeming
himfelf obliged, in point of honour, to evince his fenti-

ments by his pradtice, forced a few more mouthfuls of

this difagreeable potion down his throat, till his ftomach
was fo much offended, that he was compelled to ftart up
of a fudden ; and, in the hurry of his elevation, over-

turned his plate into the bofom of the baron. The emer-

gency of his occafions would not permit him to ftay and
make apologies for this abrupt behaviour ; fo that he flew

into another apartment, where Pickle found him puking,
and croffing himfelf with great devotion j and a chair, at

his defire, being brought to the door, he flipped into it

more dead than alive, conjuring his friend Pickie to make
his peace with the company, and in particular excufe

him to the baron, on account of the violent fit of illnefs

with which he had been feized. It was not without rea-

fon that he employed a mediator ; for when our hero re-

turned to the dining-room, the German ^ot up, and was
under the hands of his own lacquey, who wiped the

greefe from a rich embroidered waiftcoat, while he* aJU
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inoll frantic with his misfortune, damped upon the

ground, and in High Dutch curfed the unlucky banquet,
and the impertinent entertainer, who, all this time, with

great deliberation, confoled him for the difafter, by allur-

ing him, that the damage might be repaired with fome

oil of turpentine and a hot iron. Peregrine, who could

fcarce refrain from laughing in his face, appeafed his in-

dignation, by telling him how much the whole company,
and efpecially the marquis, was mortified at the accident;

and the unhappy falacacabia being removed, the places
were filled with two pyes, one of dormice liquored with

fyrup of white poppies, which the doctor had fubftituted

in the room of toaited poppy-feed, formerly eaten with

honey, as a defert ; and the other compofed of an hock

of pork baked in honey.
Pallet hearing the firft of thefe difhes defcribed, lifted

up his hands and eyes, and, with figns of loathing and

amazement, pronounced,
" A pye made of dormice and

fyrup of poppies : Lord in heaven ! what beaftly fellows

thole Romans were !" His friend checked him for his ir-

reverent exclamation with a fevere look, and recommend-
ed the veal, of which he himfelf cheerfully ate, with fuch

encomiums to the company, that the baron refolved to

imitate his example, after having called for a bumper of

Burgundy, which the phyfician, for his fake, wifhed to

have been the true wine of Falernum. The painter, fee-

*

ing nothing elfe upon the table which he would venture

to touch, made a merit of neceflity, and had recourle to

the veal alfo ; although he could not help faying, that he
would not give one ilice of the roaft beef of Old Eng-
land for all the dainties of a Roman emperors table.

But all the doctor's invitations and afl'urances could not

prevail upon his guelts to honour the haihis and the

goofe , and that courfe was fucceeded by another, in

which he told them were divers of thofe difhes, which,

among the ancients, had obtained the appellation of poli-

teleSy or magnificent.
" That which fmokes in the middle

(faid he) is a fow's ftomach, filled with a compofition of

minced poik, hog's brains, eggs, pepper, cloves, garlic,

annifeed, rue, ginger, oil, wine, and pickle. On the

right-hand fide are the teats and belly of a fow, jult far-

rowed, fried with fweet wine, oil, flour, lovage, and pep-
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per. On the left is a fricafTee of fnails, fed, or rather

purged, with milk. At that end next Mr. Pallet are

fritters of pompions, lovage, origanum, and oil ; and here

are a couple of pullets, roafted and fluffed in the manner
of Appicius."
The painter, who had by wry faces teflified his abhor-

rence of the fow's ftomach, which he compared to a bag-

pipe, and the fnails which had undergone purgation, no
fooner heard him mention the roafted pullets, than he

eagerly folicited a wing of the fowl ; upon which the

dolor defired he would take the trouble of cutting them

up, and accordingly fent them round, while Mr. Pallet

tucked the table-cloth under his chin, and brandifhed his

knife and fork with Angular addrefs ; but fcarce were

they fet down before him, when the tears ran down his

cheeks, and he called aloud, in a manifefl diforder,
" Z ds ! this is the eflence of a whole bed of garlic !"

That he might not, however, difappoint or difgrace the

entertainer, he applied his inftruments to one of the

birds , and, when he opened up the cavity, was affaulted

by fuch an irruption of intolerable fmells, that, without

flaying to difengage himfelf from the cloth, he fprung

away, with an exclamation of,
" Lord Jefus !" and in-

volved the whole table in havock, ruin, and confufion.

Before Pickle could accomplifh his efcape, he was
fauced with a fyrup of the dormice pye, which went to

pieces in the general wreck: and as for the Italian count,
he was overwhelmed by the fow's flomach, which, burit-

ing in the fall, difcharged its contents upon his leg and

thigh, and fcalded him fo miferably, that he fhrieked with

anguifh, and grinned with a moil ghaltly and horrible

afpedt.
The baron, who fat fecure without the vortex of this

tumult, was not at all difpleafed at feeing his companions
involved in fuch a calamity as that which he had already
fliared ; but the doctor was confounded with fhame and

vexation. After having prescribed an application of oil

to the count's leg, he exprefled his forrow for the mifad-

venture, which b,e openly afcribed to want of tafte and

prudence in the painter, who did not think proper to re-

turn, and make an apology in perfon ; and pTorefte i chat

there was nothing in the fowls which could give offence
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to a fenfiblc nofe, the fluffing being a mixture of pepper,

Jovage, and nJpifoetidaf and the fauce confiding of wine

and herring-pickle, which he had ufed inftead of the ce-

lebrated garum of the Romans ;
that famous pickle hav-

ing been prepared fometimes of the fcombri, which were

a fort of tunny fifh, and fometimes of the Jifurus, or

fliad fifh ; nay, he obferved that there was a third kind

called garum hamation, made of the guts, gills, and blood

of the thymus.
The phyfician, finding it would be impracticable to re-

eitablifh the order of the banquet, by prefenting again
the difhes which had been difcompofed, ordered every

thing to be removed, a clean cloth to be laid, and the de-

fert to be brought in.

Meanwhile, he regretted his incapacity to give them a

fpecimen of the alieus, or fifh-meals of the ancients, fuch

as the jus diabatotit the conger-eel, which, in Galen's opi-

nion, is hard of digeflion, the cormita or gurnard, describ-

ed by Piiny in his Natural Hiflory, who fays, the horns

of many of them were a foot and a half in length j the

mullet and lamprey, that wera in the highefl estimation

of old, of which laft Julius Caefar borrowed fix thoufand

for one triumphal fupper. He obferved, that the manner
of dreffing them was defcribed by Horace, in the account

he gives of the entertainment to which Maecenas was in-

vited by the epicure Nafiedenus,

Affertur fquillos inter Murena natantes, &c.

and told them, that they were commonly eaten with the

thus Syriacum, a certain anodyne and aftringent feed, which

qualified the purgative nature of the fifh. Finally, this

learned phyfician gave them to underfland, that, though
this was reckoned a luxurious dim in the zenith of the

Roman tafle, it was by no means comparable, in point of

expence, to fome preparations in vogue about the time of

that abfurd voluptuary Heliogabalus, who ordered the

brains of fix hundred oftriches to be compounded in one

mefs.

By this time the defert appeared, and the company
were not a little rejoiced to fee plain olives in fait and
water : But what the mafler of the fealt valued himfelf

upon was, a fort of jelly, which he affirmed to be yre-

3
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ferable to the hypotrimma of Hefychius, being a mixture

of vinegar, pickle, and honey, boiled to a proper confid-

ence, and candied
ajpjfaetida,

which he afferted, in con-

tradiction to Aumelbergius and Lifter, was no other than

the lafer Syriacum, fo precious as to be fold among the

ancients to the weight of a filver penny. The gentle-
men took his word for the excellency of this gum, but

contented themfelves with the olives, which gave fuch an

agreeable relifh to the wine, that they feemed very well

difpofed to confole themfelves for the difgraces they had
endured ; and Pickle, unwilling to lofe the leaft circum-

ftance of entertainment that could be enjoyed in their

company, went in queft of the painter, who remained in

his penitentials in another apartment, and could not be

perfuaded to re-enter the banqueting room, until Pere-

grine undertook to procure his pardon from thofe whom
he had injured. Having allured him of this indulgence,
our young gentleman led him in like a criminal, bowing
on all hands with an air of humility and contrition ; and

particularly addrefling himfelf to the count, to whom he
lwore in Englifh, as God was his Saviour, he had no in-

tent to affront man, woman, or child ; but was fain to

make the beft of his way, that he might not give the ho-

nourable company caufe of offence, by obeying the dic-

tates of nature in their prefence.
When Pickle interpreted this apology to the Italian,

Pallet was forgiven in very polite terms, and even received

into favour by his friend the dodlor, in confequence of

our hero's interceffion j fo that all the guelts forgot their

chagrin, and paid their refpedts fo pioufly to the bottle,

that, in a (hort time, the champaign produced very evi-

dent effects in the behaviour of all prefent.

CHAPTER XLV.

The painter is perfuaded to accompany Pickle to a mafquerade in wo-
man's apparel ; i engaged in a troublefome adventure, and, with his

companion, conveyed to the Baftile.

JL he painter, at the requeft of Pickle, who had a d fign

upon the count's fenfe of hearing, favoured the company
Vol II R
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with the fong of Bumper Squire Jones, which yielded in-

finite fatisfaction to the baron ; but affected the delicate

ears of the Italian in fuch a manner, that his features ex-

preffed aftonifhment and difquiet ; and, by his fudden

and repeated journeys to the door, it plainly appeared
that he was in the fame predicament with thofe who,
as Shakfpenre obferves, when the bagpipe fings in the

nofe, cannot contain their urine for affection.

With a view, therefore, of vindicating mufic from fuch

a barbarous tafte, Mr. Pallet had no fooner performed his

talk, than the count honoured his friends with fome fa-

vourite airs of his own country, which he warbled with

infinite grace and expreffion, though they had not energy
fufficient to engage the attention of the German, who
fell fait afleep upon his couch, and fnored fo loud as to

interrupt, and totally annul this ravifhing entertainment ;

fo. that they were fain to have recourfe again to the glafs,

which made fuch innovation upon the brain of the phy-
fician, that he fung divers odes of Anacreon, to a tune

of his own composing, and held forth upon the mufic

and recitative of the ancients with great erudition ; while

Pallet, having found means to make the Italian acquaint-
ed with the nature of his profefhon, harangued upon
painting with wonderful volubility, in a language which

(it was well for his own credit) the ftranger did not un-

derstand.

At length the doctor was feized with fuch a qualm,
that he begged Peregrine to lead-fcim to his chamber;
and the baron being waked, retired with the count.

Peregrine, being rendered frolickfome with the wine
he had drank, propofed that he and Pallet fhould go to a

mafquerade, which he recollected was to be given that

night. The painter did not want curiofity and inclina-

tion to accompany him, but exprefled his apprehenfion of

lofing him in the ball, an accident which could not fail

to be very difagreeable, as he was an utter ftranger to

the language and the town. To obviate this objection,
the landlady, who was of their counfel, advifed him to

appear in a woman's drefs, which would lay his com-

panion under the neceffity of attending him with more

care, as he could not, with decency, detach himfelf from
the lady whom he mould introduce ; befides, fuch a fup-
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pofed connexion would hinder the ladies of pleafure from

accofting and employing their feducing arts upon a per-
fon already engaged.
Our young gentleman, forefeeing the abundance of di-

version in the execution of this project, feconded the pro-

pofal with fuch importunity and addrefs, that the painter
allowed himfelf to be habited in a fuit belonging to the

landlady, who alfo procured for him a mafic and domino,
while Pickle provided himfelf with a Spanifh drefs. In
this difguife, which they put on about eleven o'clock, did

they, attended by Pipes, fet out in a fiacre for the ball

room, into which Pickle led this fuppofititious female, to

the aftonifhment of the whole company, who had never

feen fuch an uncouth figure in the appearance of a woman.
After they had taken a view of all the remarkable

mafks, and the painter had been treated with a glafs of

liquor, his mifchievous companion gave him the flip, and

vanifhing in an initant, returned with another made and
a domino over his habit, that he might enjoy Pallet's per-

plexity, and be at hand to protect him from infult.

The poor painter, having loft his guide, was almoft

diftrat.ed with anxiety, and (talked about the room in

queft of him, with fuch huge ftrides and oddity of gef-

ture, that he was followed by a whole multitude, who

gazed at him as a preternatural phenomenon. T/his at-

tendance increafed his uneafinefs to fuch a degree, that

he could not help uttering a foliloquy aloud, in which he
curfed his fate for having depended upon the promife of

fuch a wag j and fwore, that, if once he was clear of

this fcrape, he would not bring himfelf into fuch a pre-
munire again for the whole kingdom of France.

Divers petit-m-utres underftanding the mafque was a

foreigner, who, in all probability, could not fpeak French,
made up to him in their turns, in order to difplay their

wit and addrefs, and teafed him with feveral arch que-
ftions, to which he made no other anfwer than,

" No
parly Francy. Damn your chattering ! Go about your
bufmefs, can't ye ?" Among the mafks wis a nobleman,
who began to be very free with the fuppofed lady, and

attempted to plunge his hand into her bofom : But the

painter was too modeft to futFer fuch indecent treatment ;

and, when the gallant repeated his efforts in a manner

Rij
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ft ill more indelicate, lent him fuch a box on the ear, ss

m^de the lights dance before him, and created fuch a

fufpkioi of Pallet's fex, that the Frenchman fwore he

was either a male or hermaphrodite, and infilled upon a

fcrutiny, for the fake of his own honour, with fuch ob

ttinacy of refentment, that the fictitious nymph was in

imminent danger, not only of being expofed, but alfo of

undergoing fevere chaftifement, for having made fo free

with the prince's ear ; when Peregrine, who faw and

overheard every thing that palled, thought it was high
time to interpofe ; and accordingly afierted his pretenfions
to the infulted lady, who was overjoyed at this proof of

his protection.
The affronted gallant perfevered in demanding to know

who fhe was, and our hero as ftrenuoufly refufed to give
him that fatisfa&ion : fo that high words enfued ; and

the prince threatening to punifh his infolence, the young
gentleman, who was not fuppofed to know his quality,

pointed to the place where his own fword ufed to hang ;

and fnapping his fingers in his face, laid hold on the

painter's arm, and led him to another part of the room,

leaving his antagonift to the meditations of his own re-

venge.

Pallet, having chid his condulor for his barbarous de-

fertion, made him acquainted with the difficulty in which
he had been involved, and flatly telling him he would
not put it in his power to give him the flip again, held fall

by his arm during the remaining part of the entertain-

ment, to the no imall diverfion of the company, whofe
attention was altogether engroffed in the contemplation
of fuch an awkward, ungainly, ftalking apparition. At
laft, Pickle being tired of exhibiting this raree-fhow, com-

plied with the repeated defires of his companion, and
handed her into the coach ; which he himfelf had no
fooner entered, than they were furrounded by a file of

mufketeers, commanded by an exempt, who, ordering
the coach-door to be opened, took his place with great

deliberation, while one of his detachment mounted the

box, in order to direct the driver.

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this arreft,

and it was well for him he had no weapon wherewith to

Hand upon his defence ; for fuch was the impetuofity and
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rafhnefs of his temper, that, had he been armed, he

would have run all rifles rather than furrender himfelf to

any odds whatever ; but Pallet imagining that the officer

was fome gentleman who had miftaken their carriage for

his own, defired his friend to undeceive the ftranger ;

and, when he was informed of the real ftate of their con-

dition, his knees began to (hake, his teeth to chatter, and

he uttered a moll doleful lamentation, importing his fear

of being carried to fome hideous dungeon of the Baftile,

where he fhould fpend the reft of his days in mifery and

horror, and never fee the light of God's fun, nor the face

of a friend, but perifh in a foreign land, far removed

from his family and connections. Pickle damned him for

his pufillanimity ; and the exempt hearing a lady bemoan
herfelf fo piteoufly, exprefled his mortification at being
the inftrument of giving her fuch pain, and endeavoured

to confole them, by reprefenting the lenity of the French

government, and the lingular generofity of the prince, by
whofe order they were apprehended.

Peregrine, whofe difcretion feemed to forfake him on

all fuch occafions, exclaimed with great bitternefs againft
the arbitrary adminiftration of France, and inveighed,
with many expreflions of contempt, againft the charaler

of the offended prince, whofe refentment (far from being

noble, he faid) was pitiful, ungenerous, and unjull. To
this remonftrance the officer made no reply, but (hrugged

up his fhoulders in filent aftonilhment at the hardiejj'e
of

the prifoner, and the fiacre was juft on the point of fet-

ting out, when they heard the noife of a fcuffle at the

back of the coach, and the voice of Tom Pipes pronoun-

cing,
"

I'll be damn'd if I do." This truity attendant

had been defired by one of the guard to defcend from his

flation in the rear, but, as he refolved to (hare his mailer's

fate, he took no notice of their entreaties, until they were
feconded by force ; and that he endeavoured to repel with
his heel, which he applied with fuch energy to the jaws
of the foldier who firft came in contact with him, that

they emitted a crafhing found like a dried walnut between
the grinders of a templar in the pit. Exafperated at this

outrage, the other faluted Tom's pofteriors with his bay-
onet, which incommoded him fo much, that he could no

Jonger keep his poll, but leaping upon the ground, gave

Riij
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his antagonift a chuck under the chin, which laid him

upon his back, and then fkipping over him with infinite

agility, abfcondcd among the crowd of coaches, till lie

faw the guard mount before and behind upon his matter's

fiacre, which no fooner fet forward than he followed at a

fmall diftance, to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine
fhculd be confined.

After having proceeded flowly through many windings
and turnings, to a part of Paris in which Pipes was an

utter ftranger, the coach flopped at a great gate, with a

wickec in the middle, which being opened at the approach
of the carriage, the prifoners were admitted ; and the

guard returning with the fiacre, Tom determined to watch
in that place all night, that in the morning he might make
fuch obfervations as mi<rht be conducive to the enlarge-
ment ol his maiter.

CHAPTER XLVI.

By the fidelity of Pipes, Jolter is informed of his pupil's fate. Confers
yrifh the phyiician. Applies to the an-bafTador, who, with great dif-

ficulty, obtains the dikharge of the priloners, on certain conditions.

J. HIS plan he executed, notwithstanding the pain of his

wound, and the queftions of the city guard both horfe

and foot, to which he could make no other anfwer than
'*

Anglois, Anglois
" and as foon as it was light, taking

an accurate furvey of the caftle (for fuch it fcemed to be)
into which Peregrine and Pallet had been conveyed, to-

gether with its fituation in refpefc to the river, he went
home to their lodgings, and waking Mr. Jolter, gave him
an account of the adventure. The governor wrung his

hands in the utmoft grief and confternation, when he
heard this unfortunate piece of news ; he did not doubt

that his pupi! was imprifoned in the Baftile for life ; and,
in the anguifh of his apprehenfion, curfed the day on
which he had undertaken to fuperintend the conduct of

fuch an imprudent young man, who had, by reiterated

infults, provoked the vengeance of fuch a mild forbearing
adminiflration. That he might not, however, neglect any
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means in his power to extricate him from his prefent

misfortune, he defpatched Thomas to the doctor, with an

account of his companion's fate, that they might join
their intereft in behalf of the captives ; and the phyfician

being informed of what had happened, immediately dref-

fed himfelf, and repaired to Joker, whom he accolted in

thefe words :
" Now, Sir, I hope you are convinced of

your error, in aflerting, that oppreflion can never be the

effect of arbitrary power. Such a calamity as this could

never have happened under the Athenian democracy :

Nay, even when the tyrant Pififtratus got pofleflion of

that commonwealth, he durft not venture to rule with

fuch abfolute and unjuft dominion. You (hall fee now
that Mr. Pickle and my friend Pallet will fall a facrifice

to the tyranny of lawlefs power ; and, in my opinion,
we (hall be accefTary to the ruin of this poor enflaved

people, if we beftir ourfelves in demanding or imploring
the releafe of our unhappy countrymen ; as we may there-

by prevent the commiffion of a flagrant crime, which
would fill up the vengeance of Heaven againft the per-

petrators, and perhaps be the means of reftoring a whole
nation to the unfpeakable fruition of freedom. For my
own part, I mould rejoice to fee the blood of my father

fpilt in fuch a glorious caufe, provided fuch a victim

would furnifli me with the opportunity of diflblving the

chains of flavery, and vindicating that liberty which is

the birth-right of man. Then would my name be im-

mortalized among the patriot heroes of antiquity, and my
memory, like that of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, be ho-

noured by ftatues erected at the public expence." This

rhapfody, which was delivered with great emphafis and

agitation, gave fo much offence to Joker, that, without

fpeaking one word, he retired in great wrath to his own
chamber, and the republican returned to his lodging, in

full hope of his prognoftic being verified in the death and
deftruction of Peregrine and the painter, which muft

give rife to fome renowned revolution, wherein he him-
felf would act a principal part. But the governor, whofe

imagination was not quite fo warm and prolific, went di-

rectly to the ambafiador, whom he informed of his pu-
pil's fituation, and befought to interpofe with the French

Riiij
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miniftry, that he and the other Britifli lubjett might ob-

tain their liberty.

His excellency afked if Jolter could guefs at the caufe

of his imprisonment, that he might be the better prepar-
ed to vindicate or excufe his conduct: ; but neither he nor

Pipes could give the fmalleft hint of intelligence on that

fubjecl: ; though he furnifhed himfelf from Tom's own
mouth with a circumftantial account of the manner in

which his mafter had been arretted, as well as of his own
behaviour, and the difafter he had received on that occa-

fion. His Lordfhip never doubted'that Pickle had brought
this calamity upon himfelf by fome unlucky prank he had

played at the mafquerade ; elpecially when he underftood

th .1 the young gentleman had drank freely in the after-

noon, and been fo whimfical as to go thither with a man
in woman's apparel ; and he, that fame day, waited on
the French minifter, in full confidence of obtaining his

difcharge ; but met with more difficulty than he expect-
ed, the court of France being extremely punctilious in

every thing that concerns a prince of the blood : The
ambafiador was therefore obliged to talk in very high
terms j

and though the prefent circumftances of the

French politics would not allow them to fall out with the

Britifli adminiftration for trifles, all the favour he could

procure, was a promife that Pickle fhould be fet at liber-

ty, provided he would afk pardon of the prince to whom
he had given offence. His excellency thought this was
hut a reafonable condefcenfion, fuppofing Peregrine to

have been in the wrong ;
and Jolter was admitted to him,

in order to communicate and reinforce his lordfhip's ad-

vice, which was, that he fhould comply with the terms

propofed. The governor, who did not enter this gloomy
fortrefs without fear and trembling, found his pupil in a

difmal apartment, void of all furniture, but a ftool and.

truckle-bed ; the moment he was admitted, he perceived
the youth whi

filing with great unconcern, and working
with his pencil at the bare wall, on which he had deli-

neated a ludicrous figure, labelled with the name of the

nobleman whom he had affronted, and an Englifh maftiff"

with his leg lifted up, in the attitude of making water in

his fhoe. He had been even fo prefumptuous as to ex-

plain the device with fatirical inferiptions in the French
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language, which, when Joker perufed, his hair flood on
end with affright. The very turnkey was confounded

and overawed by the boldnefs of his behaviour, which he

had never feen matched by any inhabitant of that place ;

and actually joined his friend in perfuading him to fub-

mit to the eafy demand of the minifter. But our hero,

far from embracing the counfel of this advocate, handed,

him to the door with great ceremony, and difmiffed him
with a kick on the breech ; and- to all the fupplications,
and even tears of Jolter, made no other reply than that

he would ftoop to no condefcenfion, becaufe he had com-
mitted no crime ; but would leave his cafe to the cog-
nizance and exertion of the Britifh court, whofe duty it

was to fee juftice done to its own fubjedts : He defired,

however, that Pallet, who was confined in another place,

might avail himfelf of his own difpofition, which was

fufficiently pliable. But when the governor defired to fee

his fellow prifoner, the turnkey gave him to underftand,
that he had received no orders relating to the lady, and

therefore could not admit him into her apartment ; though
he was complaifant enough to tell him that fhe feemed

very much mortified at her confinement, and at certain

times behaved as if her brain was not a little difordered.

Jolter, thus baffled in all his endeavours, quitted the Baf-

tile with a heavy heart, and reported his fruitlefs negotia-
tion to the ambaffador, who could not help breaking forth

into fome acrimonious expreffions againft the obitinacv

and infolence of the young man, who, he laid, deferved

to fuffer for his folly. Neverthelefs, he did not defift

from his reprefentations to the French miniftry, which
he found fo unyielding, that he was obliged to threaten

in plain terms to make it a national concern ; and not

only write to his court for inftru&ions, but even advife

the council to make reprifals, and fend fome French gen-
tleman in London to the Tower.

This intimation had an effect upon the miniftry at

Verfailles, who, rather than run the rifk of incenfing a

people, whom it was neither their intereft nor inclination

to difoblige, confented to difcharge the offenders, on con-

dition that they fhould leave Paris in three days after their

enlargement. This propofal was readily agreed to by
Peregrine, who was now a little more tractable, and hear-
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tily tired of being cooped up in fuch an uncomfortable

abode, for the fpace of three long days, without any fort

of communication or entertainment, but that which his

own imagination iuggeitcd.

CHAPTER XLVII.

Peregrine makes himfelf merry at the expence of the painter, who curfes

his landlady, and breaks with the doctor.

As he could eafily conceive the fituation of his compa-
nion in adverfity, he was unwilling to leave the place,
until he had reaped fome diverfion from his diftrefs, and
with that view repaired to the dungeon of the afflicted

painter, to which he had by this time free accefs. When
he entered, the firfl object that prefented itfelf to his eye
was fo uncommonly ridiculous, that he could fcarce pre-
ferve that gravity of countenance which he had affected

in order to execute the joke he had planned- The for-

lorn Pallet fat upright in his bed, in a difhabille that was

altogether extraordinary. He had laid afide his monftrous

hoop, together w<th his flays, gown, and petticoat, wrap-
ped his lappets about his head by way of night-cap, and
wore his domino as a loofe morning-drefs ; his grizzled
locks hung down about his lack-luflre eyes and tawney
neck, in all the diforder of negligence ; his gray beard

briftled about half an inch through the remains of the

paint with which his vifage ha*.: been bedaubed, and every
feature of his face was lengthened to the mofl ridiculous

exprefhon of grief and difmay. Seeing Peregrine come

in, he ftarted up in a fort of frantic ecftafy, and, running
towards him with open arms, no fooner perceived the

woeful appearance into which our hero had modelled his

phyfiognomy, than he flopped fhort all of a fudden, and
the joy which had begun to take poiTeffion of his heart

was in a moment difpelled by the mofl rueful prefages ;

fo that he flood in a mofl ludicrous pofture of dejection,
like a malefactor at the Old Bailey, when fentence is about

to be pronounced. Pickle, taking him by the hand, heaved
a profound figh, and after having protefled that he was



PEREGRINE PICKLE, 267

extremely mortified at being pitched upon as the meflen-

ger of bad news, told him, with an air of fympathy and

infinite concern, that the French court having difcover-

ed his fex, had refolved, in confideration of the outrage-
ous indignity he offered in public to a prince of the blood,

to detain him in the Baftile a prifoner for life ; and that

this fentence was a mitigation obtained by the importuni-
ties of the Britjfh ambafiador, the punifhment ordained

by law being no other than breaking alive upon the wheel.

Thefe tidings aggravated the horrors of the painter to

fuch a degree, that he roared aloud, and (kipped about

the room in all the extravagance of diftraQion ; taking
God and man to witnefs that he would rather fuffer im-

mediate death, than endure one year's imprifonment in

fuch a hideous place ; and curfing the hour of his birth,

and the moment on which he departed from his own

country.
" For my own part (faid his tormentor, in a

hypocritical tone), I was obliged to fwallow the bitter pill

of making fubmiffions to the prince, who, as I had not

prefumed to ftrike him, received acknowledgments, in

confequence of which I fhall be this day fet at liberty ;

and there is even one expedient left for the recovery of

your freedom. It is, I own, a difagreeable remedy ; but

one had better undergo a little mortification, than be for

ever wretched. Befides, upon fecond thoughts, I begin
to imagine that you will not for fuch a trifle facrifice

yourfelf to the unceafing horrors of a foiitary dungeon,

efpecially as your condefcenfion will in all probability be

attended with advantages which you could not otherwife

enjoy. Pallet, interrupting him with great eagernefs,

begged for the love of God that he would no longer keep
him in the torture of fufpenfe, but mention that fame

remedy, which he was refolved to fwallow, let it be nevex

fo unpalatable.

Peregrine, having thus played upon his paffions of fear

and hope, anfwered, that, as the offence was committed
in the habit of a woman, which was a difguife unworthy
of the other fex, the French court was of opinion that the

delinquent mould be reduced to the neuter gender ; fo

that there was an alternative at his own option, by which
he had it in his power to regain immediate freedom.
u What ! (cried the painter in defpair), become a finger r
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Gadzooks ! and the devil and all that, I'll rather lie (till

where I am, and let myfelf be devoured by vermine."

Then thruiting out his throat,
" Here is my wind-pipe

(faid he), be fo good, my dear friend, as to give it a flice

or two ; if you don't, I lhall one of thefe days be found

dangling in my garters. What an unfortunate rafcal I

am ! What a blockhead, and a beait, and a fool was I to

truft myfelf among fuch a barbarous ruffian race ! Lord

forgive you, Mr. Pickle, for having been the immediate

caufe of my difafter ;
if you had flood by me from the

beginning, according to your promife, I fhould not have

been teafed by that coxcomb who has brought me to this

pafs. And why did I put on this damn'd unlucky drefs ?

Lard curfe that chattering Jezebel of a landlady, who ad-

vifed fuch a prepofterous difguife ! a difguife which hath

not only brought me to this pafs, but alfo rendered me
abominable to myfelf and frightful to others ; for when I

ihis morning fignified to the turnkey, that I wanted to be

fhaved, he looked at my beard with aftonifhment, and,

croffing himfelf, muttered his pater nofter, believing me
(I fuppofe) to be a witch, or fomething worfe. And hea-

ven confound that loathfome banquet of the ancients,

which provoked me to drink too freely, that I might wafh

away the tafte of that accurfed fillikicaby."
Our young gentleman, having heard his lamentation

to an end, excufed himfelf for his conduct, by repre-

senting, that he could not peffibly forefee the difagreeable

confequences that attended it ; and, in the mean time,

ftrenuouily counfelled him to fubmit to the terms of his

enlargement. He obferved, that he was now arrived at

that time of life, when the lufts of the flefh fhould be

entirely mortified within him, and his greatefl concern

ought to be the health of his foul, to which nothing could

more effeclually contribute than the amputation which
was prcpofed ; that his body, as well as his mind, would

profit by the change, becaufe he would have no danger-
ous appetite to gratify, and no carnal thoughts to divert

him from the duties of his profeffion ; and his voice,

which was naturally fweet, would improve to fuch a de-

gree, that he would captivate the ears of all the people of

fafhion and taite, and in a little time be celebrated under

the appellation of the Englifh Senefino.
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Thefe arguments did not fail to make an impreflion

upon the painter, who, neverthelefs, ftarted two objec-
tions to his compliance , namely the difgrace of the pu-
nifhment, and the dread of his wife. Pickle undertook

to obviate thefe difficulties, by alluring him, that the fen-

tence would be executed fo privately as never to tran-

fpire ; and that his wife could not be fo unconfcionable,
after fo many years of cohabitation, as to take exceptions
to an expedient, by which fhe would not only enjoy the

converfation of her hufband, but even the fruits of thofe

talents which the knife would fo remarkably refine.

Pallet (hook his head at this laft remon(trance, as if he

thought it would not be altogether convincing to his

fpoufe ;
but yielded to the propofal, provided her con-

fent could be obtained. Juft as he fignified this conde-

fcenfion, the gaoler entered, and, addreffing himfelf to

the fuppofed lady, expreffed his fatisfadtion in having the

honour to tell her, that (he was no longer a priloner. As
the painter did not underltand one word of what he faid,

Peregrine undertook the office of interpreter, and made
his friend believe the gaoler's fpeech was no other than

an intimation, that the miniftry had fent a furgeon to

execute what was propofed, and that the inftruments and

drelfings were prepared in the next room. Alarmed and
terrified at this fudden appointment, he flew to the other

end of the room, and matching up an earthen chamber-

pot, which was the only ofFenfive weapon in the place,

put himfelf in a pofture of defence, and, with many oaths,
threatened to try the temper of the barber's Ikull, if he

fhould prefume to fet his nofe within the apartment.
The gaoler, who little expected fuch a reception, con-

cluded that the poor gentlewoman had actually loft her

wits, and retreated with precipitation, leaving the door

open as he went out. Upon which Pickle, gathering up
the particulars of his dreis with great defpatch, crammed
them into Pallet's arms, and, taking notice that now the

coafl was clear, exhorted him to follow his footfteps to

the gate, where a hackney coach flood for his reception.
There being no time for hefitation, the painter took his

advice, and, without quitting the utenfil, which in his

hurry he forgot to lay down, fallied out in the rear of

our hero, with all that wildaefs of terror and impatience

4
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which may be reafonably fuppofed to take poflefiion of a

man who flies from perpetual imprifonment. Such was
the tumult of his agitation, that his faculty of thinking
was for the prefent utterly overwhelmed, and he faw no

objecl: but bis conductor, whom he followed by a fort of

initinctive impulfe, without regarding the keepers and

centinels, who, as he palled, with "his clothes under one

arm, and his chamber-pot brandifhed above his head,
were confounded, and even difmayed at the ftrange ap-

parition.

During the whole courfe of this irruption, he ceafed

not to cry with great vociferation,
"

Drive, coachman,
drive, in the name of God !" And the carriage had pro-
ceeded the length of a whole ftreet, before he mmifefted
the leaft fign of reflection, but flared like the Gorgon's
head, with his mouth wide open, and each particular hair

crawling and twining like an animated ferpent. At

length, however, he began to recover the ufe of his fenfes,

and alked if Peregrine thought him out of all danger of

being retaken. This unrelenting wag, not yet fatisfied

with the affliction he had impofed upon the fufFerer, an-

fwered, with an air of doubt and concern, that he hoped
they would not be overtaken, and prayed to God they might
not be retarded by a flop of carriages Pallet fervently join-
ed in this fupplication, and they advanced a few yards fur-

ther, when the noife of a coach at full fpeed behind them
invaded their ears ; and Pickle having looked out of the

window, withdrew his head in feeming confufion, and

exclaimed,
" Lord have mercy upon us ! I wifh that may

not be a guard lent after us. Methinks I faw the muzzle
of a fufil fticking out of the coach." The painter, hear-

ing thefe tidings, that inftant thruft himfelf half out at

the window, with his helmet ftill in his hand, bellowing
to the coachman, as ioud as he could roar,

"
Drive, damn

ye, drive ! to the gates of Jericho and ends of the earth !

Drive, you raggamuflin, you rafcallion, you hell-hound !

drive us to the pit of hell, rather than we mould be

taken.*'

Such a phantom could not pafs without attracting the

curiofuy of the people, who ran to the doors and win-

dows, in order to behold this object of admiration. With
the fame view, that coach, which was luppoied to be in

2
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purfuit of him, Hopped juft as the windows cf each hap-

pened to be oppofite ; and Pallet looking behind, and

feeing three men Handing upon the foot-board, armed
with canes, which his fear converted into fufils, never

doubted that his friend's fufpicion was juft ; but, mak-

ing his Jordan at the imaginary guard, fwore he would
fooner die than p irt with his precious ware. The own-
er of the coach, who was a nobleman of the firft quality,
miftook him for fome unhappy woman deprived of her

fenfes ; and, ordering his coachman to proceed, convinced

the fugitive, to his infinite joy, that this was no more
than a falfe alarm. He was not, for all that, freed from

anxiety and trepidation ; but our young gentleman, fear-

ing his brain would not bear a repetition of the fame

joke, permitted him to gain his own lodgings, without
further molefhtion.

His landlady, meeting him on the ftair, was fo afFered

at his appearance, that fhe fcreamed aloud, and betook

herfelf to flight ; while he, curling her with great bitter-

nefs, rufhed into the apartment of the doctor, who, in-

ftead of receiving him with cordial embraces, and con-

gratulating him upon his deliverance, gave evident to-

kens of umbrage and difcontent ; and even plainly told

him, he hoped to have heard that he and Mr. Pickle

had acled the glorious part of Cato an event which
would have laid the foundation of fuch noble druggies,
as could not fail to end in happinefs and freedom ; and
that he had already made fome progrefs in an ode that

would have immortalized their names, and infpired the

flame of liberty, in every honeft breaft. " There (faid

he), I would have proved, that great talents, and high
fcntiments of liberty, do reciprocally produce and afhft

each other ; and illuftrated my afiertions with fuch notes

and quotations from the Greek writers, as would have

opened the eyes of the moil blind and unthinking, and
touched the moft callous and obdurate heart. fool ! to

think the man, tvhofe ample mind mujl grq/p whatever yon-
derJlarsfurvey Pray, Mr. Pallet, what is your opinion
of that image of the mind's grafping the whole univerfe ?

For my own part, I can't help thinking it the moft hap-
py conception that ever entered my imagination.
The painter, who was not fuch a flaming enthufiaft
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m the caufe of liberty, could not brook the doctor's re-*

flections, which he thought favoured a little too much of

indifference and deficiency in point of private friendfhip ;

and therefore feized the prefent opportunity of mortify-

ing his pride, by obferving, that the image was, without

all doubt, very grand and magnificent ; but that he had
been obliged for the idea to Mr. Bayes, in the Rehearfal,
who values himfelf upon the fame figure, conveyed in

thefe words, But all thefe clouds., when by the eye of reafon

grafp\l, &c. Upon any other occafion, the painter would
have triumphed greatly in this detection j but fuch was
the flutter and confufion of his fpirits, under the appre-
henfion of being retaken, that, without further com-

munication, he retreated to his own room, in order to

refume his own drefs, which he hoped would alter

his appearance in fuch a manner, as to baffle all

fearch and examination ; while the phyfician remained

alhamed and abafhed, to find himfelf convicled of bom-
baft by a perfon of fuch contemptible talents. He was
offended at this proof of his memory, and fo much en-

raged at his prefumption in exhibiting it, that he could

never forgive his want of reverence, and took every op-

portunity of expofing his ignorance and folly in the fe-

quel. Indeed, the ties of private affection were too weak
to engage the heart of this republican, whofe zeal for

the community had entirely fwallowed up his concern

for individuals. He looked upon particular friendfhip
as a paffion unworthy of his ample foul, arid was a pro-
felfed admirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, and thofe

later patriots of the fame name, who fhut their ears a-

gainft the cries of nature, and refilled all the dictates of

gratitude and humanity.

CHAPTER XLVIII.

Pallet conceives a hearty contempt of his fellow-traveller, and attache*

himfelf to Pickle, who, neverthelefs, perfecutes him with his mifchic-

vous talent upon the road to Flanders.

In the mean time, his companion having employed di-

vers pails full of water, in cleanfing himfelf from the
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fqualour of a
jail, fubmitted his face to the barber, tinged

his eye-brows with a fable hue, and, being drefled in his

own clothes, ventured to vifit Peregrine, who was (till

under the hands of his valet-de-chambre, and who gave
him to understand, that his efcape had been connived at,

and that the condition of their deliverance was their de-

parture from Paris in three days*
The painter was tranfported with joy, when he learnt

that he ran no rifle of being, retaken ; and, far from re-

pining at the terms of his enlargement, would have wil-

lingly fet out on his return to England that fame after-

noon j for the Baftile had made fuch an impreflion upon
him, that he ftarted at the found of every coach, and
turned pale at fight of a French foldier. In the fulnefs of

his heart, he complained of the doctor's indifference,

and related? what had paiTed at their meeting with evi-

dent marks of refentment and difrefpecl: ; which were not

at all diminifned, when Joker informed him of the phy-
fipian's behaviour, when he fent for him to confer about

the means of abridging their confinement. Pickle him-
felf was incenfed at his want of bowels ; and, perceiving
how much he had funk in the opinion of his fellow-tra-

veller, refolved to encourage thefe fentiments of difguft,
and occafionally foment the divifion to a downright quar-
rel, which he forefaw would produce fome diverfion, and

perhaps expofe the poet's character in fuch a light as

would effectually punifh him for his arrogance and bar-

barity. With this view, he levelled feveral fatirical jokes
at the doctor's pedantry and tafte, which had appeared fo

confpicuous in the quotations he had got by heast from
ancient authors ; in his affected difdain of the belt pic-
tures in the world, which, had he been endowed with

the lead (hare of difcerdment, he could not have beheld

with fuch infenfibility ; and, laftly,
in his ridiculous ban-

quet, which none but an egregious coxcomb, devoid of

all elegance and fenfe, would have prepared, or present-
ed to rational beings. In a word, our young gentleman
played the artillery of his wit againft him with fuch fuc-

cefs, that the painter feemed to wake from a dream, and
went home with the mod hearty contempt for the perfon
he had formerly adored.

Inftead of ufing the privilege of a friend, to enter his

Vol. IT. S
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apartment without ceremony, he fent in his fervant with
a mefTage, importing, that he intended to fet out from
Paris next day, in company with Mr. Pickle, and defiring
to know whether or not he was or would be prepared for

the journey. The doctor, (truck with the manner, as

well as the matter of this intimation, went immediately
to Pallet's room, and demanded to know the caufe of

fuch a fudden determination, without his privity or con-

currence ; and, when he underftood the neceffity of their

affairs, rather than travel by himfelf, he ordered his bag-

gage to be packed up, and fignified his readinefs to con-

form to the emergency of the cafe ; though lie was not

at all pleafed with the cavalier behaviour of Pallet, to

whom he threw out fome hints of his own importance,
and the immenfity of his condefcenfion, in favouring him
with fuch marks of regard. But by this time thefe infi-

nuations had loft their effect upon the painter, who told

him, with an arch fneer, that he did not at all queftion
his learning and abilities, and particularly his fkill in

cookery, which he mould never forget while his palate
retained its function ; but neverthelefs advifed him, for

the fake of the degenerate eaters of thefe days, to fpare
a little of his fal armoniac in the next fillykickaby he

ihould prepare ;
and bate forriewhat of the devil's dung,

which he had fo plentifully crammed into the roafted

fowls, unlets he had a mind to convert his guefts into

patients, with a view of licking himfelf whole for the

ex pence of the entertainment.

The phyfician, nettled at thefe farcafms, eyed him with

a look of indignation and difdain ; and, being unwilling
to exprefs himfelf in Engliffi, left, in the courfe of the

altercation, Pallet fliould be fo much irritated as to de-

part without him, he vented his anger in Greek. The

painter, though, by the found, he fuppofed this quota-
tion to be Greek, complimented his friend upon his know-

ledge in the Welch language, and found means to rally
liim quite out of temper j fo that he retired to his own
chamber in the utmoft wrath and mortification, and left

his antagonift exulting over the victory he had won.
While thofe things paffed between thefe originals, Pe-

regrine waited upon the ambaffador, whom he thanked

for his kind interpofition, acknowledging the indifcreti
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of his own conduct, with fuch appearance of conviction,

and promifes of reformation, that his excellency freely

forgave him for all the trouble he had been put to on his

account, fortified him with fenfible advices, and, afluring
him of his continual favour and friendfhip, gave him, at

parting, letters of introduction to feveral perfons of qua-

lity belonging to the Britilh court.

Thus diftinguilhed, our young gentleman took leave

of all his French acquaintance, and fpent the evening
with fome of thofe who had enjoyed the greateft fhare of

his intimacy and confidence ; while Jolter fuperintended
his domeftic concerns, and, with infinite joy, befpoke a

poft-chaife and horfes, in order to convey him from a

place where he lived in continual apprehenfion of fuf-

fering by the dangerous difpofition of his pupil. Every
thing being adjufted according to their plan, they and
their fellow-travellers next day dined together, and, about

four in the afternoon, took their departure in two chaifes,

efcorted by the valet-de-chambre, Pipes, and the doctor's

lacquey, on horfeback, Well furnifhed with arms and am-

munition, in cafe of being attacked by robbers on the

road.

It was about eleven o'clock at night when they arrived

at Senlis, which was the place at which they propofed to

lodge, and where they were obliged to knock up the people
of the inn, before they could have their fupper prepared.
All the provifion in the houfe was but barely fufficient to

furnifh one indifferent meal : However, the painter con-

foled himfelf for the quantity with the quality of the

difhes, one of which was a fricaffee of rabbit, a prepa-
ration which he valued above all the dainties that ever

fmoked upon the table of the fumptuous Heliogabalus.
He had no fooner expreffed himfelf to this effect than

our hero, who was almoft inceffantly laying traps for di-

verfion at his neighbour's expence, laid hold on the de-

claration ; and, recollecting the ftory of Scipio and the

muleteer in Gil Bias, refolved to perpetrate a joke upon
the ftomach of Pallet, which feemed particularly well

difpofed to an hearty fupper. He accordingly digelted
his plan j and, the company being feated at table, affected

to gaze with peculiar eagernefs at the painter, who had

helped himfelf to a large portion of the fricaffee, and be-

Sij
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gan to fwallow it with infinite relifh. Pallet, notwith-

ftanding the keennefs of his appetite, could not help taking
notice of Pickle's ^demeanour ; and, making a fhort paafe
in the exercife of his grinders,

" You are furprifed (f.iid

he) to fee me make fo much defpatch , but I was ex-

tremely hungry, arid this is one of the belt fricaflees I

ever tailed : The French are very expert in thefe dimes,
that I muft allow

-, and, upon my confcience, I would
never delire to eat a more delicate rabbit than this that

lies upon my plate."

Peregrine made no other reply to this encomium, than

the repetition of the word " rabbit !" with a note of ad-

miration, and fuch a fignificant {hake of the head, as ef-

fectually alarmed the other, who inftantly fufpended the

alion of his jaws, and, with the morfel half chewed in

his mouth, ftared round him with a certain folidity of

apprehenfion, which is eafier conceived than defcribed,
until his eyes encountered the countenance of Thomas

Pipes, who being inftrudred, and polled oppofite to him
for the occafion, exhibited an arch grin, that completed
the painter's diforder. Afraid of fwallowing his mouth-

ful, and alhamed to difpofe of it any other way, he fat

fome time in. a moft diftrefled Mate of fufpenfe ; and, be-

ing queftioned by Mr. Jdter touching his calamity, made
a violent effort of the mufcles of his gullet, which with

difficulty performed their office, and then, with great
confufion and concern, afked if Mr. Pickle fufpec~led the

rabbit's identity ? The young gentleman, afiuming a myf-
terious air, pretended ignorance of the matter ; obferving,
that he was apt to fufpecl all difhes of that kind, fince

he had been informed of the tricks which were com-

monly played at inns in France, Italy, and Spain, and
recounted that pafiage in Gil Bias, which we have hinted

at above, faying, he did not pretend to be a connoifleur

in animals, but the legs of the creature which compofed
that fricafiee did not, in his opinion, refemble thofe of

the rabbits he had ufually feen. This obfervation had an
evident efFel upon the features of the painter, who, with
certain -figns of loathing and aftonifhment, exclaimed,
" Lord Jefus !" and appealed to Pipes for a difcovery of

the truth, by alking if he knew any thing of the affair.

Tom very gravely replied, that he did fuppofe the food
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was wholefome enough, for he had feen the (kin and feet

of a fpecial ram-cat, new flea'd, hanging upon the door
of a fmall pantry adjoining to the kitchen.

Before this fentence was uttered, Pallet's belly feemed
to move in contact with his back-bone, his colour changed,
no part but the whites of his eyes were to be feen, he

dropped his lower jaw, and fixing his hands in his fides,

retched with fuch convulfive agonies, as amazed and dif-

concerted the whole company ; and what augmented his

diforder, was the tenacious retention of his itomach,
which abfolutely refufed to part with its contents, not-

withftanding all the energy of his abhorrence, which threw
him into a cold fweat, and almoft into a fwoon.

Pickle, alarmed at his condition, allured him it was a

genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored Pipes to fay other-

wife for the joke's fake. But this confeflion he confidered

as a friendly artifice of Pickle's compaffion, and therefore

it had little effect upon his conflitution. By the affiuVance,

however, of a large bumper of brandy, his fpirits were

recruited, and his recollection fo far recovered, that he
was able to declare, with divers contortions of face, that

the dilh had a particular ranknefs of tafte, which he had

imputed partly to the nature of the French coney, and

partly to the compofition of their fauces : Then he in-

veighed againft the infamous practices of French publi-

cans, attributing fuch impofition to their oppreflive go-
vernment, which kept them fo necefiitous, that they were

tempted to exercife all manner of knavery upon their un-

wary guefts.

Joker, who could not find in his heart to let flip any
opportunity of fpeaking in favour of the French, told

him,
" that he was a very great ftranger to their police,

elfe he would know, that if, upon information to the

raagiftrate, it fhould appear, that any traveller, native or

foreigner, had been impofed upon or ill-treated by a pub-
lican, the offender would be immediately obliged to ihut

up his houfe j and, if his behaviour had been notorious,
he himfelf would be fent to the galleys, without the leaft

he Citation : And, as for the difli which has been made the

occafion of your prefent diforder (faid he), I will take

upon me to affirm it was prepared of a genuine rabbit,

which was ikinned in my prefence ; and, in confirmation

S
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of what I affert, though fuch fricafiees are not the favour-

ites of my tafte, I will eat a part of this without fcruple."
So faying, he fwallowed feveral mouthfuls of the que-
ftioned coney, and Pallet feemed to eye it again with in-

clination ; nay, he even refumed his knife and fork, and,

being juft on the point of applying them, was feized with

another qualm of appreheniion, that broke out in an ex-

clamation of " After all, Mr. Joker, if it mould be a real

ram-cat Lord have mercy upon me ! here is one of the

claws." With thefe words he prefented the tip of a toe,

of which Pipes had fnipped off five or fix from a duck that

was roafted, and purpofely fcattered them in the fricaffee ;

and the governor could not behold this teftimonial with-

out fymptoms of uneafinefs and remorfe ; fo that he and
the painter fat filenced and abafhed, and made faces at

each other, while the phyfician, who hated them both,
exulted over their affliction, bidding them be of good
cheer, and proceed with their meal ; for he was ready to

demonftrate, that the fiefh of a cat was as nourifhing and
delicious as veal or mutton, provided they could prove
that the faid cat was not of the boar-kind, and had fed

chiefly on vegetable diet, or even confined its carnivorus

appetite to rats and mice, which he affirmed to be dainties

of exquifite tafte and flavour. He faid, it was a vulgar
miftake to think that all flefh-devouring creatures were
unfit to be eaten ; witnefs the confumption of fwine and

ducks, animals that delight in carnage, as well as fifh,

which prey upon each other, and feed on bait and car-

rion ; together with the demand for bear, of which the

bed hams in the world are made. He then obferved, that

the Negroes on the coaft of Guinea, who agtahealthy and

vigorous people, prefer cats and dogs to all other fare;
and mentioned from hiftory feveral fieges, during which
the inhabitants, who were blocked up, lived upon thefe

animals, and had recourfe even to human flefh, which, to

his certain knowledge, was in all refpects preferable to

pork ; for, in the courfe of his ftudies, he had, for the

experiment's fake, eaten a fteak cut from the buttock of

a perfon who had been hanged.
This diflertation, far from compofing, increafed the

difquiet in the ftomachs of the governor and painter, who,

hearing the laft illuftpation, turned their eyes upon ihs.
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orator, at the fame inftant, with looks of horror and dif-

guft ; and, the one muttering the term cannibal, and the

other pronouncing the word abomination, they rofe from
table in a great hurry, and, running towards another

apartment, jollied with fuch violence in the pafTage, that

both were overturned by the ihock, which alfo contri-

buted to the effe<5t of their naufea, that mutually defiled

them as they lay.

CHAPTER XLIX.

Nor is the phyiician facred from his ridicule. They reach Arras, where
our adventurer engages in play with two French officers, who next

morning give the iaiidlord ail interefting proof of their importance.

X he dotor remained fullen and dejeled during the

whole journey not but that he attempted to recover his

importance, by haranguing upon the Roman highways,
when Mr. Jolter defired the company to take notice of

the fine pavement upon which they travelled from Paris

into Flanders
*,
but Pallet, who thought he had now gained

the afeendency over the phyfician, exerted himfelf in

maintaining the fupeviority he had acquired, by venting
various farcafms upon his felf-conceit and affectation of

learning, and even uttering puns and conundrums upon
the remarks which the republican retailed. When he
talked of the Flaminian Way, the painter queftioned if

it was a better pavement than the Fleminian way on which

they travelled : And the doftor having obferved, that this

road was made for the convenience of drawing the French

artillery into Flanders, which was often the feat of war,
his competitor in wit replied, with infinite vivacity,
f* There are more great guns than the French king
knows of drawn along this caufeway, doctor !

Encouraged by the fuccefs of theie efforts, which tick-

led the imagination of Jojter, and drew fmiles (as he ima-

gined) of approbation from our hero, he fported in many
other equivoques of the fame nature ; and at dinner told

the phyiician, that he was like the root of the tongue, as

Using curfedly down in the mouth.
o mj
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By this time, fuch was the animofity fubfifting between

thefe quondam friends, that they never converfed toge-

ther, except with a view of expofing each other to the

ridicule or contempt of their fellow-travellers. The doc-

tor was at great pains to point out the folly and ignorance
of Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often conjured
in the fame manner by the painter to take notice of the

phyfician's want of manners and tafte. Pickle pretended
to acquiefce in the truth of their mutual leverity, which

indeed was extremely juft j and, by malicious infinuations,

blew up their contention, with a view of bringing it to

open hoftility. But both feemed fo averfe to deeds of

mortal purpofe, that for a long time his arts were baffled,

and he could not fpirit them up to any pitch of refent-

ment higher than fcurrilous repartee.
Before they reached Arras, the city gates were {hut, fo

that they were obliged to take up their lodging at an in-

different houfe in the luburbs, where they found a couple
of French officers, who had alio rode pod from Paris fo

far on their way to Lille. Thefe gentlemen were about

the age of thirty, and their deportment diitinguifhed by
fuch an air of infolence, as difgufted our hero, who ne-

verthclefs accofted them politely in the yard, and pro-

pofed that they fhould fup together. They thanked him
for the honour of his invitation, which, however, they
declined upon pretence of having ordered fomething for

themfelves, but promifed to wait upon him and his com-

pany immediately after their repaft.
This they accordingly performed ; and, after having

drank a few glafles of Burgundy, one of them afked if

.the young gentleman would, for paftime, take a hand at

quadrille. Peregrine eafily divined the meaning of this

propofal, which was made with no other view than that

of fleecing him and his fellow-travellers ; for he well

knew to what fhifts a fubaltern in the French fervice is

reduced, in order to maintain the appearance of a gentle-

man, and had reafon to believe that moft of them were

(harpers from their youth : But, as he depended a good
deal upon his own penetration and addrefs, he gratified
the ftranger's defire ; and a party was inftantly formed of

the painter, the phyfician, the propofer, and himfelf, the

other officer having profefled himfelf utterly ignorant of
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the game ; yet, in the courfe of the play, he took his

ftation at the back of Pickle's chair, which was oppofite
to his friend, on pretence of amufing himfelf with feeing
his manner of conducting the cards. The youth was not

fuch a novice but that he perceived the defign of this pal-

pable piece of behaviour, which notwithstanding he over-

looked for the prefent, with a view of flattering their

hopes in the beginning, that they might be the more ef-

fectually punifhed by their difappointment in the end.

The game was fcarce begun, when, by the reflection

of a glafs, he difcerned the officer at his back making
figns to his companion, who, by thefe preconcerted ges-

tures, was perfectly informed of the contents of Pere-

grine's hand, and of confequence fortunate in the courfe

of the play.
Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits of their

dexterity, until their money amounted to fome Louis,
when our young gentleman, thinking it high time to do
himfelf juftice, fignified in very polite terms to the gen-
tleman who ftood behind him, that he eould never play
with eafe and deliberation when he was overlooked by
any byftander, and begged that he would have the good-
nefs to be feated.

As this was a remonftrance which the ftranger could

not with any fhow of breeding refift, he afked pardon,
and retired to the chair of the phyfician, who frankly
told him, that it was not the fafhion of his country for

one to fubmit his hand to the perufual of a fpecftator ;

and when, in confequence of this rebuff, he wanted to

quarter himfelf upon the painter, he was refufed by a

wave of the hand, and make of the head, with an ex-

clamation of Pardonnez moi ! which was repeated with
fuch emphafis, as difcompofed his effrontery, and he
found himfelf obliged to fit down in a ftate of mortifica-

tion.

The odds being thus removed, fortune proceeded in

her ufual channel ; and though the Frenchman, deprived.
of his ally, endeavoured to pratife divers ftrokes of fi-

nefTe, the reft of the company obferved him with fuch vi-

gilance and caution, as baffled all his attempts, and in a

very little time he was compelled to part with his win-

ning : But having engaged in the match with an inten-
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tion of taking ail advantages, whether fair or unfair, that

his fuperior Skill Should give him over the Englifhman,
the money was not refunded without a thoufand difputes,
in the courfe of which he effayed to intimidate his anta-

gonift with high words, which were retorted by our hero

with fuch intereft, as convinced him that he had miftaken

his man, and perfuaded him to make his retreat in quiet.

Indeed it was not without caufe that they repined at the

bad fuccefs of their enterprise ; becaufe, in all likeli-

hood, they had nothing to depend upon for the prefent
but their own induftry, and knew not how to defray their

expences on the road, except by fome acquisition of this

kind.

Next morning they rofe at day-break, and, refolving to

anticipate their fellow-lodgers, befpoke poll horfes as foon

ss they could be admitted^ into the city ; fo that, when
our company appeared, their beads were ready in the

vard ; and they only waited to difcufs the bill, which

they had ordered to be made out. The landlord of the

inn prefented his carte with fear and trembling to one of

thofe ferocious cavaliers, who no fooner call his eye upon
the fum total, then he discharged a volley of dreadful

oaths, and afked if the king's officers were to be treated

in that manner ? the poor publican protefted, with great

humility, that he had the utmoft refpel for his majefty,
and every thing that belonged to him

;
and that, far from

conSuking his own intereft, all that he defired was to be

barely indemnified for the expence of their lodging.
This condefcenfion feemed to have no other effet. than

that of encouraging their arrogance. They fwore his ex-

tortion ihould be explained to the commandant of the

town, who would, by making him a public example,
teach other innkeepers how to behave towards men of

honour ; and threatened with fuch confidence of indigna-

tion, that the wretched landlord, dreading the confe-

quence of their wrath, implored pardon in the moft ab-

je&t manner, begging, with many Supplications, that he

might have the pleafure of lodging them at his own

charge. This was a favour which he with great difficulty
obtained ; they chid him feverely for his impofition, ex-

horted him to have more regard for his own confeience,

us well as for the convenience of his guefts ; and cau-
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tioning him in particular touching his behaviour to the

gentlemen of the army, mounted their horfes, and rode

off in great (late, leaving him very thankful for having fo

fuccefsfully appeafed the choler of two officers, who want-

ed either inclination or ability to pay their bill
;

for expe-
rience had taught him to be apprehenfive of all fuch tra-

vellers, who commonly lay the landlord under contribu-

tion, by way of atonement for the extravagance of his

demands, even after he has profefled his willingnefs tQ

entertain them on their own terms.

CHAPTER L.

Peregrine moralizes upon their behaviour, which is condemned by the

doctor, and defended by the governor. They arrive in fafety at Lifle,
dine at an ordinary, vifit the citadel. The phyfician quarrels with a
North Britain, who is put in arreft.

L hese honourable adventurers being gone, Peregrine,
who was prefent during the tranfaclion, informed himfelf

of the particulars from the mouth of the innkeeper him-

felf, who took God and the faints to witnefs, that he

fhould have been a lofer by their cuilom, even if the bill

had been paid ; becaufe he was on his guard againft their

objections, and had charged every article at an under price:
But fuch was the authority of officers in France, that he
durft not difpute the leaft circumftance of their will ; for,

had the cafe come under the cognizance of the magi-
(Irate, he muft in courfe have fuffered by the maxims
of their government, which never fail to abet the oppref-
fion of the army j and befides run the rifk of incurring
their future refentment, which would be fufficient to ruin

him from top to bottom.

Our hero boiled with indignation at this inftance of in-

juftice and arbitrary power ; and, turning to his gover-
nor, afked if this too was a proof of the happinefs en-

joyed by the French people. Jolter replied, that every
human conflitution muft in fome things be imperfect ;

and owned, that in this kingdom gentlemen were more
countenanced than the vulgar, becaufe it was to be pre-
sumed that their own fentiments of honour and fuperior
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qualifications would entitle them to this pre-eminence,
which had alfo a retrofpective view to the merit of their

anceftors, in confederation of which they were at firft; en-

nobled : But he affirmed, that the innkeeper had mif-

reprefented the magiftracy, which in France never failed

to puaifh flagrant outrages and abufe, without refpeft of

perfons.
The painter approved of the wifdom of the French

government, in bridling the infolence of the mob, by
which, he aflured them, he had often fuffered in his own

perfon ; having been often befpattered by hackney-coach-
men, joftled by draymen and porters, and reviled in the

moft opprobrious terms by the watermen of London,
where he had once loft his bag and a confiderable quan-

tity of hair, which had been cut off by fome rafcal in his

palfage through Ludgate, during the Lord Mayor's pro-
ceflion. On the other hand, the doctor, with great

warmth, alleged, that thofe officers ought to fuffer

death, or banifhment at leaft, for having plundered the

people in this manner, which was fo impudent and bare-

faced, as plainly to prove they were certain of efcaping
with impunity, and that they were old offenders in the

fame degree of delinquency. He faid, that the greateft
man in Athens would have been condemned to perpetual

exile, and feen his eftate confifcated for public ufe, had
he dared in fuch a licentious manner to violate the rights
of a fellow-citizen ; and as for the little affronts to which
a man may be fubjeel: from the petulance of the multitude,
he looked upon them as glorious indications of liberty,
v/hich ought not to be reprtffed, and would at any time

rejoice to find himfelf overthrown in a kennel by the in-

folence of a fon of freedom, even though the fall fhould

coft him a limb ; adding, by way of illullration, that the

greateft pleafure he ever enjoyed was in feeing a duftman

wilfully overturn a gentleman's coach, in which two ladies

were bruifed, even to the danger of their lives. Pallet,

fhocked at the extravagance of this declaration,
" If that

be the cafe (faid he), I wifh you may fee every bone in

your body broke by the firft carman you meet in the

ftreets of London."
This argument being difcuffed, and the reckoning dif-

charged without any deduction, although the landlord, in
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ftating the articles, had an eye to the lofs he had fuftain-

ed by his own countrymen, they departed from Arras,

and arrived in fafety at Lifle, about two o'clock in the af-

ternoon.

They had fcarce taken poffeflion of their lodgings, in

a large hotel in the Grande Place, when the innkeeper

gave them to understand, that he kept an ordinary below,
which was frequented by feveral Englifh gentlemen who
refided in town, and that dinner was then upon the

table. Peregrine, who feized all opportunities of ob-

ferving new characters, perfuaded his company to dine

in public % and they were accordingly conducted to the

place, where they found a mixture of Scotch and Dutch

officers, who had come from Holland to learn their ex-

ercifes at the academy, and fome gentlemen in the French

fervice, who were upon garrifon duty in the citadel.

Among thefe laft was a perfon about the age of fifty, of

a remarkably genteel air and polite addrefs, dignified with

a Maltefe crofs, and diftinguifhed by the particular vene-

ration of all thofe who knew him. When he understood

that Pickle and his friends were travellers, he accofted

the youth in Englifh, which he fpoke tolerably well ;

ami, as they were ftrangers, offered to attend them in

the afternoon to all the places worth feeing in Lifle. Our
hero thanked him for his excefs of politenefs, which (he

faid) was peculiar to the French nation ; and, ftruck

with his engaging appearance, induftrioufly courted his

converfation, in the courfe of which he learnt, that this

chevalier was a man of good fenfe and great experience,
that he was perfectly well acquainted with the greateft

part of Europe, had lived fome years in England, and
was no ftranger to the constitution and genius of that

people.

Having dined, and drank to the healths of the Englifh
and French kings, two fiacres were called, in one of
which the knight, with one of his companions, the go-
vernor, and Peregrine feated themfelves, the other being

occupied by the phyfician, Pallet, and two Scottifh offi-

cers, who propofed to accompany them in their circuit.

The firft place they vifited was the citadel, round the

ramparts of which they walked, under the conduct of the

knight, who explained with great accuracy the intention
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of every particular fortification belonging to tha"t feem-

ingly impregnable fortrefs ; and, when they had fatisfied

their curiofity, took coach again, in order to view the ar-

fenal, which (lands in another quarter of the town ; but,

juft as Pickle's carriage had crofted the promenade, he
heard his own name bawled aloud by the painter ; and,-

ordering the fiacre to ftop, faw Pallet with one half of

his body thruft out at the window of the other coach,

crying with a terrified look,
" Mr. Pickle, Mr. Pickle, for

the love of God ! halt, and prevent bloodihed, elfe here

will be carnage and cutting of throats." Peregrine, fur-

prifed at this exclamation, immediately alighted, and, ad-

vancing to the other vehicle, found one of their military

companions (landing upon the ground, at the further fide

of the coach, with his (word drawn, and fury in his coun-

tenance
*,
and the phyfician, with a quivering lip and hag-

gard afpeel, (Iruggling with the other, who had interpof-
ed in the quarrel, and detained him in his place.

Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found that this

animofity had fprung from a difpute that happened upon
the ramparts, touching the (Irength of the fortification,

which the dodtor, according to cuftom, undervalued, be-

caufe it was a modern work \ faying, that, by the help of

the military engines ufed among the ancients, and a few
thoufands of pioneers, he would engage to take it in lefs

than ten days after he mould fit down before it. The
North Briton, who was as great a pendant as the phyfi-

cian, having (ludied fortification, and made himfelf mat-
ter of Czefar's Commentaries and Polybius, with the ob-

servations of Folard, affirmed, that all the methods of be-

fieging praCtifed by the ancients would be utterly ineffec-

tual againll fuch a plan as that of the citadel of Line ;

and began to compare the vinea, aggeres, arittes>fcorpionesi
and catapultay of the Romans, with the trenches, mines,

batteries, and mortars, ufed in the prefent art of war.
The republican, finding himfelf attacked upon what he

thought his (Irong fide, fummoned all his learning to his

aid ; and, defcribing the famous fiege of Plataea, happen-
ed to mifquote a pailage of Thucydides, in which he was
corrected by the other, who, having been educated for

the church, was alfo a connoifleur in the Greek language,
The doctor, incenfed at being detected in fuch a blunder,

4
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mi prefence of Pallet, who (he knew) would promulgate
his fhame, told the officer, with great arrogance, that his

objection was frivolous, and that he mult not pretend to

diipute on thefe matters with one who had confidered

them with the utmoft accuracy and care. His antago-

nift, piqued at this fupercilious infinuation, replied with

great heat, that, for aught he knew, the doctor might be

a very expert apothecary, but that, in the art of war, and

knowledge in the Greek tongue, he was no other than an

ignorant pretender. This afTeveration produced an an-

fwer full of virulence, including a national reflection up-
on the foldier's country ; and the contention rofe to mu-
tual abufe, when it was fupprefTed by the admonitions of

the other two, who begged they would not expofe them-
felves in a ftrange place, but behave themfelves like fel-

low- fubjects and friends. They accordingly ceafed revil-

ing each other, and the affair was feemingly forgot ; but

after they had refumed their places in the coach, the

painter unfortunately afked the meaning of the word Tor-

toife, which he had heard them mention among the Ro-
man implements of war. This queflion was anfwered by
the phyncian, who defcribed the nature of this expedient
fo little to the fatisfaction of the officer, that he contra-

dicted him flatly, in the midfl of his explanation ; a cir-

cumstance which provoked the republican to fuch a de-

gree, that, in the temerity of his paffion, he uttered the

epithet impertinent fcoundrel ; which was no fooner pro-
nounced than the Caledonian made manual application to

his nofe, and, leaping out of the coach, flood waiting for

him on the plain ; while he (the phyfician) made feeble

efforts to join him, being eafily retained by the other fol-

dier ; and Pallet, dreading the confequence in which he
himfelf might be involved, bellowed aloud for prevention.
Our hero endeavoured to quiet the commotion, by re-

presenting to the Scot, that he had already taken Satisfac-

tion for the injury he had received, and telling the doctor

that he had deferved the chaftifement which was inflicted

upon him : But the officer (encouraged perhaps by the

confufion of his antagonifl) infilled upon his afking par-
don for what he had faid j and the doctor, believing him-
felf under the protection of his friend Pickle, far from

agreeing to fuch conceffion, breathed nothing but defi-
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ance and revenge : So that the chevalier, in order to pre-
vent mifchief, put the foldier under arreft, and fent him
to his lodgings, under the care of the other French gen-
tleman and his own companion ; they being alfo accom-

panied by Mr. Joker, who, having formerly feen all the

curiofities of Lifle, willingly furrendered his place to the

phyfician.

CHAPTER LI.

Pickle engages with a knight of Malta in a converfation upon the Eng-
ji(h ftage, which is followed by a differtation on the theatres of the

ancients, by the doctor.

A he reft of the company proceeded to the arfenal, which

having viewed, together with fome remarkable churches,

they, in their return, went to the "comedy, and faw the

Cid of Corneille tolerably well reprefented. In confe-

quence of this entertainment, the difcourfe at fupper turn-

ed upon dramatic performances ; and all the objections of

Monf. de Scudery to the piece they had (ten acted, toge-
ther with the decifion of the French academy, were can-

vaffed and difcufTed. The knight was a man of letters

and tafte, and particularly well acquainted with the Mate

of the Englifh ftage ; fo that, when the painter boldly

pronounced fentenee againft the French manner of act-

ing, on the ftrength of having frequented a Covent Gar-

den club of critics, a"nd been often admitted, by virtue of

an order, into the pit ; a comparison immediately enfued,
not becween the authors, but the actors of both nations,

to whom the chevalier and Peregrine were no ftrangers.
Our hero, like a good Englifhman, made no fcruple of

giving the preference to the performers of his own coun-

try, who, he alleged, obeyed the genuine impulfes of na-

ture, in exhibiting the pallions of the human mind ; and
entered fo warmly into the_ fpirit

of their feveral parts,

that they often fancied themfelves the very heroes they

repref ;ited ; whereas, the action of the Parifian players,
everi in their moft intereiting characters, was generally
fuch an extravagance in voice and gefture, as is no where

to be obferved but on the ftage. To iiluftrate this afler-
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tion, he availed himfelf of his talent, and mimicked the

manner and voice of all the principal performers, male

and female, belonging to the French comedy, to the ad-

miration of the chevalier, who, having complimented him

upon this furprifing modulation, begged leave to diflent

in fome particulars from the opinion he had avowed.
" That you have good actors in England (faid he), it

would be unjuft and abfurd in me to deny ; your theatre

is adorned by one woman, whofe fenfibility and fweetnefs

of voice is fuch as I have never obferved on any other

ftage ; (he has, befides, an elegance of perfon and expref-
fion of features, that wonderfully adapt her for the moft

engaging characters of your bell plays , and I muft free-

ly own that I have been as highly delighted and as deep-

ly affected by a Monimia and Belvidcra at London, as

ever I was by a Cornelia and Cleopatra at Paris. Your
favourite actor is a furprifing genius. You can, more-

over, boaft of feveral comic actors, who are perfect
mailers of buffoonery and grimace ; though, to be free

with you, I think, in thefe qualifications, you are excelled

by the players of Amflerdam. Yet one of your gratiofos
I cannot admire, in all the characters he aflumes. His
utterance is a continual fing-fong, like the chanting of

vefpers, and his action refembles that of heaving ballaft

into the hold of a fhip. In his outward deportment, he
feems to have confounded the ideas of dignity and info-

lence of mien ; acts the crafty, cool, defigning Crook-

back, as a loud, fhallow, blultering Hector ; in the cha-

racter of the mild patriot Brutus, he lofes all temper and
decorum , nay, fo ridiculous is the behaviour of him and
Camus at their interview, that, fetting foot to foot, and

grinning at each other, with the afpect of two coblers en-

raged, they thrufl their left fides together with repeated
fhocks, that the hilts of their fwords may clafh for the

entertainment of the audience, as if they were a couple
of Merry Andrews, endeavouring to raife the laugh of the

vulgar, on fome fcaffold at Bartholomew Fair. The de-

fpair of a great man, who falls a facrifice to the infernal

practices of a fubtle traitor, that enjoyed his confidence,
this Englifh uEfopus reprefents, by beating his own fore-

head, and bellowing like a bull ; and indeed, in almofl all

his moft interefling fcenes, performs fuch flrange makings
Vol. II. T
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of the head, and other antic gefticulations, that, when I

firft faw him at, I imagined the poor man laboured un-
der that paralytical diforder, which is known by the name
of St. Virus's dance. In {hort, he feems to be a ftranger
to the more refined fenfations of the foul, confequently
his exprelTion is of the vulgar kind, and he muft often

link under the idea of the poet ; fo that he has recourfe

to fuch violence of affected agitation, as impofes upon the

undifcerning fpectator, but, to the eye of talte, evinces

him a mere player of that clafs whom your admired Shak-

fpeare juftly compares to nature's journeyman tearing a

paflion to rags. Yet this man, in fpite of all thefe abfur-

dities, is an admirable Falftaff, exhibits the character of

the Eighth Henry to the life, is reafonably applauded in

the Plain Dealer, excels in the part of Sir John Brute,
and would be equal to many humorous fituations in low

comedy, which his pride will not allow him to undertake.

I fhould not have been fo fevere upon this actor, had I

not feen him extolled by his partizans with the mofh ridi-

culous and fulfome manifestations of praife, even in thofe

very circumltances wherein (as I have obferved) he chief-

ly failed."

Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifications of

fuch a celebrated actor in England treated with fuch free-

dom and difrefpect, anfwered with fome afperity, that

the chevalier was a true critic, more induftrious in ob-

ferving the blemifhes, than in acknowledging the excel-

lence of thofe who fell under his examination.

It was not to be fuppofed that one actor could fhine

equally in all characters r and though his obfervations

were undoubtedly very judicious, he himfelf could net

help wondering that fome of them had always efcaped
his notice, though he had been an aiTvduous frequenter of

the playhoufe.
" The player in queftion (faid he) has, in

your own opinion, considerable (hare of merit in the cha-

racters of comic life ; and as to the manners of the great

pevfonages in tragedy, and the operation of the grand paf-
fions of the foul, I apprehend they may be variouily re-

prefented, according to the various complexion and cul-

tivation of different men. A Spaniard, for example,

though impelled by the fame paflion, will exprefs it very

differently from a Frenchman ; and what is looked upon
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ds graceful vivacity and addrefs by the one, would be con-

fidered as impertinence and foppery by the other : Nay,
fo oppofite is your common deportment from that of fome

other nations, that one of your own countrymen, in the

relation of his travels, obferves, that the Perfians, even of

this age, when they _ fee any man perform unnecefTary

geftures, fay he is either a fool or a Frenchman. The
Standard of demeanour being thus unfettled, a Turk, a

Moor, an Indian, or inhabitant of any country, whofe

cuftoms and drefs are widely different from ours, may,
in his fentiments, pofTefs all the dignity of the human
heart, and be infpired by the nobleft paflion that animates

the foul, and yet excite the laughter rather than the re-

fpet of an European fpectator.
" When I firft beheld your famous Parifian ftage-he-

roine in one of her principal parts, her attitudes feemed

fo violent, and fhe toffed her arms around with fuch ex-

travagance, that (lie put me in mind of a wind-mill under

the agitation of a hard gale ; while her voice and features

exhibited the lively reprefentation of an Engliih fcold.

The action of your favourite male performer was, in my
opinion, equally unnatural ; he appeared with the affect-

ed airs of a dancing-maiter ; at the mod pathetic junc-
tures of his fate, he

lifted up his hands above his head,
like a tumbler going to vault, and fpoke as if his throat

had been obftruted by an hair-brufh ; yet, when I com-

pared their manners with thofe of the people before whom
they performed, and made allowance for that exaggeration
which obtains on all theatres, I was infenfibly reconciled

to their method of performance, and I could diflinguifh
abundance of merit beneath that oddity of appearance."
The chevalier, perceiving Peregrine a little irritated at

what he had faid, afked pardon for the liberty he had ta-

ken in cenfuring the Englifh players, afTuring him that he
had an infinite veneration for the Britifh learning, genius,
and tafte, which were fo juflly diflinguifhed in the world
of letters ; and that, notwithstanding the feverity of his

criticifm, he thought the theatre of London much better

fupplied with actors than that of Paris. The young gen-
tleman thanked him for his polite condefcenfion,at which
Pallet exulted, faying, with a fhake of the head,

"
I be-

lieve fo too, Monfieur j" and the phyfician, impatient of

Tij
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the difpute in which he had bore no fhare, obferved, with
a fupercilious air, that the modern ftage was altogether
beneath the notice of one who had an idea of ancient

magnificence and execution ; that plays ought to be ex-

hibited at the expence of the ftate, as thofe of Sophocles
were by the Athenians ; and that proper judges mould.

be appointed for receiving or rejecting all fuch perform-
ances as are offered to the public.
He then defcribed the theatre at Rome, which contain-

ed eighty thoufand fpeelators, gave them a learned difqui-
fition into the nature of the perfona, or mafic, worn by the

Roman actors, which (he faid) was a machine that cover-

ed the whole head, furnifhed on the infide with a brazen

concavity, that, by reverberating the found, as it ifTued

from the mouth, raifed the voice, fo as to render it au-

dible to fuch an extended audience. He explained the

difference between the faltator and declamatory one of

whom acted, while the other rehearfed the part ; and
from thence took occafion to mention the perfections of

their pantomimes, who were fo amazingly diftinr, in the

exercife of their art, that a certain prince of Pontus, be-

ing at the court of Nero, and feeing one of them repre-
fent a ftory, begged him of the emperor, in order to em-

ploy him as an interpreter among barbarous nations, whofe

language he did not underftand. Nay, divers cynic phi-

lofophers, who had condemned this entertainment unfeen,
when they chanced to be eye witnefTes of their admirable

dexterity, exprefled their forrow for having fo long debar-

red themfelves of fuch rational enjoyment.
He dilYented, however, from the opinion of Peregrine,

who, as a proof of their excellence, had advanced, that

fome of the Englifh actors fancied themfelves the very

thing they reprefented, and recounted a ftory from Lu-

cian, of a certain celebrated pantomime, who, in acting
the part of Ajax in his frenzy, was tranfported into a

real fit of delirium, during which he tore to pieces the

clothes of that ator who ftalked before him, beating the

ftage with iron fhoes, in order to increafe the noife, match-
ed an inftrument from one of the muficians, and broke it

over the head of him who reprefented UlyfTes ; and, run-

ning to the confular bench, miftook a couple of fenators

for the fheep which were to be flain. The audience ap-



fEREGRINE PICKLE. 293

plauded him to the fkies ; but fo confcious was the mimic
of his own extravagance, when he recovered the ufe of his

reafon, that he actually fell fick with mortification ; and,

being afterwards defired to re-acl: the piece, flatly refufed

to appear in any iuch character, faying, that the fhorteft

follies were the beft, and that it was fufficient for him to

have been a madman once in his life.

CHAPTER LII.

An adventure happens to Pipes, in confequence of which he is difmiffed

from Peregrine's fervice. The whole company fet out for Ghent in

the diligence. Our hero i captivated by a lady in that carriage ; in-

terefls her fpiritual director in his behalf.

1 he doctor, being fairly engaged on the fubjecr. of the

ancients, would have proceeded the Lord knows how far,

without hefitation, had not he been interrupted by the

arrival of Mr. Joker, who, in great confufion, told them,
that Pipes, having affronted a foldier, was then furround-

ed in the ftreet, and would certainly be put to death, if

fome perfon of authority did not immediately interpofe in

his behalf.

Peregrine no fooner learned the danger of his trufty

fquire, than, fnatching up his fword, he ran down flairs,

and was followed by the chevalier, entreating him to leave

the affair to his management. Within ten yards of the

door they found Tom with his back to a wall, defending
himfelf manfully with a mopftick againft the affault of

three or four foldiers, who, at fight of the Maltefe crofs,

deufted from the attack, and were taken into cuftody by
order of the knight. One of the aggreffors, being an

Irifhman, begged to be heard with great importunity, be-

fore he ihould be fent to the guard ; and, by the media-
tion of Pickle, was accordingly brought into the hotel,

with his companions, all three bearing upon their heads
ap.d faces evident marks of their adverfary's prowefs and

dexterity. The fpokefman being confronted with Pipes,
informed the company, that, having by accident met with
Mr. Pipes, whom he confidered as his countryman, though
fortune had difpofed of them in different fervices, he in-

Tiij
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vited him to drink a glafs of wine, and accordingly car-

ried him to a cabaret, where lie introduced him to

his comrades ; but, in the courfe of the converfation,

which turned upon the power and greatnefs of the kings
of France and England, Mr. Pipes had been pleafed
to treat his Mod Chriftian Maj^fty with great difre-

lpedr. ; and v hen he (the entertainer) expoftulated with

him in a friendly manner about his impolite behaviour,

obferving, that he being in the French fervice, would be

under the neceflity of refenting his abufe, if he did not

put a flop to it before the other gentlemen of the cloth

fhould comprehend his meaning, he had fet them all three

at defiance, difhonoured him in particular with the op^

probrious epithet of rebel to his native king and country,
and even drank (in broken French) to the perdition of

Lewis and all his adherents ! that, compelled by this out-

rageous conduct, he, as the perfon who had recommended
him to their fociety, had, in vindication of his'own cha-

racter, demanded fatisfation of the delinquent, who, on

pretence of fetching a iword, had gone to his lodging,
from whence he all of a fudden fallied upon them with

the mopflick, which he employed in the annoyance of

them all without diftinction, fo that they were obliged to

draw in their own defence.

Pipes, being queftioned by his mafler with regard to

the truth of this account, owned that every circumftance

was juitly represented ; faying, he did not value their

cheefe-toafters a pinch of oakum ; and that, if the gentle-
man had not (hot in betwixt them, he would have trim-

med them to fuch a tunc, that they fhould not have had
a whole yard to fquare. Peregrine reprimanded him

fharply for his unmannerly behaviour, and infifted upon
his aiking pardon of thole he had injured upon the fpot.
But no confideration was efficacious enough to produce
fuch conceflion ; to this command he was both deaf and

dumb, and the repeated threats of his mafter had no more
eflfft than if they had been addrefled to a marble ftatue.

At length our hero, incenfed at his obftinacy, ftarted up,
and would have chaftifed him with manual operation,
had not he been prevented by the chevalier, who found
means to moderate his indignation fo far, that he content-

ed himfelf with difmifling the offender from his fervice;
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and after having obtained the difcharge of the prifoners,

gave them a Louis to drink, by way of recompenfe for

the difgrace and damage they had fuilained.

The knight, perceiving our young gentleman very mucli

ruffled at this accident, and reflecting upon the extraor-

dinary deportment and appearance of his valet, whofe
hair had by this time adopted a grizzled hue, imagined
he was fome favourite domellic, who had grown gray in

the fervice of his mailer's family, and that of confequence
he was uneafy at the facrifice he had made. Swayed by
this conjecture, he earneftly folicited in his behalf ; but

all he could obtain was a promife of re-admitting him in-

to favour on the terms already propoied, or at lead on
condition that he mould make his acknowledgment to the

chevalier, for his want of reverence and refpct for the

French monarch.

Upon this condefcenfion, the culprit was called up
flairs, and made acquainted with the mitigation of his

fate ; upon which he faid, he would down on his marrow-
bones to his own mafter, but would be damn'd before he
would alk pardon of e'er a Frenchman in Chriftendom.

Pickle, exafperated at this blunt declaration, ordered him
out of his prefence, and charged him never to appear be-

fore his face again ; while the officer in vain employed
all his influence and addrefs to appeafe his refentment,
and about midnight took his leave with marks of morti-

fication at his want of fuccefs.

Next day the company agreed to travel through Flan-

dors in the diligence, by the advice of Peregrine, who
was not without hope of meeting with fome adventure
or amufement in that carriage ; and Jolter took care to

fecure places for them all : It being rtfolved that the va-

let de charnbre and the doctor's man mould attend the

vehicle on horfeback ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, he
was left to reap the fruits of his own ftubborn difpofition,

notwithflanding the united efforts of the whole triumvi-

rate, who endeavoured to procure his pardon.

Every previous meafure being thus taken, they fet out
from Lifle about fix in the morning, and found themfelves
in the company of a female adventurer, a very handfome

young lady, a Capuchin, and a Rotterdam Jew. Our
young gentleman, being the firfl of this fociety that en-

T
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tered, furveyed the ftrangers with an attentive eye, and

feared himfelf immediately behind the beautiful unknown,
who at once attracted his attention. Pallet, feeing ano-

ther lady unengaged, in imitation of his friend, took pof-

feffion of her neighbourhood ; the phyfician paired with

the prieft, and Jolter fat down by the Jew.
The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, when

Pickle, accofting the fair incognita, congratulated himfelf

upon his happinefs in being the fellow-traveller of fo

charming a lady. She, without the lead referve or af-

fectation, thanked him for his compliment, and replied

with a fprightly air, that now they were embarked in one

common bottom, they muft club their endeavours to make
one another as happy as the nature of their fituation

would permit them to be. Encouraged by this frank in-

timation, and, captivated by her fine black eyes and eafy

behaviour, he attached himfelf to her from that moment ;

and, in a little time, the converfation became fo particu-

lar, that the Capuchin thought proper to interfere in the

difcourfe, in fuch a manner as gave the youth to under-

ftand that he was there on purpofe to fuperintend her

conduct:. He was doubly rejoiced at this difcovery, in

confcquence of which he hoped to profit in his addreffes,

not only by the young lady's reftraint, that never fails to

operate in behalf of the lover, but alfo by the corrupti-

bility of her guardian, whom he did not doubt of ren-

dering propitious to his caufe. Flufhed with thefe ex-

pectations, he behaved with uncommon complacency to

the father, who was charmed with the affability of his

carriage, and on the faith of his generofity, abated of his

vigilance fo much, that our hero carried on his fuit with-

out further moleftation ; while the painter, in figns and
loud burfts of laughter, converfed with his Dulcinia, who
was perfectly well verfed in thefe fimple expreffions of

fatisfaction, and had already found means to make a dan-

gerous invafion upon his heart.

Nor were the governor and phyfician unemployed, while
their friends interefted themfelves in this agreeable manner.

Jolter no fooner perceived the Hollander was a Jew, than

he entered into an inve(ligation of the Hebrew tongue, in

which he was a connoiffeur ; and the doctor, at the fame
time attacked the mendicant on the ridiculous maxims of
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his order, together with the impofitions of prieft-craft in

general, which (he observed) prevail fo much among thofe

who proft-fs the Roman Catholic religion.

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their own con-

verfation apart, without any danger of encroachment , and
all were fo intent upon their feveral topics, that they fcarce

allowed themfelves a fmall interval in viewing the def-
lation of Menin, as they paned through that ruined fron-

tier. About twelve o'clock they arrived at Courtray,
where the horfes are always changed, and the company
halt an hour for refreihment. Here Peregrine handed
his charmer into an apartment, where fhe was joined by
the other lady ; and, on pretence of feeing fome of the

churches in town, put himfelf under the direction of the

Capuchin, from whom he learned that the young lady
was wife to a French gentleman, to whom (he had been

married about a year, and that fhe was now on her jour-

ney to vifit her mother, who lived in BrufTels, and who
at that time laboured under a lingering diflemper, which,
in all probability, would foon put a period to her life.

He then launched out in praife of her daughter's virtue

and conjugal affedtion ; and laftly told him, that he was
her father confeflbr, and pitched upon to be her conduc-
tor through Flanders, by her hufband, who, as well as

his wife, placed the utmoft confidence in his prudence
and integrity.

Pickle eafily comprehended the meaning of this infi-

nuation, and took the hint accordingly. He tickled the

prieft's vanity, with extraordinary encomiums upon the

difinterefted principles of his order, which were detached

from all worldly purfuits, and altogether devoted to the

eternal falvation of mankind. He applauded their pa-
tience, humility, and learning, and lavilhed a world of

praife upon their talent in preaching, which (he faid)
had more than once operated fo powerfully upon him,
that, had he not been reftrained by certain confiderations

which he could not poflibly wave, he fhould have em-
braced their tenets, and begged admiffion into their fra-

ternity : But, as the circumftances of his fate would not

permit him to take fuch a falutary meafure for the pre-
fent, he entreated the good father to accept a fmall token

of his love and refpect, for the benefit of that convent
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to which he belonged. So faying, he pulled out a purfe
of ten guineas, which the Capuchin obferving, turned

his head another way, and, lifting up his arm, difplayed
a pocket almolt as high as his collar bone, in which he

depofited the money.
This proof of affection for the order produced a fud-

den and furprifing effect upon the friar. In the tranfport
of his zeal he wrung this femi-convcrt's hand, fhowered

a thoufand benedictions upon his head, and exhorted him,
with the tears flowing from his eyes, to perfect the great
work which the finger of God had begun in his heart ;

and, as an inftance of his concern for the welfare of his

precious foul, the holy brother promifed to recommend
him ftrenuoufly to the pious admonitions of the young
woman under his care, who was a perfect: faint upon
earth, and endowed with the peculiar gift of mollifying
die hearts of obdurate finners. " O father ! (cried the

hypocritical projector, who by this time perceived that

his money was not thrown away) if I could be favoured

but for one half hour with tle private inftruction of that

infpired devotee, my mind prefages, that I mould be a

flrayed fheep brought back into the fold, and that I Ihould

find eafy entrance at the gates of heaven ! There is fome-

thing fupernaturaL in her afpect j I gaze upon her with

the molt pious fervour, and my whole foul is agitated
with tumults of hope and defpair !" Having pronounced
this rhapfody with tranfport half natural and half affected,

the prielt allured him, that thefe were operations of the

fpirit, which muft not be reprefled \ and comforted him
with the hope of enjoying the blefled interview which he

defired, protefting, that, as far as his influence extended,
his wifh mould be that very evening indulged. The gra-
cious pupil thanked him for his benevolent concern, which
he fwore Ihould not be Squandered upon an ungrateful

object j and the reft of the company interrupting the

converlation, they returned in a body to the inn, where

they dined all together, and the ladies were perfuaded to

be our hero's guells.
As the fubjects on which they had been engaged be-

fore dinner were not exhaufted, each brace refumed their

former theme when they were replaced in the diligence.
The painter's miftrefs finiftied her conqueft, by exerting
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her fkill in the art of ogling, accompanied by frequent

bewitching fighs, and fome tender French fongs, that fhe

fung with fuch pathetic exprefhon, as quite melted the

refolution of Pallet, and utterly fubdued his affection :

And he, to convince her of the importance of her vic-

tory, gave a fpecimen of his own talents, by entertaining
her with that celebrated Englifh ditty, the burden of

which begins with, The pigs they lie with their arfes bare.

CHAPTER LIII.

He makes fome progrefs in her affections ; is interrupted by a difpute
between Joker and the Jew ; appeafes the wrath of the Capuchin,
who procures for him an interview with his fair enflaver, in which lie

finds himfelf deceived.

x eregrine, meanwhile, employed all his infinuation and
addrefs in pratifing upon the heart of the Capuchin's
fair charge. He had lpng ago declared his pailion, not

in the fuperficial manner of a French gallant, but with
all the ardour of an enthufiaft. He had languifhed, vow-

ed, flattered, luffed her hand by Health, and had no rea-

fon to complain of his reception. Though, by a man of

a lefs fanguine difpofition, her particular complaifance
would have been deemed equivocal, and perhaps nothing
more than the effecl: of French breeding and conftitution-

al vivacity, he gave his own qualifications credit for the

whole, and with thefe ferrtiments carried on the attack

with fuch unabating vigour, that fhe was actually pre-
vailed upon to accept a ring, which he prefented as a to-

ken of his efteem
; and every thing proceeded in a molt

profperous train, when they were diflurbed by the gover-
nor and Ifraelite, who in the heat of difputation raifed

their voices, and poured forth fuch effufions of gutturals,
as fet our lover's teeth on edge. As they fpoke in a lan-

guage unknown to every one in the carriage but them-

ielves, and looked at each other with mutual animofity
and rancour, Peregrine defired to know the caufe of their

contention. Upon which Jolter exclaimed in a furious

tone,
" This learned Levite, forfooth, has the impudence

to tell me that I don't underftand Hebrew , and affirms,
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that the word Benoni fignifies child of joy ; whereas I can

prove, and indeed have already faid enough to convince

any reafonable man, that in the Septuagint it is rightly
trar.flated into fort of my forrotv." Having thus explained
himfelf to his pupil, he turned to the prieft, with inten-

tion to appeal to his determination ; but the Jew pulled
him by the fleeve with great eagernefs, faying,

" For the

love of Gcd be quiet, the Capuchin will difcover who
we are !" Jolter, offended at this conjunction, echoed
w Who we are !" with great emphafis ,

and repeating nos

potna natamus> afked ironically to which of the tribes the

Jew thought he belonged ? The Levite, affronted at his

comparing him to a ball of horfe-dung, replied, with a

molt fignificant grin,
" To the tribe of Iffachar." His

antagonift, taking the advantage of his unwillingnefs to

be known by the friar, and prompted by revenge for the

freedom he had ufed, anfwered in the French language,
that the judgment of God was ftill manifeft upon their

whole race, not only in their being in the ftate of exiles

from their native land, but alfo in the fpite of their hearts

and pravity of their diipofitions, which demonftrate them
to be the genuine offspring of thofe who crucified the

Saviour cf the world.

His expectation was, however, defeated ; the prieft

himfelf was too deeply engaged to attend to the debates

of other people. The phyfician, in the pride and infolence

of his learning, had undertaken to difplay the abfurdity
of the Chriftian faith

; having already (as he thought)
confuted the Capuchin, touching the points of belief in

which the Roman Catholics differ from the reft of the
world. But not contented with the imagined victory he
had gained, he began to ftrike at the fundamentals of re-

ligion ; and the father, with incredible forbearance, fuf-

fcred him to make very free with the doctrine of the Tri-

nity : But, when he levelled the fhafts of his ridicule at

the immaculate conception of the Bleffed Virgin, the

good man's patience forfook him, his eyes feemed to kin-

dle with indignation, he trembled in every joint, and ut-

tered with a loud voice,
" You are an abominable I

will not call thee heretic, for thou art worfe (if poflible)
than a Jew ; you deferve to be enclofed in a furnace feven

times heated, and I have a good mind to lodge an infor-
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mation again (I you with the governor of Ghent, that you

may be apprehended and punifhed an an impious blaf-

phemer."
This menace operated like a charm on all prefent.

The doctor was confounded, the governor difmayed, the

Levite's teeth chattered, the painter was aftonifhed at the

general confufion, the caufe of which he could not com-

prehend ; and Pickle himfelf, not a little alarmed, was

obliged to ufe all his intereft and afliduity in appeafing
this fon of the church, who at length, in confideration

of the friendfhip he profefled for the young gentleman,
confented to forgive what had pafled, but abfolutely re-

fufed to fit in contact with fuch a profane wretch, whom
he looked upon as a fiend of darknefs fent by the enemy
of mankind to poifon the minds of weak people ; fo that

after having crofTed himfelf, and muttered certain exor-

cifms, he infilled upon the doctor's changing places with

the Jew, who approached the offended ecclefiaftic in an

agony of fear.

Matters being thus compromifed, the converfation flow-

ed in a more general channel ; and without the interven-

tion of any other accident, or bone of contention, the

carriage arrived at the city of Ghent about feven in the

evening. Supper being befpoke for the whole company,
our adventurer and his friends went out to take a fuperfi-
cial view of the place, leaving his new miftrefs to the

pious exhortations of her confeflbr, whom (as we have

already obferved) he had fecured in his intereft. This
zealous mediator fpoke fo warmly in his commendation,
and intereited her confcience fo much in the affair, that

fhe could not refufe her helping-hand to the great work
of his converfion, and promifed to grant the interview he
defired.

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the Capu-
chin communicated to Peregrine at his return, elevated

his fpirits to fuch a degree, that he fhone at fupper with
uncommon brilliance, in a thoufand (allies of wit and

pleafantry, to the admiration and delight of all prefent,

especially of his fair Fleming, who feemed quite capti-
vated by his perfon and behaviour.

The evening being thus fpent to the fatisfaUon of all

parties, the company broke up, and retired to their feveral
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apartments, when our lover, to his unfpeakable mortifi-

cation, learned that the two ladies were obliged to lie in

the fame room, all the other chambers of the inn being

pre-occupied. When he imparted this difficulty to the

prieft, that charitable father, who was very fruitful in

expedients, allured him, that his fpiritual concerns fhould

not be obftrudted by fuch a (lender impediment ; and ac-

cordingly availed himfelf of his prerogative, by going in-

to his daughter's chamber when {he was almoif. undref-

fed, and leading her into his own, on pretence of admi-

nillcring falutary food for her foul. Having brought the

two votaries together, he prayed for fuccefs to the opera-
tions of grace, and left them to their mutual meditations,
after having conjured them in the mod folemn manner
to let no impure fentiments, or temptations of the flefh,

interfere with the hallowed defign of their meeting.
The reverend interceflbr being gone, and the door faf-

tened on the infide, the pfeudo-convert, tranfported with

his paffion, threw himfelf at Amanda's feet ; and begging
fhe would fpare him the tedious form of addreffes, which
the nature of their interview would not permit, him to

obferve, began with all the impetuofity of love to make
the molt by the occafion. But whether fhe was difpleafed

by the intrepidity and aflurance cf his behaviour, think-

ing herfelf entitled to more courtfhip and refpet, or wa3

really better fortified with chafiity than he or his procure?
had fuppofed her to be, certain it is, fhe expreiTed refent-

ment and furprife at his boldnefs and prefumption, and

upbraided him with having impofed upon the charity of

the friar. The young gentleman was really as much a-

ftonhiied at this rebuff, as fhe pretended to be at his de-

claration, and earneftly entreated her to confider how

precious the moments weie, and for once facrifice fuper-
fluous ceremony to the happinefs of one who adored her

with fuch a flame, as could not fail to confume his vitals,

if fhe would not deign to blefs him with her favour.

Notwithftanding all his tears, vows, and fupplications,
his perfonal accomplifhrnents, and the tempting opportu-

nity, all that he could obtain was an acknowledgment of

his having made an imprefiion upon her heart, which (he

hoped the dictates of her duty would enable her to erafe.

This confeffion he confidered as a delicate confent ; and,
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obeying the impulfe of his love, fnatched her up in his

arms, with an intention of feizing that which fhe declin-

d to give j when this French Lucretia, unable to defend

her virtue any other way, fcreamed aloud ; and the Ca-

puchin, fetting his moulder to the door, forced it open,
and entered in an affected ecftafy of amazement. He
lifted up his hands and eyes, and pretended to be thun-

derftruck at the difcovery he had made ; then, in broken

exclamations, profeffed his horror at the wicked intention

of our hero, who had covered fuch a damnable fcheme
with the malk of religion.

In fhort, he performed his cue with fuch dexterity, that

the lady, believing him in earned, begged he would for-

give the ftranger, on account of his youth and education,
which had been tainted by the errors of herefy : and he
was on thefe confiderations content to accept the fubmif-

fion of our hero, who, far from renouncing his expecta-
tions, notwithstanding this mortifying repulfe, confided

fo much in hi* own talents, and the confeflion which his

miftrefs had made, that he refolved to make another ef-

fort, to which nothing could have prompted him but the

utmoft turbulence of unruly defire.

CHAPTER LIV.

He makes another effort towards the accomplifhment of his wifh, 'which

is poftponed by a ftrange accident.

JlIe directed his valet de chambre, who was a thorough-

paced pimp, to kindle fome draw in the yard, and then

pafs by the door of her apartment, crying (with a loud

voice) that the houfe was on fire. This alarm brought
both ladies out of their chamber in a moment ; and Pere-

grine, taking the advantage of their running to the ftreet

door, entered the room, and concealed himfelf under a

large table that ftood in an unobferved corner. The

nymphs, as foon as they underftood the caufe of his Mer-

cury's fuppofed affright, returned to their apartment, and,

having faid their prayers, undrefled themfelves, and went
to bed. This fcene, which fell under the obfervation of

Pickle, did not at all contribute to the cooling of his con*
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cupifcence, but, on the contrary, inflamed him to fuch &

degree, that he could fcarce reftrain his impatience, until

by her breathing deep, he concluded the fellow lodger of

his Amanda was afleep. This welcome note no fooner

faluted his ears, than he crept to his charmer's bed-fide,

and, placing himfelf on his knees, gently laid hold on her

white hand, and prefled it to his lips. She had juft be-

gun to clofe her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable opprefiion
of flumber, when fhe was roufed by this rape, at which
fhe Itarted, pronouncing, in a tone of furprife and difmay," My God ! who's that ?" The lover, with the moft in-

finuating humility, befought her to hear him ; vowing,
that his intention in approaching her thus, was not to

violate the laws of decency, or that indelible efteem which
fhe had engraven on his heart, but to manifeft his forrow

and contrition for the umbrage he had given, to pour
forth the overflowings of his foul, and tell her that he
neither could nor would furvive her difpleafure. Thefe,
and many other pathetic proteftations, accompanied with

fighs and tears, and other expreffions of grief, which our

hero had at command, could not fail to melt the tender

heart of the amiable Fleming, already prepofTefled in fa-

vour of his qualifications. She fympathized fo much
with his affliction as to weep in her turn, when fhe repre-
fented the impoflibility of her rewarding his paffion ; and

he, feizing the favourable moment, reinforced his folici-

tations with fuch irrefiftible tranfports, that her refolu-

tion gave way, fhe began to breathe quick, expreffed her

fear of being overheard by the other lady, and, with an

ejaculation of " O Heavens ! I'm undone ;" fuffered him

(after a faint ftruggle) to make a lodgement upon the co-

vered way of her bed. Her honour, however, was fe-

cured for the prefent, by a ftrange fort of knocking upon
the wainfcot, at the other end of the room, hard by the

bed in which the female adventurer lay.

Surprifcd at this circumltance, the lady begged him
for heaven's fake to retreat, or her reputation would be

ruined for ever : But when he reprefented to her, that

her character would run a much greater rifle if he fhould

be detected in withdrawing, fhe confented with great

trepidation to his flay j and they liftened in filence to the

fequel of the noife that alarmed them. This was no other

2
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than an expedient of the painter, to awaken his Dulci-

nea, with whom he had made an aflignation, or at lead

interchanged fuch fignals as he thought amounted to a

firm appointment. His nymph being difturbed in her

firft ileep, immediately underftood the found, and, true

to the agreement, rofe, and unbolting the door as foftly
as poffible, gave him admittance, leaving it open for his

more commodious retreat.

While this happy gallant was employed in difengaging
himfelf from the diihabille in which he had entered, the

Capuchin, fufpetling that Peregrine would make another

attempt upon his charge, had crept filently to the apart-

ment, in order to reconnoitre, left the adventure mould
be achieved without his knowledge ; a circumtlance that

would deprive him of the profits he might expect from
his privity and concurrence. Finding the door unlatched,
his fufpicion was confirmed, and he made no fcruple of

creeping into the chamber on all four ; fo that the painter*

having ftripped himfelf to the fhirt, in groping about for

his Dulcinea's bed, chanced to lay his hand upon the

(haven crown of the father's head, which, by a circular

motion, the priell began to turn round in his grafp, like

a ball in a focket, to the furprife and confternation of

poor Pallet, who, having neither penetration to compre-
hend the cafe, nor refolution to withdraw his fingers from
this ftrange objecl: of his touch, flood fweating in the

dark, and venting ejaculations with great devotion. The
friar, tired with this exercife, and the painful poflure in

which he {looped, raifed himfelf gradually upon his feet;

heaving up at the fame time the hand of the painter*
whofe terror and amazement increafed to fuch a degree
at this unaccountable elevation, that his faculties began
to fail ; and his palm, in the confufion of his fright,

Hiding over the priefl's forehead, one of his fingers hap-

pened to flip into his mouth, and was immediately fe-

cured between the Capuchin's teeth, with as firm a fix-

ture as if it had been fcrewed in a blackfmith's vice. The

painter was fo much difordered by this fudden fnap, which
tortured him to the bone, that, forgetting all other con-

fiderations, he roared aloud,
" Murder ! a fire ! a trap,

a trap ! help, Chrillians, for the love of God, help !"

Our hero, confounded by theie exclamations, which he

Vl. II. U
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knew would foon fill the room with fpe&ators, and in-

cenfed at his own mortifying difappointment, was obliged
to quit the untafted banquet, and approaching the caufe

of his misfortune, juft as his tormentor had thought pro-

per to releafe his finger, difcharged fuch a hearty flap be-

tween his fhoulders, as brought him to the ground with

hideous bellowing ; then retiring unpcrceived to his own
chamber, was one of the fir ft who returned with a light,

on pretence of having been alarmed with his cries. The

Capuchin had taken the fame precaution, and followed

Peregrine into the room, pronouncing Benedicite, and crof-

ling himfelf with many marks of aftonifhment. The phy-
fician and Jolter appearing at the fame time, the unfor-

tunate painter was found lying naked on the floor, in all

the agony of horror and difmay, blowing upon his left

hand, that hung dangling from the elbow. The circum-

ftance of his being found in that apartment, and the at-

titude of his affliction, which was extremely ridiculous,

provoked the doctor to a fmile, and produced a fmall re-

laxation in the feverity of the governor's countenance ;

while Pickle, teftifying furprife and concern, lifted him
from the ground, and inquired into the caufe of his pre-
fent fituation. Having, after fome recollection, and fruit-

lefs endeavours to fpeak, recovered the ufe of his tongue,
he told them that the houfe was certainly haunted by evil

fpirits, by which he had been conveyed (he knew not how)
into that apartment, and afflicted with all the tortures of

hell : That one of them had made itfelf fenfible to his

feeling, in the fhape of a round ball of fmooth flefh,

which turned round under his hand, like an aftrono-

mer's globe, and then rifing up to a furprifing height>
was converted into a machine that laid hold on his finger,

by a fnap, and having pinned him to the fpot, he con-
tinued for fome moments in unfpeakable agony. At laft

he faid the engine feemed to melt away from his finger,
and he received a fudden thwack upon his fhoulders, as

if difcharged by the arm of a giant, which overthrew him
in an inftant upon the floor. The prieft hearing this

ftrange account, pulled out of one of his pouches a piece
of confecrat -d candle, which he lighted immediately, and
muttered certain myfterious conjurations. Jolter, ima-

gining that Pallet was drunk, fhook his head, faying, he
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believed the fpirit was no where but in his own brain.

The phyfician for once conde(bended to be a wag, and

looking towards one of the beds, obferved, that in his

opinion, the painter had been milled by the fleth, and not

by the fpirit. The fair Fleming lay in filent aftonilhment

and affright , and her fellow-lodger, in order to acquit
herfelf of all fufpicion, exclaimed with incredible volubi-

lity againfl: the author of this uproar, who (fhe did not

doubt) had concealed himfelf in the apartment, with a

view of perpetrating fome wicked attempt upon her pre-
cious virtue, and was pumfhed and prevented by the im-
mediate interpolation of Heaven. At her defire, there-

fore, and at the earned felicitation of the other lady, he
was conducted to his own bed, and the chamber being
evacuated, they locked their door, fully refolved to admit
no more vifitants for that night : While Peregrine, mad
with feeing the delicious morfel fnatched (as it were) from
his very lip, (talked through the paflage like a ghoft, in

hope of finding fome opportunity of re-entering, till the

day beginning to break, he was obliged to retire, curfing
the idiotical conduct of the painter, which had fo un-

luckily interfered with his delight.

CHAPTER LV.

They depart from Ghent. Our hero engages in a political difpute with
his miftrefs, whom he offends, and pacifies withfubmiflion. He prac-
tifes an expedient to detain the carriage at Aloft, and confirms the

prieft in his intereft.

JN ext day, about one o'clock, after having feen every
thing remarkable in town, and been prefent at the execu-
tion of two youths, who were hanged for ravilhing a

whore, they took their departure from Ghent, in the fame

carriage which had brought them thither ; and the con-
verfation turning upon the puniftiment they had feen in-

flicted, the Flemifh beauty exprelfed great fympathy and

cempaflion for the unhappy fufferers, who (as ihe had
been informed) had fallen victims to the malice of the

. accufer. Her fentiments were cfpoufed by all the com-

Uij
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pany, except the French lady of pleafure, who, thinking
the credit of the fiiterhood concerned in the affair, bit-

terly inveighed againft: the profligacy of the age, and par-

ticularly the bafe and villanous attempts of man upon
the chaftity of the weaker fex ; faying, with a look of

indignation, directed to the painter, that, for her own

part, (he fhould never be able to manifefl the acknow-

ledgment fhe owed to Providence, for having protected
her laft night from the wicked aims of unbridled lull.

This obfervation introduced a feries of jokes, at the ex-

pence of Pallet, who hung his ears, and fat with a filent

air of dejection, fearing that, through the malevolence

of the phyfician, his adventure might reach the ears of

his wife. Indeed, though we have made fhift to explain
the whole tranfaction to the reader, it was an inextricable

myftery to every individual in the diligence : Becaufe the

part which was acted by the Capuchin, was known to

himfelf alone ; and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle's

being concerned in the affair ; fo that the greateft fhare

of the painter's fufferings were fuppofed to be the exag-

gerations of his own extravagant imagination.
In the midfl of their difcourfe on this extraordinary

fubject, the driver told them, that they were now on the

very fpot where a detachment of the allied army had been

intercepted and cut off by the French ; and, flopping the

vehicle, entertained them with a local description of the

battle of Melle. Upon this occafion, the Flemifh lady,

who, fince her marriage, had become a keen partizan for

the- French, gave a minute detail of all the circumftances,
as they had been reprefented to her by her hufband's bro-

ther, who was in the action. This account, which funk

the number of the French to fixteen, and railed that of
the allies to, twenty thoufand men, was fo difagreeable to

truth, as well as to the laudable partiality of Peregrine,
that he ventured to contradict her affertions, and a fierce

difpute commenced, that not only regarded the prefent

queflion, but alfo comprehended all the battles in which
the Duke of Marlborough had commanded againfl Louis
the Fourteenth. In the courfe of thefe debates, fhe di-

verted the great general of all the glory he had acquired,

by affirming, that every victory he gained was purpofely
loft by the French generals, in order to bring the fchemes
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f Madame de Maintenon into difcredit ; and, as a par-
ticular inftance, alleged, that while the citadel of Lifle

was befieged, Louis faid, in prefence of the Dauphin,
that, if the allies fhould be obliged to raife the fiege, he
would immediately declare his marriage with that lady ;

upon which the fon fent private orders to Marfhal Bouf-

flers to furrender the place. This ftrange allegation was

fupported by the afieverations of the prieft and the cour-

tezan, and admitted as truth by the governor, who pre-
tended to have heard it from good authority ; while the

dodlor fat neutral, as one who thought it fcandalous to

know the hiitory of fuch modern events. The Ifraelite,

being a true Dutchman, lifted himfelf under the banners

of our hero, who, in attempting to demonftrate the abfur-

dity and improbability of what they had advanced, raifed

fuch a hue and cry againft himfeif, and being infenfibly*
heated in the altercation, irritated his Amanda to fuch a

degree, that her charming eyes kindled with fury, and he
faw great reafon to think, that, if he did not fall upon
fome method to deprecate her wrath, me would in a

twinkling facrifice all her efteem for him to her own zeal

for the glory of the French nation. Moved by this ap-

prehenfion, his ardour cooled by degrees, and he infen-

fibly detached himfelf from the argument, leaving the

whole care of fupporting it on the Jew, who, finding
himfelf deferted, was fain to yield at difcretion ; fo that

the French remained mailers of the field, and their young
heroine refumed her good humour.
Our hero having prudently fubmitted to the fuperior

intelligence of his fair enflaver, began to be harafied with

the fears of lofing her for ever, and fet his invention at

work, to contrive fome means of indemnifying himfelf

for his afliduities, prefents, and the difappointments he
had already undergone. On pretence of enjoying a free

air, he mounted the box, and employed his elocution and

generofity with fuch fuccefs, that the driver undertook to

difable the diligence from proceeding beyond the town of

Aloft for that day ; and, in confequence of his promhe,

gently overturned it when they were but a mile fhort of

that baiting place. He had taken his meafures fo dif-

creetly, that this accident was attended with no other in-

convenience than a fit of fear that took poueffion of th<5

U
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ladies, and the necefiity to which they were reduced by
the declaration of the coachman, who, upon examining
the carriage, afTured the company that the axle-tree had

given way, and advifed them to walk forward to the inn,

while he would jog after them at a flow pace, and do his

endeavour the damage mould be immediately repaired.

Peregrine pretended to be very much concerned at what

had happened, and even curfed the driver for his inad-

vertency, exprefling infinite impatience to be at BrufTels,

and wifhing that this misfortune might not detain them
another night upon the road ; but when his underftrap-

per, according to his inftruclions, came afterwards to the

inn, and gave them to underftand, that the workman he

had employed could not poffibly relit the machine in lefs

than fix hours, the crafty youth afFe&ed to lofe all tem-

per, ftormed at his emiflary, whom he reviled in the moft

opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for his mif-

condut. The fellow protefted, with great humility, that

their being overturned was owing to the failure of the

axle-tree, and not to his want of care or dexterity in

driving ; though rather than be thought the caufe of in-

commoding him, he would inquire for a poft-chaife, in

which he might depart for Bruflels immediately. This

expedient Pickle reje&ed, unlefs the whole company
could be accommodated in the fame manner ; and he had

been previoufly informed by the driver, that the town
could not furnifh more than one vehicle of that fort.

His governor, who was quite ignorant of his fcheme, re-

prefented, that one night would foon be palled, and ex-

horted him to bear this fmall difappointment with a good
grace, efpecially as the houfe feemed to be well provided
for their entertainment, and the company fo much dif-

pofed to be fociable. The Capuchin, who had found his

account in cultivating the acquaintance of the young
ftranger, was not ill pleafed at this event, which might,

by protracting the term of their intercourfe, yield him
fome opportunity of profiting ftill further by his libe-

rality : He therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his admonitions,

congratulating himfelf upon the profpec"l of enjoying his

converfation a little longer than he had expected. Our

young gentleman received a compliment to the fame pur-

pofe from the Hebrew, who had that day exercifed his
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gallantry upon the French coquette, and was not without

hope of reaping the fruits of his attention, his rival, the

painter, being quite difgraced and dejected by the adven-

ture of laft night. As for the doctor, he was too much

engrofled in the contemplation of his own importance,
to intereft himfelf in the affair, or its confequences, fur-

ther than by obferving that the European powers ought
to eftablifh public games, like thofe that were celebrated

of old in Greece ; in which cafe, every ftate would be

fupplied with fuch dexterous charioteers, as would drive

a machine at full fpeed, within a hair's breadth of a pre-

cipice, without any danger of its being overthrown. Pere-

grine could not help yielding to their remonftrances, and
united complaifance, for which he thanked them in very

polite terms, and his paflion feeming to fubfide, propofed
that they mould amufe themfelves in walking round the

ramparts. He hoped to enjoy fome private converfation

with his admired Fleming, who had this whole day be-

haved with remarkable referve. The propofal being em-

braced, he (as ufual) handed her into the ftreet, and took
all opportunities of promoting his fuit ; but they were at-

tended fo clofely by her father confeflbr, that he forefaw
it would be impracticable to accomplifh his aim, without
the connivance of that ecclefiaftic. This he was obliged
to purchafe with another purfe, which he offered, and
was accepted as a charitable atonement for his criminal

behaviour during the interview which the friar had pro-
cured for the good of his foul. The benefaction was no
fooner made, than the pious mendicant edged off by little

and little, till he joined the reft of the company, leaving
his generous patron at full liberty to profecute his pur-

pofe. It is not to be doubted that our adventurer made
a good ufe of this occafion : He praclifed a thoufand
flowers of rheroric, and actually exhaufted his whole ad-

drefs, in perfuading her to have compaflion upon his mi-

fery, and indulge him with another private audience,
without which he mould run diftra&ed, and be guilty of

extravagancies which, in the humanity of her difpofition,
fhe would weep to fee. But, inftead of complying with
his requeft, {he chid him feverely for his prefumption,
in persecuting her with his vicious addrefTes. She afTured

him, that although fhe had fecured a chamber for herfelf

Uiiij
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in this place, becaufe fhe had no ambition to be better

acquainted with the other lady, he would be in the wrong
to diflurb her with another no&urnal vifit ; for (he was

determined to deny him admittance. The lover was com-
fortfd by tliis hint, which he underftood in the true ac-

ceptation, and his paffion being inflamed by the obftacks

he had met with, his heart beat high with the profpect
of pofTeilion. Thefe raptures of expectation produced an

inquietudes which difabled him from bearing that fliare

of the conversation for which he ufed to be diftinguiihed.
His behaviour at fupper was a viciffitude of ftartings and

reveries. The Capuchin, imputing this diforder to a fe-

cond repulfe from his charge, began to be invaded with

the apprehenfion of being obliged to refund, and, in a

whifper, forbade our hero to defpair.

CHAPTER LVI.

The French coquette entraps the heart of the Jew, againft whom Pallet

enters ii to a con'piracy ; by wheh Peregrine is again difappoimea,
and the Hebrew's incontinence expofed.

JVIean while the French fyren, baulked in her delign

upon her Englifh cully, who was fo eafily difheartened,
and hung his ears in manifell defpondence, rather than

run the riik of making a voyage that fhould be altogether

unprofitable, refolved to pra&ife her charms upon the

Dutch merchant. She had already made fuch innova-

tions upon his heart, that he cultivated her with peculiar

complacency, gazed upon her with a mod libidinous (tare,

and unbended his afpecr. into a grin that was truly Ifrael-

itifh. The painter faw, and was offended at this corre-

fpondence, which he conudered as an infult upon his

misfortune, as well as an evident preference of his rival ;

and, confeious of his own timidity, fwallowed an extra-

ordinary glafs, that his, invention might be ftimulated,
and his refoiution raifed to the contrivance and execution

of fome fcheme of revenge. The wine, however, failed

in the expected effect, and, without inspiring him with

\he plan, ferved enly to quicken his defire of vengeance ^
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fo that he communicated his purpofe to his friend Pere-

grine, and begged his affiltance : but our young gentle-
man was too intent upon his own affair, to mind the con-

cerns of any other perfon ; and he declining to be engaged
in the project, Pallet had recourfe to the genius of Pickle's

valet de chambre, who readily embarked in the undertak-

ing, and invented a plan, which was executed accordingly.
The evening being pretty far advanced, and the com-

pany feparated into their refpe&ive apartments, Pickle

repaired, in all the impatience of youth and defire, to the

chamber of his charmer, and finding the door unbolted,
entered in a tranfport of joy. By the light of the moon,
which fhone through the window, he was conducted to

her bed, which he approached in the utmoft agitation,
and perceiving her to all appearance afleep, effayed to wake
her with a gentle kifs ; but this method proved ineffec-

tual, becaufe fhe was determined to fave herfelf the con-

fufion of being an accomplice in his guilt. He repeated
the application, murmured a moft paflionate falutation in

hc> ear, and took fuch other gentle methods of fignifying
his prefence, as perfuaded him that fhe was refolved to

fleep, in fpite of all his endeavours : Fluihed with this

agreeable fuppofition, he locked the door, in order to

prevent interruption, and ftealinghimfelf under the clothes,

fet fortune at defiance, while he held the fair creature

circled in his arms.

Neverthelefs, near as he feemed to be to the happy ac-

compliihment of his defire, his hope was again frustrated

with a frightful noife, which in a moment awaked his

Amanda in a fright, and, for the prefent, engaged all

his attention. His valet de chambre, whom Pallet had
confulted as a confederate in his revenge againft the lady
of pleafure and her Jewifh gallant, had hired of certain

Bohemians, who chanced to lodge at the inn, a jack-afs,
adorned with bells, which, when every body was retired

to reft, and the Hebrew fuppofed to be bedded with his

miftrefs, they led up flairs into a long thoroughfare, from
which the chambers were detached on each fide. The
painter, perceiving the

lady's door
a,-jar, according to his

expectation, mounted this animal, with intention to ride

into the room, and difturb the lovers in the midft of their

mutual endearments ; but the afs, true to its kind, find-
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ing himfelf bedrid by an unknown rider, inftead of ad-

vancing in obedience to his conductor, retreated back-

wards to the other end of the paflage, in fpite of all the

efforts of the painter, who fpurred, and kicked, and pom-
melled to no purpofe. It was the noife of this conten-

tion between Pallet and the afs which invaded the ears

of Peregrine and his miftrefs, neither of whom could

form the Ieaft rational conjecture about the caufe of fuch

ftrange difturbance, which increafed as the animals ap-

proached the apartment. At length, the Bourrique's re-

trograde motion was obftruted by the door, which it

forced open in a twinkling, with one kick, and entered

with fuch complication of found, as terrified the lady al-

moft into a fit, and threw her lover into the utmoft per-

plexity and confufion. The painter, finding himfelf thus

violently intruded into the bed-chamber of he knew not

whom, and dreading the refentment of the poffeflbr, who

might difcharge a piftol at him, as a robber who had broke

into his apartment, was overwhelmed with confirmation,
and redoubled his exertion, to accomplifh a fpeedy retreat,

fweating all the time with fear, and putting up petitions
to Heaven for his fafety ; but his obftinate companion,

xegardlefs of his fituation, inftead of fubmitting to his

conduct, began to turn round like a mill ftone, the unit-

ed found of his feet and bells producing a moft furprifing
concert. The unfortunate rider, whirling about in this

manner, would have quitted his feat, and ieft the beaft to

his own amufement, but the rotation was fo rapid, that

the terror of a fevere fall hindered him from attempting
to difmount, and, in the defperation of his heart, he
feized one of its ears, which he pinched fo unmercifully,
that the creature fet up his throat, and brayed aloud.

This hideous exclamation was no fooner heard by the fair

Fleming, already chilled by panic, and prepared with fu-

perftition, than, believing herfelf vifited by the devil,

who was permitted to punifh her for her infidelity to the

marriage-bed, fhe uttered a fcream, and began to repeat
her pater-nofter with a loud voice. Her lover, finding
himfelf under the neceffity of retiring, flarted up, and,

flung with the moft violent pangs of rage and difappoint-

ment, ran directly to the fpot whence this diabolical noife

feemed to proceed. There encountering the afs, he dif-
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charged fuch a volley of blows at him and his rider, that

the creature carried him off at a round trot, and they roar-

ed in unifon all the way. Having thus cleared the room
of fuch difagreeable company, he went back to his mif-

trefs, and alluring her that this was only fome foolifh

prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a promife of return-

ing after the quiet of the inn fliould be re-eftablifhed.

In the mean time, the noife of the Bourrique, the cries

of the' painter, and the lady's fcream, had alarmed the

whole houfe ; and the afs, in the precipitation of his re-

treat, feeing people with lights before him, took fhelter

in the apartment for which he was at firft defigned, juft
as the Levite, aroufed at the uproar, had quitted his Dul-

cinea, and was attempting to recover his own chamber

unperceived. Seeing himfelf oppofed by fuch an animal,
mounted by a tall, meagre, lanthorn-jaw'd figure, half

naked, with a white nightcap upon his head, which add-

ed to the natural palenefs of his complexion, the Jew
was forely troubled in mind, and believing it to be an

apparition of Balaam and his afs, fled backward with a

nimble pace, and crept under the bed, where he lay con-

cealed. Mr. Jolter and the prieft, who were the fore-

moft of thofe who had been aroufed by the noife, were
not unmoved when they faw fuch a fpedtacle rufhing in-

to the chamber, from whence the lady of pleafure began to

fhriek. The governor made a full halt, and the Capuchin
difcovered no inclination to proceed. They were, however,

by the preflure of the crowd that followed them, thruft

forward to the door, through which the vifion entered ;

and there Jolter, with great ceremony, complimented his

reverence with the pafs, befeeching him to walk in. The
mendicant was too courteous and humble to accept this

pre-eminence, and a very earned difpute enfued 5 during
which the afs, in the courfe of his circuit, fhowed him-
felf and rider, and in a trice decided the conteft ; for,

ftruck with this fecond glimpfe, both at one inftant fprung
backward with fuch force, as overturned the next men,
who communicated the impulfe to thofe that ftood be-

hind them, and thefe again to others ; fo that the whole

paffage was ftrewed with a long file of people, that lay
in a line, like the fequel and dependence of a pack of

cards. In the midft of this havock, our hero returned
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from his own room with an air of aftonifhment, afking
the caufe of this uproar. Receiving fuch hints of intel-

ligence as Joker's confirmation would permit him to

give, he fnatched the candle out of his hand, and advan-

ced into the haunted chamber without hefitation, being
followed by all prefent, who broke forth into a long and

loud peal of laughter, when they perceived the ludicrous

fource of their diiquiet. The painter himfelf made an

effort to join their mirth ; but he had been fo harrowed

by fear, and fmarted fo much with the pain of the disci-

pline he had received from Pickle, that he could not,

with all his endeavour, vanquifh the ruefulnefs of his

countenance. His attempt ferved only to increafe the awk-
wardnefs of his fituatio;>, which was not at all mend-
ed by the behaviour of the coquette, who, furious with

her difappointment, flipped on a petticoat and bed-gown,
and fpringing upon him, like another Hecuba, with her

nails deprived all one fide of his nofe of the fkin, and
would not have left him an eye to fee through, if fome of

the company had not refcuecl him from her unmerciful ta-

lons. Provoked at this outrage, as well as by her beha-

viour to him in the diligence, he publicly explained his

intention in entering her chamber in this equipage ; and,

milling the Hebrew among the fpectators, allured them
that he muft have abfeonded fomewhere in the apartment.
In purfuance of this intimation, the room was immedi-

ately fearched, and the mortified Levite pulled by the

heels from his lurking-place ; fo that Pallet had the good
fortune at laft to transfer the laugh from himfelf to his

rival and the French inamorata, who accordingly under-

went the ridicule of the whole audience.

CHAPTER LVII.

Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the myftery of the treatment he had re-

ceived, fails out of the frying-pan into the lire.

^Nevertheless, Pallet was ftill confounded and cha-

grined by one confideration, which was no other than
that of his having been fo roughly handled in the chamber

belonging (as he found upon inquiry) to the handfome.
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young lady who was under the Capuchin's direction.

He recollected, that the door was faft locked when his

bead burfl it open ; and he had no reafon to believe

that any perfon followed him in his irruption : On the

other hand, he could not imagine, that fuch a gentle
creature would either attempt to commit, or be able to

execute, fuch a defperate afTault as that which his body
had fuftained ; and her demeanour was fo modeft and

circumfpet, that he durft not harbour the leaft fufpicion
of her virtue.

Thefe reflections bewildered him in the labyrinth of

thought ;
he rummaged his whole imagination, endea-

vouring to account for what had happened. At length he

concluded, that either Peregrine, or the devil, or both,
muft have been at the bottom of the whole affair, and

determined, for the fatisfaction of his curiofity, to watch
our hero's motions, during the remaining part of the night,
fo narrowly, that his conduct, myfterious as it was, mould
not be able to elude his penetration. .

With thefe fentiments he retired to his own room,
after the afs had been reftored to the right owners, and
the prieft had vifited and confirmed his fair ward, who
had been almoft diffracted with fear. Silence no fooner

prevailed again, than he crawled darkling towards her

door, and huddled himfelf up in an obfcure corner, from
whence he might obferve the ingrefs or egrefs of any hu-
man creature. He had not long remained in this pofture,

when, fatigued with this adventure, and that of the pre-

ceding night, his faculties were gradually overpowered
with (lumber ; and, falling faft afleep, he began to fnore

like a whole congregation of Prefbyterians. The Flemifh

beauty, hearing this difcordant uoife in the paiTage, be-

gan to be afraid of fome new alarm, and very prudent-

ly bolted her door j fo that, when her lover wanted to

repeat his vifit, he was not only furprifed and incenfed at

this difagreeable ferenade, the author of which he did not

know, but when compelled by his paffion, which was by
this time wound to the higheft pitch, he ventured to ap-

proach the entrance, he had the extreme mortification to

find himfelf fhut out. He durft not knock to fignify his pre-
fence in any other manner, on account of the lady's re-

putation, which would have greatly fuffered, had the



318 THE ADVENTURES OF

fnorer been waked by his endeavours. Had he knowtl

that the perfon who thus thwarted his views was the

painter, he would have taken fome effe&ual ftep to re-

move him ; but he could not conceive what mould in-

duce Pallet to take up his refidence in that corner ; nor

could he ufe the afliftance of a light to diftinguifh him,
becaufe there was not a candle burning in the houfe.

It is impoflible to defcribe the rage and vexation of our

hero, while he continued thus tantalized upon the brink

of blifs, after his defire had been exafperated by the cir-

cumstances of his two former difappointments. He eja-

culated a thoufand execrations againlt his own fortune,

curfed his fellow-travellers without exception, vowed re-

venge againft the painter, who had twice confounded his

molt interefting fcheme, and was tempted to execute im-

mediate vengeance upon the unknown caufe of his pre-
fent mifcarriage. In this agony of diftraCtion did he

fweat two whole hours in the paflage, though not with-

out fome faint hopes of being delivered from his torment-

or, who, he imagined, upon waking, would undoubtedly
fhift his quarters, and leave the field free to his defigns ;

but when he heard the cock repeat his falutation to the

morn, winch began to open on the rear of night, he could

no longer reftrain his indignation. Going to his own
chamber, he filled a bafon with cold water, and, ftanding
at fome diftance, difcharged it full in the face of the gap-

ing fnorer, who, over and above the furprife occafioned

by the application, was almoft iuflocated by the liquor
that entered his mouth, and ran down into his wind-pipe.
While he gafped like a perfon half drowned, without

knowing the nature of his diiafter, or remembering the

(ituation in which he fell afleep, Peregrine retired to his

own door, and to his no fmall aftonifhment, from a long
howl that invaded his ears, learned that the patient was
no other than Pallet, who had now for the third time

baulked his good fortune.

Enrag< d at the complicated trefpafles of this unfortu-

nate offender, he rufhed from his apartment with a horfe-

whip, and encountering the painter in his flight,
over-

turned him in the paflage. There he exerciled the in-

ftrument of his wrath with great feverity, on pretence of

miftaking him for fome prefumptuous cur, which had
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disturbed the repofe of the inn ; nay, when he called

aloud for mercy in a fupplicating tone, and his chaftifer

could no longer pretend to treat him as a quadruped,
fuch was the virulence of the young gentleman's indig-

nation, that he could not help declaring his fatisfaHon,

by telling Pallet he had richly deferved the punilhment
he had undergone, for his madnefs, folly, and imperti-

nence, in contriving and executing fuch idle fchemes, as

had no other tendency than that of plaguing his neigh-
bours.

Pallet protefted, with great vehemence, that he was

innocent, as the child unborn, of an intention to give

umbrage to any perfon whatever, except the Ifraelite and

his doxy, who he knew had incurred his difpleafure.
"

But, as God is my Saviour (faid he), I believe I am
perfecuted with witchcraft, and begin to think that damn-
ed prieft is an agent for the devil ; for he has been but

two nights in our company, during which I have not

clofed an eye, but, on the contrary, have been torment-

ed by all the fiends of hell." Pickle peevilhly replied,
that his torments had been occafioned by his own foolilh

imagination ; and aflced him how he came to howl in that

corner ? The painter, who did not think proper to own
the truth, faid, that he had been tranfported thither by
fome preternatural conveyance, and foufed in water by an
invifible hand. The youth, in hope of profiting by his

abfence, advifed him to retire immediately to his bed, and

by fleep drive to comfort his brain, which feemed to be

not a little difordered by the want of that refreftiment.

Pallet himfelf began to be very much of the fame way of

thinking ; and, in compliance with fuch wholefome coun-

fel, betook himfelf to reft, muttering prayers all the way
for the recovery of his own underitanding.

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and, locking him

up, put the key in his own pocket, that he might not

have it in his power to interrupt him again : But, in his

return he was met by Mr. Jolter and the doctor, who had
been a fecond time alarmed by the painter's cries, and
come to inquire about this new adventure. Half frantic

with fuch a feries of difappointments, he curfed them in

his heart for their unfeafonable appearance. When they
queftioned him about Pallet, he told them he had found

2
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him ftark (taring mad, howling in a corner, and wet to

the fkin, and conducted him to his room, where he was
now abed. The phyfician, hearing this circumftance,
made a merit of his vanity ; and, under pretence of con-

cern for the patient's welfare, defired he might have an

opportunity of examining the fymptoms of his diforder,

without lots of time , alleging that many difeafes might
have been ftifled in the birth, which afterwards baffled

all the endeavours of the medical art. The young gen-
tleman accordingly delivered the key, and once more
withdrew into his own chamber, with a view of feizing
the firft occafion that fhould prefent itfelf of renewing his

application to his Amanda's door ; while the doctor, in

his way to Pallet's apartment, hinted to the governor his

fufpicion that the patient laboured under that dreadful

fymptom called the hydrophobia, which, he obferved, had
fometimes appeared in perfons who were not previoufly
bit by a mad dog. This conjecture he founded upon the

howl he uttered when he was foufed with water, and be-

gan to recollect certain circumftances of the painter's be-

haviour for fome days paft, which now he could plainly

perceive had prognofticated fome fuch calamity. He then

afcribed the diftemper to the violent frights he had lately

undergone ; affirmed that the affair of the Baftile had
made fuch a violent encroachment upon his underftand-

ing, that his manner of thinking and fpeaking was entire-

ly altered. By a theory of his own invention, he explain-
ed the effect of fear upon a loofe fyftem of nerves, and

demonftrated the modus in which the animal fpirits ope-
rate upon the ideas and power of imagination.

This difquifition, which was communicated at the

painter's door, might have lafted till breakfaft, had not

Jolter reminded him of his own maxim, Venienti occurrite

mcrbo ; upon which he put the key to immediate ufe, and

they walked foftly towards the bed, where the patient lay
extended at full length in the arms of fleep. The phyfi-
cian took notice of his breathing hard, and his mouth be-

ing open ; and from thefe diagnoltics declared that the

liquidum nervofum was intimately affedled, and the JaJiva

impregnated with the fpiculated particles of the virus,

howfoever contracted. This fentence was ftill farther

confirmed by the ftate of his pulfe, which, being full and

3
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flow, indicated an oppreffed circulation, from a Iofs of

elafticity in the propelling arteries. He propofed that he

ihould immediately fuffer a fecond afperfion of water,

which would not only contribute to the cure, but alfo

certify them beyond all poffibility of doubt, with regard
to the ftate of the difeafe ; for it would evidently appear,
from the manner in which he would Dear the application,
whether or not his horror of water amounted to a con-

firmed hydrophobia. Mr. Joker, in compliance with this

propofal, began to empty a bottle of water, which he
found in the room, in a bafon ; when he was interrupted

by the prefcriber, who advifed him to ufe the contents of

the chamber-pot, which, being impregnated with fait,

would operate more effectually than pure element. Thus

directed, the governor lifted up the veffel, which was re-

plete with medicine, and with one turn of his hand dif-

charged the whole healing inundation upon the ill-omen'd

patient, who, waking in the utmofl diftradtion of horror,

yelled mofl hideoufly, juft at the time when Peregrine had

brought his miftrefs to a parley, and entertained hopes of

being admitted into her chamber.

Terrified at this exclamation, (he inftantly broke off

the treaty, befeeching him to retire from the door, that

her honour might receive no injury from his being found

in that place : and he had juft enough of recollection left

to fee the necefiity of obeying the order ; in conformity to

which he retreated, well nigh deprived of his fenfes, and
almoft perfuaded that fo many unaccountable difappoint-
m^ats mull have proceeded from fome fupernatural caufe,
of which the idiot Pallet was no more than the involun-

tary inftrument.

Meanwhile, the doctor having afcertained the malady
of the patient, whofe cries, interrupted by frequent fobs

and fighs, he interpreted into the barking of a dog, and

having no more fait water at hand, refolved to renew the

bath with fuch materials as chance would afford. He
actually laid hold of the bottle and bafon ; but by this

time the painter had recovered the ufe of his fenfes fo

well, a6 to perceive his drift ; and, itarting up like a

frantic bedlamite, ran diretly to his fword, fwearing with

many horrid imprecations, that he would murder them
both immediately, if he fhould be hanged before dinner.

Vol. II. X
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They did not clioofe to wait the iflue of his threat, but
retired with fuch precipitation, that the phyfician had al-

moft diflocated his fhoulder, by running againft one fide

of the entry. Jolter, having pulled the door after him,
and turned the key, betook himfelf to flight, roaring
aloud for afliftance. His colleague, feeing the door fe-

cured, valued himfelf upon his refolution, and exhorted

him to return ; declaring, that for his own part, he was
more afraid of the madman's teeth than of his weapon,
and admonifhing the governor to re-enter, and execute

what they had left undone. " Go in (faid he) without

fear or apprehenfion, and if any accident fhall happen to

you, either from his Haver or his fword, I will aflift you
with my advice, which from this ftation I can more

coolly and diftinclly adminifter, than I fhould be able to

fupply, if my ideas were difturbed, or my attention en-

gaged in any perfonal concern."

Jolter, who could make no objection to the juftnefs of

the conclufion, frankly owned, that he had no inclination

to try the experiment ; obferving, that felf-prefervation
was the firft law of nature ; that his connections with the

unhappy lunatic were but flight ; and that it could not be

reafonably expe&ed that he would run fuch rifles for his

fervice, as were declined by one who had fet out with

him from England on the footing of a companion. This
insinuation introduced a difpute upon the nature of bene-

volence, and the moral fenfe, which (the republican ar-

gued) exifted independent of any private confideration, and

could never be affected by any contingent circumftance of

time and fortune ; while the other, who abhorred his

principles, aflerted the duties and excellence of private

friendmip, with infinite rancour of altercation.

During the hotteft of the argument, they were joined

by the Capuchin, who, being aftonifhed to fee them thus

virulently engaged at the door, and to hear the painter

bellowing within the chamber, conjured them in the

name of God, to tell him the caufe of that confufion,
which had kept the whole houfe in continual alarm dur-

ing the beft part of the night, and feemed to be the im-

mediate work of the devil and his angels. When the

governor gave him to underftand, that Pallet was vifited

with an evil fpirit, he muttered a prayer of St. Antonio
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de Padua, and undertook to cure the painter, provided he

could be fecured fo as that he might, without danger to

himfelf, burn part of a certain relic under his nofe, which

he affured them was equal to the miraculous power of

Elcazar's ring. They exprefled great curiofity to know
what this treafure was ; and the prieft was prevailed upon
to tell them in confidence, that it was a colle&ion of the

parings of the nails belonging to thofe two madmen
whom Jefus purged of the legion of devils that after-

wards entered the fwine. So faying, he pulled from one

of his pockets a fmall box, containing about an ounce of

the parings of an horfe's hoof; at fight of which, the^

governor could not help fmiling, on account of the groff-

nefs of the impofition. The doctor allced, with a fuper-
cilious fmile, whether thofe maniacs, whom Jefus cured,
were of the forrel complexion, or dapple gray ; for, from
the texture of thefe parings, he could prove, that the

original owners were of the quadruped order, and even

diftinguilh, that their feet had been fortified with fhoes

of iron.

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge againft
this fon of iEfculapius, ever fince he had made fo free

with the Catholic religion, replied, with great bitternefs,

that he was a wretch, with whom no Chriftian ought to

communicate ; that the vengeance of Heaven would one

day overtake him, on account of his profanity ; and that

his heart was fhod with a metal much harder than iron,

which nothing but hell-fire would be able to melt.

It was now broad day, and all the fervants of the inn

were a-foot. Peregrine, feeing it would be impoflible to

obtain any fort of indemnification for the time he had

loft, and the perturbation of his fpirits hindering him
from enjoying repofe, which was, moreover, obftrufted

by the noife of Pallet and his attendants, put on his

clothes at once, and, in exceeding ill humour, arrived at

the fpot where this triumvirate ftood debating about the

means of overpowering the furious painter, who (till con-

tinued his fong of oaths and execrations, and made fun-

dry efforts to break open the door. Chagrined as our

hero was, he could not help laughing when he heard

how the patient had been treated ; and his indignation

changing into companion, he called to him through the

X
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key-hole, defiring to know the reafon of his diffracted

behaviour. Pallet no fooner recognifed his voice, than

lowering his own to a whimpering tone,
" My dean

friend (faid he), I have at laft detected the ruffians who
have perfecuted me fo much. I caught them in the fact

of fuffocating me with cold water ; and by the Lord I

will be revenged, or may I never live to finifh my Cleo-

patra. For the love of God open the door, and I will

make that conceited Pagan, that pretender to tafte, that

falfe devotee of the ancients, who poifons people with

fillykickabies and devil's dung ; I fay,
I will make him

a monument of my wrath, and an example to all the

cheats and impoftors of the faculty ; and as for that

thick-headed infolent pedant, his confederate, who emp-
tied my own Jordan upon me while I flept, he had better

been in his beloved Paris, botching fchemes for his friend

the Pretender, than incur the effects of my refentment,
Gadfbodikins ! I won't leave him a wind-pipe for the

hangman to flop, at the end of another rebellion."

Pickle told him his conduct had been fo extravagant,
as to confirm the whole company in the belief that he
was actually deprived of his fenfes ; on which fuppofi-
tion Mr. Jolter and the doctor had acted the part of

friends, in doing that which they thought mod conducive

to his recovery ; fo that their concern merited his thank-

ful acknowledgment, inftead of his frantic menaces :

That, for his own part, he would be the firlt to condemn

him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, and give orders for

his being fecured as a madman, unlefs he would imme-

diately give a proof of his fanity, by laying afide his

fword, compofing his fpirits, and thanking his injured
friends for their care of his perfon.

This alternative quieted his tranfports in a moment ;

he was terrified at the apprehenfion of being treated like a

bedlamite, being dubious of the ftate of his own brain ;

and, on the other hand, had conceived fuch.a horror and

antipathy for his tormentors, that, far from believing
himfelf obliged by what they had done, he could not

even think of them without the utmoft rage and detefta-

tion. He, therefore, in the moft tranquil voice he could

aflume, protefted, that he never was lefs out of his fenfes

than at prefent, though he did not know how long he
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might retain them, if he fhould be confidered in the light
of a lunatic : That, in order to prove his being compos

mentis^ he was willing to facrifice the refentment he fo

juftly harboured againft thofe, who, by their malice, had

brought him to this pafs : But as he apprehended it

would be the greateft fign of madnefs he could exhibit,

to thank them for the mifchiefs they had brought upon
him, he defired to be excufed from making any fuch con-

ceflion ; and fwore he would endure every thing, rather

than be guilty of fuch mean abfurdity.

Peregrine held a confultation upon this reply> when
the governor and phyfician ftrenuoufly argued againft any
capitulation with a maniac, and propofed that fome me-
thod might be taken to feize, fetter, and convey him into

a dark room, where he might be treated according to the

rules of art. But the Capuchin, underftanding the cir-

cumftances of the cafe, undertook to reftore him to his

former ftate, without having any recourfe to fuch violent

meafures. Pickle, who was a better judge of the affair

than any perfon prefent, opened the door without further

hefitation, and difplayed the poor painter (landing with a

woeful countenance, fhivering in his fhirt, which was as

wet as if he had been dragged through the Dender : A
fpetacle which gave fuch offence to the chafte eyes of

the Hebrew's miftrefs, who was by this time one of the

fpeetators, that (he turned hjer head another way, and
withdrew to her own room, exclaiming againft the inde-

cent practices of men.

Pallet, feeing the young gentleman enter, ran to him,

and, fhaking him by the hand, called him his beft friend,

and faid he had refcued him from thofe who had a defign

againft his life. The prieft would have produced his par-

ings, and applied them to his nofe, but was hindered by
Pickle, who advifed the patient to fhift himfelf, and put
on his clothes. This being done with great order and

deliberation, Mr. Joker, who, with the doctor, had kept
a wary diftance, in expectation of feeing fome ftrange ef-

fects of his diftrattion, began to believe that he had been

guilty of a miftake, and accufed the phyfician of having
mifled him by his falfe diagnoftic. The doctor flill infill-

ed upon his former declaration, alluring him, that al-

though Pallet enjoyed a fhort interval for the prefent, the

X
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delirium would foon recur, unlefs they would profit by
this momentary calm, and ordered him to be blooded,

bliftered, and purged, with all imaginable defpatch.
The gover ;>r, however, notwithftanding this caution,

advanced to the injured party, and begged pardon for the

{hare he had in giving him fuch difturbance. He declar*

ed, in the mod l'olemn manner, that he had no other in-

tention than that of contributing towards his welfare, and
that his behaviour was the refult of the phyfician's pre-

scription, which he affirmed was abfolutely neceflary for

the recovery of his health.

The painter, who had very little gall in his difpofition,

was fatisfied with this apology ; but his refentment, which
was before divided, now glowed with double fire againfl
his firft fellow-traveller, whom he looked upon as the au-

thor of all the mifchances he had undergone, and marked

out for his vengeance accordingly. Yet the doors of re-

conciliation were not (hut againlt the doctor, who, with

great juftice, might have transferred this load of offence

from himfelf to Peregrine, who was, without doubt, the

fource of the painter's misfortune : But, in that cafe, he

mud have owned himfelf miitaken in his medical capa-

city ;
and he did not think the friendihip of Pallet im-

portant enough to be retrieved by fuch condefcenfion ; fo

that he refolved to neglect him entirely, and gradually

forget the former correfpondence he had maintained with

a perfon whom he deemed fo unworthy of his notice.

CHAPTER LVIII.

Peregrine, almoft diflra&ed with his difappointments, conjures the fair

Fleming to permit hit vifits at Bruflels. She withdraws from his pur-
fuit.

1 hings being thus adjufted, and all the company drefT-

ed, they went to breakfaft about five in the morning ;

and in lefs than an hour after were feated in the dili-

gence, where a profound filence prevailed. Peregrine,
who ufed to be the life of the fociety, was extremely pen-
five and melancholy on account of his mifhap, the Ifrael-

ite and his Dulcinea dejected in confequence of their dif-
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grace, the poet abforpt in lofty meditation, the painter in

fchemes of revenge, while Jolter, rocked by the motion
of the carriage, made himfelf amends for the want of reft

he had fuftained, and the mendicant, with his fair charge,
were infected by the cloudy afpect of our youth, in whofe

difappointment each of them, for different reafons, bore

no inconfiderable mare. This general languor and recefs

from all bodily exercife, difpofed them all to receive the

gentle yoke of (lumber ; and, in half an hour after they
had embarked, there was not one of them awake, except
our hero and his miftrefs, unlefs the Capuchin was pleaf-
ed to counterfeit fleep, in order to indulge our young gen-
tleman with an opportunity of enjoying fome private con-

verfation with his beauteous ward.

Peregrine did not neglect the occafion ; but, on the

contrary, feized the firft minute, and, in gentle murmurs,
lamented his hard hap in being thus the (port of fortune.

He aflured her (and that with great fincerity), that all the

crofs accidents of his life had not cod him one half of the

vexation and keennefs of chagrin which he had fuffered

laft night ; and that, now he was on, the brink of parting
from her, he fhould be overwhelmed with the blackelt

defpair, if (he would not extend her companion fo far as

to give him an opportunity of fighing at her feet in Bruf-

fels, during the few days his affairs would permit him to

fpend in that city.

This young lady, with an air of mortification, expref-
fed her forrow for being the innocent caufe of his anxiety ;

faid, (lie hoped laft night's adventure would be a falutary

warning to both their fouls ; for (he was perfuaded that

her virtue was protected by the intervention of Heaven j

that, whatever impreflion it might have made upon him,
(he was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from which
her paflion had begun to fwerve ; and, befeeching him to

forget her for his own peace, gave him to underftand,
that neither the plan (he had laid down for her own con-

duct, nor the dictates of her honour, would allow her to

receive his vifits, or carry on any other correfpondence
with him, while (he was reftricted by the articles of her

marriage vow.
This explanation produced fuch a violent effect upon

her admirer, that he was for fome minutes deprived of

X
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the faculty of fpeech , which he no foonef recovered,

than he gave vent to the molt unbridled tranfports of paf-

fion. He taxed her with barbarity and indifference ; told

her, that fhe had robbed him of his reafon and internal

peace ; that he would follow her to the ends of the earth,

and ceafe to live fooner than ceafe to love her ; that he

would facrifice the innocent fool who had been the occa-

fion of all this difquiet, and murder every man whom he

confidered as an obflrulion to his views. In a word, his

paffions, which had continued fo long in a ftate of the

higheft fermentation, together with the want of that re-

pofe which calms and quiets the perturbation of the fpi-

rits, had wrought him up to a pitch of real diftradtion.

While he uttered thefe delirious expreflions, the tears ran

down his cheeks ; and he underwent fuch agitation, that

the tender heart of the fair Fleming was affeted with his

condition ; and, while her own face was bedewed with

the ftreams of fympathy, (he begged him, for Heaven's

fake, to be compoled ; and promifed, for his falisfa&ion,

to abate fomewhat of the rigour of her purpofe. Confol-

ed by this kind declaration, he recollected himfelf ; and,

taking out his pencil, gave her his addrefs, when fhe had

allured him that he fhould hear- from her in four and

twenty hours at fartheft after their feparation.
Thus foothed, he regained the empire of himfelf, and,

by degrees, recovered his ferenity. But this was not the

cafe with his Amanda, who, from this fample of his dif-

pofition, dreaded the impetuofity of his youth, and was

effectually deterred from entering into any engagements
that might fubje& her peace and reputation to the rafh

effects of fuch a violent fpirit. Though fhe was capti-
vated by his perfon and accomplifhments, fhe had reflec-

tion enough to forefee, that the longer fhe countenanced
his paffion, her own heart would be more and more irre-

trievably engaged, and the quiet of her life the more ex-

pofed to continual interruption. She therefore profited

by thefe confiderations, and a fenfe of religious honour,
which helped her to withfland the fuggeflions of inclina-

tion, and refolved to amufe her lover with falfe hopes,
until fhe Should have it in her power to relinquifh his

converfation, without running any rifle of fuffering bv the

inconfiderate fallies of his love. \t was with this view
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that fhe defired he would not infill upon attending her to

her mother's houfe, when the diligence arrived at Bruf-

fels ; and he, cajoled by her artifice, took a formal leave

of her, together with the other ftrangers, fixing his habi-

tation at the inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had
been directed, in the impatient expectation of receiving a

kind fummons from her within the limited time.

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, he went
to fee the ftadthoufe, park, and arfenal, took a fuperficial
view of the bookfeller's cabinet of curiofities, and fpent
the evening at the Italian opera, which was at that time

exhibited for the entertainment of Prince Charles of Lor-

rain, then Governor of the Low Countries. In fhort, the

ftated period was almoft elapled, when Peregrine received

a letter to this purpofe :

"
Sir,

" If you knew what violence I do my
'

own heart, in

declaring that I have withdrawn myfelf for ever from

your addreffes, you would furely applaud the facrifice I

make to virtue, and ftrive to imitate this example of felf-

denial. Yes, Sir, Heaven hath lent me grace to ftruggle
with my guilty paffion, and henceforth to avoid the dan-

gerous fight of him who infpired it. I therefore conjure

you, by the regard you ought to have for the eternal wel-

fare of us both, as well as by the efteem and affection you
profefs, to war with your unruly inclination, and defifi:

from all attempts of fruftrating the laudable refolution I

have made. Seek not to invade the peace of one who
loves you, to difturb the quiet of a family that never did

you wrong, and to alienate the thoughts of a weak woman
from a deferving man, who, by the mod facred claim,

ought to have the full pofleffion of her heart."

This billet, without either date or fubfeription, banifh-

ed all remains of difcretion from the mind of our hero,
who ran inftantly to the landlord, in all the ecftafy of

madnefs, and demanded to fee the mefienger who brought
the letter, on pain of putting his whole family to the

fword. The innkeeper, terrified by his looks and me-
naces, fell upon his knees, protefting, in the face of Hea-

ven, that he was utterly ignorant and innocent of anv-
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thing that could give him offence, and that the billet was

brought by a perfon whom he did not know, and who
retired immediately, faying it required no anfwer. He
then gave utterance to his fury in a thoufand impreca-
tions and invectives againft the writer, whom he disho-

noured with the appellations of a coquette, a
jilt,

an ad-

venturer, who, by means of a pimping prieft, had de-

frauded him of his money. He denounced vengeance

againft the mendicant, whom he fwore he would deftroy,
if ever he fet eyes on him again. The painter unluckily

appearing during this paroxyfm of rage, he feized him by
the throat, faying, he was ruined by his accurfed folly ;

and, in all likelihood, poor Pallet would have been ftrang-

led, had not Jolter interpofed in his behalf, befceching
his pupil to have mercy upon the fufferer, and, with infi-

nite anxiety, defiring to know the eaufe of this violent af-

fault. He received no anfwer but a firing of incoherent

curfes. When the painter, with unfpeakable aftonifh-

ment, took God to witnefs that he had done nothing to

difoblige him, the governor began to think, in fad earneft,

that Peregrine's vivacity had at length rifen to the trans-

ports of actual madnefs, and was himfelf almoft diftra&-

ed with this fuppofition. That he might the better judge
what remedy ought to be applied, he ufed his whole in-

fluence, and prntifed all his eloquence upon the youth,
in order to learn the immediate caufe of his delirium.

He employed the moft pathetic entreaties, and even fhed

tears in the courfe of his fuppiication ; fo that Pickle (the
firft violence of the hurricane being blown over) was
afhamed of his own imprudence, and retired to his cham-

ber, in order to recolledt his diflipated thoughts. There
he (hut himfelf up, and, for the fecond time, perufing the

fatal epiflle, began to waver in his opinion of the author's

character and intention. He fometimes considered her as

one of thofe nymphs who, under the mafic of innocence

and fimplicity, pra&ife upon the hearts and purfes of un-

wary and unexperienced youths. This was the fuggef-
tion of his wrath, inflamed by difappointment ; but, when
he reflected upon the circumftances of her behaviour, and
recalled her particular charms to his imagination, the fe-

verity of his cenhire gave way, and his heart declared in

favour of her Sincerity. Yet even this consideration ag-
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gravated the fenfe of his lofs, and he was in danger of

relapfing into his former diffraction, when his pailion was
a little becalmed by the hope of feeing her again, either

by accident, or in the courfe of a diligent and minute in-

quiry, which he forthwith refolved to fet on foot. He
had reafon to believe, that her own heart would efpoufe
his caufe, in fpite of her virtue's determination, and did

not defpair of meeting with the Capuchin, whofe good
offices he knew he could at any time command. Com-
forted with thefe reflections, the temped of his foul fub-

fided. In lefs than two hours he joined his company,
with an air of compofure, and afked the painter's forgive-
nefs for the freedom he had taken the caufe of which
he promifed hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad of be-

ing reconciled on any terms to one whofe countenance

fupported him in equilibrio with his antagonift the doc-

tor ; and Mr. Joker was rejoiced beyond meafure at his

pupil's recovery.

CHAPTER LIX.

Peregrine meets with Mrs. Hornbeck, and is confoled for his lofs. His
valet de chambre is embroiled with her duenna, whom, however, he
finds means to appeafe.

jCjVERY thing having thus refumed its natural channel,

they dined together in great tranquillity. In the after-

noon, Peregrine, on pretence of flaying at home to write

letters, while his companions were at the coffeehoufe,
ordered a coach to be called, and, with his valet de cham-

bre, who was the only perfon acquainted with the prefent
ftate of his thoughts, fet out for the Promenade, to which
all the ladies of fafhion refort in the evening during the

fummer feafon, in hopes of feeing his fugitive among the

reft.

Having made a circuit round the walk, and narrowly
obferved every female in the place, he perceived at fome
diftance the livery of Hornbeck upon a lacquey that flood

at the back of a coach : upon which he ordered his man
to reconnoitre the faid carriage, while he pulled up his

glaffes, that he might not be difcovered, before he fhould
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have received fome intelligence, by which he might con-

duel: himfelf on this unexpected occafion, that already

began to interfere with the purpofe of his coming thi-

ther, though it could not difpute his attention with the

idea of his charming unknown.
His Mercury having made his obfervations, reported,

that there was no body in the coach but Mrs. Hornbeck
and an elderly woman, who had all the air of a duennaj
and that the lervant was not the fame footman who had

attended them in France. Encouraged by this informa-

tion, our hero ordered himfelf to be driven clofe up to

that fide of their convenience on which his old miftrefs

fat ; and accofted her with the ufual falutation. This

lady no fooner beheld her gallant, than her cheeks red-

dened with a double glow ; and fhe exclaimed,
" Dear

brother, I am overjoyed to fee you ! Pray come into our

coach." He took the hint immediately, and, complying
with her requeft, embraced this new filler with great af-

fection.

Perceiving that her attendant was very much furprifed
and alarmed at this unexpected meeting, (lie, in order to

banifii her fufpicion, and at the fame time give her lover

his cue, told him, that his brother (meaning her hufband)
was gone to the Spa for a few weeks, by the advice of phy-
ficians, on account of his ill ftate of health ; and that,

from his laft letter, fhe had the pleafure to tell him, he
was in a fair way of doing well. The young gentle-
man exprefled his fatisfadtion at this piece of news ; ob-

ferving, with an air of fraternal concern, that if his brother

had not made too free with his conftitution, his friends

in England would have had no occafion to repine at his

abfence and want of health, by which he was banifhed

from his own country and connections. He then afked

(with an affectation of furprife) why fhe had not accom-

panied her fpoufe ; and was given to underftand, that his

tendernefs of affection would not fuffer him to expofe
her to the fatigues of the journey, which lay among rocks

that were almoft inacceffible.

The duenna's doubts being eafed by this preamble of

converfation, he changed the fubje6t to the pleafures of

the place ; and among other fuch queftions, inquired if

fhe had as yet vifited Verfailles I This is a public-rhoufe,
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fituated upon the canal, at the diftance of about two miles

from town, and accommodated with tolerable gardens for

the entertainment of company. When Hie replied in the

negative, he propofed to accompany her thither immediate-

ly, but the governante, who had hitherto fat filent, objected
to this propofal ; telling them, in broken Englifh, that

as the lady was under her care, fhe could not anfwer to

Mr. Hornbeck for allowing her to vifit fuch a fufpicious

place.
" As for that matter, Madam (faid the confident

gallant), give yourfelf no trouble ; the confequences fhall

be at my peril, and I will undertake to enfure you agamft

my brother's refentment." So faying, he directed the

coachman to the place, and ordered his own to follow,

under the aufpices of his valet de chambre, while the old

gentlewoman, over-ruled by his aflurance, quietly fub-

mitted to his authority.

Being arrived at the place, he handed the ladies from the

coach, and then for the firft time, obferved that the du-

enna was lame, a circumftance of which he did not fcru-

ple to take the advantage ; for they had fcarce alighted,
and drank a glafs of wine, when he advifed his filler to

enjoy a walk in the garden : And although the attendant

made fhift to keep them almoft always in view, they en-

joyed a detached converfation, in which Peregrine learned,
that the true caufe of her being left behind at BrufTels,

whilft her hufband proceeded to Spa, was his dread of

the company and familiarities of that place, to which his

jealoufy durft not expofe her ; and that fhe had lived

three weeks in a convent at Lille, from which fhe was
delivered by his own free motion, becaufe indeed he could

no longer exift without her company ; and laftly, our

lover understood, that her governante was a mere dragon,
who had been recommended to him by a Spanifh mer-
chant whofe wife fhe attended to her dying-day : But fhe

very much queflioned whether or not her
fidelity was

proof enough againfl money and flrong waters. Pere-

grine afTured her the experiment fhould be tried before

parting ; and they agreed to pafs the night at Verfailles,

provided his endeavours fhould fucceed.

Having exercifed themfelves in this manner, until the

duenna's fpirits were pretty much exhaufted, that fhe

might be the better difpofed to recruit them with a glafs
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of liquor, they returned to their apartment, and the cor-

dial was recommended and received in a bumper : But
as it did not produce fuch a vifible alteration as the fan-

guine hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and the

old gentlewoman obferved that it began to be late, and

that the gates would be fhut in a little time, he filled up
a parting glafs, and pledged her in equal quantity. Her
blood was too much chilled to be warmed even by this

extraordinary dofe, which made immediate innovation hi

the brain of our youth, who, in the gaiety of his imagina-
tion, overwhelmed this fhe Argus with fuch profufion of

gallantry,
that fhe was more intoxicated with his expreffions

than with the fpirits (he had drank. When, in the courfe

of toying, he dropped a purfe into her bofom, fhe feemed

to forget how the night wore, and, with the approbation
of her charge, affented to his propofal of having fome-

thing for fupper.
This was a great point which our adventurer had gain-

ed , and yet he plainly perceived that the governante mif-

took his meaning, by giving herfelf credit for all the paf-
fion he had profeffed. As this error could be rectified

by no other means than thofe of plying her with the

bottle, until her diftinguifhing faculties fhould be over-

powered, he promoted a quick circulation. She did him

juftice, without any manifeft figns of inebriation, fo long,
that his own eyes began to reel in the fockets ; and he

found, that, before his fcheme could be accomplifhed,
he fhould be effectually unfitted for all the purpofes of

love. He therefore had recourfe to his valet de chambTe,
who underftood the hint as foon as it was given, and

readily undertook to perform the part, of which his maf-
ter had played the prelude. This affair being fettled to

his fatisfaclion, and the night at odds with morning, he
took an opportunity of imparting to the ear of this aged
Dulcinea a kind whifper, importing a promife of vifiting

her, when his filter fhould be retired to her own cham-

ber, and an earned defire of leaving her door unlocked.

This agreeable intimation being communicated, he con-

veyed a caution of the fame nature to Mrs. Hornbeck, as

he led her to her apartment ; and darknefs and filence

no fooner prevailed in the houfe, than he and his trufty

fquire fet out on their different voyages. Every thing
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would have fucceeded according to their wifh, had not

the valet de chambre fuffered himfelf to fall alleep at the

fide of his inamorata, and, in the agitation of a violent

dream, exclaimed in a voice fo unlike that of her fup-

pofed adorer, that (he diftinguiflied the difference at once.

Waking him with a pinch and a loud fhriek, fhe threaten-

ed to profecute him for a rape, and reviled him with all

the epithets her rage and difappnintment could fuggeft.
The Frenchman, finding himfelf detected, behaved with

great temper and addrefs : He begged (he would compofc
herfelf, on account of her own reputation, which was

extremely dear to him ; protefting, that he had a mod in-

violable efteem for her perfon. His reprefentations had

weight with the duenna, who, upon recollection, com-

prehended the whole affair, and thought it would be her

intereft to bring matters to an accommodation. She
therefore admitted the apologies of her bed-fellow, pro-
vided he would promife to atone by marriage for the in-

jury (he had fuftained ; and in this particular, he fet her

heart at eafe by repeated vows, which he uttered with

furprifing volubility, though without any intention to per-
form the leaft title of their contents.

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her exclamation,
and run to the door with a view of interpofing, according
to the emergency of the cafe, overhearing the affair thus

compromifed, returned to his miftrefs, wno was highly en-

tertained with an account of what had paffed, forefeeing,

that, for the future, me mould be under no difficulty or

reftriction from the feverity of her guard.

CHAPTER LX.

Hornbeck is informed of his wife's adventure with Peregrine, for whom
he prepares a ftratag'em which is rendered ineffectual by the informa-
tion of Pipes. The hufband is ducked for his intention, and our hero

apprehended by the patrol.

1 here was another perfon, however, ftill ungained j

and that was no other than her footman, whofe fecrecy
our hero attempted to fecure in the morning by a hand-
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fome pi'efent, which he received with many profefiions

of gratitude and devotion to his fervice ; yet this com-

plaisance was nothing but a cloak ufed to difguife the de-

fign he harboured of making his mafter acquainted with

the whole tran faction. Indeed this lacquey had been hired,

not only as a fpy upon his miftrefs, but alfo as a check

on the conduct of the governante, with promife of am-

ple reward, if ever he fhould difcover any finifter or fuf-

picious practices in the courfe of her behaviour. As for

the footman whom they, had brought from England, he

was retained in attendance upon the perfon of his mafter,

whofe confidence he had loft, by advifing him to gentle
methods of reclaiming his lady, when her irregularities
had fubjected her to his wrath.

The Flemifh valet, in confequence of the office he had

undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by the firft poft, giving
an exa& detail of the adventure at Verfailles, with fuch

a defcription of the pretended brother, as left the huf-

band no room to think he could be any other perfon than

his firft difhonourer ; and exafperated him to fuch a de-

gree, that he refolved to lay an ambufh for this invader,
and at once difqualify him from difturbing his repofe, by
maintaining further correfpondence with his wife.

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed themfelves without re-

ftraint, and Peregrine's plan of inquiry after his dear un-

known was for the prefent poftponed. His fellow-tra-

vellers were confounded at his myfterious motions, which
filled the heart of Joker with anxiety and terror. This
careful conductor was fraught with fuch experience of

Lis pupil's difpolition, that he trembled with the appre-
henfion of fome fudden accident, and lived in continual

alarm, like a man that walks under the wall of a nodding
tower. Nor did he enjoy any alleviations of his fears,

when, upon telling the young gentleman, that the reft of

the company were defirous of departing for Antwerp, he

anfwered, that they were at liberty to confult their own
inclinations , but, for his own part, he was refolved to

ftay in Bruflels a few days longer. By this declaration

the governor was confirmed in the opinion of his having
ibme intrigue upon the anvil. In the bitternefs of his

vexation, he took the liberty of fignifying his fufpicioiij
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and reminding him of the dangerous dilemmas to which

he had been reduced by his former precipitation.

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and promifed
to behave with fuch circumfpe&ion as would fcreen him
from any troublefome confequences for the future ; but,

neverthelefsi behaved that fame evening in fuch a manner,
as plainly (howed, that his prudence was nothing elfe

than vain fpeculation. He had made an appointment to

fpend the night, as ufual, with Mrs. Hornbeck ; and, a-

bout nine o'clock, haftened to her lodgings, when he was
accofted in the ftreet by his old difcarded friend Thomas

Pipes, who, without any other preamble, told him, that,

for all he had turned him adrift, he did not choofe to fee

him run full fail into his enemy's harbour, without giving
him timely notice of the danger.

"
I'll tell you what

(faid he), mayhap you think I want to curry favour,
that I may be taken in tow again ; if you do, you have

made a miftake in your reckoning. I am old enough to

be laid up, and have wherewithal to keep my planks
from the weather. But this here is the affair ; I have

known you fince you were no higher than a marlinfpike,
and fhould'nt care to fee you deprived of your rigging at

thefe years : Whereby, I am informed by Hornbeck's

man, whom I this afternoon fell in with by chance, as

how his mafter has got intelligence of your boarding his

wife, and has fleered privately into this port, with a large

complement of hands, in order, d'ye fee, to fecure you
while you are under the hatches. Now, if fo be as how

you have a mind to give him a fait eel for his fupper,
here am I, without hope of fee or reward, ready to ftand

by you as long as my timbers will Hick together ; and if

I expect any recompenfe, may I be bound to eat oakum
and drink bilgewater for life."

Startled at this information, Peregrine examined him

upon the particulars of his difcourfe with the lacquey ;

and when he understood that Hornbeck's intelligence
flowed from the canal of his Flemifh footman, he believ-

ed every circumftance of Tom's report, thanked him for

this warning, and, after having reprimanded him for his

mifbehaviour at Lifle, aflured him that it fhould be his

own fault if ever they mould part again. He then deli-

berated with himfelf whether or not he mould retort the

Vol. IL T
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purpofe upon his adverfary ; but when he confidered that

Hornbeck was not the aggreflbr, and made that unhappy
hufband's cafe his own, he could not help acquitting his

intention of revenge, though, in his opinion, it ought to

have been executed in a more honourable manner , and

therefore he determined to chaftife him, for his want of

ipirit. Nothing furely can be more infolent and unjuft
than this determination, which induced him to punifh a

perfon for his want of courage to redrefs the injury which
he himfelf had done to his reputation and peace , and

yet this barbarity of decifion is authorifed by the opinion
and praclice of mankind.

With thefe fentiments he returned to the inn, and,

putting a pair of piitols in his pocket, ordered his valet

de chambre and Pipes to follow him at a fmall diftance,

fo as that they mould be within call in cafe of necefiity,
and then ported himfelf within thirty yards of his Dulci-

nea's door. There he had not been above half an hour,
when he perceived four men take their ftation on the

other fide, with a view, as he gueffed, to watch for his

going in, that he might be taken unaware. But when

they had tarried a considerable time in that corner, with-

out reaping the fruits of their expectation, their leader,

perfuaded that the gallant had gained admittance by fome
iecret means, approached the door wit'h his followers,

who, according to the inftructions they had received, no
fooner faw it opened than they rufhed in, leaving their

employer in the ftreet, where he thought his perfon would
be leaft endangered. Our adventurer, feeing him all a-

lone, advanced with fpeed, and clapping a piltol to his

breaft, commanded him to follow his footfteps, without

noife, on pain of immediate death.

Terrified at this fudden apparition, Hornbeck obeyed
in filence ; and, in a few minutes, they arrived at the

quay, where Pickle halting, gave him to understand that

he was no ftranger to his villanous defign told him,
that if he conceived himfelf injured by any circumftance
of his conduct, he would now give him an opportunity
of refenting the wrong, in a manner becoming a man of

honour. " You have a fword about you (faid he), or,

if you don't choofe to put the affair on that iffue, here is

a brace of piftols, take which you pleafe." Such an ad-
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drefs could not fail to difconcert a man of his charater
After fome hefitation, he, in a faultering accent, denied,
that his defign was to mutilate Mr. Pickle, but that he

thought himfelf entitled to the benefit of the law, by
which he would have obtained a divorce, if he could have

procured evidence of his wife's infidelity ; and, with that

view, he had employed people to take advantage of the

information he had received. With regard to this alter-

native, he declined it entirely, becaufe he could not fee

what fatisfation he mould enjoy, in being fhot through
the head, or run through the lungs, by a perfon who had

already wronged him in an irreparable manner. Laftly,
his fear made him propofe, that the affair fhould be left

to the arbitration of two creditable men, altogether un-

concerned in the difpute.
To thefe remonftrances, Peregrine replied, in the ftyle

of a hot-headed young man, confcious of his own un-

juftifiable behaviour, that every gentleman ought to be a

judge of his own honour, and therefore he would fubmit

to the decifion of no umpire whatfoever
-,

that he would

forgive his want of courage, which might be a natural

infirmity, but his mean diffimulation he could not par-
don : That, as he was certified of the rafcally intent of

his ambufcade, by undoubted intelligence, he would treat

him, not with a retaliation of his own treachery, but with

fuch indignity as a fcoundrel deferves to fuffer, unlefs he

would make one effort to maintain the character he af-

fumed in life. So faying, he again prefented his piftols,

which being rejected as before, he called his two mini-

sters, and ordered them to duck him in the canal.

This command was pronounced and executed almoft

in the fame breath, to the unfpeakable terror and dilorder

of the poor fhivering patient, who, having undergone the

immernon, ran about like a drowned rat, fqueaking for

affiftance and revenge. His cries were overheard by the

patrole, who, chancing to pats that way, took him under

their protection, and, in confequence of his complaint
and information, went in purfuit of our adventurer and
his attendants, who were foon overtaken and furrounded.

Rafh and inconfiderate as the young gentleman was, he
did not pretend to ftand upon the defendve againft a file

of mufketeers, although Pipes had drawn his cutlafs at

Y
ij
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their approach, but furrendered himfelf without oppofi-

tion, and was conveyed to the main guard, where the

commanding officer, engaged by his appearance and ad-

drefs, treated him with all imaginable refpe&. Hearing
the particulars of his adventure, he afiured him that the

prince would confider the whole as a tour 4e jeunejfe> and
order him to be releafed without delay.

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in his re-

port, he made fuch a favourable reprefentation of the pri-

soner, that our hero was on the point of being discharged,
when Hornbeck preferred a complaint, p.ccufing him of

a purpofed aflaflination, and praving that fuch punifh-
ment fhould be inflicted upon him as his highnefs fhould

think adequate to the nature of the crime. The prince,

perplexed with this petition, in confluence of whi^h he
forefaw that he muft difoblige a Britifh fubjeel:, fent for

the plaintiff, of whom he had fome knowledge, and in

perfon exhorted him to drop the profecution, which would

only ferve to propagate his own fhame. But Hornbeck
was too much incenfed to Hften to any propofal of that

kind, and peremptorily demanded juftice againft the pri-

foner, whom he reprefented as an obfeure adventurer,
who had made repeated attempts upon his honour and
his life. Prince Charles told him, that what he had ad-

vifed was in the capacity of a friend ; but, fince he in-

filled upon his acting as a magiftrate, the affair fhould be

examined, and determined according to the dictates of

juftice and truth.

The petitioner being difmiffed with this promife, the

defendant was, in his turn, brought before the judge,
whofe prepoflefifbn in his favour was in a great meafure
weakened by what his antagonift had faid to the prejudice
of his birth and reputation.

CHAPTER LXI.

Peregrine is releafed. Jolter confounded at his myfterious conduct. A
conteft happens between the poet and painter, who are reconciled by
the mediation of their fellow-travellers.

Our hero, underftanding from fome expreflions which

efcaped the prince, that he was confidered in the light oi



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 34 1

a iharper and aiTaffin, begged that he might have the li-

berty of fending for fome vouchers, that would probably
vindicate his character from the malicious afperGons of

his adverfary. This permiffion being granted, he wrote

a letter to his governor, defiring that he would bring to

him the letters of recommendation which he had receiv-

ed from the Britifh ambaflador at Paris, and fuch other

papers as he thought conducive to evince the importance
of his fituation.

The billet was given in charge to one of the fubaltern

officers on duty, who carried it to the inn, and demand-
ed to fpeak with Mr. Jolter. Pallet, who happened to

be at the door when this meffenger arrived, and heard

him inquire for the tutor, ran directly to that gentleman's

apartment, and in manifeft diforder told him that a huge
fellow of a foldier, with a monftrous pair of whifkers,
and a fur cap as big as a bufhel, was afking for him at

the door. The poor governor began to fhake at this inti-

mation, though he was not confcious of having commit-
ted any thing that could attract the attention of the ftate.

When the officer appeared at his chamber door, his con-

fufion increafed to fuch a degree, that his perception
feemed to vanifh, and the fubaltern repeated the purport
of his errand three times, before he could comprehend
his meaning, or venture to receive the letter which he

prefented. At length he fummoned all his fortitude, and

having perufed the epiftle, his terror funk into anxiety.
His ingenuous fear immediately fuggefted, that Peregrine
was confined in a dungeon, for fome outrage he had com-
mitted. He ran with great agitation to a trunk, and,

taking out a bundle of papers, followed his conductor,

being attended by the painter, to whom he had hinted

his apprehenfion. When they pafled through the guard,
which was under arms, the hearts of both died within

them ; and when they came into the prefence, there was
fuch an expreffion of awful horror on the countenance of

Jolter, that the prince, obferving his difmay, was pleafed
to encourage him with an aflurance that he had nothing
to fear. Thus comforted, he recollected himfelf fo well

as to underftand his pupil, when he defired him to pro-
duce the ambaflador's letters ; fome of which being open,
were immediately read by his highnefs, who was perfon-

Y
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ally acquainted with the writCT, and knew feveral of the

noblemen to whom they were addreffed. Thefe recom-

mendations were fo warm, and reprefented the young
gentleman in fuch an advantageous light, that the prince,
convinced of the injuftice

his character had fuffered by
the mifreprefentation of Hornbeck, took our hero by the

hand, afked pardon for the doubts he had entertained of

his honour, declared him from that moment at liberty,

ordered his domeftics to be enlarged, and offered him his

countenance and protection as long as he fhould remain

in the Auftrian Netherlands. At the fame time, he cau-

tioned him againft indifcretion in the courfe of his gal-
lantries ; and took his word and honour, that he fhould

drop all meafures of refentment againft the perfon of

Hornbeck during his refidence in that place.
The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, thanked

the prince in the mod refpectful manner, for his gene-

rofity and candour, and retired with his two friends, who
were amazed and bewildered in their thoughts at what

they had feen and heard, the whole adventure ftill re-

maining without the fphere of their comprehenfion, which
was not at all enlarged by the unaccountable appearance
of Pipes, who, with the valet de chambre, joined them
at the calllc gate. Had Joker been a man of a luxuriant

imagination, his brain would undoubtedly have fuffered

in the inveftigation of his pupil's myfterious conduct,
which he ftrove in vain to unravel ; but his intellects were
too folid to be affected by the mii'carriage of his inven-

tion ; and as Peregrine did not think proper to make him

acquainted with the caufe of his being apprehended, he
contented himfelf with fuppofmg that there was a lady in

the cafe.

The painter, whofe imagination was of a more flimfy

texture, formed a thoufand chimerical conjectures, which
he communicated to Pickle, in imperfect infinuations,

hoping, by his anfwers and behaviour, to difcover the

truth ; but the youth, in order to tantalize him, eluded
all his inquiries, with fuch appearance of induftry and

art, as heightened his curiofity, while it difappointed his

aim, and inflamed him to fuch a degree of impatience,
that his wits began to be unfettled. Then Peregrine was
fain to recompofc his brain, by telling him in confidence,,
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that he had been arretted as a fpy. This fecret he found
more intolerable than his former uncertainty : He ran

from one apartment to another, like a goofe in the ago-
nies of egg-laying, with intention of difburdening this

important load ; but, Jolter being engaged with his pupil,
and all the people of the houfe ignorant of the only lan-

guage he could fpeak, he was compelled, with infinite re-

luctance, to addrefs himfelf to the doctor, who was at

that time fhut up in his own chamber. Having knocked
at the door to no purpofe, he peeped through the key-
hole, and faw the phyfician fitting at a table, with a pen
in one hand, and paper before him, his head reclined up-
on his other hand, and his eyes fixed upon the cieling,
as if he had been entranced. Pallet, concluding that he
was under the power of fome convulfion, endeavoured to

force the door open ; and the noife of his efforts recalled

the doctor from his reverie. This poetical republican,

being fo difagreeably difturbed, ftarted up in a paffion,

and, opening the door, no fooner perceived who had in-

terrupted him, than he flung it in his face with great

fury, and curfed him for his impertinent intrufion, which
had deprived him of the moft delightful vifion that ever

regaled the human fancy. He imagined (as he after-

wards imparted to Peregrine), that, as he enjoyed him-
felf in walking through the flowery plain that borders on

Parnaffus, he was met by a venerable fage, whom, by a

certain divine vivacity that lightened from his eyes, he in-

ftantly knew to be the immortal Pindar. He was imme-

diately ftruck with reverence and awe, and proftrated
himfelf before the apparition, which, taking him by the

hand, lifted him gently from the ground, and, with

words more fvveet than the honey of the Hybla bees, told

him, that, of all the moderns, he alone was vifited by
that celeftial impulfe by which he himfelf had been in-

fpired, when he produced his moft applauded odes. So

faying, he led him up the facred hill, perfuaded him to

drink a copious draught of the waters of the Hippocrene,
and then prefented him to the harmonious Nine, who
crowned his temples with a laurel wreath.

No wonder that he was enraged to find himfelf cut off

from fuch fublime fociety. He raved in Greek againlt the

invader, who was fo big with his own purpofe, that, un-

Y
iiij
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mindful of the difgrace he had fuftained, and difregard-

xng all the fymptoms of the phyfuian's difpleafure, he ap-

plied his mouth to the door, in an eager tone,
"

I'll hold

you any wager (faid he) that I guefs the true caufe of

Mr. Pickle's imprifonment." To this challenge he re-

ceived no reply, and therefore repeated it, adding,
" I

fuppofe you imagine he was taken up for fighting a duel,

or affronting a nobleman, or lying with fome man's wife,

or fome fuch matter ; but, egad ! you was never more

miltaken in your life ; and I'll lay my Cleopatra againli

your Homer's head, that in four-and-twenty hours you
fhan't light on the true reafon."

The favourite of the mufes, exafperated at this vexa-

tious perieverance of the painter, who he imagined had

come to teafe and infult him,
"

I would (faid he) facri-

fice a cock to ^Efculapius, were I allured that any perfon
had been taken up for extirpating fuch a troublefome Goth
as you are from the face of the earth. As for your
boalted Cleopatra, which you fay was drawn from your
own wife, 1 believe the copy has as much of the to kalon

as the original ; but, were it mine, it mould be hung up
in the temple of Cloacina, as the picture of that goddefs ;

for any other apartment would be difgraced by its ap-

pearance."
" Hark ye, Sir (replied Pallet, enraged in

his turn at the contemptuous mention of his darling per-

formance), you may make as free with my wife as you
think proper, but 'ware my works ; thofe are the children

of my fancy, conceived by the glowing imagination, and
formed by the art of my own hands , and you yourfelf
are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an impudent
pretending jackanapes, to treat with fuch difrefpecl: a pro-
duction which, in the opinion of all the connoifTeurs of

the age, will, when finilhed, be a mafterpiece in its kind,
and do honour to human genius and fkill. So I fay again
and again (and I care not though your friend Playtor
heard me), that you have no more talte than a drayman's
horfe, and that thofe foolilh notions of the ancients ought
to be drubbed out of you with a good cudgel, that you
might learn to treat men of parts with more veneration.

Perhaps you may not always be in the company of one
who will hollow for afliftance when you are on the brink

of being chaftifed for your infolence, as I did, when you
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brought upon yourfelf the refentment of that Scot, who,

by the Lard ! would have paid you both fcot and lot,

as Falftaff fays, if the French officer had not put him in

arreft."

The phyfician, to this declamation, which was con-

veyed through the key-hole, anfwered, that he (the painter)

was a fellow fo infinitely below his consideration, that his

confcience upbraided him with no action of his life, ex-

cept that of choofing fuch a wretch for his companion
and fellow-traveller. That he had viewed his character

through the medium of good-nature and compaflion,
which had prompted him to give Pallet an opportunity of

acquiring fome new ideas, under his immediate instruc-

tion , but he had abufed his goodnefs and condefcenfion

in fuch a flagrant manner, that he was now determined

to difcard him entirely from his acquaintance ; and de-

tired him, for the prefent, to take himfelf away, on pain
of being kicked for his prefumption.

Pallet was too much incenfed to be intimidated by this

threat, which he retorted with great virulence, defying
him to come forth, that it might appear which of them
was beft {killed in that pedeftrian exercife, which he im-

mediately began to practife againft the door with fuch

thundering application, as reached the ears of Pickle and
his governor, who coming out into the paffage, and fee-

ing him thus employed, afked if he had forgot the cham-

ber-pots of Aloft, that he ventured to behave in fuch a

manner as entitled him to a fecond prefcription of the

fame nature ?

The doctor, underftanding that there was company at

hand, opened the door in a twinkling j and, fpringing

upon his antagonift like a tiger, a fierce contention would
have enfued, to the infinite fatisfation of our hero, had
not Jolter, to the manifeft peril of his own perfon, in-

terpofed, and, partly by force, and partly by exhortations,

put a ftop to the engagement before it was fairly begun.
After having demonftrated the indecency of fuch a vulgar
rencounter, betwixt two fellow citizens, in a foreign land,
he begged to know the caufe of their diflention, and of-

fered his good offices towards an accommodation. Pere-

grine alfo, feeing the fray was finifhed, exprefied him-
felf to the fame purpofe ; and the painter, for obvious

2



346 THE ADVENTURES OF

reafons, declining an explanation, his antagonift told the

youth what a mortifying interruption he had fuffered by
the impertinent intrufion of Pallet, and gave him a detail

of the particulars of his vifion, as above recited. The
arbiter owned the provocation was not/ to be endured ;

and decreed, that the offender fhould make fome atone-

ment for his tranfgrefiion. Upon which the painter ob-

ferved, that, however he might have been difpofed to

make acknowledgments, if the phyfician had fignified his

difpleafure like a gentleman, the complainant had now
forfeited all claim to any fuch conceflions, by the vulgar
manner in which he had reviled him and his productions ;

obferving, that, if he (the painter) had been inclined to

retort his flanderous infinuations, the republican's own
works would have afforded ample fubjedt for his ridicule

and cenfure.

After divers difputes and reprefentations, peace was at

length concluded, on condition, that, for the future, the

doctor fhould never mention Cleopatra, unlefs he could

fay fomething in her praife ; and that Pallet, in confide-

ration of his having been the firft aggreflbr, fhould make
a fketch of the phyfician's vifion, to be engraved and pre-
fixed- to the next edition of his odes.

CHAPTER LXII.

The travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place the painter gives a

loofe to his enthufialin.

Our adventurer, baffled in all his efforts to retrieve his

loft Amanda, yielded at length to the remonftrances of
his governor and follow-travellers, who out of pure com-

plaisance to him, had exceeded their intended ftay by fix

days at leaft : and a couple of poft chaifes, with three

riding horfes, being hired, they departed from Bruflels in

the morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about eight
in the evening at the venerable city of Antwerp. During
this day's journey, Pallet was elevated to an uncommon
flow of fpirits, with the profpect of feeing the birth-

place of Rubens, for whom he profefled au euthufiaftic

4
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admiration. He fwore, that the pleafure he felt was equal
to that of a Muffulman, on the laft day of his pilgrimage
to Mecca ; and that he already confidered himfelf a native

of Antwerp, being fo intimately acquainted with their fo

juftly boafted ckizen, from whom, at certain junctures,
he could not help believing himfelf derived, becaufe his

own pencil adopted the manner of that great man with

furprifing facility, and his face wanted nothing but a pair
of whifkers and a beard to exhibit the exprefs image of

the Fleming's countenance. He told them he was fo

proud of this refemblance, that, in order to render it

more finking, he had, at one time of his life, refolved to

keep his face facred from the razor ; and in that purpofe
had perfevered, notwithftanding the continual reprehen-
fions of Mrs. Pallet, who, being then with child, faid,

his afpett was fo hideous, that (lie dreaded a mifcarriage

every hour, until fhe threatened, in plain terms, to difpute
the fanity of his intellects, and apply to the.chancellor
for a committee.

The doctor, on this occafion, obferved, that a man who
is not proof againit the folicitations of a woman, can ne-

ver expect to make a great figure in life ; that painters
and poets ought to cultivate no wives but the mufes j

or, if they are, by the accidents of fortune, encumbered
with families, they fhould carefully guard againft that

pernicious weaknefs, falfely honoured with the appellation
of natural

ajfetlion,
and pay no manner of regard to the

impertinent cuftoms of the world. "
Granting that you

had been, for a fhort time, deemed a lunatic (faid he),

you might have acquitted yourfelf honourably of that im-

putation, by fome performance that would have raifed

your character above all cenfure. Sophocles himfelf, that

celebrated tragic poet, who, for the fweetnefs of his ver-

ification, was ftyled melitta, or the bee^ in his old age fuf-

fered the fame accufation from his own children, who,

feeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote himfelf

entirely to poetry, carried him before the magiftrate, as

a man whofe intellects were fo much impaired by the in-

firmities of age, that he was no longer fit to manage his

domeftic concerns ; upon which the reverend bard pro-
duced his tragedy of Oedipus epi kolono, as a work he had

juft finifhed j which being perufed, inftead of being de-
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clarcd unfound of underftanding, he was difmifled with

admiration and applaufe. I wifh your beard and whifkers

had been fanftioned by the like authority ; though I am
afraid you would have been in the predicament of thofe

difciples of a certain philofopher, who drank decoctions

of cummin feeds, that their faces might adopt the palenefs
of their matter's complexion, hoping, that, in being as

wan, -they would be as learned as their teacher." The

painter, ltung with this farcafm, replied,
" or like thofe

virtuofi, who, by repeating Greek, eating fillikickaby, and

pretending to fee virions, think they equal the ancients in

taite and genius." The phyfician retorted, Pallet re-

joined, and the altercation continued until they entered

the gates of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke

forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an end to

the difpute, and attracted the notice of the inhabitants,

many of whom, by fhrugging up their moulders, and

pointing to their foreheads, gave fhrewd indications that

they believed him a poor gentleman difordered in his

brain.

They had no fooner alighted at the inn, than this pfeudo-
enthufiafl propofed to vilit the gTeat church, in which he

had been informed fome of his mailer's pieces were to be

feen ; and was remarkably chagrined, when he under-

ftood that he could not be admitted till next day. He
rofe next morning by day-break, and dilturbed his fellow-

travellers in fuch a noify and clamorous manner, that Pe-

regrine determined to puniih him with fome new inflic-

tion ; and, while he put on his clothes, actually formed
the plan of promoting a duel between him and the doc-

tor ; in the management of which he promifed himfelf

ftore of entertainment, from the behaviour of both.

Being provided with one of thofe domeftics who are

always in waiting to offer their fcrvices to ftrangers on
their firft arrival, they were conducted to the houfe of a

gentleman who had an excellent collection of pictures ;

and, though the greateft part of them were painted by
his favourite artitt, Pallet condemned them all by the

lump, becaufe Pickle had told him beforehand, that

there was not one performance of Rubens among the

number.
The next place they vifited was what is called the Aca-
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demy of Painting, furnifhed with a number of paltry-

pieces, in which our painter recognifed the ftyle of Peter

Paul, with many expreflions of admiration, on the fame
fort of previous intelligence.
From this repository, they went to the great church ;

and being led to the tomb of Rubens, the whimfical

painter fell upon his knees, and worfhipped with fuch ap-

pearance of devotion, that the attendant, fcandalized at

his fuperftition, pulled him up, obferving, with great

warmth, that the perfon buried in that place was no faint,

but as great a finner as himfelf ; and that, if he wasfpiri-

tually difpofed, there was a chapel of the Blefled Virgin,
at the diftance of three yards on the right hand, to which
he might retire. He thought it was incumbent upon him
to manifeft fome extraordinary infpiration, while he re-

sided on the fpot where Rubens was born ; and therefore

his whole behaviour was an affectation of rapture, ex-

prefled in diftracied exclamations, convulfive Itarts, and
uncouth gefticulations. In the midft of his frantic be-

haviour, he faw an old Capuchin, with a white beard,
mount the pulpit, and hold forth to the congregation
with fuch violence of emphafis and gefture, as captivated
his fancy ; and, bawling aloud,

" Zounds ! what an ex-

cellent Paul preaching at Athens !" he pulled a pencil
and a (mall memorandum-book from his pocket, and be-

gan to take a Iketch of the orator, with great eagernefs
and agitation, faying,

"
Egad ! friend Raphael, we fhall

fee whether you or I have got the bed knack at trumping
up an apoftle." This appearance of difreipecl: gave of-

fence to the audience, who began to murmur againft this

heretic libertine ; when one of the priefts belonging to

the choir, in order to prevent any ill confequence from
their difpleafure, came and told him in the French lan-

guage, that fuch liberties were not permitted in their re-

ligion, and advifed him to lay afide his implements, left

the people mould take umbrage at his defign, and be

provoked to punim him as a profane fcoffer at their wor-

(hip.
The painter, feeing himfelf addrefled by a friar, who,

while he fpoke, bowed with great complaifance, imagined
that he was a begging brother come to fupplicate his cha-

rity j and his attention being quite engrofled by the de-
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fign he was making, he patted the prieft's (haven crowrt

with his hand, faying, Oter ternsy oter terns , and then

refumed his pencil with great earneftnefs. The ecclefiaf-

tic, perceiving that the (tranger did not comprehend his

meaning, pulled him by the fleeve, and explained himfelf

in the Latin tongue , upon which Pallet, provoked at his

intrufion, curfed him aloud for an impudent beggarly fon

of a whore, and, taking out a (hilling, flung it upon the

pavement, with manifeft figns of indignation.
Some of the common people, enraged to fee their reli-

gion contemned, and their priefts infulted at the very
altar, rofe from their feats, and furrounding the aftonifh-

cd painter, one of the number (hatched his book from his

hand, and tore it into a thoufand pieces. Frightened as

he was, he could not help crying,
" Fire and faggots ! all

my favourite ideas are gone to wreck !" and was in dan-

ger of being very roughly handled by the crowd, had not

Peregrine ftepped in, and aflured them, that he was a poor

unhappy gentleman, who laboured under a tranfport of the

brain. Thofe who underftood the French language com-
municated this information to the reft, fo that he efcaped
without any other chaftifement than being obliged to re-

tire. And as they could not fee the famous defcent from
the crofs till after the fervice was fini(hed, they were
conducted by their domeftic to the houfe of a painter,
where they found a beggar (landing for his picture, and
the artift actually employed in reprefenting a huge loufe

that crawled upon his (boulder. Pallet was wonderfully

pleafed with this circumfiance, which he faid was altoge-
ther a new thought, and an excellent hint, of which he
would make his advantage j and, in the courfe of his fur-

vey of this Fleming's performances, perceiving a piece in

which two flies were engaged upon the carcafs of a dog
half devoured, he ran to his brother Brufh, and fvvore he
was worthy of being a fellow-citizen of the immortal
Rubens. He then lamented, with many expreflions of

grief and refentment, that he had loft his common-place
book, in which he had preferved a thoufand conceptions
of the fame fort, formed by the accidental objects of his

fenfes and imagination ; and took an opportunity of tell-

ing his fellow-travellers, that in execution he had equal-

led, if not excelled, the two ancient painters who vied
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with each other in the reprefentation of a curtain and a

bunch of grapes ; for he had exhibited the image of a cer-

tain objeft fo like to nature, that the bare fight of it fet a

whole hog- fly in an uproar.
When he had examined and applauded all the produc-

tions of this minute artift, they returned to the great

church, and were entertained with the view of that cele-

brated mafterpiece of Rubens, in which he has intro-

duced the portraits of himfelf and his whole family. The
doors that conceal this capital performance were no foon-

fer unfolded, than our enthufiaft, debarred the ufe of

fpeech, by a previous covenant with his friend Pickle,

lifted up his hands and eyes, and putting himfelf in the

attitude of Hamlet, when his father's ghofi appears, ador-

ed in {ilent ecftafy and awe. He even made a merit of

neceflity ; and, when they had withdrawn from the place,

protefted that his whole faculties were fwallowed up in

love and admiration. He now profefied himfelf more
than ever enamoured of the Flemifh fchool, raved in ex-

travagant encomiums, and propofed that the whole com-

pany mould pay homage to the memory of the divine

Rubens, by repairing forthwith to the houfe in which he

lived, and proftrating themfelves on the floor of his paint-

ing-room.
As there was nothing remarkable in the tenement,

which had been rebuilt more than once fince the death

of that great man, Peregrine excufed himfelf from com-

plying with the propofal, on pretence of being fatigued
with the circuit they had already performed. Jolter de-

clined it for the fame reafon ; and the queftion being put
to the doctor, he refufed his company with an air of dif-

dain. Pallet, piqued at his contemptuous manner, afked,
if he would not go and fee the habitation of Pindoor,

provided he was in the city where that poet lived ? and
when the phyfician obferved, that there was an infinite

difference between them men " That I'll allow (replied
the painter), for the devil a poet ever lived in Greece or

Troy, that was worthy to clean the pencils of our belov-

ed Rubens." The phyfician could not, with any degree
of temper and forbearance, hear this outrageous blaf-

phemy, for which, he faid, Pallet's eyes ought to be

picked out by owls ; and the difpute arofe, as ufual, t
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fuch fcurrilities of language, and indecency of behavi-

our, that paffengers began to take notice of their ani-

mofity, and Peregrine was obliged to interpofe for his

own credit.

CHAPTER LXII.

Peregrine artfully foments a quarrel between Pallet and the phyfician,
who fight a duel on the ramparts.

1 he painter betook himfelf to the houfe of the Flemifti

Raphael, and the reft of the company went back to their

lodgings ; where the young gentleman, taking the advan-

tage of being alone with the phyfician, recapitulated all

the affronts he had fuftained from the painter's petulance,

aggravating every circumftance of the difgrace, and ad-

vifing him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care of his

honour, which could not fail to fuffer in the opinion of

the world, if he allowed himfelf to be infulted with im-

punity, by one fo much his inferior in every degree of

<x>nfideration.

The phyfician afTured him, that Pallet had hitherto

efcaped chaftifement, by being deemed an object un-

worthy his refentment, and in confederation of the

wretch's family, for which his compaflion was interefted ;

but that repeated injuries would inflame the moft bene-

volent difpofition : And although he could find no prece-
dent of duelling among the Greeks and Romans, whom
he confidered as the patterns of demeanour, Pallet mould
no longer avail himfelf of his veneration for the ancients,
but be punifhed for the very next offence he (hould

commit.

Having thus fpirited up the dotor to a refolution from
which he could not decently fwerve, our adventurer a<Sted

the incendiary with the other party alfo j giving him to

underftand, that the phyfician treated his character with

fuch contempt, and behaved to him with fuch infolence,

as no gentleman ought to bear : That, for his own part,
he was every day put out of countenance by their .mutual

animofity, which appeared in nothing but vulgar expref-
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{ions, more becoming (hoe-boys and oyfter-women than
men of honour and education j and therefore he fhould

be obliged, contrary to his inclination, to break off all cor-

refpondence with them both, if they would not fall upon
fome method to retrieve the dignity of their characters.

Thefe reprefentations would have had little efFedl upon
the timidity of the painter, who was likewife too much of

a Grecian to approve of fmgle combat, in any other way
than that of boxing, an exercife in which he was well

(killed, had they not been accompanied with an infinua-

tion, that his antagonifl was no Hetor, and that he

might humble him into any conceffion, without running
the lead perfonal rifk. Animated by this aflurance, our
fecond Rubens fet the trumpet of defiance to his mouth,
fwore he valued not his life a rufh, when his honour was

concerned, and entreated Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a

challenge, which he would inftantly commit to writing.
The mifchievous fomenter highly applauded this mani-

feftation of cour *ge, by which he was at liberty to culti-

vate his friendship and fociety, but declined the office of

carrying the billet, that his tendernefs of Pallet's reputa-
tion might not be mifinterpreted into an officious defire

of promoting quarrels. At the fame time, he recom-

mended Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper meflenger
on this occafion, but alfo as a trufty fecond in the field.

The magnanimous painter took his advice, and, retiring
to his chamber, penn'd a challenge in thefe terms :

"
Sir,

" When I am heartily provoked, I fear not the devil

himfelf; much lefs 1 will not call you a pedantic

coxcomb, nor an unmannerly fellow, becaufe thefe are

the hippythets of the wulgar : But, remember, fuch as

you are, I nyther love you nor fear you ; but, on the

contrary, expect fatisfaclion for your audacious behaviout

to me on divers occafions ; and will, this evening, in the

twilight, meet you on the ramparts with fword and piftol,

where the Lord have mercy on the foul of one of us, for

your body fhall find no favour with your incenfed defier,

till death,
Layman Pallet.

57
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This rcfolute defiance, after having been Submitted to

the perufal, and honoured with the approbation of our

youth, was committed to the charge of Pipes, who, ac-

cording to his orders, delivered it in the afternoon , and

brought for anfvver, that the phyfician would attend him

at the appointed time and place. The challenger was

evidently difcompofed at the unexpected news of this ac-

ceptance, and ran about the houfe in great diforder, in

queft of Peregrine, to beg his further advice and afliit-

ance ; but understanding that the youth was engaged in

private with his adverfary, he began to fufpect fome col-

lufion, and curfed himfelf for his folly and precipitation.

He even entertained fome thoughts of retracting his invi-

tation, and fubmitting to the triumph of his antagonist :

But before he would itoop to this opprobrious condefcen-

fion, he vefolved to try another expedient, which might
be the means of faving both'his character and perfon. In

this hope he viiited Mr. Jolter, and very gravely defired

he would be fo good as to undertake the office of his fe-

cond in a duel which he was to fight that evening with

the phyfician.
The governor, inftead of anfwering his expectation, in

exprefiing fear and concern, and breaking forth into ex-

clamations of " Good God ! gentlemen, what d'ye mean ?

You fhall not murder one another while it is in my pow-
er to prevent your purpoie. I will go directly to the go-
vernor of the place, who (hall interpofe his authority." I

fay, inftead of thefe and other friendly menaces of preven-

tion, Jolter heard the propofal with the moft phlegmatic

tranquillity, and excufed himfelf from accepting the honour
he intended for him, on account of his character and fitua-

tion, which would not permit him to be concerned in any
fuch rencounters. Indeed this mortifying reception wa

owing to a previous hint from Peregrine, who, dreading
fome fort of interruption from his governor, had made him

acquainted with his defign, and allured him, that the af-

iair fhould not be brought to any dangerous ifiue.

Thus disappointed, the dejected challenger was over-

whelmed with perplexity and difmay ; and, in the ter-

rors of death or mutilation, refolved to deprecate the

wrath of hi.s enemy, and conform to any fubmiilion he
fhould propofe, when he was accidentally encountered by
our adventurer, who, with demonftrations of infinite
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fatisfacUon, told him in confidence, that his billet had
thrown the doctor into an agony of conilernation

; that

his acceptance of his challenge was a mere effort of de-

fpair, calculated to confound the ferocity of the fender,
and difpofe him to liflien to terms of accommodation; that

he had imparted the letter to him with fear and trembling,
on pretence of. engaging him as a fecond, but, in reality,
with a view of obtaining his good offices in promoting a

reconciliation ;
"

but, perceiving the fituation of his mind

(added our hero), I thought it would be more for your
honour to baffle his expectation, and therefore I readily
undertook the talk of attending him to the field, in full

affiirance that he will there humble himfelf before you,
even to proftration. In this fecurity, you may go and pre-

pare your arms, and befpeak the affittance of Pipes, who
will 'fquire you in the field, while I keep myfelf up, that

our correfpondence may not be fufpetted by the phyiici-
an." Pallet's fpirits, that were funk to dejection, role at

this encouragement to all the infolence of triumph ; he a-

gain declared his contempt of danger, and his piftols be-

ing loaded and accommodated with new flints, by his

trufty armour-bearer, he waited, without flinching, for

the hour of battle.

On the firft approach of twilight, fomebody knocked

at his door, and Pipes having opened it at his defire, he

heard the voice of his antagonift pronounce,
" Tell Mr.

Pallet, that I am going to the place of appointment."
The painter was not a little furprifed at this anticipation,
which fo ill agreed with the information he had received

from Pickle ; and his concern beginning to recur, he for-

tified himfelf with a large bumper of brandy, which,

however, did not overcome the anxiety of his thoughts.

Neverthelefs, he fet out on the expedition with his fe-

cond, betwixt whom and himfelf the following dialogue

paffed, in their way to the ramparts.
" Mr. Pipes (laid

the painter, with difordered accent), methinks the doctor

was in a peftilent hurry with that meffage of his." "
Ey,

ey, (anfwered Tom), I do fuppofe he longs to be foul of

you."
" What ! (replied the other), d'ye think he thirfts

after my blood ?" " To be fure a does," (faid Pipes,

thrufting a large quid of tobacco in his cheek with great

deliberation).
" If that be the cafe (cried Pallet, begin-

Zij
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ning to fliake), he is no better than a cannibal, and no

Chriftian ought to fight him on equal footing." Tom ob-

ferving his emotion, eyed him with a frown of indigna-

tion, faying,
" You an't afraid, are you ?" " God for-

bid ! (replied the challenger, Hammering with fear), What
fhould I be afraid of ? The worft he can do is to take my
life, and then he'll be anfwerable both to God and man
for the murder : Don't you think he will ?" " I think

no fuch matter (anfwered the fecond) ; if fo be as how
he puts a brace of bullets through your bows, and kills

you fairly, it is no more murder than if I was to bring
down a noddy from the main top-fail-yard." By this

time Pallet's teeth chattered with fuch violence, that he

could fcarce pronounce this reply.
" Mr. Thomas, you

feem to make very light of a man's life
; but I truft in

the Almighty, I fhall not be fo eafily brought down.

Sure many a man has fought a duel without lofing his

life. Do you imagine that I run fuch a hazard of falling

by the hand of my adverfary ?" " You may or you may
not (faid the unconcerned Pipes), juft as it happens.
What then ! Death is a debt that every man owes, ac-

cording to the fong ; and if you fet foot to foot, I think one

of you muft go to pot."
" Foot to foot ! (exclaimed the

terrified painter), that's downright butchery ; and I'll be

damn'd before I fight any man on earth in fuch a barba-

rous way. What ! d'ye take me to be a favage beaft ?"

This declaration he made while they afcended the ram-

parts. His attendant perceiving the phyfician and his fe-

cond at the diftance of an hundred paces before them,

gave him notice of their appearance, and advifed him to

make ready, and behave like a man. Pallet in vain en-

deavoured to conceal his panic, which difcovered itfelf

in an univerfal trepidation of body, and the lamentable

tone in which he anfwered this exhortation of Pipes, fay-

ing,
"

I do behave like a man ; but you would have me
aft the part of a brute. Are they coming this way ?"

When Tom told him that they had faced about, and ad-

monifhed him to advance, the nerves of his arm refufed

their office, he could not hold out his piftol, and inftead

of going forward, retreated with an infenfibility of mo-
tion ; till Pipes, placing himfelf in the rear, fet his own
back to that of his principal, and fwore he fhould not

budge an inch farther in that direction.
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While the valet thus tutored the painter, his mafter

enjoyed the terrors of the phyfician, which were more
ridiculous than thofe of Pallet, becaufe he was more in-

tent upon difguifing them. His declaration to Pickle in

the morning would not fuffer him to ftart any objections
when he received the challenge ; and finding that the

young gentleman made no offer of mediating the affair,

but rather congratulated him on the occafion, when he
communicated the painter's billet, all his efforts confiited

in oblique hints, and general reflections upon the abfur-

dity of duelling, which was firft introduced among civi-

lized nations by the barbarous Huns and Longobards.
He likewife pretended to ridicule the ufe of fire-arms,

which confounded all the diftintions of fkill and addrefs,

and deprived a combatant of the opportunity of fignalif-

ing his perfonal prowefs.
Pickle affented to the juflnefs of his obfervations ; but,

at the fame time, reprefented the neceffity of complying
with the cuftoms of this world (ridiculous as they were),
on which a man's honour and reputation depend. So

that, feeing no hopes of profiting by that artifice, the re-

publican's agitation became more and more remarkable ;

and he propofed, in plain terms, that they fhould con-

tend in armour, like the combatants of ancient days ; for

it was but reafonable that they mould praclife the man-
ner of fighting, fince they adopted the difpofition of thofe

iron times.

Nothing could have afforded more diverfion to our he-

ro than the fight of two fuch duelifls cafed in iron ; and
he wifhed that he had promoted the quarrel in Brulfels,

where he could have hired the armour of Charles the

Fifth, and the valiant Duke of Parma, for their accommo-
dation ; but as there was no poflibility of furnifhing them

cap-a-pee at Antwerp, he perfuaded him to conform to

the modern ufe of the fword, and meet the painter on
his own terms ; and fufpe&ing that his fear would fup-

ply him with other excuies for declining the combat, he
comforted him with fome diftant infinuations, to the pre-

judice of his adverfary's courage, which would, in all

probability, evaporate before any mifchief could happen.

Notwithftandiug this encouragement, he could not

fupprefs the reluctance with which he went to the field,

Z
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and caft many a wifhful look over his left moulder, to

fee whether or not his adversary was at his heels. When,
by the advice of his fecond, he took poffeflion of the

ground, and turned about with his face to the enemy,
it was not fo dark, but that Peregrine could perceive the

unufual palenefs of his countenance, and the fweat {land-

ing in large drops upon his forehead ; nay, there was a

manifeft diforder in his fpeech, when he regretted his

want of the pi/a and parma, with which he would have

made a rattling noife, to aftonifh his foe, in fpringing for-

ward, and ringing the hymn to battle, in the manner of

the ancients.

In the mean time, obferving the hefitation of his an-

tagonift, who, far from advancing, feemed to recoil, and

even ftruggle with his fecond, he gueffed the fituation of

the painter's thoughts ; and, collecting all the manhood
that he poffeffed, feized the opportunity of profiting by
his enemy's confternation. Striking his fword and piftol

together, he advanced in a fort of trot, raifing a loud

howl, in which he repeated, in lieu of the Spartan fong,

part of the ftrophe from one of Pindar's Pythia, begin-

ning with eh theon gar mahanai fafai Broteais aretais, &c.
This imitation of the Greeks had all the defired effel up-
on the painter, who feeing the phyfician running towards

him like a fury, with a piftol in his right hand, which
was extended, and hearing the dreadful yell he uttered,

and the outlandifh words he pronounced, was feized with

an univerfal pally of his' limbs. He would have dropped
down upon the ground, had not Pipes fupported and en-

couraged him to Hand upon his defence. The dodlor,

contrary to his expectation, finding that he had not flinch-

ed from the fpot, though he had new performed one half

of his career, put in practice his laft effort, by firing his

piftol, the noife of which no fooner reached the ears of

the affrighted painter, than he recommended his foul to

God, and roared for mercy with great vociferation.

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, com-
manded him to yield, and furrender his arms, on pain of

immediate death ; upon which he threw away his.piftols
and fword, in fpite of all the admonitions and even threats

of his fecond, who left him to his fate, and went up to

his maftcr, Hopping his nofe with figns of loathing and ab-

horrence.
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The vi&or, having won the fpolia opima, granted him
his life, on condition that he would on his knees fuppli-
cate his pardon, acknowledge himfelf inferior to his con-

queror in every virtue and qualification, and promife for

the future to merit his favour by fubmiflion and refpel.
Thefe infolent terms were readily embraced by the unfor-

tunate challenger, who fairly owned, that he was not at

all calculated for the purpofes of war, and that hence-

forth he would contend with no weapon but his pencil.
He begged, with great humility, that Mr. Pickle would
not think the worfe of his morals for this defeat of cou-

rage, which was a natural infirmity inherited from his

father, and fufpend his opinion of his talents, until he

fhould have an opportunity of contemplating the charms
of his Cleopatra, which would be finifhed in lefs than

three months.

Our hero obferved, with an affected air of difplea-

fure, that no man could be juftly condemned for being

fubjer. to the impreflions of fear ; and therefore his cow-
ardice might eafily be forgiven ; but there was fomething
fo prefumptuous, difhoneft, and difingenuous, in arro-

gating a quality to which he knew he had not the fmal-

left pretenfion, that he could not forget his mifbe-

haviour all at once, though he would condefcend to com-
municate with him as formerly, in hopes of feeing a re-

formation in his conduct. Pallet protefted, that there was
no diffimulation in the cafe j for he was ignorant of his

own weaknefs, until his refolution was put to the trial :

He faithfully promifed to demean himfelf, during the re-

maining part of the tour, with that confeious modefty
and penitence which became a perfon in his condition ;

and, for the prefent, implored the afliftance of Mr. Pipes,
in

difembarraffing him from the difagreeable confequencc
of his fear.

uij



560 THE ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER LXIV.

The doclor exults in his victory They fet out for Rotterdam, where

they arc entertained by two Dutch gentlemen in a yacht, which is

overturned in the Made, to th<* manifeft ha2ard of the painter's life.

They fpend the cvcn.ng with their entertainers, and next day vifit a

cabinet of curiofities.

JL om was accordingly ordered to minifter to his occa-

fions ; and the conqueror, elated with his f.iccefs, which

he in a great mea'ure attributed to his manner of attack,

and the hymn which he howled, told Peregrine, that he

was now convinced of the truth of what Pindar fung in

thefe words, ojfa
de me pephilehe Zeus atuzontai Bonn Pie-

ridon aiottta ; for he had no fooner begun to repeat the

mellifluent drains of that divine pott, than the wretch

his antagonift was confounded, and his nerves unftrung.
On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the pru-

dence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and afcribed

the confirmation of Pallet to the remembrance of fome
crime that lay heavy upon his confeience ; for, in his opi-

nion, a man of virtue and common fenfe could not pofli-

bly be afraid of death, which is not only the peaceful
harbour that receives him fhattered on the tempeftuous
fea of life, but alfo the eternal feal of his fame and glory,
which it is no longer in his power to forfeit and fore-

go. He lamented his fate, in being doomed to live in

fuch degenerate days, when war is become a mercenary
trade ; and ardently wiflied, that the day would come,
when he fhould have fuch an opportunity of fignalizing
his courage in the caufe of liberty, as that of Marathon,
where an handful of Athenians, fighting for their free-

dom, defeated the whole ftrength of the Perfian empire." "Would to heaven ! (faid he), my mufe were blefled

with an occafion to emulate that glorious teftimony on
the trophy in Cyprus, erected by Cimon, for two great
victories gained on the fame day over the Perfians by fea

and land ; in which it is very remarkable, that the great-
nefs of the occafion has raifed the manner of expreflion
above the ufual

fimplicity and modefty of all other ancient

inscriptions." He then repeated it with all die pomp of

declamation, and fignified his hope, that the French would
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one day invade us with fuch an army as that which Xerxes

led into Greece, that it might be in his power to devote

himfelf, like Leonidas, to the freedom of his countrv.

This memorable combat being thus determined, and

every thing that was remarkable in Antwerp furveyed,

they fent their baggage down the Scheldt to Rotterdam,
and let out for the fame place in a poft waggon, which
that fame evening brought them in fafety to the banks of

the Maefe. They put up at an Engliih houfe of entertain-

ment, remarkable for the modefty and moderation of the

landlord ; and next morning the doctor went in perfon to

deliver letters of recommendation to two Dutch gentle-
men from one of his acquaintance at Paris. . Neither of

them happened to be at home when he called ; fo that he
left a meflage at their lodgings, with his addrefs ; and in

the afternoon they waited upon the company, and, after

many hofpitable profeffions, one of the two invited them
to fpend the evening at his houfe.

Meanwhile they had provided a pleafure yacht, in which

they propofed to treat them with an excurfion upon the

Maefe. This being almoft the only diverfion that place af-

fords, our young gentleman relifhed the propofal j and,

notwithstanding the remonftrances of Mr. Jolter, who
declined the voyage on account of the roughnefs of the

weather, they went on board without hefitation, and
found a collation prepared in the cabin. While they tack-

ed to and fro in the river, under the impulfe of a macke-
rel breeze, the phyfician exprefled his fatisfadtion, and
Pallet was ravifhed with the entertainment. But the

wind increafing, to the unfpeakable joy of the Dutchmen,
who had now an opportunity of (howing their dexterity
in the management of the vefiel, the guefts found it in-

convenient to Hand upon deck, and impoffible to fit be-

low, on account of the clouds of tobacco fmoke which
rolled from the pipes of their entertainers, in fuch volumes
as annoyed them even to the hazard of fuffocation. This

fumigation, together with the extraordinary motion of
the (hip, began to affect the head and ftomach of the

painter, who begged earneftly to be fet on fhore : But
the Dutch gentlemen, who had no idea of his fufferings,

infilled, with furprifing obftinacy of regard, upon his

ftaying until he fhould fee an inftance of the fkill of

2
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their mariners ; and, bringing him on deck, commanded
the men to carry the veflel s lee gun-wall under water.

This nicety of navigation they inftantly performed, to

the admiration of Pickle, the difcompofure of the doc-

tor, and terror of Pallet, who blefled himfelf from the

courtefy of a Dutchman, and prayed to heaven for his

deliverance.

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of this

feat, and the diftrefs of the painter at the fame time, the

yacht was overtaken by a fudden fquall, that overfet her

in a moment, and flung every man overboard into the

Maefe, before they could have the lead warning of their

fate, much lefs time to provide againtt the accident. Pe-

regrine, who was an expert fwimmer, reached the more
in fafety ; the phyfician, in the agonies of defpair, laid

fad hold on the trunk-breeches of one of the men, who

dragged him to the other fide ; the entertainers landed at

the bomb-keys, fmoking their pipes all the way with great
deliberation j and the poor painter rauft have gone to the

bottom, had not he been encountered by the cable of a

fhip that lay at anchor near the fcene of their difalter.

Though his fenfes had forfaken him, his hands fattened

by inftinr. on this providential occurrence, which he held

with fuch a convulsive grafp, that, when a boat was fent

out to bring him on more, it was with the utmoft diffi-

culty that his fingers were difengaged. He was carried

into a houfe, deprived of the ufe of fpeech, and bereft of

all fenfation ; and, being fufpended by the heels, a vail

quantity of water ran out of his mouth. This evacuation

being made, he began to utter dreadful groans, which gra-

dually increafed to a continued roar ; and, after he had

regained the ufe of his fenfes, he underwent a delirium

that laded feveral hours. As for the treaters, they never

dreamed of exprefling the leaft concern to Pickle or the

phyfician for what had happened, becaufe it was an acci-

dent fo common as to pais without notice.

Leaving the care of the veflel to the feamen, the com-

pany retired to their refpetive lodgings, in order to fhift

their clothes ; and in the evening our travellers were con-

ducted to the houfe of their new friend, who, with a view

of making his invitation the more agreeable, had aflem-

bled to the number of twenty or thirty Englishmen, of ail
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Tanks and degrees, from the merchant to the periwig-
maker's 'prentice.

In the midft of this congregation flood a chafing-difli
with live coals, for the convenience of lighting their pipes,

and every individual was accommodated with a fpitting-

box. There was not a mouth in the apartment unfurnifh-

ed with a tube, fo that they refembled a congregation of

chimeras breathing fire and fmoke ; and our gentlemen
were fain to imitate their example in their own defence.

It is not to be fuppofed that the converfation was either

very fprightly or polite ; the whole entertainment was of

the Dutch caft, frowzy and phlegmatic ; and our adven-

turer, as he returned to his lodging, tortured with the

headach, and difgulted with every circumflance of his

treatment, curfed the hour in which the doctor had fad-

died them with fuch troublefome companions.
Next morning by eight o'clock, thefe polite Hollanders

returned the vifit, arfd, after breakfaft, attended their

Englifh friends to the houfe of a perfon that pollened a

very curious cabinet of curiofities, to which they had fe-

cured our company's admiflion. The owner of this col-

lection was a cheefemonger, who received them in a wool-

len night-cap, with ftraps buttoned under his chin. As
he underftood no language but his own, he told them, by
the canal of one of their conductors, that he did not make
a practice of fhowing his curiofities ; but undernVanding
that they were Engliihmen, and recommended to his

friends, he was content to fubmit them to their perufal.
So faying, he led them up a dark ftair, into a fmall room,
decorated with a few paltry figures in plafler of Paris,
two or three miferable Iandfcapes, the lkins of an otter,

feal, and fome fifties (luffed ; and in one corner flood a

glafs-cafe, furnifhed with newts, frogs, lizards, and fer-

pents, preferved in fpirits ; a human foetus, a calf with
two heads, and about two dozen of buttei flies pinned up-
on paper.
The virtuofo having exhibited thefe particulars, eyed

the ftrangers with a look foliciting admiration and ap-
plaufe ; and as he could not perceive any fymptom of
either in their geflures or countenances, withdrew a cur-

tain, and difplayed a wainfcot cheft of drawers, in which,
he gave them to underftand, was fomething that would
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agreeably amufe the imagination. Our travellers, regaled
with this notice, imagined that they would be entertained

with the fight of fome curious medals, or other produc-
tions of antiquity ; but how were they disappointed,, when

they faw nothing but a variety of Shells, difpofed in whim-
fical figures, in each drawer ! After he had detained them
full two hours with a tedious commentary upon the Shape,

fize, and colour of each department, he, with a Superci-
lious fimper, defired that the Englifh gentlemen would

frankly and candidly declare, whether his cabinet, or that

of Mynheer Sloane at London, was the moft valuable.

When this requeft was Signified in Englifh to the com-

pany, the painter inftantly exclaimed,
"

By the Lard !

they are not to be named of a day. And as for that mat-

ter, I would not give one corner of Saltero's coffeehoufe

at Chelfea for all the trafh he hath Shown." Peregrine,

unwilling to mortify any perfon who had done his endea-

vour to pleafe him, obferved, that what he had feen was

very curious and entertaining ; but that no private collec-

tion in Europe was equal to that of Sir Hans Sloane,

which, excluSive of prefents, had coft an hundred thou-

fand pounds. The two conductors were confounded at

this afleveration, which being communicated to the cheefe-

monger, he (hook his head with a Significant grin ; and,

though he did not choofe to exprefs his incredulity in

words, gave our hero to understand, that he did not much

depend upon his veracity.
From the houfe of this Dutch naturaliSt, they were

dragged all round the city by the painful civility of their

attendants, who did not quit them till the evening was
well advanced, and then not till after they had promifed
to be with them before ten o'clock next day, in order to

conduct them to a country houfe, Situated in a pleaSant

village on the other Side of the river.

Pickle was already So much fatigued with their hoSpi-

tality, that, Sor the firSt time of his life, he Suffered a de-

jection of
Spirits ; and reSolved, at any rate, to avoid the

threatened persecution of to-morrow. Wilh this view, he
ordered his fervants to pack up fome clothes and linen in

a portmanteau -,
and in the morning embarked, with his

governor, in the Treckflcuyt, for the Hague, whither he

pretended to be called by fome urgent occaSion, leaving
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Lis fellow-travellers to make his apology to their friends ;

and alluring them, that he would not proceed for Am-
flerdam without their fociety. He arrived at the Hague
in the forenoon, and dined at an ordinary frequented by
officers and people of falhion ; where being informed that

the princefs would fee company in the evening, he dref-

fed himfelf in a rich fuit of the Parifian cut, and went to

court, without any introduction. A perfon of his appear-
ance could not fail to attract the notice of fuch a fmall

circle. The prince himfelf, understanding he was an

Englifhman and a ftranger, went up to him without ce-

remony, and, having welcomed him to the place, con-

verfed with him for fome minutes on the common topics
of difcourfe.

CHAFrER LXV.

They proceed to the Hague ; from whence they depart for Amflerdam,
where they fee a Dutch tragedy. Vifit the mufic-houfe, in which Pe-

regrine quarrels with the captain of a man of war. They pafs through
Haeriem, in their way to Leyden. Return to Rotterdam, where the

company feparates, and our hero, with his attendants, arrive in fafety
at Harwich.

jDeing joined by their fellow-travellers in the morning,

they made a tour to all the remarkable places in this ce-

lebrated village ; faw the Foundery, the Stadthoufe, the

Spinhuys, Vauxhall, and Count Bentincke's gardens, and
in the evening went to the French comedy, which was
directed by a noted Harlequin, who had found means to

flatter the Dutch tafle fo
effectually, that they extolled

him as the greateft actor that ever appeared in the pro-
vince of Holland. This famous company did not repre-
fent regular theatrical pieces, but only a fort of impromp-
tus, in which this noted player always performed the

greateft part of the entertainment. Among other fallies

of wit that efcaped him, there was one circumflance fo

remarkably adapted to the difpofition and genius of his

audience, that it were pity to pafs it over in filence. A
windmill being exhibited on the fcene, Harlequin, after

having furveyed it with curiofity and admiration, afks one
of the millers the ufe of that machine ; and being told
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that it was a windmill, obferves, with fome concern, that

as there was not the leaft breath of wind, he could not

have the pleaiure of feeing it turn round. Urged by this

confuleration, he puts himfelf into the attitude of a per-
fen wrapt in profound meditation ;

and having continued

a few fecends in this polture, runs to the miller with great

eagernefs and joy, and telling him that he had found an

expedient to make his mill work, very fairly unbuttons

his breeches : Then prefenting his polteriors to the fails

of the machine, certain explofions are immediately heard,
and the arms of the mill begin to turn . round, to the in-

finite fatisfat,ion of the fpetators, who approve the joke
with loud peals of applaufe.
Our travellers ftaid a few days at the Hague, during

which the young gentleman waited on the Britifh ambaf-

fador, to whom he was recommended by his excellency
at Paris, and loft about thirty guineas at billiards to a

French adventurer, who decoyed him into the fnare by

keeping up his game. Then they departed in a poft-

waggon for Amlterdam, being provided with letters of

introduction to an Englifh merchant refiding in that city,

under whofe aufpices they vifited every thing worth fee-

ing, and, among other excurfions, went to fee a Dutch

tragedy aclxjd ; an entertainment which, of all others,

had the ftrangeft effet upon the organs of our hero ; the

drefs of their chief perfonages was fo antic, their manner
fo awkwardly abfurd, and their language fo ridiculoufly
unfit for conveying the fentiments of love and honour,
that Peregrine's nerves were diuretically affected with the

complicated abfurdity, and he was compelled to withdraw

twenty times before the cataltrophe of the piece.
The fubjet of this performance was the famous ftory

of Scipio's continence and virtue, in reftoring the fair cap-
tive to her lover. The young Roman hero was reprefent-
ed by a broad-faced Batavian, in a burgomafter's gown
and a fur cap, fitting fmoking his pipe at a table furnifh-

ed with a can of beer, a drinking glafs, and a plate of to-

bacco : The lady was fuch a peribn as Scipio might very
well be fuppofed to give away, without any great effort

of generofity ; and indeed the Celtiberian prince feemed
to be of that opinion ; for, upon receiving her from the

hand of the viclor, he difcovered none of thofe tranfports
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of gratitude and joy which Livy defcribes in recounting
this event. The Dutch Scipio, however, was complaifant

enough in his way ; for he defired her to fit at his right

hand, by the appellation of Ya frow, and with his. own

fingers filling a clean pipe, presented it to Mynheer Al-

lucio the lover. The reft of the economy of the piece
was in the fame tafte ; which was fo agreeable to the

audience, that they feemed to have fhaken off their natu-

ral phlegm, in order to applaud the performance.
From the play our company adjourned to the houfe of

their friend, where they fpent the evening ; and.the con-

verfation turning upon poetry, a Dutchman who was prc-

fent, and underftood the Englilh language, having liften-

ed very attentively to the difcourfe, lifted up with both

hands the greateft part of a Chefhire cheefe that lay upon
the table, faying,

" I do know vat is boeter. Mine bro-

tre be a great boet, and ave vrought a book as dick as all

dat." Pickle, diverted with this method of eftimating an

author according to the quantity of his works, inquired
about the fubjeclts of this bard's writings ;

but of thefe

his brother could give no account, or other information,
but that there was little market for the commodity, which

hung heavy upon his hands, and induced him to wilh he

had applied himfelf to another trade.

The only remarkable fcene in Amfterdam, which our

company had not feen, was the Spuyl or mufic-houfes,

which, by the connivance of the magiftrates, are- main-
tained for the recreation of thofe who might attempt the

chaftity of creditable women, if they were not provided
with fuch conveniencies. To one of thefe night-houfes,
did our travellers repair, under the conduct of the Eng-
lilh merchant, and were introduced into fuch another

place as the ever memorable coffeehoufe of Moll King ;

with this difference, that the company here were not fo

riotous as the bucks of Covent Garden, but formed them-
felves into a circle, within which fome of the number
danced to the mufic of a fcurvy organ and a few other

inftruments, that uttered tunes very fuitable to the dif-

pofition of the hearers, while the whole apartment was
fhrouded with clouds of fmoke impervious to the view.

When our gentlemen entered, the floor was occupie I by
two females and their gallants, who, in the performance

4
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of their exercife, lifted their legs like fo many oxen at

plough ; and the pipe of one of thofe hoppers happening
to be exhaufted, in the midft of his farabrand he very de-

liberately drew forth his tobacco-box, filling and lighting

it again, without any interruption to the dance. Pere-

grine being unchecked by the prefence of his governor,
who was too tender of his own reputation to attend

them in this expedition, made up to a fprightly French

girl
who fat in feeming expectation of a cuftomer, and

prevailing upon her to be his partner, led her into the

circle, and, in his turn, took the opportunity of dancing
a minuet, to the admiration of all prefent. He intended

to have exhibited another fpecimen of his ability in this

art, when a captain of a Dutch man of war chancing to

come in, and feeing a ftranger engaged with the lady

whom, it feems> he had befpoke for his bedfellow, he ad-

vanced without any ceremony, and feizing her by the

arm, pulled her to the other fide of the room. Our ad-

venturer, who was not a man to put up with fuch a

brutal affront, followed the ravifher with indignation in

his eyes , and pufhing him on one fide, retook the fub-

jedl:
of their conteft, and led her back to the place from

whence lhe had been dragged. The Dutchman, enraged
at the youth's prefumption, obeyed the firft didr.at.es of his

choler, and lent his rival a hearty box on the ear ; which
was immediately repaid with intereft, before our hero

could recollect himfelf fufficiently to lay his hand upon
his fword, and beckon the aggreflbr to the door.

Notwithstanding the confufion and diforder which this

affair produced in the room, and the endeavours of Pickle's

company, who interpoled, in order to prevent bloodfhed,
the antagonists reached the Street ; and Peregrine draw-

ing, was furprifed to fee the captain advance againft him
with a long knife, which he preferred to the fword that

hung by his fide. The youth, confounded at this pre-

polterous behaviour, defired him, in the French tongue,
to lay afide that vulgar implement, and approach like a

gentleman : But the Hollander, who neither understood
the propofal, nor would have complied with his demand,
had he been made acquainted with his meaning, rufhed
forward like a defperado, before his adverfary could put
himfelf on his guard ; and if the young gentleman had
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not been endued with furprifing agility, his nofe would
have fallen a facrifice to the fury of the afiailant. Find-

ing himfelf in fuch imminent jeopardy, he leaped to one

fide, and the Dutchman pafling him, in the force of his

career, he with one nimble kick made fuch application to

his enemy's heels, that he flew like lightning into the ca-

nal, where he had almoft perifhed by pitching upon one
of the pofts with which it is faced.

Peregrine having performed this exploit, did not flay
for the captain's coming on fhore, but retreated with all

defpatch, by the advice of his conductor
*,
and next day

embarked, with his companions, in the Skuyt for Haerlem,
where they dined, and in the evening arrived at the an-

cient city of Leyden, where they met with fome Englifh
ftudents, who treated them with great hofpitality. Not
but that the harmony of the converfation was that fame

night interrupted by a difpute that arofe between one of

thofe young gentlemen and the phyfician, about the cold

and hot methods of prefcription in the gout and rheuma-
tifm ; and proceeded to fuch a degree of mutual reviling,
that Pickle, afhamed and incenfed at his fellow-traveller's

want of urbanity, efpoufed the other's caufe, and openly
rebuked him for his unmannerly petulance, which (he faid)

rendered him unfit for the purpofes, and unworthy of the

benefit, of fociety. This unexpected declaration over-

whelmed the doctor with amazement and confufion ; he
was inftantaneoufly deprived of his fpeech, and, during
the remaining part of the party, fat in filent mortification.

In all probability he deliberated with himfelf, whether or

not he fhould expoftulate with the young gentleman on
the freedom he had taken with his character in a com-

pany of ftrangers ; but as he knew he had not a Pallet to

deal with, he very prudently fupprefTed that fuggeftiorf,
and in fecret chewed the cud of reientment.

After they had vifited the phyfic garden, the univerfity,
the anatomical hall, and every other thing that was re-

commended to their view, they returned to Rotterdam,
and held a confultation upon the method of tranfporting
themfelves to England. The doctor, whofe grudge againft

Peregrine was rather inflamed than allayed by our hero's

indifference and neglect, had tampered with the fimpli-

city of the painter, who was proud of his advances fa

Vol. II. A a
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wards a perfect reconciliation ; and now took the oppor-

tunity of parting with our adventurer, by declaring that

he and his friend Mr. Pallet were refolved to take their

pnflage in a trading floop, after he had heard Peregrine

object againft: that tedious, difagreeable, and uncertain

method of conveyance. Pickle immediately faw his in-

tention ; and, without ufing the lead argument to dif-

fuade them from their defign, or expreffing the fmalleft

degree of concern at their feparation, very coolly wifhed

them a profperous voyage, and ordered his baggage to be

lent to Helvoetfluys. There he himfelf and his retinue

went on board of the packet next day, and, by the fa-

vour of a fair wind, in eighteen hours arrived at Harwich.

CHAPTER LXVI.

Peregrine delivers his letters of recommendation at London, and returns
to the garrifon, to the unfpeakable joy of the commodore and his

whle family.

.Now that our hero found himfelf on Englifh ground,
his heart dilated with the proud recollection of his own
improvement fince he left his native foil. He began to

recognife the interefting ideas of his tender years ; he en-

joyed by anticipation the pleafure of feeing his friends in

the garrifon, after an abfence of eighteen months ; and
the image of his charming Emily, which other lefs worthy
confiderations had deprefled, refumed the full pofleffion
of his breaft. He remembered with (hame, that he had

neglected the correfpondence with her brother, which lie

himfelf had folicited, and in confequence of which he had
received a letter from that young gentleman, while he
lived at Paris. In fpite of thefe confcientious reflections,

he was too felf-fufficient to think he fhould find any dif-

ficulty in obtaining forgivenefs for fuch fins of omifiion ;

and began to imagine, that his paflion would be preju-
dicial to the dignity of his fituation, if it could not be

gratified upon terms which formerly his imagination durft

not conceive.

Sorry I am, that the taflc I have undertaken, lays me
under the neceflity of divulging this degeneracy in the
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fentiments of our imperious youth, who was now in the

heyday of his blood, flufhed with the confcioufnefs of his

own qualifications, vain of his fortune, and elated on the

wings of imaginary expectation. Though he was deeply
enamoured of Mifs Gauntlet, he was far from propofing
her heart as the ultimate aim of his gallantry, which (he
did not doubt) would triumph over the molt illuftrious

females of the land, and at once regale his appetite and

ambition.

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appearance at the

garrifon equally furprifing and agreeable, he cautioned Mr.

Joker againft writing to the commodore, who had not

heard of them fince their departure from Paris, and hired

a poll chaife and horfes for London. The governor, go-

ing out to give orders about the carriage, inadvertently
left a paper book open upon the table ; and his pupil call-

ing his eyes upon the page, chanced to read thefe words :

"
Sept. 15. Arrived in fafety, by the bleffing of God,

in this unhappy kingdom of England. And thus con-

cludes the journal of my laft peregrination." Peregrine's

curiofity being inflamed by this extraordinary conclufion,
he turned to the beginning, and perufed feveral meets of

a diary fuch as is commonly kept by that clafs of people
known by the denomination of travelling governors, for

the fatisfaclion of themfelves and the parents or guardians
of their pupils, and for the edification and entertainment

of their friends.

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. Joker's

performance, we (hall tranferibe the tranfacYions of one

day, as he had recorded them ; and that abftracl: will be

a fufficient fpecimen of the whole plan and execution of

the work.
"
May 3. At eight o'clock fet out from Boulogne in a

poll chaife the morning hazy and cold. Fortified my
ftomach with a cordial. Recommended ditto to Mr. P.

as an antidote againft the fog. Mem. He refufed it The
hither horfe greafed in the off-paftern of the hind leg.
Arrive at Samers. Mem. This laft was a poll and a half,

i. e. three leagues, or nine Engliih miles. The day clears

up. A fine champaign country, well ftored with corn.

The poftillion fays his prayers in palling by a wooden cru-

cifix upon the road. Mem. The horfes ftaled in a fmall

A a
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brook that runs in a bottom, betwixt two Kills. Arrive

at Cormont. A common poft. A difpute with my pupil,
who is obftinate, and fwayed by an unlucky prejudice.
Proceed to Montreuil, where we dine on choice pigeons.
A very moderate charge. No chamber-pot in the room,

owing to the negligence of the maid. This is an ordi-

nary poft. Set out again for Nampont. Troubled with

flatulencies and indigeftion. Mr. P. is fullen, and feems

to miftake an eructation for the breaking of wind back-

wards. From Nampont depart for
Bernay, at which

place we arrive in the evening, and propole to ftay all

night. N. B. The two laft are double polls, and our

cattle very willing, though not ftrong. Sup on a delicate

ragout and excellent partridges, in company with Mr. H.
and his fpoufe. Mem. The faid H. trod upon my corn

by miftake. Difcharge the bill, which is not very rea-

sonable. Difpute with Mr. P. about giving money to the

fervant : He infills upon my giving a twenty-four fols

piece, which is too much by two-thirds, in all confcience.

N. B. She was a pert baggage, and did not deferve a

hard."

Our hero was fo much difobliged with certain circum-

ftances of this amufing and inftru&ing journal, that, by
way of punifhing the author, he interlined thefe words
betwixt two paragraphs, in a manner that exactly refem-

bled the tutor's hand- writing
" Mem. Had the pleafure

of drinking myfelf into a fweet intoxication, by toafting
our lawful king, and his royal family, among fome wor-

thy Englifh fathers of the Society of Jefus."

Having taken this revenge, he fet out for London, where
he waited upon thofe noblemen to whom he had letters

of recommendation from Paris ; and was not only gra-

cioufly received, but even loaded with carefles and pre-
fers of fervice, becaufe they underftood he was a young
gentleman of fortune, who, far from {landing in need of
their countenance or affiftance, would make an ufeful and
creditable addition to the number of their adherents. He
had the honour of dining at their tables, in confequence
of prefling invitations, and of fpending feveral evening3
with the ladies to whom he was particularly agreeable, on
account of his perfon, addrefs, and bleeding freely at play.

3eing thus initiated in the beau monde, he thought it
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was high time to pay his refpects to his generous bene-

factor, the commodore ; and accordingly departed one

morning, with his train, for the garrifon, at which he

arrived in fafety the fame night. When he entered the

gate, which was opened by a new fervant that did m
know him, he found his old friend Hatchway ftalki'

in the yard, with a night-cap on his head, and a pip^a
his mouth j and, advancing to him, took him by the '/md
before he had any intimation of his approach. The lieu-

tenant, thus faluted by a ftranger, flared at him in filent

aftonifhment, till he recollected his features, which were
no fooner known, than, dafhing the pipe upon the pave-

ment, he exclaimed,
" Smite my crofs-trees ! th'art wel-

come to port ;" and hugged him in his arms with great
affection. He then, by a cordial fqueeze, exprefled his

fatisfa&ion at feeing his old fhip-mate Tom, who apply-

ing his whiftle to his mouth, the whole caftle echoed with

his performance.
The fervants, hearing the well-known found, poured

out in a tumult of joy ; and, underftanding that their

young mafter was returned, raifed fuch a peal of accla-

mation, as aftonifhed the commodore and his lady, and

infpired Julia with fuch an interefting prefage, that her

heart began to throb with violence. Running out in the

hurry and perturbation of her hope, Ihe was fo much
overwhelmed at fight of her brother, that fne actually
fainted in his arms. But from this trance fhe foon awak-
ed ; and Peregrine, having teftified his pleafure and af-

fection, went up ftairs, and prefented himfelf before his

godfather and aunt. Mrs. Trunnion rofe and received

him with a gracious embrace, blefling God for his happy
return from a land of impiety and vice, in which {he

hoped his morals had not been corrupted, nor his princi-

ples of religion altered or impaired. The old gentleman

being confined to his chair, was ftruck dumb with plea-
fure at his appearance ; and, having made divers ineffec-

tual efforts to get up, at length difcharged a volley of

curfes againft his own limbs, and held out his hand to his

godfon, who kiffed it with great refpet.
After he had finifhed his apoftrophe to the gout, which

was the daily and hourly fubject of his execrations,
"
Well,

my lad (faid he), I care not how foon I go to the botcom,
A a
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now I behold thee fafe in harbour again ; and yet I tell a

ciamn'd lie : I would 1 could keep afloat until I fhould fee a

lufty boy of thy begetting. Odds my timbers ! I love thee

fo well, that 1 believe thou art the fpawn of my own bo-

dy ; though I can give no account of thy being put upon
the flocks." Then turning his eye upon Pipes, who by
this time had penetrated into his apartment, and addreiTed

him with the ufual falutation of " What cheer ?" " A-

hey ! (cried he) are you there you herring-faced fon of

a lea-calf ? What a llippery trick you played your old

commander ! But come, you dog ! there's my fift ; I for-

give you, for the love you bear to my godfon. Go, man

your tackle, and hoitt a calk of ftrong beer into the yard,
knock out the bung, and put a pump in it, for the ufe of

all my fervants and neighbours ; and, d'ye hear, let the

patcreroes be fired, and the garrifon illuminated, as re-

joicings for the fafe arrival of your mafter. By the Lord !

if I had the ufe of thefe damn'd fhambling fhanks, I would
dance a hornpipe with the beft of you."
The next object of his attention was Mr. Joker, who

was honoured with particular marks of diftinction, and
the repeated promife of enjoying the living in his gift, as

an acknowledgment of the care and difcretion with which
he had fuperintended the education and morals of our

hero. The governor was fo affected by the generofity of

his patron, that the tears ran down his cheeks, while he

expreiTed his gratitude, and the infinite fatisfaction he felt-

in contemplating the accompliftiments of his pupil.

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the orders he had
received : The beer was produced, the gates were thrown

open for the admiflion of all comers, the whole houfe

was lighted up, and the patereroes were difcharged in

repeated volleys. Such phenomena could not fail to at-

tract the notice of the neighbourhood. The club at Tun-

ley's were aftonifhed at the report of the guns, which

produced various conjectures among the members of that

fagacious fociety. The landlord obferved, that, in all

likelihood, the commodore was vifited by hobgoblins, and
ordered the guns to be fired in token of diftrefs, as he
had acted twenty years before, when he was annoyed by
the fame grievance. The excifeman, with a waggifh
fneer, exprefled his apprehenfion of Trunnion's death, in
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confequence of which the patereroes might be difcharged
with an equivocal intent, either as fignals of his lady's
forrow or rejoicing. The attorney fignified a fufpicion
of Hatchway's being married to Mifs Pickle, and that the

firing and illuminations were in honour of the nuptials j

upon which Gamaliel discovered fome faint figns of emo-

tion, and, taking the pipe from his mouth, gave it as his

opinion, that his filler was brought to bed.

While they were thus bewildered in the maze of their

own imaginations, a company of country men, who fat

drinking in the kitchen, and whofe legs were more ready
than their invention, fallied out to know the meaning of

thefe exhibitions. Underftanding that there was a butt of

ftrong beer a-broach in the yard, to which they were invit-

ed by the fervants, they faved themfelves the trouble and

expence of returning to fpend the evening at the public

houfe, and lifted themfelves under the banner of Tom
Pipes, who prefided as director of this feftival.

The news of Peregrine's return being communicated
to the parifh, the parfon, and three or four neighbouring

gentlemen, who were wellwifhers to our hero, immedi-

ately repaired to the garrifon, in order to pay their com-

pliments on this happy event, and were detained to fup-

per. An elegant entertainment was prepared by the di-

rection of Mifs Julia, who was an excellent houfewife ;

and the commodore was fo invigorated with joy, that he

feemed to have renewed his age.

Among thofe who honoured the occafion with his pre-
fence was Mr. Clover, the young gentleman that made
his addrefles to Peregrine's filler. His heart was fo big
with his pafiion, that, while the reft of the company were

engroiTed by their cups, he feized an opportunity of our

hero's being detached from the converfation, and, in the

impatience of his love, conjured him to confent to his

happinefs ; protefting, that he would comply with any
terms of fettlement that a man of his fortune could em-

brace, in favour of a young lady who was abfolute mif-

trefs of his affection.

Our youth thanked him very politely for his favourable

fentiments and honourable intention towards his filler,

and told him, that at prefent he faw no reafon to ob-

ftruct his defire ; that he would confult Julia's own in-
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inclinations, and confer with him about the means of gra-

tifying his wifh ; but, in the mean time, begged to be

excufed from difcuffing any point of fuch importance to

them both. Reminding him of the jovial purpofe on

which they were happily met, he promoted fuch a quick
circulation of the bottle, that their mirth grew noify and

obftreperous ; they broke forth into repeated peals of

laughter, without any previous incitement except that of

claret. Thefe explofions were fucceeded by Bacchana-

lian fongs, in which the old gentleman himfelf attempted
to bear a {hare ; the fedate governor fnapped time with

his fingers, and the parifh pried aflifted in the chorus

with a mod expreflive nakednefs of countenance. Be-

fore midnight they were almoft all pinned to their chairs,

as if they had been fixed by the power of inchantment ;

and, what rendered the confinement (till more unfortu-

nate, every fervant in the houfe was in the fame fituation ;

fo that they were fain to take their repofe as they fat, and

nodded at each other like a congregation of Anabaptifts.
Next day Peregrine communed with his filler on the

fubjec~r of her match with Mr. Clover, who (flie told him)
had offered to fettle a jointure of four hundred pounds,
an<i take her to wife without any expectation of a dowry.
She moreover gave him to underftand, that, in his ab-

fence, fhe had received feveral mefiages from her mother,

commanding her to return to her father's houfe; but that

fhe had refufed to obey thefe orders, by the advice and

injunction of her aunt and the commodore, which were
indeed feconded by her own inclination ; becaufe fhe had
all the reafon in the world to believe, that her mother

only wanted an opportunity of treating her with feverity
and rancour. The refentment of that lady had been car-

ried to fuch indecent lengths, that, feeing her daughter
at church one day, fhe role up, before the parfon enter-

ed, and reviled her with great bitternefs, in the face of

the whole congregation.
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CHAPTER LXVII.

Sees his lifter "happily married. Vifits Emilia, who receives him accord-

ing to his deferts.

XTer brother being of opinion, that Mr. Clover's propo-
fal was not to be neglected, efpecially as Julia's heart was

engaged in his favour, communicated the affair to his

uncle, who, with the approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, de-

clared himfelf well fatisfied with the young man's ad-

drefles, and defired that they might be buckled with all

expedition, without the knowledge or concurrence of her

parents, to whom (on account of their unnatural barba-

rity) fhe was not bound to pay the leaft regard. Though
our adventurer entertained the fame fentiments of the

matter, and the lover, dreading fome obftru&ion, earneftly

begged the immediate condefcenfion of his miftrefs, fhe

could not be prevailed upon to take fuch a material ftep,
without having firft folicited the permiffion of her father,

refolved, neverthelefs, to comply with the dictates of her
own heart, mould his objections be frivolous or unjuft.

Urged by this determination, her admirer waited upon
Mr. Gamaliel at the public-houfe, and, with the appear-
ance of great deference and refpet, made him acquaint-
ed with his affection for his daughter, communicated the

particulars of his fortune, with the terms of fettlement

he was ready to make ; and in conclufion told him, that

he would marry her without a portion. This laft offer

feemed to have fome weight with the father, who receiv-

ed it with
civility, and promifed in a day or two to fa-

vour him with a final anfwer to his demand. He, ac-

cordingly, that fame evening confulted his wife, who be-

ing exafperated at the profpedt, of her daughter's inde-

pendency, argued with the moft virulent expoftulation

againft the match, as an impudent fcheme of her own

planning, with a view of infulting her parents, towards
whom fhe had already been guilty of the moft vitious dis-

obedience. In fhort, fhe ufed fuch remonftrances, as not

only averted this weak hufband's inclination from the

propofal which he had relifhed before, but even inftigated
him to apply for a warrant to apprehend his daughter, on

4
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the fufpofition that fhe was about to bellow herfelf in

marriage without his privity or content.

The iuilice of peace to whom this application was

made, though he could not refule the order, yet, being
no ilrangcr to the malevolence of the mother, which, to-

gether with Gamaliel's (implicity, was notorious in the

county, he fent an intimation of what had happened
to the garrifon ; upon which a couple of centinels were

placed on the gate, and at the prelling folicitation of the

lover, as weAl as the defire of the commodore, her bro-

ther, and aunl, Julia was wedded without further delay ;

the ceremony being performed by Mr. Jolter, becaufe the

parifh prieit prudently declined any occafion of giving of-

fence, and the curate was too much in the intereft of

their enemies to be employed in that office.

This domeflic concern being fettled to the fatisfaction

of our hero, he efcorted her next day to the houfe of her

hufband, who immediately wrote a letter to her father,

declaring his reafons for having thus fuperfeded his au-

thority ; and Mrs. Pickle's mortification was unfpeakable.
That the new married couple might be guarded againft

all intuit, our young gentleman and his friend Hatchway,
with their adherents* lodged in Mr. Clover's houfe for

fome weeks ; during which they vifited their acquaint-
ance in the neighbourhood, according to cultom. When
the tranquillity of thear family was perfectly eltablifhed,

and the contract of marriage executed in the prefence of

the old commodore and his lady, who gave her niece

five hundred pounds to purchafe jewels and clothes, Mr.

Peregrine could no longer reftrain his impatience to fee

his dear Emily ; and told his uncle, that next day he

r-ropofed to ride acrofs the country, in order to vifit his

friend Gauntlet, whom he had not heard of for a long
time.

The old gentleman, looking ftedfaftly in his face,
" Ah ! damn your cunning ! (laid he) I find the anchor

holds fall ! I did fuppofe as how you would have flipt

your cable, and changed your birth ; but, I fee, when
a young fellow is once brought up by a pretty wench,
he may man his capllans and viol block, if he wool ;

but he'll as foon heave up the Pike of Teneriffe, as

bring his anchor a-weigh ! Odds heartlikins ! had I

2
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known the young woman was Ned Gauntlet's daugh-
ter, I fhouldn't have thrown out fignal for leaving off

chafe.'

Our adventurer was not a little furprifed to hear the

commodore talk in this ftyle ; and immediately conjec-
tured that his friend Godfrey had informed him of the

whole affair. Inftead of liftening to this approbation of

his flame, with thofe tranfports of joy which he would
have felt, had he retained his former fentiments, he was

chagrined at Trunnion's declaration, and offended at the

prefumption of the young foldler, in prefuming to dif-

clofe the fecret with which he had intruded him. Red-

dening with thefe reflections, he affured the commodore
that he never had ferious thoughts of matrimony ; fo

that, if any perfon had told him he was under any en-

gagement of that kind, he had abufed his ear ; for he

protefted that he would never contract fuch attachments

without his knowledge and exprefs permiflion.
Trunnion commended him for his prudent refolution,

and obferved, that, though no perfon mentioned to him
what promifes had paffed betwixt him and his fweet-

heart, it was very plain that he had made love to her,
and therefore it was to be fuppofed that his intentions

were honourable ; for he could not believe he was fuch

a rogue in his heart, as to endeavour to debauch the

daughter of a brave officer, who had ferved his country
with credit and reputation. Notwithftanding this remon-

ftrance, which Pickle imputed to the commodore's igno-
rance of the world, he fet out for the habitation of Mrs.

Gauntlet, with the unjuftifiable fentiments of a man of

pleafure, who facrifices every confideration to the defire

of his ruling appetite ; and, as Wincheiter lay in his way,
refolved to vifit fome of his friends who lived in that

place. It was in the houfe of one of thefe that he was
informed of Emilia's being then in town with her mo-
ther ; upon which he excufed himfelf from (laying to

drink tea, and immediately repaired to their lodgings, ac-

cording to the directions he had received.

When he arrived at the door, inftead of undergoing
that perturbation of fpirits, which a lover in his intereft-

ing fituation might be fuppofed to feel, he fuffered no
emotion but that of vanity and pride, favoured with an
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opportunity of felf-gratification, and entered his Emilia's

apartment with the air of a conceited petit-maitre, rather

than that of the refpectful admirer, when he vifits the

object of his paffion, after an abfence of feventeen

months.

The young lady, having been very much difobliged at

his mortifying neglect of her brother's letter, had fum-
moned all her own pride and refolution to her aid ; and,

by means of a happy difpofition, fo far overcame her

chagrin at his indifference, that (he was able to behave in

his prefence with apparent tranquillity and eafe. She was
even pleafed to find he had, by accident, chofen a time

for his vifit when fhe was furrounded by two or three

young gentlemen, who profeffed themfelves her admirers.

Our gallant was no fooner announced, than fhe collected

all her coquetry, put on the gayeft air fhe could affume,
and contrived to giggle juft as he appeared at the room
door. The compliments of falutation being performed,
fhe welcomed him to England in a carelefs manner, alked

the news of Paris, and, before he could make any reply,
defired one of the other gentlemen to proceed with the

fequel of that comical adventure, in the relation of which
he had been interrupted.

Peregrine fmiled within himfelf at this behaviour, which

(without all doubt) he believed fhe had affected to punifh
him for his unkind filence while he was abroad, being

fully perfuaded that her heart was abfolutely at his devo-

tion. On this fuppofition, he practifed his Parifian im-

provements on the art of converfation, and uttered a

thoufand prettinefles in the way of compliment, with

fuch incredible rotation of tongue, that his rivals were
flruck dumb with aftonifhment, and Emilia fretted out

of all temper, as feeing herfelf deprived of the preroga-
tive of the fex. He perfifted, however, in this furprifing

loquacity, until the reft of the company thought proper
to withdraw, and then contracted his difcourfe into the

focus of love, which now put on a very different appear-
ance from that which it had formerly worn. Inftead of

awful veneration, which her prefence ufed to infpire,
that chaflity of fentiment, and delicacy of exprtflion, he
now gazed upon her with the eyes of a libertine, he

glowed with the impatience of defire, talked in a ftrain
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that barely kept within the bounds of decency, and at-

tempted to fnatch fuch favours, as fhe, in the tendernefs

of mutual acknowledgment, had once vouchfafed to be-

llow.

Grieved and offended as fhe was, at this palpable alte-

ration in his carriage, fhe difdained to remind him of his

former deportment, and, with diffembled good humour,
rallied him on the progrefs he had made in gallantry and
addrefs : But, far from fubmitting to the liberties he
would have taken, fhe kept her perfon facred from his

touch, and would not even fuffer him to ravifh a kifs of

her fair hand ; fo that he reaped no other advantage from
the exercife of his talents, during this interview, which
lafted a whole hour, than that of knowing he had over-

rated his own importance, and that Emily's beast was not

a garrifon likely to furrender at difcretion.

At length his addrefTes were interrupted by the arrival

of the mother, who had gone abroad to vifit by herfelf ;

and the converfation becoming more general, he under-

ftood that Godfrey was at London, foliciting for a lieu-

tenancy that had fallen vacant in the regiment to which
he belonged -,

and that Mifs Sophy was at home with her

father.

Though our adventurer had not met with all the fuc-

cefs he expected by his firft vifit, he did not defpair of

reducing the fortrefs, believing that in time there would
be a mutiny in his favour, and accordingly carried on the

fiege for feveral days, without profiting by his perfever-
ance ; till, at length, having attended the ladies to their

own houfe in the country, he began to look upon this ad-

venture as time mif-fpent, and refolved to discontinue his

attack, in hopes of meeting with a more favourable occa-
fion j being, in the mean time, ambitious of difplaying,
in an higher fphere, thofe qualifications which his vanity
told him were at prefent misapplied.
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CHAPTER LXVIIL

He attends his uncle with great affection during a fit of illnef?. Sets out

again for London. Meets with his friend Godfrey, who is prevailed

upon to accompany him to Bath ; on the road to which place they
chance to dine with a perfon who entertains them with a curious ac-

count of a certain company of adventurers.

1 hus determined, he took leave of Emilia and her mo-

ther, on pretence of going to London upon fome urgent

bufinefs, and returned to the garrifon, leaving the good
old lady very much concerned, and the daughter incenfed

at his behaviour, which was the more unexpected, be-

caufe Godfrey had told them, that the commodore ap-

proved of his nephew's paflion.

Our adventurer found his uncle fo ill of the gout,

which, for the firfl: time, had taken pofleflion of his

ftomach, that his life was in imminent danger, and the

whole family in diforder : He therefore took the reins of

government in his own hands, fent for all the phyficians
in the neighbourhood, and attended him in perfon with

the mod affectionate care, during the whole fit, which
lafted a fortnight, and then retired before the ftrength of

his conftitution.

When the old gentleman recovered his health, he was
fo penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour, that he actually
would have made over to him his whole fortune, and de-

pended upon him for his own fubfilience, had not our

youth oppofed the execution of the deed with all his in-

fluence and might, and even perfuaded him to make a

will, in which his friend Hatchway, and all his other ad-

herents, were liberally remembered, and his aunt provid-
ed for on her own terms. This material point being fet-

tled, he, with his uncle's permiflion, departed for Lon-

don, after having feen the family affairs eltablifhed under
the direction and adminiftration of Mr. Joker and the

lieutenant ; for, by this time, Mrs. Trunnion was wholly

occupied with her fpiritual concerns.

On his firft arrival at London, he fent a card to the

lodgings of Gauntlet, in confequence of a direction from
his mother; and that young gentleman waited on him
next morning, though not with that alacrity of counte-
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nance and warmth of friendfhip which might have been

expected from the intimacy of their former connection.

Nor was Peregrine himfelf actuated by the fame unre-

ferved affection for the foldier which he had formerly en-

tertained. Godfrey, over and above the offence he had

taken at Pickle's omiffion in point of correfponding with

him, had been informed, by a letter from his mother, of

the youth's cavalier behaviour to Emilia, during his laft

refidence at Winchefter ; and our young gentleman (as

we have already obferved) was difgulted at the fuppofed

difcovery which the foldier had made in his abfence to

the commodore. They perceived their mutual umbrage
at meeting, and received each other with that civility of

referve which commonly happens between two perions
when their friendfhip is in the wane.

Gauntlet at once divined the caufe of the other*s dif-

pleafure j and, in order to vindicate his own chara&er,
after the firft compliments were palTed, took the oppor-

tunity, on inquiring after the health of the commodore,
to tell Peregrine, that, while he tarried at the garrifon,
on his return from Dover, the fubjecT: of the converfa-

lion, one night, happening to turn on our hero's paffion,
the old gentleman had expreffed his concern about that

affair ; and, among other obfervations, faid, he fuppofed
the object of his love was fome paltry huffy, whom he
had picked up when he was a boy at fchool. Upon
which, Mr. Hatchway affured him, that me was a young
woman of as good a family as any in the county ; and,
after having prepoffeffed him in her favour, ventured (out
of the zeal of his friendfhip) to tell who {he was : Where-

fore, the difcovery was not to be imputed to any other

caufe ; and he hoped Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all

{hare in the tranfaction.

Peregrine was very well pleafed to be thus undeceived ;

his countenance immediately cleared up, the formality of
his behaviour relaxed into his ufual familiarity j he afked

pardon for his unmannerly neglect of Godfrey's letter,

which, he protefled, was not owing to any difregard, or

abatement of friendfhip, but to a hurry of youthful en-

gagements, in confequence of which he had procraftinat-
ed his anfwer from time to time, until he was ready to

return in perfon.
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The young foklier was contented with this apology ;

and, as Pickle's intention, with refpecl: to his fifter, was
ftill dubious and undeclared, he did not think it was in-

cumbent upon him, as yet, to exprefs any refentment on
that fcorc ; but was wife enough to forefee, that the re-

newal of his intimacy with our young gentleman might
be the means of reviving that flame which had been

diffipated by a variety of new ideas. With thofe fenti-

ments, he laid afide all referve, and their communication

immediately refumed its former channel. Peregrine made
him acquainted with all the adventures in which he had
been engaged fince their parting j and he, with the fame

confidence, related the remarkable incidents of his own
fate ; among other things, giving him to underftand,

that, upon obtaining a commiffion in the army, the fa-

ther of his dear Sophy, without once inquiring about the

occafion of his promotion, had not only favoured him
with his countenance in a much greater degree than here-

tofore, but alfo contributed his intereft, and even pro-
mifed the affiftance of his purfe, in procuring for him a

lieutenancy, which he was then foliciting with all his

power ; whereas, if he had not been enabled, by a moft

accidental piece of good fortune, to lift himfelf into the

fphere of an officer, he had all the reafon in the world to

believe that this gentleman, and all the reft of his wealthy
relations, would have fuffered him to languish in obfcu-

rity and diftrefs ; and by turning his misfortune into re-

proach, made it a plea for their own want of generofity
and friendship.

Peregrine, underftanding the fituation of his friend's

affairs, would have accommodated him upon the inftant

with a fum to accelerate the paflage of his commiffion

through the offices ; but, being too well acquainted with

his fcrupulous difpofition, to manifeft his benevolence in

that manner, he found means to introduce himfelf to one
of the gentlemen of the war office, who was fo well fa-

tisfied with the arguments he ufed in behalf of his friend,

that Godfrey's bufmefs was tranfated in a very few days,

though he himfelf knew nothing of his intereft being thus

reinforced.

By this time, the feafon at Bath was begun ; and our

hero, panting with the defire of diftinguifhing himfelf at
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that refort of the fafhionable world, communicated his

defign of going thither to his friend Godfrey, whom he

importuned to accompany him in the excurfion ; and leave

of abfence from his regiment being obtained by the influ-

ence of Peregrine's new quality friends, the two compa-
nions departed from London in a poft chaife, attended, a9

ufual, by the valet de chambre and Pipes, who were be-

come almoft as neceflary to our adventurer as any two of

his own organs.
At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, Godfrey per-

ceived a perfon walking by himfelf in the yard, with a

very penfive air, and, upon obferving him more narrowly,

recognifed him to be a profefled gamefter, whom he had

formerly known at Tunbridge. On the ftrength of this

acquaintance, he accofted the peripatetic, who knew him

immediately ; and, in the fulnefs of his grief and vexa-

tion, told him, that he was now on his return from Bath,
where he had been dripped by a company of (harpers,
who refented that he mould prefume to trade upon his

own bottom.

Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his inquiries,

imagining that he might learn fome entertaining and ufe-

ful anecdotes from this artift, invited him to dinner, and
was accordingly fully informed of all the political fyftems
at the Bath. He underftood that there was at London
one great company of adventurers, who employed agents
in all the different branches of impofition throughout the

whole kingdom of England, allowing thefe minifters a

certain proportion of the profits accruing from their in-

duftry ami fkill, and referving the greateft (hare for the

benefit of the common (lock, which was chargeable with

the expence of fitting out individuals in their various pur-

fuits, as well as with the lofs fuftained in the courfe of

their adventures. Some, whofe perfons and qualifications
are by the company judged adequate to the talk, exert

their talents in making love to ladies of fortune, being
accommodated with money and accoutrements for that

purpofe, after having given their bonds payable to one or

other of the directors, on the day of marriage, for certain

fums, proportioned to the dowries they are to receive.

Others, verfed in the doctrine of chances, and certain fe-

cret expedients, frequent all thofe places where games of

VoL II. B b
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hazard are allowed ; and fuch as are mailers in the arts

of billiards, tennis, and bowls, are continually lying in

wait, in all the fcenes of thefe diverfions, for the ignorant
and unwary. A fourth clafs attend horfe-races, being
fkilled in thofe myfterious practices by which the know-

ing-ones are taken in. Nor is this community unfurnifh-

ed with thofe who lay wanton wives and old rich widows
under contribution, and extort money, by proftituting
themfelves to the embraces of their own fex, and then

threatening their admirers with profecution. But their

moft important returns are made by that body of their

undertakers who exercife their underftandings in the in-

numerable ftratagems of the card-table, at which no

fharper can be too infamous to be received, and even ca-

refled by perfons of the higheft rank and diitindtion.

Among other articles of intelligence, our young gentle-
man learned, that thofe agents, by whom their gueft was

broke, and expelled from Bath, had conftituted a bank

againft all fporters, and monopolized the advantage in all

forts of play. He then told Gauntlet, that, if he would

put himfelf under his direction, he would return with

them, and lay fuch a fcheme as would infallibly ruin the

whole fociety at billiards, as he knew that Godfrey ex-

celled them all in his knowledge of that game.
The foldier excufed himfelf from engaging in any party

of that kind ; and after dinner the travellers parted ; but,

as the converfation between the two friends turned upon
the information they had received, Peregrine projected a

plan for punifhing thofe villanous pefts of fociety, who

prey upon their fellow-creatures ; and it was put in exe-

cution by Gauntlet in the following manner.

CHAPTER LXIX.

Godfrey executes a fcheme at Bath, by which a whole company of fharp-
ers is ruined.

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, Godfrey,
who had kept himfelf up all day for that purpofe, went
in boots to the billiard-table ; and, two gentlemen being
at play, began to bet with fo little appearance of judg-

2
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ment, that one of the adventurers then prefent was in-

flamed with the defire of profiting by his inexperience ;

and, when the table was vacant, invited him to take a

game for amufement. The foldier, aiTuming the air of a

felf-conceited dupe, anfwered, that he did not choofe to

throw away his time for nothing, but, if he pleafed,
would piddle for a crown a game. This declaration was

very agreeable to the other, who wanted to be further

confirmed in the opinion he had conceived of the Gran-

ger, before he would play for any thing of confequence.
The party being accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and,

beginning with feeming eagernefs, won the firlt game,
becaufe his antagonist kept up his play with a view of

encouraging him to wager a greater fum. The foldier

purpofely bit at the hook, the ltakes were doubled, and
he was again victorious, by the permiflion of his compe-
titor. He now began to yawn ; and obferving, that it

was not worth his while to proceed in fuch a childifh

manner ; the other fwore, in an affected paffion, th.it he
would play with him for twenty guineas. The propofal

being embraced (through the connivance of Godfrey) the

money was won by the (harper, who exerted his dextrrity
to the uttenroft, fearing that otherwife his adverfary
would decline continuing the game.

Godfrey thus conquered, pretended to lofe his temper,
eurfed his own ill luck, fwore that the table had a call,

and that the balls did not run true, changed his maft,

and, with great warmth, challenged his enemy to double

the fum. The gamefter, who feigned reluctance, com-

plied with his delire , and, having got the two firlt ha-

zards, offered to lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the

game. The odds were taken ; and Godfrey having al-

lowed himfelf to be overcome, began to rage with great

violence, broke the maft to pieces, threw the baiis out at

the window, and, in the fury of his indignation, defied

his antagonift to meet him to-morrow, when he fhould

be refrelhcd from the fatigue of travelling. This was a

very welcome invitation to the gamefter, who, imagining
that the foldier would turn out a moft beneficial prize,
affured him, that he would not fail to be there next fore-

noon, in order to give him his reve:;ge.
Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully certified f

Bb
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his own fuperiority ; and took his meafures with Pere-

grine, touching the profecution of their fcheme ; while his

opponent made a report of his fuccefs to the brethren of

the gang, who refolved to be prefent at the decifion of

the match, with a view of taking advantage of the ftran-

ger's paflionate difpofition.

Affairs being thus concerted on both fides, the players

met, according to appointment, and the room was imme-

diately filled with fpectators, who either came thither by
accident, curiofity, or defign. The match was fixed for

one hundred pounds a game, the principals chofe their

inftruments, and laid afide their coats, and one of the

knights of the order proffered to lay another hundred on
the head of his affociate. Godfrey took him upon the

inflant. A fecond worthy of the fame clafs, feeing him
fo eager, challenged him to treble the fum ; and his pro-

pofal met with the fame reception, to the aftonifhment of

the company, whofe expectation was raifed to a very in-

teresting pitch. The game was begun, and the foldier

having loft the firft hazard, the odds were offered by the

confederacy with great vociferation ; but nobody would
run fuch a riik in favour of a perfon who was utterly un-

known. The {harper having gained the fecond alfo, the

noife increafed to a furprifing clamour, not only of the

gang, but likewife of almoft all the fpectators, who defir-

ed to lay two to one againft the brother of Emilia.

Peregrine, who was prefent, perceiving the cupidity of

the afibciation fufficiently inflamed, all of a fudden open-
ed his mouth, and anfwered their bets, to the amount of

twelve hundred pounds ; which were immediately depo-
fited, on both fides, in money and notes ; fo that this was,

perhaps, the moft important game that ever was played at

billiards. Gauntlet feeing the agreement fettled, ftruck

his antagonist's ball into the pocket in a twinkling, though
it was in one of thofe Situations which are fuppofed to be

againft the ftriker. The betters were a little difcompofed
at this event, for which, however, they confoled them-

felves, by imputing the fuccefs to accident ; but when, at

the very next ftroke, he fprung it over the table, their

countenances underwent an inftantaneous diftraHon of

feature, and they waited, in the moft dreadful fufpenfe,
for the next hazard, which being likewife taken with in-
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finite eafe by the foldier, the blood forfook their cheeks,

and the interjection Zounds ! pronounced with a look of

condensation, and in a tone of defpair, proceeded from

every mouth at the fame inftant of time. They were
overwhelmed with horror and aftonifhment at feeing three

hazards taken in as many ftrokes, from a perfon of their

friend's dexterity ; and (hrewdly fufpeted, that the whole

was a fcheme preconcerted for their definition : On this

fuppofition, they changed the note, and attempted to

hedge for their own indemnification, by propofing to lay
the odds in favour of Gauntlet ; but fo much was the

opinion of the company altered by that young gentleman's

fuccefs, that no body would venture to efpoufe the caufe

of his competitor, who, chancing to improve his game by
the addition of another lucky hit, diminifhed the con-

cern, and revived the hopes of his adherents. But this

gleam of fortune did not long continue. Godfrey col-

lected his whole art and capacity, and augmenting his

fcore to number ten, indulged himfelf with a view of the

whole fraternity. The vifages of thefe profeflors had a-

dopted different (hades of complexion at every hazard he

had taken ; from their natural colour they had fhifted in-

to a fallow hue ; from thence into pale ; from pale into

yellow, which degenerated into a mahogany tint j and
now they faw feventeen hundred pounds of their ftock

depending upon a fingle ftroke, they flood like fo many
fwarthy Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation. The
fire which naturally glowed in the cheeks and nofe of the

player, feemed utterly extinct, and his carbuncles exhibit-

ed a livid appearance, as if a gangrene had already made
fome progrefs in his face ; his hand began to fhake, and
his whole frame was feized with fuch trepidation, that he

was fain to fwallow a bumper of brandy, in order to re-

eflablifh the tranquillity of his nerves. This expedient,

however, did not produce the defired effect ; for he aim-

ed the ball at the lead with fuch difcompofure, that it

(truck on the wrong fide, and came off* at an angle which
directed it' full in the middle hole. This fatal accident

was attended with an univerfal groan, as if the whole
univerfe had gone to wreck ; and notwithstanding that

tranquillity for which adventurers are fo remarkable, this

lofs made fuch an impreflion upon them all, that each in

Bbiij
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particular mnnifefted his chagrin, by the mod violent

emotions. One turned up his eyes to heaven, and bit his

nether lip ; another gnawed bts fingers, while he (talked

acrofs the room ; a third blafphemed with horrid impre-
cations ; and he who played the party fneaked off, grind-

ing his teeth together, with a look that baffles all defcrip-

tion, and, as he crofied the threfhold, exclaiming,
" A

damn'd bite, by G d !"

The victors, after having infulted them, by afking, if

they were difpofed for another chance, carried of their

winning, with the appearance of great compof-.re, though
in their hearts they were tranfported with unfpeakable

joy ;
: ot fo much on account of the booty they had

gained, as in confederation of having fo effectually de-

stroyed fuch a nelt of permcious mifcreants.

Peregrine, believing that now he had found an oppor-

tunity of ferving his friend, without giving offence to the

delicacy of his honour, told him, upon their arrival at

their lodgings, that fortune had at length enabled him to

become in a manner independent, or at leaft make himfelf

eafy in his circumftances, by purchafing a company with

the money he had won. So faying, he put his (hare of

the fuccefs in Gauntlet's hand, as a fum that of right be-

longed to him, and promifed to write in his behalf to a

nobleman, who had intereft enough to promote fuch a

quick rife in the fervice.

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, but

abfolutely refufed, with great loftinefs of demeanour, to

appropriate to his own ufe any part of the money which
Pickle had gained, and feemed affronted at the other's

entertaining a fentiment fo unworthy of his character.

He would not even accept, in the way of loan, fuch an
addition to his own flock, as would amount to the price
of a company of foot ; but expreffed great confidence in

the future exertion of that talent which had been bleffed

with fuch a profperous beginning. Our hero finding him
thus obftinately deaf to the voice of his own intereft, re-

folved to govern himfelf, in his next endeavours of friend-

fhip, by his experience of this ticklifh puntilio ; and, in

the mean time, gave a handfome benefation to the hof-

pital, out of thefe firft-fruits of the fuccefs in play, and
referved two hundred pounds for a fet of diamond ear*
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rings and folitalre, which he intended for a prefent to Mifs

Emily.

CHAPTER LXX.

The two friends eclipfe all their csmpetitors in gallantry, and practife a

pleafant project of revenge upon the phyficians of the place.

1 HE fame of their exploit againft the (harpers was im-

mediately diffufed through all the companies at Bath ; fo

that, when our adventurers appeared in public, they were

pointed out by an hundred extended fingers, and confi-

dered as confummate artifts in all the different fpecies of

finefle, which they would not fail to praclife with the firft

opportunity. Nor was this opinion of their characters any
obftacle to their reception into the fafhionable parties in

the place ; but, on the contrary, fuch a recommendation,
which (as I have already hinted) never fails to operate for

the advantage of the pofleflbr.

This firft adventure, therefore, ferved them as an in-

troduHon to the company at Bath, who were not a little

furprifed to find their expectations baffled by the conduct
of the two companions ; becaufe, far from engaging deep-

ly at play, they rather fhunned all occafions of gaming,
and dire&ed their attention to gallantry, in which our

hero fhone unrivalled. His external qualifications, ex-

clufive of any other merit, were ftrong enough to capti-
vate the common run of the female fex ; and thefe, rein-

forced with a fprightlinefs of converfation, and a mod in-

finuating addrefs, became irrefiftible, even by thofe who
were fortified with pride, caution, or indifference. But,

among all the nymphs of this gay place, he did not meet
with one object that difputed the empire of his heart with

Emilia, and therefore he divided his attachment according
to the fuggeftions of vanity and whim ; fo that, before he
had refided a fortnight at Bath, he had fet all the ladies

by the ears, and furnifhed all the hundred tongues of fcan-

dal wirh full employment. The fplendour of his appear-
ance excited the inquiries of envy, which, inftead of dis-

covering any circumftance to his prejudice, was curfed

B b
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with the information of his being a young gentleman of

a good family, and heir to an immenfe fortune.

The countenance of fome of his quality friends, who
arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of intelligence : Up-
on which his acquaintance was courted and cultivated

with great affiduity j and he met with fuch advances from

fome of the fair fex, as rendered him extremely fortunate

in his amours. Nor was his friend Godfrey a ftranger
to favours of the fame kind ; his accomplifhments were

exactly calculated for the meridian of female tafte j and,
with certain individuals of that fex, his mufcular frame,

and the robuft connection of his limbs, were more at-

tractive than the delicate proportions of his companion.
He accordingly reigned paramount among thofe inamo-

ratas who were turned of thirty, without being under the

neceflity of proceeding by tedious addrefTes, and was

thought to have co-operated with the waters in removing
the Iterility of certain ladies, who had long undergone the

reproach and difguft of their hufbands ,
while Peregrine

fet up his throne among thofe who laboured under the

difeafe of celibacy, from the pert mifs of fifteen, who,
with a fluttering heart, tofles her head, bridles up, and

giggles involuntarily at fight of an handfome young man,
to the ftaid maid of twenty-eight, who, with a demure af-

pet, moralizes on the vanity of beauty, the folly of youth,
and fimplicity of woman, and expatiates on friendfhip,

benevolence, and good fenfe, in the ftyle of a Platonic

philofopher.
In fuch a diverfity of difpofitions, his conquefls were

attended with all the heart-burnings, animofities, and tur-

moils of jealoufy and fpite. The younger clafs took all

opportunities of mortifying their feniors in public, by
treating them with that indignity which (contrary to the

general privilege of age) is, by the confent and connivance

of mankind, levelled againft thofe who have the misfor-

tune to come under the denomination of old maids ; and
thefe laft retorted their hoftilities in the private machina-
tions of flander, fupported by experience and fubtilty of

invention. Not one day pafied in which fome new fiory
did not circulate, to the prejudice of one or other of thofe

rivals.

If our hero, in the long-room, chanced to quit one of

4
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the moralifts, with whom he had been engaged in con-

versation, he was immediately accofted by a number of

the oppofite faction, who, with ironical fmiles, upbraided
him with cruelty to the poor lady he had left, exhorted

him to have compamon on her fufferings ; and, turning
their eyes towards the object of their interceflion, broke

forth into an univerfal peal of laughter. On the other

hand, when Peregrine, in confequence of having danced

with one of the minors overnight, vifited her in the morn-

ing, the Platonifts immediately laid hold on the occafion,

talked their imaginations, aflbciated ideas, and, with fage

inlinuations, retailed a thoufand circumftances of the in-

terview, which never had any foundation in truth. They
obferved, that, if girls are determined to behave with fuch

indifcretion, they mult lay their accounts with incurring
the cenfure of the world ; that (he in queftion was old

enough to at more circumfpeMy ; and wondered that

her mother would permit any young fellow to approach
the chamber while her daughter was naked in bed. As
for the fervants peeping through the key-hole, to be fure

it was an unlucky accident , but people ought to be upon
their guard againft fuch curiofity, and give their domef-

tics no caufe to employ their penetration. Thefe and

other fuch reflections were occasionally whifpered as fe-

crets among thofe who were known to be communica-
tive ; fo that, in a few hours, it became the general topic
of difcourfe ; and, as it had been divulged under injunc-
tions of fecrecy, it was almoft impoflible to trace the fcan-

dal to its origin ; becaufe every perfon concerned muft
have promulgated her own breach of truft, in difcovering
her author of the report.

Peregrine, inftead of allaying, rather exafperated this

contention, by an artful diftribution of his attention among
the competitors , well knowing, that, mould his regard
be converged into one point, he would foon forfeit the

pleafure he enjoyed in feeing them at variance ; for both

parties would join againft the common enemy, and his

favourite would be perfecuted by the whole coalition,

He perceived, that, among the fecret agents of fcandal,
none were fo bufy as the phyficians, a clafs of animals

who live in this place, like fo many ravens hovering about
a carcafs, and even ply-for employment, like fcullers at
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Hungerford flairs. The greateft part of them have cor-

refpondence in London, who make it their bufinefs to in-

quire into the hiitory, character, and diltemper of every
one that repairs to Bath, for the benefit of the waters ;

and if they cannot procure intereft to recommend their

medical friends to thefe patients before they fet out, they
at lead furniih them with a previous account of what

they could collect, that their correfpondents may ufe this

intelligence for their own advantage. By thefe means,
and the afliftance of flattery and aflurance, they often in-

finuate themfelves into the acquaintance of ftrangers, and,

by confulting their difpofitions, become necefiary and fub-

fervient to their prevailing paffions. By their connection

with apothecaries and nurfes, they are informed of all the

private occurrences in each family, and therefore enabled

to gratify the rancour of malice, amufe the fpleen of pee-
vifh indifpofition, and entertain the eagernefs of imperti-
nent curiofity.

In the courfe of thefe occupations, which frequently
affected the reputation of our two adventurers, this v/hole

body fell under the difpleafure of our hero, who, after di-

vers confultations with his friend, concerted a ftratagem,
which was practifed upon the faculty in this manner.

Among thofe who frequented the pump-room, was an
old officer, whofe temper, naturally impatient, was, by
repeated attacks of the gout, which had almoft deprived
him of the ufe of his limbs, fublimated into a remarkable

degree of virulence and perverfenefs : He imputed the

inveteracy of his diftemper to the mal-practice of a fur-

geon who had adminiftered to him, while he laboured

under the confequences of an unfortunate amour ; and
this fuppofition had infpired him with an unfurmountable

antipathy to all the profeflbrs of the medical art, which
was more and more confirmed by the information of a

friend at London, who had told him, that it was a com-
mon practice among the phyficians at Bath to difluade

their patients from drinking the water, that the cure, and
in confequence their attendance, might be longer pro-
traded.

Thus prepoflefied, he had come to Bath, and, conform-
able to a few general inftructions he had received, ufed

the waters without any farther direction, taking all occa-
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fions of manifefting his hatred and contempt of the fons

of JEfcuhpius, both by ipeech and gefticulations, and

even by purfuing a regimen quite contrary to that which
he knew they prefcribed to others who feemed to be ex-

actly in his condition. But he did not find his account

in this method, how fuccefsful foever it may have been

in other cafes. His complaints, inftead of vanishing, were

every day more and more enraged ; and at length he was
confined to his bed, where he lay blafpheming from morn
to night, and from night to morn, though ftill more de-

termined than ever to adhere to his former maxims.

In the midil of his torture, which was become the

common joke of the town, being circulated through the

induflry of the phyficians, who triumphed in his difafter,

Peregrine, by means of Mr. Pipes, employed a country
fellow, who had come to market, to run with great halte,

early one morning, to the lodgings of all the doctors in

town, and defire them to attend the colonel with all ima-

ginable defpatch. In confequence of this fummons, the

whole faculty put themfelves in motion
; and three of the

foremoft arriving at the fame inftant of time, far from

complimenting one another with the door, each feparate-

ly eflayed to enter, and the whole triumvirate (luck in the

paffage. While they remained thus wedged together,

they defcried two of their brethren polling towards the

fame goal, with all the fpeed that God had enabled them
to exert ; upon which they came to a parley, and agreed
to ftand by one another. This covenant being made, they

difentangled themfelves, and, inquiring about the patient,
were told by the iervant that he had juft fallen afleep.

Having received this intelligence, they took poffeffion
of his antichamber, and fhut the door, while the reft of

the tribe pofted themfelves on the outfide as they arrived ;

fo that the whole paffage was filled, from the top of the

flair-cafe co the ftreet-door
; and the people of the houfe,

together with the colonel's fervant, ftruck dumb with a-

flonifhment. The three leaders of this learned gang had
no fooner made their lodgment good, than they began to

confult about the patient's malady, which every one of

them pretended to have considered with great care and

affiduity. The firfl who gave his opinion, faid, the dis-

temper was an obftinate arthritis j the fecond affirmed,
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that it was no other than a confirmed pox ; and the third

fwore it was an inveterate fcurvy. This diverfity of opi-

nions was fupported by a variety of quotations from me-

dical authors, ancient as well as modern ; but thefe were

not of fufficient authority, or at lead not explicit enough
to decide the difpute ; for there are many fchifms in me-

dicine, as well as in religion, and each feci: can quote the

fathers in fupport of the tenets they profefs. In fhort,

the contention rofe to fuch a pitch of clamour, as not

only alarmed the brethren on the (lair, but alfo awaked

the patient from the firft nap he had enjoyed in the fpace
of ten whole days. Had it been fimply waking, he would

have been obliged to them for the noife that difturbed

him ; for, in that cafe, he would have been relieved from

the tortures of hell fire, to which, in his dream, he fan-

cied himfelf expofed : But this dreadful vifion had been

the refult of that impreflion which was made upon his

brain by the intolerable anguifh of his joints ; fo that,

when he waked, the pain, inflead of being allayed, was
rather aggravated by a great acutenefs of fenfation ; and

the confufed vociferation in the next room invading his

ears at the fame time, he began to think his dream was

realized, and, in the pangs of defpair, applied himfelf to

a bell that flood by his bedfide, which he rung with great
violence and perfeverance.

This alarm put an immediate flop to the difputation of

the three doctors, who, upon this notice of his being a-

wake, ruihed into his chamber without ceremony \ and

two of them feizing his arms, the third made the like

application to one of his temples. Before the patient
could recolledl himfelf from the amazement which had
laid hold on him at this unexpected irruption, the room
was filled by the reft of the faculty, who followed the

fervant that entered in obedience to his mailer's call ; and

the bed was in a moment furrounded by thefe gaunt mi-

niflers of death. The colonel feeing himfelf befet with

fuch an aflemblage of folemn vifages and figures, which
he had always confidered with the utmofl deteflation and

abhorrence, was incenfed to a moft inexpreffible degree of

indignation ; and fo infpirited by his rage, that, though
his tongue denied its office, his other limbs performed
their functions : He difengaged himfelf from the trium-
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virate, who had taken pofleffion of his body, fprung out of

bed with incredible agility, and, feizing one of his crutches,

applied it fo effectually to one of the three, jufl as he

ftooped to examine the patient's water, that his tie peri-

wig dropped into the pot, while he himfelf fell motionlefs

en the floor.

This lignificant explanation difconcerted the whole fra-

ternity ; every man turned his face, as if it were by in-

ftinft, towards the door ; and the retreat of the commu-

nity being obftru&ed by the efforts of individuals, con-

fufion and tumultuous uproar enfued : For the colonel,

far from limiting his prowefs to the firfl exploit, handled

his weapon with aftonifhing vigour and dexterity, without

refpett of perfons ; fo that few or none of them had

efcaped without marks of his difpleafure when his fpi-

rits failed, and he funk down again quite exhaufted on
his bed. Favoured by this refpite, the difcomfited facul-

ty collected their hats and wigs, which had fallen off in

the fray ;
and perceiving the affailant too much enfeebled

to renew the attack, fet up their throats together, and

loudly threatened to profecute him feverely for fuch an

outrageous affault.

By this time the landlord had interpofed ; and inquir-

ing into the caufe of the difturbance, was informed of

what had happened by the complainants, who, at the

fame time, giving him to underftand that they had been

feverally fummoned to attend the colonel that morning,
he allured them, that they had been impofed upon by
fome wag ; for his lodger had never dreamed of coniult-

ing any one of their profeflion.
Thunderftruck at this declaration, the general clamour

inftantaneoufly ceafed j and each, in particular, at once

comprehending the nature of the joke, they fneaked fi-

lently off with the lofs they had fuftained, in unutterable

fhame and mortification ; while Peregrine and his friend,
who took care to be palling that way by accident, made a

full ftop at light of fuch an extraordinary efflux, and en-

joyed the countenance and condition of every one as he

appeared ; nay, even made up to fome of thofe who
feemed moft affected with their fituation, and mifchiev-

oufly tormented them with quellions, touching this unu-
fual congregation ; then, in confequence of the infor-
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mation they received from the landlord and the colonel's

valet, fubje&ed the fufferers to the ridicule of all the

company in town. As it would have been impoilible
for the authors of this farce to keep tliemfelves con-

cealed from the indefatigat le inquiries of the phyficians,

they made no fecret of their having directed the whole ;

though they took care to own it in fuch an ambiguous
manner, as afforded no handle of piofecution.

CHAPTER LXXI.

Peregrine humbles a noted Hector, and meets with a ftrange character

at the houfe of a certain lady.

Among thofe who never failed to refide at Bath during
the feafon, was a certain ptrfon, who, from the mod ab-

ject mifery, had, by his induftry and art at
pl<*y, amafled

about fifteen thoufand pounds ; and though his character

was notorious, infinuated himfelf fo far into the fa-

vour of what is called the beft company, that very few

private parties of pleafure took place in which he was
not principally concerned. He was of a gigantic ftature,

a mod intrepid countenance ; and his difpofition, natu-

rally overbearing, had, in the courfe of his adventures

and fuccefs, acquired a moft intolerable degree of info-

lence and vanity. By the ferocity of his features, and

audacity of his behaviour, he had obtained a reputation
for the moft undaunted courage, which had been con-

firmed by divers adventures, in which he had humbled
the moft afTuming heroes of his own fraternity : So that

he now reigned chief Hetor of the place with unquef-
tioned authority.
With this (on of fortune was Peregrine one evening

engaged at play, and fo fuccefsful, that he could not help

informing his friend of his good luck. Godfrey hearing
the defcription of the lofer, immediately recognifed the

perfon, whom he had known at Tunbridge ; and alluring
Pickle that he was a fharper of the firii water, caution-

ed him againft any further connetticn with fuch a dange-
rous companion, who (he affirmed) had fuffercd him to win
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a fmall fum, that he might be encouraged to lofe a much

greater fum upon fome other occafion.

Our young gentleman treafured up this advice ; and

though he did not fcruple to give the gamefter an oppor-

tunity of retrieving his lofs, when he next day demanded
his revenge, he absolutely refufed to proceed, after he had
refunded his winning. The other, who confidered him
as a hot-headed unthinking youth, endeavoured to inflame

his pride to a continuance of the game, by treating his

flcill with fcorn and contempt ; and, among other far-

caftic expreffions, advifed him to go to fchool again, be-

fore he pretended to engage with mafters of the art.

Our hero, incenfed at his arrogance, replied with great

warmth, that he knew himfelf fufficiently qualified for

playing with men of honour, who deal upon the fquare,
and hoped he mould always deem it infamous either to

learn or pra&ife the tricks of a profeffed gamefter.
" Blood

and thunder ! meaning me, Sir ? (cried this artift, railing
his voice, and curling his vifage into a mod intimidating

frown). Zounds ! I'll cut the throat of any fcoundrel

who has the prefumption to fuppofe that I don't play as

honourably as e'er a nobleman in the kingdom : And I

infill upon an explanation from you, Sir ; or, by hell and
brimftone ! I fhall expect other fort of fatisfation." Pe-

regrine (whofe blood by this time boiled within him) an-

fwered without helitation,
" Far from thinking your de-

mand unreafonable, I will immediately explain myfelf
without referve, and tell you, that, upon unqueftionable

authority, I beiieve you to be an impudent rafcal and
common cheat."

The Heclor was fo amazed and confounded at the

freedom of this declaration, which he thought no man
on earth would venture to make in his prefence, that, for

fome minutes, he could not recollect himfelf; but at

length, whifpered a challenge in the ear of our hero,
which was accordingly accepted. When they arrived

next morning upon the field, the gamefter, arming his

countenance with all its terrors, advanced with a fword
of a monftrous length, and putting himfelf in a polture,
called aloud in a molt terrific voice,

"
Draw, damn ye,

draw ; I will this inftant fend you to your fathers." The
youth was not flow in complying with his defire ; his
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weapon was unfheathed in a moment, and he began the

attack with fuch unexpected fpirit and addrefs, that his

adverfary, having made fhift with great difficulty to par-

ry the firfl: pafs, retreated a few paces, and demanded a

parley, in which he endeavoured to perfuade the young
man, that to lay a man of his character under the ne-

ceffity of chaftifing his infolence, was the molt rafh and
inconfiderate ftep that he could poflibly have taken ; but

that he had compaflion upon his youth, and was willing
to fpare him if he would furrender his fword, and pro-
mife to a(k pardon in public for the offence he had given.
Pickle was fo much exafperated at this unparalleled ef-

frontery, that, without deigning to make the lead reply,
he flung his own hat in the propofer's face, and renewed
the charge with fuch undaunted agility, that the game-
fter, finding himfelf in manifeft hazard of his life, be-

took himfelf to his heels, and fled homewards with in-

credible fpeed, being clofely purfued by Peregrine, who,

having fheathed his fword, pelted him with ftones as he

ran, and compelled him to go, that fame day, into ba-

nifhment from Bath, where he had domineered fo long.

By this achievement, which was the fubjeft of afto-

nifhment to all the company, who had looked upon the

fugitive as a perfon of heroic courage, our adventurer's

reputation was rendered formidable in all its circumftan-

ces ; although he thereby difobliged a good many people
of fafhion, who had contracted an intimacy of friend fhip
with the exile, and who refented his difgrace, as if it

had been the misfortune of a worthy man. Thefe gene-
rous patrons, however, bore a very fmall proportion to thofe

who were pleafed with the event of the duel ; becaufe,
in the courfe of their refidence at Bath, they had either

been infulted or defrauded by the challenger. Nor was
this inflance of our hero's courage unacceptable to the

ladies, few of whom could now refift the united force of

fuch accomplifhments. Indeed, neither he nor his friend

Godfrey would have found much difficulty in picking up
an agreeable companion for life ; but Gauntlet's heart

was pre-engaged to Sophy j and Pickle, exclufive of his

attachment to Emily, which was ftronger than he himfelf

imagined, poffefled fuch a fhare of ambition as could not be

fatisfied with the conqueft of any female be beheld at Bathu
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His vifits were, therefore, promifcuous, without any-

other view than that of amufement ;
and though his pride

was flattered by the advances of the fair, whom he had

captivated, he never harboured one thought of proceeding

beyond the limits of common gallantry, and carefully
avoided all particular explanations. But, what above all

other enjoyments yielded him the mod agreeable enter-

tainmentj was the fecret hiltory of characters, which he
learned from a very extraordinary perfon, with whom he
became acquainted in this manner.

Being at the houfe of a certain lady on a vifiting day,
he was ftruck with the appearance of an old man, who
no fooner entered the room than the miltrefs of the houfe

very kindly defired one of the wits prefent to road the

old put. This petit-maitre, proud of the employment,
went up to the fenior, who had fomething extremely pe-
culiar and figniflcant in his countenance, and faluting him
with divers falhionable conges, accofted him in thefe

words :
" Your fervant, you old rafcal. I hope to have

the honour of feeing you hang'd. I vow to Gad ! you
look extremely (hocking, with thefe gummy eyes, lan-

thorn jaws, and toothlefs chaps. What ! you fquint at

the ladies, you eld rotten medlar ? Yes, yes, we under-

ftand your ogling j but you muft content yourfelf with a

cookmaid, fink me ! I fee you want to fit. Thefe wi-

ther'd {hanks of yours tremble under their burden ; but

you muft have a little patience, old Hirco ; indeed you
muft. I intend to mortify you a little longer, curfe me !"

The company was fo tickled with this addrefs, which,

was delivered with much grimace and gefticulation, that

they burft out into a loud fit of laughter, which they fa-

thered upon a monkey that was chained in the room ;

and, when the peal was over, the wit renewed his attack

in thefe words : "I fuppofe you are fool enough to

think this mirth was occafioned by Pug : Ay, there he is ;

you had bed furvey him ; he is of your own family,
fwitch me : Bat the laugh was at your expence ; and you
ought to thank Heaven for making you fo ridiculous."

While he uttered thefe ingenious ejaculations, the Old gen-
tleman bowed alternately to him and the monkey, that

feemed to grin and chatter in imitation of the beau, and,
with an arch folemnitv of vifage, pronounced,

u Geri-
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tlemen, as I have not the honour to underftand your com-

pliments, they will be much better bellowed on each

other." So faying, he feated himfelf, and had the fatis-

faclion to fee the laugh returned upon the aggrefTor, who
remained confounded and abafhed, and in a few minutes

left the room, muttering, as he retired,
" the old fellow

grows fcurrilous, flap my breath."

While Peregrine wondered in filence at this extraor-

dinary fcene, the ladv of the houfe perceiving his furprife,

gave him to underftand, that the ancient vifitant was ut-

terly bereft of the fenfe of hearing ; that his name was
Cadwallader Crabtree , his difpofition altogether mifan-

thropical j and that he was admitted into company on ac-

count of entertainment he afforded by his farcaftic obfer-

vations, and the pleafant miftakes to which he was fub-

jetl from his infirmity. Nor did our hero wait a long
time for an illuftration of this odd character. Every fen-

tence he fpoke was replete with gall ; nor did his fatire

confift in general reflections, but in a feries of remarks,
which had been made through the medium of a mod
whimfical peculiarity of opinion.

Among thofe who were prefent at this affembly was
a young officer, who having, by dint of intereft, obtained

a feat in the lower houfe, thought it incumbent upon
him to talk of affairs of ftate j and accordingly regaled
the company with an account of a fecret expedition which
the French were bufied in preparing ; affuring them, that

he had it from the mouth of the miniiter, to whom it

had been tranfmitted by one of his agents abroad. In def-

canting upon the particulars of the armament, he obferv-

ed, that they had twenty fhips of the line ready manned
and victualled at Breft, which were deftined for Toulon,
where they would be joined by as many more ^ and from
thence proceed to the execution of their fcheme, which
he imparted as a fecret not fit to be divulged.

This piece of intelligence being communicated to all

the company except Mr. Crabtree, who fufFered by his

lofs of hearing, that cynic was foon after accofted by a

lady, who, by means of an artificial alphabet, formed by
a certain conjunction and difpofition of the fingers, afked

if he had heard any extraordinary news of late ? Cad-

wallader, with his ufual complaifance, replied, that he
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fuppofed fhe took him for a courier or fpy, by teafing
him eternally with that queftion. He then expatiated

upon the foolifh curiofity of mankind, which, he faid,

muft either proceed from idlenefs or want of ideas ; and

repeated almoft verbatim the officer's information, a vague
ridiculous report invented by fome ignorant coxcomb,
who wanted to give himfelf airs of importance, and be-

lieved only by thofe who were utterly unacquainted with

the politics and ftrength of the French nation.

In confirmation of what he had advanced, he endea-

voured to demonftrate how impoffible it muft be for that

people to. fit out even the third part of fuch a navy, fo

foon after the lofles they had fuftained during the war ;

and confirmed his f>roof by aflerting, that to his certain

knowledge, the harbours of Brefl and Toulon could not

at that time produce a fquadron of eight fhips of the

line.

The member, who was an utter ftranger to this mi-

fanthrope, hearing his own affeverations treated with fuch

contempt, glowed with confufion and refentment, and

raifing his voice, began to defend his own veracity, with

great eagernefs and trepidation, mingling with his argu-
ments many bluftering invectives againft the infolence

and ill-manners of his fuppofed contradictor, who fat

with the molt mortifying compofure of countenance, till

the officer's patience was quite exhaufted ; and then, to

the manifeft increafe of his vexation, he was informed,
that his antagonift was fo deaf, that in all probability, the

laft trumpet would make no impreffion upon him, with-

out a previous renovation of his organs.

CHAPTER LXXII.

He cultivates an acquaintance with the mifanthrope, who favours him with
a fhort flcetch of his own hiftory.

xeregrine was extremely well pleafed with this occa-

fional rebuke, which occurred lb feafonably, th?t he could

fcarce believe it accidental. He looked upon C.dwaiia-

der as the greateft curiofity he had ever known, and cul*

Ccij
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tivated the old man's acquaintance with fuch infinuating

addrefs, that in lefs than a fortnight he obtained his con-

fidence. As they one day walked into the fields together,
the manhater difclofed himfelf in thefe words :

"
Though

the term of our communication has been but fhort, you
mult have perceived, that I treat you with uncommon marks

of regard ; which, I allure you, is not owing to your per-
fonal accompliihments, nor the pains you take to oblige
me ;

for the firit I overlook, and the lalt I fee through :

But there is fomething in your difpofition which indicates

a rooted contempt for the world, and I understand you
have made fome fuccefsful efForts in expofing one part of

it to the ridicule of the other. It is upon this alTurance

that I offer you my advice and affiftance, in profecuting
other fchemes of the fame nature ; and to convince you
that fuch an alliance is not to be rejected, I will now give

you a fhort (ketch of my hiftory, which will be publish-
ed after my death, in forty-feven volumes of my own

compiling.
I was born about forty miles from this place, of pa-

rents, who, having a very old family name to fupport,
bellowed their whole fortune on my elder brother

; fo

that I inherited of my father little elfe than a large fhare

of choler, to which I am indebted for a great many ad-

ventures that did not always end to my fatisfuttion. At the

age of eighteen I was fent up to town, with a recommen-
dation to a certain peer, who found means to amufe me
with the promife of a eommtflion for feven whole years ;

and 'tis odds but I mould have made my fortune by my
perfeverance, had not I been arretted, and thrown into

the Marfhalfea by my landlord, on whofe credit I had
fubfifted three years, after my father had renounced me
as an idle vagabond : There I remained fix months, among
thofe prifoners who have no other fupport than chance

charity ; and contracted a very valuable acquaintance,
which was of great fervice to me in the future emergen-
cies of my life.

I was no fooner discharged, in confequence of an act

of parliament for the relief of infolvent debtors, than I

went to the houfe of my creditor, whom I cudgelled with-

out m^rcy ; and, that I might leave nothing undone of

thofe things which I ought to have done, my next ftage

4
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was to Weftminfter-hall, where I waited until my patron
came forth from the houfe, and faluted him with a blow
that laid him fenfelefs on the pavement : Bat my retreat

was not fo fortunate as I could have wifhed : The chair-

men and lacqueys in waiting having furrounded and dif-

armed me in a trice, I was committed to Newgate, and
loaded with chains ; and, a very fagacious gentleman, who
was afterwards hanged, having fat in judgment upon my
cafe, pronounced me guilty of a capital crime, and fore-

told my condemnation at the Old Bailey. His prognos-
tic, however, was difappointed ; for nobody appearing to

profecute me at the next feffions, I was discharged by
order of the court. It would be impoffible for me to re-

count, in the compafs of one day's converfation, all the par-
ticular exploits of which I bore confiderable fhare : SulHce

it to fay, I have been, at different times, prifoner in all

the jails within the bills o mortality. I have broke from

every round-houfe on this fide Temple-Bar. No bailiff,

in the days of my youth and defperation, durft execute

a writ upon me without a dozen of followers ; and the

juftices themfelves trembled when I was brought before

them.

I was, once maimed by a carman, with whom I quar-
relled, becaufe he ridiculed my leek on St. David's day ;

my fkull was fractured by a butcher's cleaver on the like

occafion. I have been run through the body five times,
and loft the tip of my left ear by a piftol bullet. In a

rencounter of this kind, having left my antagonift for

dead, I was wife enough to make my retreat into France j

and a few days after my arrival at Paris, entering into

converfation with fome officers on the fubjedr. of politics,
a difpute arofe, in which I loft my temper, and fpoke fo

irreverently of the Grand Monarque, that next morning I

was fent to the Baftile, by virtue of a kttre de cachet.

There I remained for fome months, deprived of all iuterr
courfe with rational creatures ; a circumftance for which
I was not forry, as I had the more time to project fchemes
of revenge againft the tyrant who confined me, and the

wretch who had betrayed my private converfation : But

tired, at length, with thefe fruitlefs fuggeftions, I was fain

to unbend the feverity of my thoughts by a correfpondencs
C c
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with fome induflrious fpiciers, who had hung my dun-

geon with their ingenious labours.

I confidered their work with fuch attention, that I foon

became an adept in the myftery of weaving, and furnifh-

ed myfelf with as many ufeful obfervations and reflections

on that art, as will compofe a very curious treatife, which
I intend to bequeath to the Royal Society, for the bene-

fit of our woollen manufacture ; and this with a view
to perpetuate my own name, rather than befriend my
country : For, thank Heaven ! I am weaned from all at-

tachments of that kind, and look upon myfelf as one ve-

ry little obliged to any fociety whatfoever. Although I

prefided with abfolute power over this long-legged com-

munity, and diftributed rewards and punifhments to each,

according to his deferts, I grew impatient of my fitua-

tion ; and my natural difpofition, one day, prevailing,
like a fire which had long beenfmothered, I wreaked the

fury of my indignation upon my innocent fubjets, and

in a twinkling deftroyed the whole race. While I w*as

employed in this general maflacre, the turnkey, who

brought me food, opened the door, and perceiving my
tranfport, fhrugged up his flioulders, and leaving my al-

lowance, went out, pronouncing Le pauvre diable ! la tete

lui tonrne. My paffion no fooner fubfided than I refolv-

ed to profit by this opinion of the jailor, and from that

day counterfeited lunacy with fuch fuccefs, that in lefs than

three months I was delivered from the Baftile, and fent

to the galleys, in which they thought my bodily vigour

might be of fervice, although the faculties of my mind
were decayed. Before I was chained to the oar, I re-

ceived three hundred ftripes by way of welcome, that I

might thereby be rendered more traceable, notwithftand-

ing 1 ufed all the arguments in my power to perfuade
them I was only mad north north-weft, and, when the wind
wasJbuther/y t knew a hawkfrom an hand-faw.

In our fecond cruife we had the good fortune to be

overtaken by a temped, during which the flaves were

unbound, that they might contribute the more ta the pre-
fervation of the galley, and have a chance for their lives,

in cafe of fhipwreck. We were no fooner at liberty,

than, making ourfelves mafters of the veffel, we robbed

the officers, and ran her on fhore among rocks on
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the coaft of Portugal ; from whence I haftened to Lif-

bon, with a view of obtaining my paflage in fome fhip

bound for England, where, by this time, I hoped my af-

fair was forgotten.

But, before this fcheme could be accomplished, my evil

genius led me into company , and being intoxicated, I

began to broach doctrines on the fubjecl:
of religion, at

which fome of the party were fcandalized and incenfed ;

and I was next day dragged out of bed by the officers of

the inquifition, and conveyed to a cell in the prifon be-

longing to that tribunal.

At my firfl examination, my refentment was ftrong

enough to fupport me under the torture, which I endured

without flinching ; but my refolution abated, and my
zeal immediately cooled, when I underftood from a fel-

low-prifoner, who groaned on the other fide of the par-

tition, that in a fhort time there would be an auto dafe ;

in confequence of which I fhould, in all probability, be

doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my he-

retical errors, and fubmit to fuch penance as the church

fhould think fit to prefcribe. This miferable wretch was
convicted of Judaifm, which he had, privately pratifed by
connivance for many years, until he had amafled a for-

tune fufhcient to attract the regard of the church. To
this he fell a facrifice, and accordingly prepared himfelf

for the flake ; while I, not at all ambitious of the crown
of martyrdom, refolved to temporize : So that, when I

was brought to the queftion the fecond time, I made a

folemn recantation. As I had no worldly fortune to ob-

ftrucl: my falvation, I was received into the bofom of the

church, and, by way of penance, enjoined to walk bare-

foot to Rome in the habit of a pilgrim.

During my peregrination through Spain, I was detain-

ed as a fpy, until I could procure credentials from the in-

quifition at Lifbon j and behaved with fuch refolution and

referve, that, after being relealed, I was deemed a pro-

per perfon to be . employed in quality of a fecret intelli-

gencer at a certain court. This office I undertook with-

out hefitation ; and being furnifhed with money and bills

of credit, crofied the Pyrenees, with intention to revenge

myfelf upon the Spaniards for the feverities I had under-

gone during my captivity:
C c
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Having therefore effectually difguifed my felt by a change
of drefs, and a large patch on one eye, I hired an equipage,
and appeared at Bologna in quality of an itinerant phy-
fician , in which capacity I fucceeded tolerably well, till

my fervants decamped in the night with my baggage,
and left me in the condition of Adam. In ihort, I have

travelled over the greateft part of Europe, as a beggar,

pilgrim, prieft, foldier, gamefter, and quack ; and felt the

extremes of indigence and opulence, with the inclemency
of weather, in all its viciflitudes. I have learned that the

characters of mankind are every where the fame ; that

common fenfe and honefty bear an infinitely fmall propor-
tion to folly and vice ; and that life is at beft a paltry

province.
After having fuffered innumerable hardfhips, dangers,

and difgraces, I returned to London, where I lived fome

years in a garret, and picked up a fubfiftence, fuch as it

was, by vending purges in the ftreets, from the back of a

pied horfe ; in which fituation I uied to harangue the mob
in broken Englifh, under pretence of being an High Ger-
man dottor.

At laft an uncle died, by whom I inherit an eftate of

three hundred pounds per annum, though, in his life-

time, he would not have parted with a fixpence to fave

my foul and body from perdition.
I now appear in the world, not as a member of any

community, or what is called a focial creature, but mere-

ly as a fpectator, who entertains himfelf with the grimaces
of a Jack-pudding, and banquets his fpleen in beholding
his enemies at loggerheads. That I may enjoy this difpo-

fition, abftrated from all interruption, danger, and parti-

cipation, I feign myfelf deaf ; an expedient by which I

not only avoid all difputes and their confequences, but alfo

become mafter of a thoufand little fecrets, which are every

day whifpered in my prefence, without any fufpicion of

their being overheard. You faw how I handled that fhal-

low politician at my Lady Plaufible's the other day. The
fame method I pradtife upon the crazed tory, the bigot

whig, the four fupercilious pedant, the petulant critic, the

bluftering coward, the fawning tool, the pert pimp, fly

(harper, and every other fpecies of knaves and fools, with
which this kingdom abounds.
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In confequence of my rank and chara&er, I obtain free

admiflion to the ladies, among whom I have acquired the

appellation of the Scandalous Chronicle. As I am con-

fidered (while Client) in no other light than that of a foot-

ftool or elbow chair, they diveft their converfation of all

reftraint before me, and gratify my fenfe of hearing with,

ftrange things, which (if I could prevail upon myieif to

give the world that fatisfaction) would compofe a curious

piece of fecret hiftory, and exhibit a quite different idea

of characters from what is commonly entertained.

By this time, young gentleman, you may perceive, that

I have it in my power to be a valuable correfpondent, and
that it will be your intereft to deferve my confidence."

Here the mitanthrope left off fpeaking, defirous to know
the fentiments of our hero, who embraced the proferred
alliance in a tranfport of joy and furprife ; and the treaty
was no fooner concluded, than Mr. Crabtree began to per-
form articles, by imparting to him a thoufand delicious

fecrets, from the peffefuon of which he promifed himfelf

innumerable fcenes of mirth and enjoyment. By means
qf this affbciate, whom he confidered as the ring of Gyges,
he forefaw, that he fhould be enabled to penetrate, not

nly into the chambers, but even to the inmolt thoughts
of the female fex. In order to ward off fufpicion, they

agreed to revile each other in public, and meet at a cer-

tain private rendezvous, to communicate their mutual dis-

coveries, and concert their future operations.
In confequence of- a letter from Lieutenant Hatchway,

yeprefenting the dangerous fituation of the commodore,

Peregrine took a hafty leave of his friends, and departed

immediately for the garrifon.

CHAPTER LXXIII.

Peregrine arrives at the garrifon, where he receives the laft admonition*
of Commodore Trunnion, who next day refigns his breath, and is bu-

ried according to his own directions. Some gentlemen in the country
make a fruitlcfs attempt to accommodate matters betwixt Mr. Gama-
liel Pickle and his eldeft fon.

jf\.B0UT four o'clock in the morning our hero arrived at

the garrifon, where he found his generous uncle in ex-
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tremity, fupported in bed by Julia on one fide, and Lieu-

tenant Hatchway on the other, while Mr. Joker admi-

niftered fpiritual confolation to his ibul ; and between
whiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who, with her maid,
fat by the fire, weeping with great decorum ; the phyfi-
cian having juit taken his laft fee, and retired, after pro-

nouncing the fatal prognoftic, in which he anxioully
wifhed he might be miftaken.

Though the commodore's fpeech was interrupted by a

violent hick up, he ftill retained the ufe of his fenfes ;

and, when Peregrine approached, flretched out his hand
with manifeft figns of fatisfac~lion. The young gentle-

man, whofe heart overflowed with gratitude and affection,

could not behold fuch a fpectaclc unmoved. He endea-

voured to conceal his tendernefs, which, in the wildnefs

of his youth, and the pride of his difpofition, he confi-

dered as a derogation from his manhood j but, in fpite of

all his endeavours, the tears gufhed from his eyes, while

he kiffed the old man's hand ; and he was fo utterly dis-

concerted by his grief, that, when he attempted to fpeak,
his tongue denied its office ; fo that the commodore,

perceiving his diforder, made a laft effort of ftrength,
and confoled him in thefe words :

" Swab the fpray
from your bowfprit, my good lad, and coil up your fpi-

rits. You mil ft not let the toplifts of your heart give

way, becaufe you fee me ready to go down at;
thefe years :

Many a better man has foundered before he has made
half my way ; thof I truft, by the mercy of God, I fhall

be fure in port in a very few glafles, and fail moored in

a moft bleffed riding ; for my good friend Jolter hath

overhauled the journal of my fins, and, by the obferva-

tion he hath taken of the ftate of my foul, I hope I fhall

happily conclude my voyage, and be brought up in the

latitude of heaven. Here has been a doctor that wanted
to flow me chockfull of phyfic ; but, when a man's hour
is come, what fignifses his taking his departure with a

'pothecary's fhop in his hold. Thofe fellows come along-
fide of dying men, like the meflengers of the admiralty
with failing orders ; but I told him as how I could flip

my cable without his direction or affiftance, and fo he
hawled off in dudgeon. This curfed hickup makes fuch

a rippling in the current of my fpeech, that mayhap you
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don't underftand what I fay. Now, while the fucker of

my wind-pump will go, I would willingly mention a few

things, which I hope you will fet down in the log-book
of your remembrance, when I am ftifF, d'ye fee. There's

your aunt fitting whimpering by the fire, I defire you will

keep her tight, warm, and eafy in her old age ; (he's an

honed heart in her own way, and, thof fhe goes a little

crank and humourfome, by being often overflowed with

Nantz and religion, Ihe has been a faithful fhipmate to

me, and I dare fay never turned in with another man
fince we firft embarked in the fame bottom. Jack Hatch-

way, you know the trim of her as well as e'er a man in

England, and I believe fhe has a kindnefs for you ; where-

by, if you two wilfr grapple in the way of matrimony,
when I am gone, I do fuppofe that my godfon, for love

of me, will allow you to live in the garrifon all the days
of your life."

Peregrine afTured him, he would with pleafure comply
with any requeft he fhould make in behalf of two perfons
whom he efteemed fo much. The lieutenant, with a

waggifh fneer, which even the gravity of the fituation

could not prevent, thanked them both for their good-will,

telling the commodore, he was obliged to him for his

friendfhip, in feeking to promote him to the command of

a veflel which he himfelf had wore out in the fervice ;

but that, notwithftanding, he fhould be content to take

charge of her, though he could not help being fhy of

coming after fuch an able navigator.

Trunnion, exhaufted as he was, fmiled at this
fally,

and, after fome paufe, refumed his admonitions in this

manner: " I need not talk of Pipes, becaufe I know

you'll do for him without any recommendation j the fel-

low has failed with me in many a hard gale, and I'll war-

rant him as flout a feaman as ever fet face to the weather:

But I hope you'll take care of the reft of my crew, and
not difrate them after I am dead, in favour of new fol-

lowers. As for that young woman, Ned Gauntlet's daugh-
ter, I'm informed as how fhe's an excellent wench, and

has a refpecl: for you ; whereby, if you run her on board

in an unlawful way, I leave my curfe upon you, and truft

you will never profper in the voyage of life : But I be-

lieve you are more of an honeft man, than to behave fo

2



412 THE ADVENTURES OF

much like a pirate. I beg of all love you wool take care

of your constitution, and beware of running foul of har-

lots, who are no better than fo many mermaids, that fit

upon rocks in the fea, and hang out a fair face for the

deflruttion of paflengers \ thof I mult fay, for my own

part, I never met with any of thofe fweet fingers, and

yet I have gone to fea for the fpace of thirty years. But

howfomever, fleer your courfe clear of all fuch brimftone

bitches. Shun going to law, as you would fhun the de-

vil ; and look upon all attorneys as devouring (harks, or

ravenous fifh of prey. As foon as the breath is out of

my body, let minute guns be fired, till I am fafe under

ground. I would alfo be buried in the red jacket I had
on when I boarded and took the Renummy. Let my
piftols, cutlafs, and pocket compafs be laid in the coffin

along with me. Let me be carried to the grave by my
own men, rigged in the black caps and white fhirts which

my barge's crew were wont to wear ; and they muft keep
a good look-out, that none of your pilfering rafca!lions

may come and heave me up again, for the lucre of what

they can get, until the carcafs is belayed by a tomb-
ftone. As for the motto, or what you call it, I leave

that to you and Mr. Jolter, who are fcholars ; but I do

defire, that it may not be engraved in the Greek or Latin

lingos, and much lefs in the French, which I abominate,
but in plain Englifh, that, when the angel comes to pipe
all hands, at the great day, he may know that I am a

Britifh man, and fpeak to me in my mother tongue. And
now I have no more to fay, but God in heaven have

mercy upon my foul, and fend you all fair weather,
wherefoever you are bound." So faying, he regarded

every individual around him with a look of complacency,
and, clofing his eye, compofed himfelf to reft, while the

whole audience, Pipes himfelf not excepted, were melted

with forrow ; and Mrs. Trunnion confented to quit the

room, that (he might not be expofed to the unfpeakable

anguifh of feeing him expire.
His laft moments, however, were not fo near as they

imagined. He began to dole, and enjoyed fmall inter-

vals of eafe, till next day in the afternoon i during which

remiffions, he was heard to pour forth many pious ejacu-

lations, exprefling his hope, that, for all the heavy cargo
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of his fins, he fhould be able to furmount the puttock-
fhrouds of defpair, and get aloft to the crofs-trees of God's

good favour. At lad his voice funk fo low as not to be

diftinguifhed ; and, having lain about an hour, almoft

without any perceptible figns of life, he gave up the ghoft
with a groan, which announced his deceafe.

Julia was no fooner certified of this melancholy event,

than fhe ran to her aunt's chamber, weeping aloud ; and

immediately a very decent concert was performed by the

good widow and her attendants. Peregrine and Hatch-

way retired till the corps mould, be laid out ; and Pipes

having furveyed the body, with a face of rueful attention,
" Well fare thy foul ! old Hawfer Trunnion (faid he) :

Man and boy I have known thee thefe five and thirty

years, and fure a truer heart never broke bifcuit. Many
a hard gale haft thou weathered ; but now thy fpells are

all over, and thy hull fairly laid up. A better command-
er I'd never defire to ferve ; and who knows but I may
help to fet up thy Handing rigging in another world ?"

All the fervants of the houfe were affected with the

lofs of their old mafter ; and the poor people in the neigh-
bourhood afTembled at the gate, and, by repeated howl-

ings, expreffed their forrow for the death of their cha-

ritable benefactor. Peregrine, though he felt every thing
which love and gratitude could infpire on this occafion,
was not fo much overwhelmed with affliction, as to be

incapable of taking the management of the family into

his own hands. He gave directions about the funeral

with great difcretion, after having paid the compliments
of condolence to his aunt, whom he confoled with the

affurance of his inviolable efteem and affection. He or-

dered a fuit of mourning to be made for every perfon in

the garrifon, and invited all the neighbouring gentlemen
to the burial, not even excepting his father and brother

Gam, who did not, however, honour the ceremony with
their prefence j nor was his mother humane enough to

vifit her fifter-in-law in her diftrefs.

In the method of interment, the commodore's injunc-
tions were obeyed to a tittle , and at the fame time our
hero made a donation of

fifty pounds to the poor of the

parifti, as a benefaction which his uncle had forgot to

bequeath.
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Having performed thefe obfequies with the mofl pious

punctuality, he examined the will, to which there was

no addition fince it had been firll executed, adjufted the

payment of all the legacies, and, being fole executor, took

an account of the ellate to which he had fucceeded,

which, after all deductions, amounted to thirty thoufand

pounds. The poffeffion of fuch a fortune, of which he

was abfolute mailer, did not at all contribute to the hu-

miliation of his fpirit, but infpired him with new ideas

of grandeur and magnificence, and derated his hope to

the higheft pinnacle of expectation.
His domeftic affairs being fettled, he was vifited by al-

moft all the gentlemen of the country, who came to pay
their compliments of congratulation on his acceffion to

the ellate ; and fome of them offered their good offices

towards a reconciliation betwixt his father and him, in-

duced by the general deteflation which was entertained

for his brother Gam, who was by this time looked upon
by his neighbours as a prodigy of infolence and malice.

Our young fquire thanked them for their kind propofal,
which he accepted ; and old Gamaliel, at their entreaties,

feemed very well difpofed to any accommodation ; but, as

he would not venture to declare himfelf before he had
confulted his wife, his favourable difpofition was render-

ed altogether ineffectual, by the inftigations of that im-

placable woman ; and our hero refigned all expectation
of being reunited to his father's houfe. His brother, as

ufual, took all opportunities of injuring his character, by
falfe afperfions, and (lories mifreprefented, in order to

prejudice his reputation j nor was his filler Julia fuffered

to enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had he undergone
fuch perfecution from an alien to his blood, the world

would have heard of his revenge j but, notwithstanding
his indignation, he was too much tinctured by the preju-
dices of confanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment againft
the fon of his own parents ; and this consideration abridg-
ed the term of his refidence at the garrifon, where he
had propofed to flay for fome months.
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CHAPTER LXXIV.

The young gentleman having fettled his domeftic affairs, arrives in Lon-

don, and fets up a gay equipage. He meets with Emilia, and is intro-

duced to her uncle.

XTis aunt, at the earned folicitations of Julia and her

hufband, took up her quarters at the houfe of that affec-

tionate kinfwoman, who made it her chief ftudy to com-
fort and cherifh the difconfolate widow ; and Jolter, in

expectation of the living, which was not yet vacant, re-

mained in garrifon, in quality of land-fteward upon our

hero's country eftate. As for the lieutenant, our young
gentleman communed with him in a ferious manner, a-

bout the commodore's propofal of taking Mrs. Trunnion
to wife ; and Jack, being quite tired of the fblitary fitua-

tion of a bachelor, which nothing but the company of his

old commander could have enabled him to fupport fo

long,- far from discovering averfion to the match, obferv-

ed, with an arch fmile, that it was not the firft time he

had commanded a vefl'el in the abfence of 'Captain Trun-
nion ; and therefore, if the widow was willing, he would

cheerfully (land by her helm, and, as he hoped the duty
would not be of long continuance, do his endeavour to

fteer her fafe into port, where the commodore might
come on board, and take charge of her again.

In confequence of this declaration, it was determined

that Mr. Hatchway fhould make his addrefTes to Mrs.
Trunnion as foon as decency would permit her to receive

them ; and Mr. Clover and his wire promifed. to exert

their influence in his behalf. Meanwhile Jack was defired

to live at the caltle as ufual, and allured, that it fhould be

put wholly in his poffeflion, as foon as he fhould be able

to accomplifh this matrimonial fcheme.

When Peregrine had fettled all thefe points to his own
fatisfation, he took leave of all his friends, and, repair-

ing to the great city, purchafed a new chariot and horles,

put Pipes and another lacquey into rich liveries, took ele-

gant lodgings in Pall-Mail, and made a moft remarkable

appearance among the people of fafhion. It was owing
to this equipage, and the gaiety of his perfonal deport-

ment, that common fame, which is always a common
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liar, reprefcnted him as a young gentleman who had juft

fucceeded to an eftate of five thoufand pounds per annumt

by the death of an uncle ; that he was entitled to an

equal fortune at the deceafe of his own father, exclufive

of two confiderable jointures, which would devolve upon
him at the demife of his mother and aunt. This report,
falfe and ridiculous as it was, he could not find in his

heart to contradict : Not but that he was forry to find

himfelf fo mifreprefented ; but his vanity would not al-

low him to take any ftep that might diminifh his import-
ance in the opinion of thofe who courted his acquaint-

ance, on the fuppofition that his circumftances were ac-

tually as affluent as they were faid to be. Nay, fo much
was he infatuated by this weaknefs, that he refolved to

encourage the deception, by living up to the report ; and

accordingly engaged in the moft expenfive parties of plea-

fure, believing that, before his prefent finances fhould

be exhaufted, his fortune would be effectually made, by
the perfonal accomplifhments he fhould have occafion to

difplay to the beau monde in the courfe of his extrava-

gance. In a word, vanity and pride were the ruling
foibles of our adventurer, who imagined himfelf fuffi-

ciently qualified to retrieve his fortune in various fhapes,

long before he could have any idea of want or difficulty.

He thought he fhould have it in his power, at any time,
to make prize of a rich heirefs, or opulent widow \ his

ambition had already afpired to the heart of a young
handfome duchefs dowager, to whofe acquaintance hd

had found means to be introduced ; or, fhould matri-

mony chance to be unfuitable to his inclinations, he never

doubted, that, by the intereft he might acquire among
the nobility, he fhould be favoured with fome lucrative

poft, that would amply recompenfe him for the liberality
of his difpofition. There are many young men who en-

tertain the fame expectations, with half the reafon he had
to be fo prefumptuous.

In the midft of thefe chimerical calculations, his paffion
for Emilia did not fubfide ; but, on the contrary, began
to rage with fuch an inflammation of detire, that her idea

interfered with every other reflection, and ablolutely dif-

abled him from profecutirtg the other lofty fchemes

which his imagination had projected. He therefore laid
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down the honeft refolution of vifiting her in all the fplen-
dour of his fituation, in order to pratife upon her virtue

with all his art and addrefs, to the utmoft extent of his

influence and fortune. Nay, fo effectually had his guilty

paflion abforbed his principles of honour, confcience, hu-

manity, and regard for the commodore's laft words, that

he was bafe enough to rejoice at the abfence of his friend

Godfrey, who, being then with his regiment in Ireland,

could not dive into his purpofe, or take meafures for

fruftratirtg his vitious defign.

Fraught with thefe heroic fentiments, he determined

to fet out for SuiTex in his chariot and fix, attended by his

valet de chambre and two footmen ; and as he was now
fenfible, that in his laft efTay he had miftaken his cue,
he determined to change his battery, and fap the for-

trefs, by the molt fubmiffive, foft, and infinuating beha-

viour.

On the evening that preceded this propofed expedition,
he went into one of the boxes at the play houie, as ufual,

to fhow himfelf to the ladies ; and in reconnoitring the

company through a glafs (for no other reafon, but be-

caufe it was fafhionable to be purblind), perceived his

miftrefs very plainly drefled, in one of the feats above the

ftage, talking to another young woman of a very homely
appearance. Though his heart beat the alarm with the

utmoft impatience at fight of his Emilia, he was for

fome minutes deterred from obeying the impulfe of his

love, by the prefence of fome ladies of fafhion, who, he

feared, would think the worfe of him, mould they fee

him make his compliment in public to a perfon of her

figure. Nor would the violence of his inclination have

fo far prevailed over his pride, as to lead him thither,

had not he recollected, that his quality friends would look

upon her as fome handfome Abigail, with whom he had
an affair of gallantry, and of confequence give him credit

for the intrigue.

Encouraged by this fuggeftion, he complied with the

dictates of love, and flew to the place where his charmer
fat. His air and drefs were fo remarkable, that it was al-

moft impoffible he mould have efcaped the eyes of a cu-

rious obferver, efpecially as he had chcfen a time for

coming in, when his entrance could not fail to attract the

Vol. II. D d
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notice of the fpectators ; I mean, when the whole houfe

was huthed in attention to the performance on the ftage.

Emilia, therefore, perceived him at his firft approach ;

ihe found herfelf discovered by the direction of his glafs,

and, guefling his intention by his abrupt retreat from the

box, fummoned all her fortitude to her aid, and prepared
for his reception. He advanced to her with an air of

eagernefs and joy, tempered with modeily and refpect,

and exprefied his fatisfadHon at feeing her, with a feem-

ing reverence of regard. Though (he was extremely
well pleafed at this unexpected behaviour, (lie fuppreffed
the emotions of her heart, and anfwered his compliments
with affeled eafe and unconcern, fuch as might denote

the good humour of a perfon who meets by accident

with an indifferent acquaintance. After having certified

himfelf of her own good health, he very kindly inquired
about her mother and Mifs Sophy, gave her to underftand

that he had lately been favoured with a letter from God-

frey , that he had actually intended to fet out next morn-

ing on a vifit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which (now that he was
fo happy as to meet with her) he would poftpone, until

he fhould have the pleafure of attending her to the coun-

try. After having thanked him for his polite intention,

fhe told him, that her mother was expected in town in a

few days, and that fhe herfelf had come to London
fome weeks ago, to give her attendance upon her aunt,

who had been dangeroufly ill, but was now pretty well

recovered.

Although the converfation of courfe turned upon ge-
neral topics, during the entertainment he took all oppor-
tunities of being particular with his eyes, through which
he conveyed a thoufand tender proteftations. She faw
and inwardly rejoiced at the humility of his looks 5 but,
iar from rewarding it with one approving glance, fhe in-

duftrioufly avoided this ocular intercourfe, and rather co-

quetted with a young gentleman that ogled her from the

oppofite box. Peregrine's penetration eafily detected her

fentiments, and he was nettled at her diffimulation, which
ferved to confirm him in his unwarrantable defigns upon
her perfon. He perfifted in his affiduities with indefati-

gable perfeverance ; when the play was concluded, hand-
ed her and her companion into an hackney-coach, and

4
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with difficulty was permitted to efcort them to the houfe
of Emilia's uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by
the young lady, as an intimate friend of her brother God-

frey.
The old gentleman, who was no ftranger to the nature

of Peregrine's connection with his filler's family, pre-
vailed upon him to ltay fupper, and feemed particularly
well pleafed with his converfation and deportment, which,

by the help of his natural fagacity, he wonderfully adapt-
ed to the humour of his entertainer. After fupper, when
the ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called for his

pipe, our fly adventurer followed his example. Though
he abhorred the plant, he fmoked with an air of infinite

fatisfacliion, and expatiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as

if he had been deeply concerned in the Virginia trade.

In the progrefs of the difcourfe, he confulted the mer-
chant's difpofition ; and the national debt coming upon
the carpet, held forth upon the funds like a profefled bro-

ker. When the alderman complained of the reflrilions

and difcouragements of trade, his gueft inveighed againft
exorbitant duties, with the nature of which he feemed as

well acquainted as any commiflioner of the cuftoms ; fo

that the uncle was aftonilhed at the extent of his know-

ledge, and exprefled his furprife, that a gay young gentle-
man like him fhould have found either leifure or inclina-

tion to confider fubjedls fo foreign to the fafhionable a-

mufements of youth.
Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, that

he was defcended from a race of merchants ; at;d that,

early in life, he had made it his bufinefs to inllru6l him-

felf in the different branches of trade, which he not only
iludied as his family profeffion, but alfo as the fource of

all our national riches and power. He then launched out

in praife of commerce, and the promoters thereof j and,

by way of contrail, employed all his ridicule in drawing
fuch ludicrous pictures of the manners and education of

what is called high life, that the trader's fides were fhaken

by laughter, even to the danger of his life ; and he look-

ed upon our adventurer as a miracle of fobriety and good
fenfe.

Having thus ingratiated himfelf with the uncle, Pere-

grine took his leave, and next day in the forenoon vifited the

Dd
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niece in his chariot, after fhe had been admonifhed by her

kinfman to behave with circumfpedtion, and cautioned

againft neglecting or difcouraging the addrefTes of fuch a

valuable admirer.

CHAPTER LXXV.

He profecutes his defign upon Emilia with great art and pcrfeverancc.

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrify obtained free

accefs to his miftrefs, began the fiege, by profeffing the

mod fincere contrition for his former levity, and implor-

ing her fcrgivenefs with fuch earned: fupplication, that,

guarded as ihe was againft his flattering arts, fhe began
to believe his proteftations, which were even accompanied
with tears, and abated a good deal of that feverity and
diftance (lie had propofed to maintain during this inter-

view. She would not, however, favour him with the leaft

acknowledgment of a mutual paffion, becaufe, in the

midfl of his vows of eternal conftancy and truth, he did

nor mention one fyllable of wedlock, though he was now

entirely mafter of his own conduct ; and this confidera-

tion created a doubt, which fortified her againft all his

attacks : Yet, what her difcretion would have concealed,
was discovered by her eyes, which, in fpite of all her en-

deavours, breathed forth complacency and love. For her

inclination was flattered by her own felf-fufficiency, which

imputed her admirer's filence in that particular to the

hurry and perturbation of his fpirits,
and perfuaded her,

that he could not poflibly regard her with any other than

honourable intentions.

The infidious lover exulted in the tendernefs of her

looks, from which he prefaged a complete victory j but,
that he might not overfhoot himfelf by his own precipi-

tation, he would not run the rifle of declaring himfelf,
until her heart mould be fo far entangled within his fnares,
as that neither the fuggeftions of honour, prudence, or

pride, fhould be able to difengage it. Armed with this

resolution, he reftrained the impatience of his temper
within the limits of the moft delicate deportment. After
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having folicited and obtained permifiion to attend her to

the next opera, he took her by the hand, and prefling it

to his lips in the mod refpeclful manner, went away, leav-

ing her in a raoft whimfical Mate of fufpenfc, chequered
with an interefting viciffitude of hope and fear.

On the appointed day, he appeared again about five

o'clock in the afternoon, and found her native charms fo

much improved by the advantages of drefs, that he was

tranfported with admiration and delight \ and, while he
conducted her to the Hay-Market, could fcarce bridle the

impetuofity of his paflion, fo as to obferve the forbearing
maxims he had adopted. When {he entered the pit, he

had abundance of food for the gratification of his vanity ;

for, in a moment, (he eclipfed all the female part of the

audience, each individual allowing in her own heart, that

the ftranger was by far the handfomeil woman there pre-

fent, except herfelf.

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double triumph ;

he was vain of this opportunity to enhance his reputation
for gallantry among the ladies of falhion who knew him,
and proud of an occafion to difplay his quality acquain-
tance to Emilia, that ihe might entertain the greater idea

of the conqueft fhe had made, and pay the more defe-

rence to his importance in the fequel of his addrefles.

That he might profit as m^ch as poflible by this fituation,

he went up and accofled every perfon in the pit, with
whom he ever had the leaft communication, whifpered
and laughed with an affected air of familiarity, and even

bowed at a diftance to fome of the nobility, on the flenr

der foundation of having flood near them at court, or

prefented them with a pinch of rapee at White's choco-
late houfe.

This ridiculous orientation, though now pralifed with
a view of promoting his defign, was a weaknefs, that, in

fome degree, infeled the whole of his behaviour ; for

nothing gave him fo much joy in converfatjon, as an op-
portunity of giving the company to underftand how well
he was with perfons of dillinguiihed rank and character :

He would often (for example) obferve, as it were occa-

fianally, that the Duke of G was one of the beft na-
tured men in the world, and illuftrate this alTertion by
fome inftance of his affability, in which he himfdf was
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concerned : Then, by an abrupt tranfition, he would re-

peat fome repartee of Lady T ,
and mention a cer-

tain bon mot of the Earl of C , which was uttered

in his hearing.
Abundance of young men, in this manner, make free

with the names, though they have never had accefs to the

perfons of the nobility ; but this was not the cafe with

Peregrine, who, in confideration of his appearance and

fuppofed fortune, together with the advantage of his in-

troduction, was by this time freely admitted to the tables

of the great.
In his return with Emilia from the opera, though he

ftill maintained the mod fcrupulous decorum in his be-

haviour, he plied her with the moft paffionate expreffions
of love, fqueezed her hand with great fervency, protefted
that his whole foul was engroffed by her idea, and that

he could not exift independent of her favour. Pleafed as

fhe was with his warm and pathetic addreffes, together
with the refpectful manner of his making love, fhe yet
had prudence and refolution fufficient to contain her ten-

dernefs, which was ready to run over ; being fortified a-

gainft his arts, by reflecting, that, if his aim was honour-

able, it was now his bufinefs to declare it. On this con-

fideration fhe refufed to make any ferious reply to his ear-

neft expostulations, but affected to "receive them as the

undetermined effufions of gallantry and good breeding.
This fictitious gaiety and good humour, though it baf-

fled his hope of extorting from her an acknowledgment
of which he might have taken immediate advantage, ne-

verthelefs encouraged him to obferve (as the chariot paffed

along the Strand), that the night was far advanced ; that

fupper would certainly be over before they could reach her

uncle's houfe ; and to propofe, that he mould wait upon
her to fome place, where they might be accommodated
with a flight refrefhment. She was offended at the free-

dom of this propofal, which, however, fhe treated as

a joke, thanking him for his courteous offer, and alluring

him, that when fhe fhould be difpofed for a tavern treat,

he alone fhould have the honour of beftowing it.

Her kinfman being engaged with company abroad, and
her aunt retired to reft, he had the good fortune to enjoy
% tete-a-tete with her during a whole hour, which he em-
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ployed with fuch confummate (kill, that her caution was
almoft overcome. He not only a flailed her with the ar-

tillery of fighs, vows, prayers, and tears, but even pawned
his honour in behalf of his love. He fwore with many
imprecations, that although her heart was furrendered

to him at difcretion, there was a principle within him,
which would never allow him to injure fuch innocence

and beauty ; and the tranfports of his pafhon had, upon
this occafion, fo far overfliot his purpofe, that if (he had
demanded an explanation while he was thus agitated, he
would have engaged himfelf to her wiih by fuch ties as

he could not break with any regard to his reputation.
But from fuch expoftulation {he was deterred, partly by
pride, and partly by the dread of finding herfelf miftaken
in fuch an interefliug conjecture. She therefore enjoyed
the prefent flattering appearance of her fate, was prevail-
ed upon to accept the jewels, which he purchafed with

part of his winning at Bath, and, with the mod inchant-

ing condefcenfion, fubmitted to a warm embrace when
he took his leave, after having obtained permiflion to vifit

her as often as his inclination and convenience would per-
mit.

In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoyed up
with his fuccefs to an extravagance of hope, already con-

gratulated himfelf upon his triumph over Emilia's virtue,
and began to project future conquefts among the mod
dignified characters of the female lex. But his attention

was not at all difiipated by thefe vain reflections ; he re-

folved to concenti'ate the whole exertion of his foul upon
the execution of his prefent plan, defifted, in the mean
time, from all other fchemes of pleafure, intereft, and

ambition, and took lodgings in the city, for the more
commodious accomplishment of his purpofe.

While our lover's imagination was thus agreeably re-

galed, his miftrefs did not enjoy her expectations with-

out the intervention of doubts and anxiety. His fdence

touching the final aim of his addrefies, was a myftery on
which fhe was afraid of exercifing her fagacity ; and her
uncle tormented her with inquiries into the circumftances
of Peregrine's profefiions and deportment. Rather than

give this relation the leaft caufe of fufpicion, which muii
have cut off all intercourfe betwixt her and her admirer,
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flic faid ever)- thing which fhe thought would fatisfy his

care and concern for her welfare ; and, in conference
of fuch reprefentation, {he enjoyed, without referve, the

company of our adventurer, who profecuted his plan with

furprifing eagernefa and perfeverance.

CHAPTER LXXVI.

He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a mafquerade, makes a

treacherous attempt upon her affection, and meets with a deferved rc-

pulfe.

Scarce a night elapfed in which he did not conduct her

to fome public entertainment. When, by the dint of his

inGdious carriage, he thought himfelf in full poffeflaon of

her confidence and affection, he lay in wait for an oppor-

tunity ; and hearing her obferve in converfation, that Ihe

had never been at a mafquerade, begged leave to attend

her to the next ball ; at the fame time extending his in-

vitation to the young lady in whofe company he had found

her at the play, fhe being prefent when this fubjet of

difcourfe was introduced. He had flattered himfelf, that

this gentlewoman would decline the propofal, as fhe was

a.perfon feemingly of a demure difpofition, who had been

born and bred in the city, where fuch diverfions are look-

ed upon as fcenes of lewdnefs and debauchery. For

once, however, he reckoned without his hoft ; curiofity is

as prevalent in the city as at the court end of the town :

Emilia no fooner fignified her affent to his propofal, than

her friend, with an air of fatisfaction, agreed to make one

of the party ; and he was obliged to thank her for that

complaifance which laid him under infinite mortification.

He let his genius at work to invent fome fcheme for pre-

venting her unfeafonable intrufion. Had an opportunity
offered, he would have a&cd as her phyfician, and admi-

niftered a medicine that would have laid her under the

neceffity of {laying at home : But his acquaintance with

her being too flight to furnifh him with the means of ex-

ecuting this expedient, he devifed another, which was

pra&ifed with all imaginable fuccefs. Underftanding that

her grandmother had left her a fum of money independ-
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ent of her parents, he conveyed a letter to h*er mother,

intimating, that her daughter, on pretence of going to

the mafquerade, intended to beftow herfelf in marriage
to a certain perlion, and that in a few days (he would be

informed of the circumflances of the whole intrigue, pro-
vided fh.e would keep this information fecret, and contrive

fome excufe for detaining the young lady at home, with-

out giving her caufe to believe (he was apprifed of her

intention. This billet, fubfcribed, Tour well-ivi/her, and

unknown humblefervant, had the defired effect upon the

careful matron, who, on the ball-day, feigned herfelf fo

extremely ill, that Mifs could not with any decency quit
her mamma's apartment ; and therefore fent her apology
to Emilia in the afternoon, immediately after the arrival

of Peregrine, who pretended to be very much airlifted

with the difappointment, while his heart throbbed with a

tranfport of joy.

About ten o'clock the lovers fet out for the Hay-Mar-
ket, he being drefled in the habit of Pantaloon, and fhe

in that of Columbine ; and they had fcarce entered the

houfe when the mufic (truck up, the curtain was with-

drawn, and the whole fcene difplayed at once, to the ad-

miration of Emilia, whofe expectation was infinitely fur-

pafled by this exhibition. Our gallant having conducted

her through all the different apartments, and defcribed

the economy of the place, led her into the circle, and, in

their turn, they danced feveral minuets \ then going to

the fide-board, he prevailed upon her to eat fome fweet-

meats and drink a glafs of Champaign. After a fecond

review of the company, they engaged in country-dances,
at which exercife they continued, until our adventurer

concluded that his partner's blood was fufhciently warm-
ed for the profecution of his defign. On this fuppofition,
which was built upon her declaring that fhe was thirfty
and fatigued, he perfuaded her to take a little refreshment

and repofe ; and, for that purpofe, handed her down flairs

into the eating-room, where, having feated her on the

floor, he prefented her with a glafs of wine and water ;

and, as fhe complained of being faint, enriched the draught
with fome drops of a certain elixir, which he recommend-
ed as a moll excellent reftorative, though it was no other

than a ftimulating tindkure, which he had treacheroufly
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provided for the occafion. Having fwallowed this potion,

by which her fpirits were manifeltly exhilerated, ihe ate

a flice of ham, with the wing of a cold pullet, and con-

cluded the meal with a glafs of Burgundy, which fhe

drank at the earneft entreaty of her admirer. Thefe ex-

traordinary cordials co-operating with the ferment of her

blood, which was heated by violent motion, could not

fail to affect the conftitution of a delicate young creature,
who was naturally fprightly and volatile. Her eyes began
to fparkle with unufual fire and vivacity, a thoufand bril-

liant fallies of wit efcaped her, and every malk that ac-

cofted her underwent fome fmarting repartee.

Peregrine, overjoyed at the fuccefs of his adminiflra-

tion, propofed that they mould refume their places at the

country dances, with a view to promote and aflill the ef-

ficacy of his elixir ; and, when he thought her difpofition
was properly adapted for the theme, began to ply her with
all the elocution of love. In order to elevate his own fpi-

rits to that pitch of refolution which his fcheme required,
he drank two whole bottles of Burgundy, which inflamed

his pafiion to fuch a degree, that he found hitnfelf capable
of undertaking and perpetrating any fcheme for the gra-
tification of his defire.

Emilia, warmed by fo many concurring incentives, in

favour of the man fhe loved, abated confiderably of her

wonted referve, liftened to his proteftations with undif-

fembled pleafure, and, in the confidence of her fatisfac-

tion, even owned him abfolute mailer of her afredHons.

Raviihed with this confeflion, he now deemed himfelf on
the brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and af-

fiduity; and the morning being already pretty far ad-

vanced, afTented with rapture to the firft propofal (lie

made of retiring to her lodgings. The blinds of the cha-

riot being pulled up, he took advantage of the favourable

fituation of her thoughts ; and, on pretence of being whim-
fical, in confequence of the wine he had fwallowed, clafp-
ed her in his arms, and imprinted a thoufand kiffes on her

pouting lips, a freedom which fhe pardoned as the privi-

lege of intoxication. While he thus indulged himfelf

with impunity, the carriage halted, and Pipes opening
the door, his mafter handed her into the pafTage, before

fhe perceived that it was not her uncle's houfe at which

they had alighted.
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Alarmed at this difcovery, fhe, with fome confufion,

defired to know his reafon for conducing her to a ilrange

place at thefe hours : But he made no reply, until he had

led her into an apartment, when he gave her to under-

ftand, that, as her uncle's family mult be difturbed by
her going thither fo late in the night, and the ftreets near

Temple-Bar were infefted by a multitude of robbers and

cut-throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at this

houfe, which was kept by a relation of his, a mighty good
fort of a gentlewoman, who would be proud of an oppor-

tunity to accommodate a perfon for whom he was known
to entertain fuch tendernefs and efteem.

Emilia had too much penetration to be impofed upon

by this plaufibie pretext : In fpite of her partiality for Pe-

regrine, which had never been inflamed to fuch a pitch of

complacency before, fhe comprehended his whole plan in

a twinkling. Though her blood boiled with indignation,
fhe thanked him with an affected air of ferenity for his

kind concern, and expreffed her obligation to his coufin ;

but, at the fame time, infifted upon going home, left her

abfence fhould terrify her uncle and aunt, who, fhe knew,
would not retire to reft till her return.

He urged her, with a thoufand remonftrances, to con-

fult her own eafe and fafety, promifing to fend Pipes into

the city,
for the fatisfaetion of her relations : But, finding

her obftinately deaf to his entreaties, he affured her, that

he would, in a few minutes, comply with her requeft ;

and, in the mean time, begged fhe would fortify herfelf

againft the cold with a cordial, which he poured out in

her prefence, and which (now that her fufpicion was

aroufed) fhe refufed to tafte, notwithftanding all his im-

portunities. He then fell on his knees before her, and
the tears gufhing from his eyes, fwore that his paffion
was wound up to fuch a pitch of impatience, that he could

no longer live upon the unfubftantial food of expectation j

and that, if fhe would not vouchfafe to crown his happi-
nefs, he would forthwith facrifice himfelf to her difdain.

Such an abrupt addrefs, accompanied with all the fymp-
toms of frantic agitation, could not fail to perplex and

affright the gentle Emilia, who, after fome recollection,

replied with a refolute tone, that fhe could not fee what
reafon he had to complain of her referve, which fhe was
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not at liberty to lay entirely afide, until he fliould have

avowed his intentions in form, and obtained the fanction

of thofc whom it was her duty to obey.
" Divine crea-

ture ! (cried he, feizing her hand, and prefling it to his

lips),
it is from you alone I hope for that condefcenfion,

which would overwhelm me with tranfports of celeftial

blifs. The fentiments of parents are fordid, filly,
and

confined : Mean not then to fubject my paffion to fuch

low rcftrictions as were calculated for the purpofes of

common life. My love is too delicate and refined to wear
thofe vulvar fetters, which ferve only to deftroy the merit

of voluntary affection, and to upbraid a man inceffantly
with the articles of compulfion, under which he lies. My
dear angel ! fpare me the mortification of being compel-
led to love you, and reign fole emprefs of my heart and

form e. I will not affront you fo much as to talk of fet-

tlements ; my ail is at your difpofal. In this pocket-book
are notes to the amount of two thoufand pounds ; do me
the pieafure to accept of them ; to-morrow I will lay ten

thoufand more in your lap. In a word, you fhall be mif-

trefs of my whole eftate, and I fhall think myfelf happy
in living dependent on your bounty !"

Heavens ! what were the emotions of the virtuous, the

fenfible, the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, when fhe

heard this infolent declaration from the mouth of a man
whom fhe had honoured with her affection and efteem !

It was not fimply horror, grief, or indignation, that flic

felt, in confequence of this unworthy treatment, but the

united pangs of all together, which produced a fort cf

hyfteric laugh, while fhe told him that fhe could not help

admiring his generofity.
Deceived by this convulfion, and the ironical compli-

ment that atrended it, the lover thought he had already
made great progrefs in his operations, and that it was now
his bufmefs to ftorm the fort by a vigorous affault, that

he might fpare her the confufion of yielding without re-

fiftance. Poflefled by this vain fuggeftion, he ftarted up,
and, folding her in his arms, began to obey the furious

dictates of his unruly and ungenerous defire. With an
air of cool determination, fhe demanded a parley ; and

when, upon her repeated requeft, he granted it, addref-

fed herfelf to him in thefe words, while her eyes gleamed
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with all the dignity of the moft awful refentment. "
Sir,

I fcorn to upbraid you with a repetition of your former
vows and proteftations, nor will I recapitulate the little

arts you have practifed to enfnare my heart ; becaufe,

though by dint of the moft perfidious diffimulation you
have found means to deceive my opinion, your utmoft

efforts have never been able to lull the vigilance of my
conduct, or to engage my affection beyond the power of

difcarding you without a tear, whenever my honour fhould
demand fuch a facrifice. Sir, you are unworthy of my
concern or regret, and the figh that now ftruggles from

my bread is the refult of forrow, for my own want of

discernment. As for your prefent attempt upon my chaf-

tity, I defpife your power, as I deteft your intention.

Though, under the mruk of the moft delicate refpect, you
have decoyed me from the immediate protection of my
friends, and contrived other impious Itratagems to ruin

my peace and reputation, I confide too much in my own
innocence, and the authority of the law, to admit one

thought of fear, much lefs to fink under the horror of this

mocking fituation, into which I have been feduced. Sir,

your behaviour on this occafion is, in all refpects, low and

contemptible : For, ruffian as you are, you durft not har-

bour the thought of executing your execrable fcheme,
while you knew my brother was near enough to prevent
or revenge the infult j fo that you mult not only be a

treacherous villain, but alfo a moft defpicable coward."

Having expreiTed herfelf in this manner, with a moft ma-

jeftic feverity of afpect, fhe opened the door, and, walk-

ing down flairs with furprifing refolution, committed her-

felf to the care of a watchman, who accommodated her

with a hackney chair, in which fhe was fafely conveyed
to her uncle's houfe.

Meanwhile, the lover was fo confounded and over-

awed by thefe cutting reproaches, and her animated be-

haviour, that all his refolution forfook him, and he found
himfelf not only incapable of obftrucling her retreat, but
even of uttering one fyllable to deprecate her wrath, or

extenuate the guilt of his own conduct. The nature of
his difappointment, and the keen remorfe that feized him,
when he reflected upon the difhonourable footing on
which his character flood with Emilia, raifed fuch per-

2
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turbation in his mind, that his filence was fuccecded by
a violent fit of diffraction, during which he raved like a

bedlamite, and acted a thoufand extravagancies, which
convinced the people of the houfe (a certain bagnio), that

he had actually loll his wits. Pipes, with great concern,

adopted the fame opinion ; and, being aflifted by the

waiters, hindered him, by main force, from running out

andpurfuing the fair fugitive, whom, in his delirium, he

alternately curfed and commended, with horrid impreca-
tions and lavifh applaufe. His faithful valet, having wait-

ed two whole hours, in hopes of feeing this gull of paffion

overblown, and perceiving that the paroxyfm feemed ra-

ther to increafe, very prudently fent for a phyfician of his

mailer's acquaintance, who, having confidered the cir-

cumllances and fymptoms of the diforder, directed that

he mould be plentifully blooded, without lofs of time,
and prefcribed a draught to compofe the tumult of his

fpirits. Thefe orders being punctually performed, he

grew more calm and tractable, recovered his reflection

fo far as to be afliamed of the ecltafy he had undergone,
fullered himfelf quietly to be undfefled and put to bed,
where the fatigue, occafioned by his exercife at the maf-

querade, co-operated with the prefent diflipation of his

fpirits to lull him into a profound fleep, which greatly
tended to the prefervation of his intellects : Not that he
found himfelf in a ftate of perfect tranquillity when he
waked about noon. The remembrance of what had paf-
fed overwhelmed him with mortification. Emilia's invec-

tives Mill founded in his ears : And, while he deeply re-

fented her difdain, he could not help admiring her fpirit,

and his heart did homage to her charms.

CHAPTER LXXVII.

He endeavours to reconcile himfelf to his miftrefs, and expoftulates with

the uncle, who forbids him the houfe.

-In this ftate of divifion, he went home to his own lodg-

ings in a chair j and while he deliberated with himfelf

whether he {hould relinquilh the purfuit, and endeavour
to banifli her idea from his breaft, or go immediately and
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humble himfelf before his exafperated miftrefs, and of-

fer his hand as an atonement for his crime, his fer-

vant put in his hand a packet, which had been delivered

by a ticket-porter at the door. He no fooner perceived
that the fuperfcription was in Emilia's hand-writing, than

he gueffed the nature of the contents ; and opening the

feal with difordered eagernefs, found the jewels he had

given to her, enclofed in a billet, couched in thefe words.

" That I may have no caufe to reproach myfelf with

having retained the leaft memorial of a wretch whom I

equally defpife and abhor, I take this opportunity of reftor-

ing thefe ineffectual inftruments of his infamous defign

upon the honour of

Emilia."

His chagrin was fo much galled and inflamed at the

bitternefs of this contemptuous meffage, that he gnawed
his fingers till the blood ran over his nails, and even

wept with vexation. Sometimes he vowed revenge a-

gainft her haughty virtue, and reviled himfelf for his pre-

cipitate declaration, before his fcheme was brought to

maturity ; then he would confider her behaviour with
reverence and regard, and bow before the irrefiftible pow-
er of her attractions. In (hort, his breaft was torn by
conflicting paflions ; love, fhame, and remorfe, contend-

ed with vanity, ambition, and revenge ; and the fupe-

riority was ftill doubtful, when headltrong defire inter-

pofed, and decided in favour of an attempt towards a

reconciliation with the offended fair.

Impelled by this motive, he fet out in the afternoon

for the houfe of her uncle, not without hopes of that

tender enjoyment, which never fails to attend an accommo-
dation betwixt two lovers of tafle and fenfibility. Though
the confcioufnefs of his trefpafs encumbered him with an
air of awkward confufion, he was too confident of his

own qualifications and addrefs to defpair of forgivenefs ;

and, by that time he arrived at the citizen's gate, he had
conned a very artful and pathetic harangue, which he pro-

pofed to utter in his own behalf, laying the blame of his

conduct, on the impetuofity of his paflion, increafed by
the Burgundy> which he had too liberally drank : But he
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did not meet with an opportunity to avail himfelf of this

preparation. Emilia, fufpe&ing that he would take fome

ltep of this kind to retrieve her favour, had gone abroad

on pretence of vifiting, after having fignified to her kinf-

man her refolution to avoid the company of Peregrine,
on account of fome ambiguities which (fhe faid) were

laft night remarkable in his demeanour, at the mafque-
rade. She chofe to infinuate her fufpicion in thefe hints,

rather than give an explicit detail of the young man's dif-

honourable contrivance, which might have kindled the re-

fentment of the family to fome dangerous pitch of animo-

fity
and revenge.

Our adventurer, finding himfelf baffled in his expec-
tation of feeing her, inquired for the old gentleman,
with whom he thought he had influence enough to make
his apology good, in cafe he mould find him prepofiefied

by the young lady's information. But here too he was

difappointed, the uncle having gone to dine in the coun-

try, and his wife was indifpofed , fo that he had no pre-
text for flaying in the houfe till the return of his charm-

er. Being, however, fruitful of expedients, he difmifP-

ed his chariot, and took pofleflion of a room in a tavern,

the windows of which fronted the merchants gate j and

there he propofed to watch until he ihould fee her ap-

proach. This fcheme he put in practice with indefati-

gable patience, though it was not attended with the ex-

pected fuccefs.

Emilia, whofe caution was equally vigilant and com-

mendable, forefeeing that (he might be expofed to the

fertility of his invention, came home by a private paflage,
and entered by a poflern, which was altogether unknown
to her admirer ; and her uncle did not arrive until it was
fo late that he could not, with any decency, demand a

conference.

Next morning, he did not fail to prefent himfelf at the

door, and his miftrefs being denied Dy her own exprefs

direction, infifted upon feeing the mailer of the houfe,
who received him with fuch coldnefs of civility,

as plain-

ly gave him to underftand that he was acquainted with

the difpleafure of his niece. He, therefore, with an air

of candour, told the citizen, he could eafily perceive by
his behaviour that he was the confidant ot Mifs Emily,
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cf whom he was come to afk pardon for the offence he

had given ; and did not doubt, if he could be admitted

to her prefence, that he mould be able to convince her

that he had not erred intentionally, or at lead propofe
fuch reparation as would effectually atone for his fault.

To this remonftrance the merchant, without any ce-

remony or circumlocution, anfwered, that though he was

ignorant of the nature of his offence, he was very cer-

tain, that it mud have been fomething very flagrant that

could irritate his niece to fuch a degree, againft a perfon
for whom (he had formerly a mod particular regard. He
owned, fhe had declared her intention to renounce his

acquaintance for ever, and, doubtlefs, (he had good rea-

fon for fo doing ; neither would he undertake to pro-
mote an accommodation, unlefs he would give him full

power to treat on the fcore of matrimony, which he fup-

pofed would be fhe only means of evincing his own fni-

cerity, and obtaining Emilia's forgivenefs.

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt declaration,
which he could not help confidering as the refult of a

fcheme concerted betwixt the young lady and her uncle,
in order to take the advantage of his heat. He therefore

replied, with manifeft figns of difguft, that he did not

apprehend there was any occafion for a mediator to re-

concile the difference betwixt Emilia and him ; and that

all he defired was an opportunity of pleading in his own
behalf.

The citizen frankly told him, that, as his niece had

expreffed an earneft defire of avoiding his company, he
would not put the leaft conftraint upon her inclination ;

and, in the mean time, gave him to know, that he was

particularly engaged.
Our hero, glowing with indignation at this fupercilious

treatment,
" I was in the wrong (faid he) to look for good

manners fo far on this fide of Temple-Bar : But you
mud give me leave to tell you, Sir, that, unlefs I am fa-

voured with an interview with Mifs Gauntlet, I fhalt

conclude that you have actually laid a conftraint upon
her inclination, for fome finifter purpofes of your own."
* Sir (replied the old gentleman), you are_ welcome to

make what conclufions fhall feem good unto your own

imagination , but pray be fo good as to allow me the

Vol. 1L E e
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privilege of being mafter in my own houfe." So faying,
he verv complailantly mowed him to the door j and our

lover being diffident of his own temper, as well as afraid

of being ufed with greater indignity, in a place where
his perfonal prowefs would only ferve to heighten his dif-

grace, quitted the houfe in a tranfport of rage, which he

could not wholly fupprefs, telling the landlord, that, if

his age did not protect him, he would have chaftifed him
for his infolent behaviour.

CHAPTER LXXVIII.

He projects a violent fcheme, in confequence of which he is involved in

a moft fatiguing adventure, which greatly tends towards the augmen-
tation of his chagrin.

i hus debarred of perfonal communication with his mif-

trefs, he effayed to retrieve her good graces by the moft

fubmiflive and pathetic letters, which he conveyed by di-

vers artifices to her perufal ; but, reaping no manner of

benefit from thefe endeavours, his paffion acquired a de-

gree of impatience little inferior to downright frenzy ;

and he determined to run every rifle of life, fortune, and

reputation, rather than defift from his unjuftifiable purfuit.

Indeed, his refentment was now as deeply concerned as his

love, and each of thefe paflions equally turbulent and

loud in demanding gratification. He kept centinels con-

tinually in pay, to give him notice of her outgoings, in

expectation of finding fome opportunity to carry her off;

but her circumfpe&ion entirely fruftrated this defign,
for (he fufpecled every thing of that fort from a difpofi-
tion like his, and regulated her motions accordingly.

Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he altered his

plan. On pretence of being called to his country houfe

by fome affair of importance, he departed from London,
and, taking lodgings at a farmer's houfe that flood near

the road through which {he mufl have neceffarily pafied
in her return to her mother, concealed himfelf from all

intercourfe, except with his valet de chambre and Pipes,
who had orders to fcour the country, and reconnoitre e-

very horfe, coach, or carriage, that mould appear on that
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highway, with a view of intercepting his Amanda in her

paiTage.
He had waited in this ambufcade a whole week, when

his valet gave him notice, that he and his fellow-fcout had

difcovered a chaife and fix, driving at full fpeed towards

them ; upon which they had flapped their hats over their

eyes, fo as they might not be known, in cafe they ihould

be feen, and concealed themfelves behind a hedge, from

whence they could perceive in the carriage, as it pafTed, a

young man plainly dreffed, with a lady in a mafic, of the

exar, fize, fhape, and air of Emilia ; and that Pipes fol-

lowed them at a diftance, while he rode back to commu-
nicate this piece of intelligence.

Peregrine would fcarce allow him time to conclude his

information. He ran down to the (table, where his horfe

was kept ready faddled for the purpofe, and, never doubt-

ing that the lady in queftion was his miftrefs, attended

by one of her uncle's clerks, mounted immediately, and
rode full gallop after the chaife, which (when he had

proceeded about two miles) he underftood from Pipes,
had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though his inclina-

tion prompted him to enter her apartment without far-

ther delay, he fuffered himfelf to be difluaded from taking
fuch a precipitate ftep, by his privy counfellor, who ob-

ferved, that it would be impracticable to execute his pur-

pofe of conveying her againft her will from a public inn,
that flood in the midfl of a populous village, which would

infallibly rife in her defence. He advifed him therefore

to lie in wait for the chaife, in fome remote and private

part of the road, where they might accomplifh their aim
without difficulty or danger. In confequence of this ad-

monition, our adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre

the inn, that fhe might not efcape another way, while he
and the valet, in order to avoid being feen, took a circuit

by an unfrequented path, and placed themfelves in am-

bufh, on a fpot which they chofe for the fcene of their

achievement. Here they tarried a full hour, without

feeing the carriage, or hearing from their centinel : So
that the youth, unable to exert his patience one moment

longer, left the foreigner in his ftation> and rode back to

his faithful lacquey, who allured him, th^t the travellers

E e
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had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded on their

voyage.

Notwithstanding this intimation, Pickle began to en-

tertain fuch alarming fufpicions, that he could not refrain

from advancing to the gate, and inquire for the company
which had lately arrived in a chaife and fix. The inn-

keeper, who was not at all pleafed with the behaviour of

thofe paflengers, did not think proper to obferve the in-

ftrucYions he had received ; on the contrary, he plainly
told him, that the chaife did not halt, but only entered at

one door, and went out at the other, with a view to de-

ceive thofe who purlued it, as he guefled from the words

of the gentleman, who had earneftly defired that his

route might be concealed from any perfon who mould in-

quire about their motions. " As for my own peart,
mealier (continued this charitable publican), I believes as

how they are no better than they fhould be, elfe they
wouldn't be in fuch a deadly fear of being overtaken.

Methinks (faid I, when I faw them in fuch a woundy
pother to be gone), oddihheartlikins ! this muft be fome
London 'prentice running away with his meafter's daugh-
ter, as fure as I'm a living foul. But, be he who he will,

fartain it is, a has nothing of the gentleman about en ;

for, thof a aflced fuch a favour, a never once put hand in

pocket, or faid,
"
Dog, will you drink ?" Howfomever,

that don't argufy in reverence of his being in a hurry j

and a man may be fometimes a little too judgmatical in

his conjectures." In all probability, this loquacious land-

lord would have ferved the traveller efFe&ually, had Pe-

regrine heard him to an end ; but this impetuous youth,
far from liftening to the fequel of his obfervations, inter-

rupted him in the beginning of his career, by aflcing ea-

gerly which road they followed ; and, having received the

inn- keeper's directions, clapped fpurs to his horfe, com-

manding Pipes to make the valet acquainted with his

courfe, that they might attend him with all imaginable

defpatch.

By the publican's account of their conduct, his former

opinion was fully confirmed. He plied his Heed to the

height of his mettle ; and fo much was his imagination

cngroffed by the profpeft of having Emilia in his power,
that he did not perceive the road on which he travelled
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was quite different from that which led to the habitation

of Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet de chambre was an utter

ftranger to that part of the country ; and, as for Mr.

Pipes, fuch confederations were altogether foreign to the

economy of his reflection.

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes were
bleffed with the fight of the chaife afcending an hill, at

the diftance of a good league ; upon which he doubled

his diligence in fuch a manner, that he gained upon the

carriage every minute, and at length approached lb near

to it, that he could difcern the lady and her conductor,
with their heads thruft out at the windows, looking back,
and fpeaking to the driver alternately, as if they earneftly

befought him to augment the fpeed of his cattle.

Being thus, as it we*e, in fight of port, while he crof-

fed the road, his horfe happened to plunge into a cart rut

with fuch violence, that he was thrown feveral yards over

his head ; and the bead's fhoulder being flipped by the

fall, he found himfelf difabled from plucking the fruit,

which was almoft within his reach ; for he had left his

fervants at a confiderable diftance behind him ; and al-

though they had been at his back, and fupplied him with

another horfe, they were fo indifferently mounted, that

he could not reafonably expect to overtake the flyers, who

profited fo much by this difafter, that the chaife vanifhed

in a moment.
It may be eafily conceived how a young man of his dif-

pofition pafled his time, in this tantalizing fituation. He
ejaculated with great fervency ; but his prayers were not

the effects of refignation. He ran back on foot, with in-

credible fpeed, in order to meet his valet, whom he un-

horfed in a twinkling ; and, taking his feat, began to ex-

ercife his whip and fpurs, after having ordered the Swifs

to follow him on the other gelding, and committed the

lame hunter to the care of Pipes.
Matters being adjufted in this manner, our adventurer

profecuted the race with all his might ; and, having made
ibme progrefs, was informed by a country man, that the

chaife had (truck off into another road, and, according
to his judgment, was by that time about three miles

a-head ; though, in all probability, the horfes would not

be able to hold out much longer, becaufe they feemed to

E e
iij
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be quite fpent when they parted his door. Encouraged

by this intimation, Peregrine pufhed on with great ala-

crity, though he could not regain fight of the defired ob-

ject, till the clouds of night began to deepen, and even

then he enjoyed nothing more than a tranfient glimpfe ;

for the carriage was no fopncr feen, than fhrouded again
from his view. Thcfe vexatious circumflances animated

his endeavours, while they irritated his chagrin : In fhort,

he continued his purfuit till the night was far advanced,
and himfelf fo uncertain about the object of his care,

that he entered a folitary inn, with a view of obtaining
fome intelligence, when, to his infinite joy, he perceived
the chaifc (landing by itfelf, and the horfes panting in the

yard. In full confidence of his having arrived at laft at

the goal of all his wiihes, he alighted inltantanepufly,

and, running up to the coachman, with a pillol in his

hand, commanded him, in an imperious tone, to conduct

him to the lady's chamber, on pain of death. The driver,

affrighted at this menacing addrefs, protefted, with great

humility, that he did not know whither his fare had re-

tired ; for that he himfelf was paid and difmiffed from
the fervice, becaufe he would not undertake to drive them
all night crofs the country, wktout flopping to refrefh

his horfes : But he promifed to go in queft of the waiter,
who would fhow him to their apartment. He was ac-

cordingly detached on that errand, while our hero flood

centinel at the gate, till the arrival of his valet de chambre,
who joining him by accident, before the coachman re-

turned, relieved him in his watch ; and then the young
gentleman, exafperated at his meflenger's delay, rufhed,
with fury in his eyes, from room to room, denouncing
vengeance upon the whole family ; but he did not meet
with one living foul, until he entered the garret, where
he found the landlord and his wife in bed. This chicken-

hearted couple, by the light of a rufh-candle that burned
on the hearth, feeing a flranger burfl into the chamber,
in fuch a terrible attitude, were feized with conflerna-
tion ; and, exalting their voices, in a moft lamentable

flrain, begged, for the paffion of Chrifl, that he would

fpare their lives, and take all they had.

Peregrine gueffing, from this exclamation, and the cir-

cumstance of their being a-bed, that they miftook him
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for a robber, and were ignorant of that which he wanted
to know, difpelled their terror, by making them ac-

quainted with the caufe of his vifit, and defired the huf-

band to get up with all poffible defpatch, in order to af-

fift and attend him in his fearch.

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of the inn,

and, at laft, finding the hoftler in the liable, was by him
informed (to his unfpeakable mortification), that the gen-
tleman and lady who arrived in the chaife, had imme-

diately hired poft-horfes for a certain village at the diftance

of fifteen miles, and departed without halting for the leafl

refrefhment. Our adventurer, mad with his disappointment,
mounted his horfe in an inftant, and, with his attendant,
took the fame road, with full determination to die, rather

than defift from the profecution of his defign. He had,

by this time, rode upwards of thirty miles fince three

o'clock in the afternoon
j fo that the horfes were almoft

quite jaded, and travelled this ftage fo flowly, that it was

morning before they reached the place of their deftina-

tion, where, far from finding the fugitives, he underftood,
that no fuch perfons as he defcribed had pafled that way,
and that, in all likelihood, they had taken a quite con-

trary direction, while in order to miflead him in his pur-
fuit, they had amufed the hoftler with a falfe route. This

conjecture was ftrengthened by his perceiving (now for

the firft time) that he had deviated a confiderable way
from the road, through which they muft have journeyed,
in order to arrive at the place of her mother's refidence ;

and thefe fuggeftions utterly deprived him of the fmall

remains of recollection which he had hitherto retained.

His eyes rolled about, witneffing rage and diftradtion ;

he foamed at the mouth, flamped upon the ground with

great violence, uttered incoherent imprecations againfl
himfelf and all mankind, and would have fallied forth

again, he knew not whither, upon the fame horfe, which
he had already almoft killed with fatigue, had not his con-
fidant found means to quiet the tumult of his thoughts,
and recal his reflection, by reprefenting the condition of

the poor animals, and advifing him to hire frefh horfes,
and ride poft acrofs the country, to the village in the

neighbourhood of Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation, where they
E e

iiij
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(hould infallibly intercept the daughter, provided they
could get the flart of her upon the road.

Peregrine not only relifhed, but forthwith ated in con-

formity with this good counfel. His own horfes were
committed to the charge of the landlord, with directions

for Pipes, in cafe he fhould come in queft of his mafler ;

and a couple of flout geldings being prepared, he and his,

valet took the road again, fleering their courfe according
to the motions of the pod-boy, who undertook to be their

guide. They had almoft finifhed the firfl ftage, when

they defcried a poft-chaife juft halting at the inn where

they propofed to change horfes j upon which our adven-

turer, glowing with a molt interesting prefage, put his

bead to the full fpeed, and approached near enough to

diflinguifh (as the travellers quitted the carriage) that he

had at laft come up with the very individual perfons whom
he had purfued fo long.

Flufhed with this difcovery, he galloped into the yard
fo fuddeniy, that the lady and her conductor fcarce had
time to fhut themfelves up in a chamber, to which they
retreated with great precipitation ; fo that the purfuer was
now certain of having houfed his prey. That he might,
however, leave nothing to fortune, he placed himfelf up-
on the flair by which they had afcended to the apartment,
and fent up his compliments to the young lady, defiring
the favour of being admitted to her prefence, otherwife

he fhould be obliged to wave all ceremony, and take that

liberty which fhe would not give. The fervant, having

conveyed his mefTage through the key-hole, returned with
an anfwer, importing that fhe would adhere to the refo-

lution fhe had taken, and perifh, rather than comply with

his will. Our adventurer, without flaying to make any
rejoinder to this reply, ran up flairs, and, thundering at

the door for entrance, was given to underftand by the

nymph's attendant, that a blunderbufs was ready primed
for his reception, and that he would do well to fpare him
the neceflity of fhedding blood in defence of a perfon who
had put herfelf under his protection.

" All the laws of

the land (faid he) cannot now untie the knots by which
we are bound together ; and therefore I will guard her as

my own property , fo that you had better defiit from your
fruitlefs attempt, and thereby confult your own

fafety j

4
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for, by the God that made me ! I will dlfcharge my piece

upon you, as foon as you fet your nofe within the door

and your blood be upon your own head." Thefe menaces,
from a citizen's clerk, would have been fufficient motives

for Pickle to ftorm the breach, although they had not

been reinforced by that declaration, which informed him
of Emilia's having bellowed herfelf in marriage upon fuch

a contemptible rival. This fole confideration added wings
to his impetuofity, and he applied his foot to the door

with fuch irrefiftible force, as burfted it open in an inftant,

entering at the fame time with a piftol ready cocked in

his hand. His antagonilt, inftead of firing his blunder-

bufs, when he faw him approach, darted back with evi-

dent figns of furprife and confternation, exclaiming,
" Lord

Jefus ! Sir, you are not the man ! and, without doubt,
are under fome miftake with regard to us."

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer this falutation, the

lady, hearing it, advanced to him, and pulling off a maflc,

difcovered a face which he had never feen before. The

Gorgon's head, according to the fables of antiquity, ne-

ver had a more inftantaneous or petrifying effel, than

that which this countenance produced upon the aftonifhed

youth. His eyes were fixed upon this unknown objel,
as if they had been attracted by the power of enchant-

ment, his feet feemed rivetted to the ground, and, after

having flood motionlefs for the fpace of a few minutes,
he dropped down in an apoplexy of difappointment and

defpair. The Swifs, who had followed him, feeing his

matter in this condition, lifted him up, and, laying him

upon a bed in the next room, let him blood immediately,
without hefitation, being always provided with a cafe of

lancets, againfl all accidents on the road. To this fore-

fight our hero, in all probability, was indebted for his

life. By virtue of a very copious evacuation, he recovered

the ufe of his fenfes ; but the complication of fatigues
and violent tranfports, which he had undergone, brewed

up a dangerous fever in his blood ; and a phyfician being
called from the next market-town, feveral days elapfed

jjefore
he would anfwer for his life.
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CHAPTER LXXIX.

Peregrine fends a m 'flage to Mrs. Gauntlet, who rejects his propofar.
He repairs to the garrifon.

At length, however, his conflitution overcame his dif-

eaie, though not before it had in a great meafure tamed
the fury of his difpofition, and brought him to a ferious

consideration of his conduct. In this humiliation of his

ipirits,
he reflected with fhame and remorfe upon his

treachery to the fair, the innocent Emilia ; he remember-
ed his former fentiments in her favour, as well as the in-

junctions of his dying uncle ; he recollected his intimacy
with her brother, againft which he had fo bafely finned ;

and, revolving all the circumftances of her conduct, found

it fo commendable, fpirited, and noble, that he deemed
her an object of fufficient dignity to merit his honourable

addreiTes, even though his duty had not been concerned

in the decifion : But, obligated as he was to make repa-
ration to a worthy family, which he had fo grofsly injur-

ed, he thought he could not manifeft his reformation too

foon ; and, whenever he found himfelf able to hold the

pen, wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he acknow-

ledged, with many expreffions of forrow and contrition,

that he had acted a part altogether unbecoming a man of

honour, and fhould never enjoy the lead tranquillity of

mind, until he fhould have merited her forgivenefs. He
protefled, that, although his happinefs entirely depended

upon the determination of Emilia, he would even re-

nounce all hope of being blefled with her favour, if fhe

could point out any other method of making reparation
to that amiable young lady, but by laying his heart and
fortune at her feet, and Submitting himfelf to her plea-
fure during the remaining part of his life. He conjured
her, therefore, in the moil pathetic manner, to pardon
him, in confideration of his fmcere repentance, and to

ufe her maternal influence with her daughter, fo as that

he might be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding-
ring, as foon as his health would allow him to undertake

the journey.
This explanation being defpatched by Pipes, who had,
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by this time, found his matter, the young gentleman in-

quired about the couple whom he had fo unfortunately

purfued, and underftood from his valet de chambre, who
learned the ftory from their own mouths, that the lady
was the only daughter of a rich Jew, and her attendant

no other than his apprentice, who had converted her to

Chriflianity, and married her at the fame time
-,

that this

fecret having taken air, the old Ifraelite had contrived a

fcheme to feparate them for ever ; and they being appriz-
ed of his intention, had found means to elope from his

houfe, with a view of fheltering themfelves in France,
until the affair could be made up ; that, feeing three men
ride after them with fuch eagernefs and fpeed, they never

doubted that the purfuers were her father, and fome
friends or domeftics, and on that fuppofition had fled

with the utmoft defpatch and trepidation, until they had
found themfelves happily undeceived, at that very inftant

when they expected nothing but mifchief and misfortune.

Laftly, The Swifs gave him to underftand, that, after ha-

ving profeffed fome concern for his deplorable fituation,

and enjoyed a flight refrefhment, they had taken their

departure for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were fafely
arrived at Paris.

In four and twenty hours after Pipes was charged with
his commiffion, he brought back an anfwer from the mo-
ther of Emilia, couched in thefe words :

"
Sir, /

" I received the favour of yours, and am glad, for

your own fake, that you have attained a due fenfe and
conviction of your unkind and unchriftian behaviour to

poor Emy. I thank God, none of my children were ever

fo infulted before. Give me leave to tell you, Sir, my
daughter was no upftart, without friends or education,
but a young lady, as well bred, and better born, than

moft private gentlewomen in the kingdom ; and therefore,

though you had no efteem for her perfon, you ought to

have paid fome regard to her family, which (no difparage-
ment to you, Sir) is more honourable than your own.
As for your propofal, Mifs Gauntlet will not hear of it,

being that fhe thinks her honour will not allow her to

liften to any terms of reconciliation ; and fhe is not yet
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fo destitute, as to embrace an offer to which (he has the

lead objection. In the mean time, fhe is fo much indif-

pofed, that fhe cannot poflibly fee company ; fo I beg

you will not take the trouble of making a fruitlefs jour-

ney to this place. Perhaps your future conduct may de-

ferve her forgivenefs ; and really, as I am concerned for

your happinefs (which you afiure me depends upon her

condefcenfion), I wifh with all my heart it may ; and am

(notwithstanding all that has happened)
Your fincere well-wifher,

Cecilia Gauntlet."

From this epiftle, and the information of his mefien-

ger, our hero learned, that his miftrefs had actually pro-
fited by his wild-goofe chafe, fo as to make a fafe retreat

to her mother's houfe. Though forry to hear of her in-

difpofition, he was alfo piqued at her implacability, as

well as at fome {lately paragraphs of the letter, in which

(he thought) the good lady had confulted her own vanity,
rather than her good fenfe. Thefe motives of refentment

helped him to bear his difappointment like a philofopher,

efpecially as he had now quieted his conscience, in prof-

fering to redrefs the injury he had done j and, moreover,
found himfelf, with regard to his love, in a calm ftate of

hope and refignation.
A feafonable fit of illnefs is an excellent medicine for

the turbulence of pafhon. Such a reformation had the

fever produced in the economy of his thoughts, that he

moralized like an apoftle, and projected feveral pruden-
tial fchemes for his future conduct.

In the mean time, as foon as his health was fufncient-

ly re-eftablifhed, he took a trip to the garrifon, in order

to vifit his friends ; and learned from Hatchway's own
mouth, that he had broke the ice of courtfhip to his aunt,

and that his addreffes were now fairly afloat ; though,
when he firft declared himfelf to the widow, after The

had been duly prepared for the occafion, by her niece and

the reft of her friends, fhe had received his propofal with

a becoming referve, and pioufly wept at the remembrance

of her hufband, obferving, that lhe fhould never meet

with his fellow.

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's fuit with all his
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influence ; and all Mrs. Trunnion's objections to the

match being furmounted, it was determined, that the day
of marriage mould be put off for three months, that her

reputation might not fuffer by a precipitate engagement.
His next care was to give orders for erecting a plain mar-
ble monument to the memory of his uncle, on which the

following infcription, compofed by the bridegroom, ac-

tually appeared in golden letters.

Here lies,

Foundered in a fathom and half,

The (hell

Of
Hawser Trunnion, Efq.

Formerly commander of a fquadron
In his Majefty's fervice,

Who broach'd to, at five P. M. Oa. X.
In the year of his age

Threefcore and nineteen.

He kept his guns always loaded,
And his tackle ready mann'd,

And never mowed his poop to the enemy,
Except when he took her in tow j

But,
His (hot being expended,
His match burnt out,

And his upper works decayed,
He was funk

By Death's fuperior weight of metaL

Neverthelefs,
He will be weighed again

At the Great Day,
His rigging refitted,

And his timbers repaired,

And, with one broadfide,

Make his adverfary
Strike in his turn.
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CHAPTER LXXX.

He returns to London, ami meets with Cadvvallader, who entertains him
with many curious particulars.

Crabtree founds the duchcfs, and un-

deceives Pickle, who, by an extraordinary accident, becomes acquaint-
ed with another lady of quality.

The young gentleman having performed thefe laft of-

fices in honour of his deceafed benefactor, and prefented
Mr. Jolter to the long-expedted living, which at this time

happened to be vacant, returned to London, and refum-

ed his former gaiety not that he was able to (hake Emi-
lia from his thought, or even to remember her without

violent emotions; for, as he recovered his vigour, his

former impatience recurred, and therefore he refolved to

plunge himfelf headlong into fome intrigue, that might

engage his paihons and amufe his imagination.
A man of his accomplishments could not fail to meet

with a variety of fubjets on which his gallantry would
have been properly exercifed ; and this abundance dif-

trated his choice, which at any time was apt to be in-

fluenced by caprice and whim. I have already obferved,
that he had lifted his view, through a matrimonial per-

fpetive, as high as a lady of the firft quality and diftinc-

tion ; and, now that he was refufed by Mifs Gauntlet,
and enjoyed a little refpite from the agonies of that flame

which her charms had kindled in his heart, he renewed
his affiduities to her grace. Though he durft not yet rilk

an explanation, he enjoyed the pleafure of feeing himfelf

fo well received in quality of a particular acquaintance,
that he flattered himfelf with the belief of his having
made fome progrefs in her heart , and was confirmed in

this conceited notion by the afiurances of her woman,
whom, by liberal largefles, he retained in his intereft, be-

caufe (lie found means to perfuade him that (he was in

the confidence of her lady. But, notwithftanding this

encouragement, and the fanguine fuggeftions of his own

vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of expofing himfelf to her

ridicule and refentment by a premature declaration, and
determined to poftpone his addrefles, until he (hould be

more certified of the probability of fucceeding in his at-

tempt.
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While he remained in this hefitation and fufpenfe, he

was one morning very agreeably furprifed with the ap-

pearance of his friend Crabtree, who, by the pcrmiflion
of Pipes, to whom he was well known, entered his cham-
ber before he was awake, and, by a violent fhake of the

fhoulder, difengaged him from the arms of fleep. The
firft compliments having mutually pafled, Cadwallader

gave him to underftand, that he had arrived in town over

night in the ftage-coach from Bath, and entertained him
with fuch a ludicrous account of his fellow-travellers, that

Peregrine, for the firft time fince their parting, indulged
himfelf in mirth, even to the hazard of fufFocation.

Crabtree, having rehearfed thefe adventures, in fuch a

peculiarity of manner as added infinite ridicule to every
circumftance, and repeated every fcandalous report which
had circulated at Bath, after Peregrine's departure, was
informed by the youth, that he harboured a defign upon
the perfon of fuch a duchefs, and in all appearance had
no reafon to complain of his reception ; but that he would
not venture to declare himfelf, until he Ihould be more
afcertained of her fentiments : And therefore he begged
leave to depend upon the intelligence of his friend Cad-

wallader, who, he knew, was admitted to her parties.
The mifanthrope, before he would promife his aflift-

ance, afked if his profpecl: verged towards matrimony ?

and our adventurer (who guefled the meaning of his quef-

tion) replying in the negative, he undertook the office of

reconnoitering her inclination, protefting at the fame time,
that he would never concern himfelf in any fcheme that

did not tend to the difgrace and deception of all the fex.

On thefe conditions he efpoufed the interelt of our hero ;

and a plan was immediately concerted, in confequence of

which they met by accident at her grace's table. Pickle

having (laid all the fore-part of the evening, and fat out
all the company, except the mifanthrope and a certain

widow lady, who was faid to be in the fecrets of my lady
duchefs, went away on pretence of an indifpsnfable en-

gagement, that Crabtree might have a proper opportunity
of making him the fubjecT: of converfation.

Accordingly, he had fcarce quitted the apartment, when
this cynic, attending him to the door with a look of mo-
rofe difdain,

" Were I an abfolute prince (faid he), and
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that fellow one of my fubje&s, I would order him to be

clothed in fackcloth, and he fhould drive my affes to wa-

ter, that his lofty fpirit might be lowered to the level of

his deferts. The pride of a peacock is downright felf-

denial, when compared with the vanity of that coxcomb,
which was naturally arrogant, but is now rendered alto-

gether intolerable, by the reputation he acquired at Bath,
for kicking a bully, outwitting a club of raw (harpers,
and divers other pranks, in the execution of which he
was more lucky than wife. But nothing has contributed

o much to the increafe of his infolence and felf-conceit,

as the favour he found among the ladies. . Ay, the ladies*

madam, I care not who knows it the ladies, who (to
their honour be it fpoken) never fail to patronize foppery
and folly, provided they folicit their encouragement. And

yet this dog was not on the footing of thofe hermaphro-
ditical animals, who may be reckoned among the number
of waiting-women, who air your mifts, comb your lap-

dogs, examine your nofes with magnifying glafles, in or-

der to fqueeze out the worms, clean your teeth-brumes,
fweeten your handkerchiefs, and foften wafle paper for

your occafions. This fellow Pickle was entertained for

more important purpofes ; his turn of duty never came
till all thofe lapwings were gone to rooft ; then he fcaled

windows, leaped over garden walls, and was let in by
Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nay, the magistrates of Bath

complimented him with the freedom of the corporation,

merely becaufe, through his means, the waters had gain-
ed extraordinary credit j for every female of a tolerable

appearance, that went thither on account of her fterility,

got the better of her complaint, during his refidence at

Bath : And now the fellow thinks no woman can with-*

ftand his addrefTes. He had not been here three minutes,
when I could perceive, with half an eye, that he had
marked out your grace for a conqueft I mean in an ho-

nourable way ; though the rafcal has impudence enough
to attempt any thing." So faying, he fixed his eyes upon
the duchefs, who (while her face glowed with indigna-

tion), turning to her confidant, exprefied hcrfelf in thefe

words :
"
Upon my life ! I believe there is actually fome

truth in what this old ruffian fays ; I have myfelf obferv-

ed that ycung fellow eying me with a very particular
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dare." " It is not to be at all wondered at (faid her

friend), that a youth of his complexion ihould be fenfible

to the charms of your grace ! but I dare fay he would not

prefume to entertain any but the moft honourable and re-

fpeclful fentiments." "
Refpedtiul fentiments ! (cried my

lady, with a look of ineffable difdain), if I thought the

fellow had afTurance enough to think of me in any fhape,
I proteft I would forbid him my houfe. Upon my ho-

nour, fuch inftances of audacity fhould induce perfons of

quality to keep your fmall gentry at a greater diftance ;

for they are very apt to grow "impudent, upon the leaft

countenance or encouragement."
Cadwallader, fatisfied with this declaration, changed

the fubjecT:
of difcourfe, and next day communicated his

difcovery to his friend Pickle, who upon this occafion felt

the moft ftinging fenfations of mortified pride, and refolv-

ed to quit his profpecT: with a good grace. Nor did the

execution of this felf-denying fcheme cod him one mo-
ment's uneafinefs , for his heart had never been interefted

in the purfuit, and his vanity triumphed in the thoughts
of manifefting his indifference. Accordingly, the very
next time he vifited her grace, his behaviour was remark-

ably frank, fprightly, and difengaged ; and the fubjecT: of

love being artfully introduced by the widow, who had
been directed to found his inclinations, he rallied the paf-
fion with great eafe and feverity, and made no fcruple of

declaring himfelf heart-whole.

Though the duchefs had refented his fuppofed affec-

tion, fhe was now offended at his infenfibility, and even

fignified her difguft, by obferving, that perhaps his atten-

tion to his own qualifications fcreened him from the im-

preffion of all other objects.
While he enjoyed this farcafm, the meaning of which

he could plainly difcern, the company was joined by a

certain virtuofo, who had gained free accefs to all the

great families of the land, by his notable talent of goffip-

ing and buffoonery. He was now in the feventy-fifth

year of his age ; his birth was fo obfcure; that he fcarce

knew his father's name ; his education fuitable to the dig-

nity of his defcent j his character publicly branded with

homicide, profligacy, and breach of truft
; yet this man,

by the happy inheritance of impregnable effrontery, and
Vol. II. F f
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a lucky proftitution of all principle in rendering himfelf

iubiervient to the appetites of the great, had attained to

an independency of fortune, as well as to fuch a particu-
lar (hare of favour among the quality, that, although he

was well known to have pimped for three generations of

the nobilitv, there was not a lady of fafhion in the king-
dom who icrupled to admit him to her toilette, or even

to be fquired by him in any place of public entertainment.

Not but that this fage was occafionally ufeful to his fel-

low-creatures, by thefe connexions with people of for-

tune ; for he often undertook to folicit charity in behalf

of diftrefled objects, with a view of embezzling one half

of the benefactions. It was an errand of this kind that

now brought him to the houfe of her grace.
After having fat a few minutes, he told the company

^hat he would favour them with a very proper opportu-

nity to extend their benevolence, for the relief'of a poor

gentlewoman, who was reduced to the mod abject mi-

i'ery, by the death of her hufband, and juft delivered of a

couple of fine boys. They, moreover, underftood from
his information, that this object was daughter of a good
family, who had renounced her in coniequence of her

marrying an enfign without a fortune; and even obitruct-

ed his promotion with all their influence and power , a

circumftance of barbarity which had made fuch an im-

preflion upon his mind, as difordeded his brain, and drove

him to defpair, in a fit of which he had made away with

himfelf, leaving his wife, then big with child, to all the

honors of indigence and grief.
Various were the criticifms on this pathetic picture,

which the old man drew with great expreilion. My lady
duchefs concluded, that {he mult be a creature void of all

feeling and reflection, who could furvive fuch aggravated

mifcry ; therefore, did not deferve to be relieved, except
in the character of a common beggar ; and was generous

euough to offer a recommendation, by which fhe would
be admitted into an infirmary, to which her grace was a

fubferiber ; at the fame time advifing the foliciior to fend

the twins to the Foundling Hofpital, where they would
be carefully nurfed and brought up, fo as to become ufe-

ful members to the commonwealth. Another lady, with

all due deference to the opinion of the duchefs, was free

3
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enough to blame the generofity of her grace, which would

only ferve to encourage children in difobedience to their

parents, and might be the means not only of prolonging
the diftrefs of the wretched creature, but alfo of ruining
the conftitution of fome young heir, perhaps the hope of

a great family ! for (he did fuppofe that madam, when
her month fhould be up, and her brats difpofed of, would

fjpread her attractions to the public (provided fhe could

profit by her perfon), and, in the ufual way, make a re-

gular progrefs from St. James's to Drury Lane. She ap-

prehended, for thefe reafons, that their companion would

be moft effectually fhown, in leaving her to perifh in her

prefent necefnty ; and that the old gentleman would be

unpardonable, fhould he perfift in his endeavours to re-

lieve her. A third member of this tender-hearted fociety,

after having aflced if the young woman was handfome,
and being anfwered in the negative, allowed that there

was a great deal of reafon in what had been faid by the

honourable perfon who had fpoke laft ; neverthelefs, fhe

humbly conceived her fentence would admit of fome mi-

tigation.
" Let the bantlings (faid fhe) be fent to the hof-

pital, according to the advice of her grace, and a fmall

collection be made for the prefent fupport of the mother ;

and, when her health is recovered, I will take her into

my family, in quality of an upper fervant, or medium be-

tween me and my woman ; for, upon my life ! I can't

endure to chide or give directions to a creature, who is,

in point of birth and education, but one degree above the

vulgar."
This propofal met with univerfal approbation. The

duchefs (to her immortal honour) began the contribution

with a crown ; fo that the reft of the company were

obliged to re{f.rif. their liberality to half the fum, that her

grace might not be affronted : And the propofer demand-

ing the poor woman's name and place of abode, the old

mediator could not help giving her ladyfhip a verbal di-

rection, though he was extremely mortified (on more ac-

counts than one) to find fuch an iffue to his folicitation.

Peregrine, who,
"
though humourous as winter, had a

tear for pity, and an hand open as day for melting cha-

rity," was fhocked at the nature and refult of this unge-
nerous confultation. He contributed his half-crown, how-

Ff
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ever ; and, retiring from the company, betook himfelf to

the lodgings of the forlorn lady in the ftraw, according to

the direction he had heard. Upon inquiry, he under-

stood, that fhe was then vifited by fome charitable gentle-

woman, who had fent for a nurfe, and waited the return

of the meiTenger ; and he fent up his refpe&s, defiring he

might be permitted to fee her, on pretence of having been

intimate with her late hufband.

Though the poor woman had never heard of his name,
{he did not think proper to deny his requeft j and he was

conducted to a paltry chamber in the third ftory, where

he found this unhappy widow fitting upon a truckle-bed,

and fuckling one of her infants, with the mod piteous ex-

preffion
of anguifh in her features, which were naturally

regular and fweet, while the other was fondled on the

knee of a perfon, whofe attention was fo much engrofled

by her little charge, that for the prefent fhe could mind

nothing elfe : And it was not till after the firft compli-
ments palled betwixt the haplefs mother and our adven-

turer, that he perceived the llranger's countenance, which

infpiretlhim with the higlieft efteem and admiration. He
beheld all the graces of elegance and beauty, breathing
fentiment and beneficence, and foftened into the moft en-

chanting tendernefs of weeping fympathy. When he de-

clared the caufe of his vifit, which was no other than the

defire of befriending the diftreffed lady, to whom he pre-
sented a bank-note for twenty pounds, he was favoured

with fuch a look of complacency by this amiable phantom,
who might have been juftly taken for an angel miniftering
to the neceffities of mortals, that his whole foul was

tranfported wkh love and veneration. Nor was this pre-

pofleflion dlminifhed by the information of the widow,
who, after having manifefted her gratitude in a flood of

tears, told him, that the unknown objedl of his efteem

was a perfon of honour, who having heard by accident of

her deplorable fituation, had immediately obeyed the dic-

tates of her humanity, and come in perfon to relieve her

diitrefs ; that fire had not only generoufly fypplied her

with money for prefent fuftenance, but alfo undertaken to

provide a nurfe for her babes, and even promifed to fa-

vour her with protection, fhould fire furvive her prefent

melancholy fituation. To thefe articles of intelligence fhe
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added, that the name of her benefa&refs was the celebra-

ted Lady ,
to whofe character the youth was no

ftranger, though he had never feen her perfon before.

The killing edge of her charms was a little blunted by the

accidents of time and fortune ; but no man of tafte and

imagination, whofe nerves were not quite chilled with the

froft of age, could, even at that time, look upon her with

impunity. And as Peregrine faw her attractions height-
ened by the tender office in which fhe was engaged, he

was fmitten with her beauty, and fo ravilhed with her

compaffion, that he could not fupprefs his emotions, but

applauded her benevolence with all the warmth of enthu-

fiafm.

Her ladylhip received his compliments with great po-
litenefs and affability.

And the occafion on which they met

being equally interefting to both, an acquaintance com-
menced between them, and they concerted meafures for

the benefit of the widow and her two children, one of

whom our hero befpoke for his own godfon ; for Pickle

was not fo obfeure in the beau monde, but that his fame
had reached the ears of this lady, who, therefore, did not

difcourage his advances towards her friendfhip and efteem.

All the particulars relating to their charge being adjuft-

ed, he attended her ladyfhip to her own houfe ; and, by
her converfation, had the pleafure of finding her under-

ftanding fuitable to her other accomplishments. Nor had
fhe any reafon to think that our hero's qualifications had
been exaggerated by common report.
One of their adopted children died before it was bap-

tized ; fo that their care concentred in the other, for

whom they ftood fponfors. Understanding that the old

agent was become troublefome in his vifits to the mother,
to whom he now began to adminifter fuch counfel as

fhocked the delicacy of her virtue, they removed her into

another lodging, where (he would not be expofed to his

machinations. In lefs than a month, our hero learned

from a nobleman of his acquaintance, that the hoary pan-
der had actually engaged to procure for him this poor af-

flicted gentlewoman , and being fruftrated in his inten-

tion, fubftitutcd in her room a nymph from the purlieus
of Covent Garden, that made his lordfhip fmart feverely
for the favours fhe bellowed.
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Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his new acquaintance
with all his art and afliduity, prefuming from the circum-

ftances of her reputation and fate, as well as on the

ftrength of his own merit, that, in time, he mould be able

to indulge that paffion which had begun to glow within

his breaft.

As her ladyfhip had undergone a vaft variety of fortune

and adventure, which he had heard indiftinclly related,

with numberlefs errors and mifreprefentations, he was no
fooner entitled, by the familiarity of communication, to

afk fuch a favour, than he earneftly entreated her to en-

tertain him with the particulars of her ftory , and, by dint

of importunity, fhe was at length prevailed upon (in a fe-

left party) to gratify his curiofity, by the account given in

the following volume.

END OF VOLUME SECOND.
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